
“Personal and Family Worship” 

(Deuteronomy 6:13) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction (Deuteronomy 6:1-13).   

A.  What are the possible venues for worship?   

1.  Corporate.   

2.  Family.   

3.  Personal or individual.   

 

B.  What is each generally?   

1.  What is corporate worship?  When the people of God (church), led by the elders of the 

church, gather together to worship the Lord as He commands.   

2.  What is family worship?  When the head of the household gathers his family together to 

worship the Lord as He commands.   

3.  What is personal worship?  When we meet with the Lord privately to worship, as He 

commands.   

 

C.  Why should we worship:   

1.  Corporately?  Because God requires it and new nature desires it:  “Not forsaking our 

own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another . . .” 

(Heb. 10:25).   

2.  Privately?  Because the God requires it and the new nature desires it.   

3.  Family worship?   

a.  In this case, not all the members of the household are necessarily saved and so don’t 

necessarily desire it.   

b.  Why do it then?  Again, the Lord requires it.  “You shall fear only the LORD your 

God; and you shall worship Him and swear by His name” (Deu. 6:13).   

(i)  Does the Lord require worship from everyone?  Yes.   

(ii)  Then does He require it from our children?  Yes, whether they want to or not.   

(iii)  Just as we would teach them and lead them in keeping commandments five 

through ten, so we must teach them to keep commandments one through four 

through our instruction and example.   

 

D.  What does the Lord command that we do in each of these venues of worship?   

1.  In corporate worship?  Praise, prayer, reading and preaching of the Word (explain text 

and apply with authority), and sacraments; occasionally vows, oaths and fasting.   

2.  In family worship?  Praise, prayer, reading, teaching and applying the Scripture; 

sometimes vows, oaths and fasting.  (No sacraments or preaching).   

3.  In personal worship?  Praise, prayer, reading and applying the Word, and sometimes 

vows and fasting.  (No sacraments, preaching or teaching).   

 

E.  How often should we engage in each?   

1.  Corporate?  On a weekly basis, on the Lord’s Day.   



a.  The Sabbath was established from the beginning to be a day of rest and worship, 

“Then God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it, because in it He rested from all 

His work which God had created and made” (Gen. 2:3).   

b.  The fact that it’s included in the Ten Commandments shows us that it is an 

unchanging moral obligation, “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.  Six days 

you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath of the LORD 

your God; in it you shall not do any work, you or your son or your daughter, your 

male or your female servant or your cattle or your sojourner who stays with you” 

(Ex. 20:8-10).   

c.  We are to rest that we might set apart (sanctify) the whole day to the Lord – i.e., use 

it for His worship.   

 

2.  What about personal and family worship?  Both on a daily basis.   

a.  We are commanded to worship corporately on one day per week to gather together 

for mutual encouragement and to receive the two things we can’t on the other days:  

preaching and the sacraments.   

b.  But we are to worship the Lord privately and with our families every day.  Why?   

(i)  Because He commands us to worship Him, as we’ve seen, “You shall fear only 

the LORD your God; and you shall worship Him and swear by His name” (Deu. 

6:13).   

(ii)  We owe this to Him by virtue of the fact that He is God – He is worthy to be 

worshiped.   

(iii)  We owe this to Him by virtue of our creation – for this we owe whatever He 

requires.   

(iv)  We owe this to Him by virtue of our new creation in Christ – if we’re believers, 

we’re doubly indebted to Him and so owe Him worship.   

(v)  If we are new creatures in Christ, we also owe Him a debt of love – we won’t be 

able to keep ourselves from worship.   

(vi)  Why wouldn’t we want to worship Him every day?   

 

c.  How much of our lives does He require that we to give to His worship?  All.   

(i)  “Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a 

living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of 

worship.  And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 

renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which 

is good and acceptable and perfect” (Romans 12:1-2).   

(ii)  “Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God” 

(1 Cor. 10:31).   

 

d.  There is one more very important reason.   

(i)  What are the elements of worship?  The means of grace.   

(ii)  Why do we need to use the means of grace daily?   

(a)  Without them, we won’t have the strength we need to serve the Lord.   

(b)  This is also have we have communion with God.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


