
“Peace with Your Enemies” 

(Proverbs 16:7) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.  What we’re looking at this evening is connected to what we’ve 

already seen:  The Lord promises you a long life, if you will walk with Him.   

1.  Now  to have a long life, you’ll need several things:   

a.  You’ll need the necessities of life – food and clothing.   

b.  You’ll need good health.   

c.  And you’ll need protection.   

d.  We’ve seen that this is exactly what He promises to give you, if you will trust 

Him and walk in His ways.   

 

2.  We’re not talking about blessings by works, but blessings by grace.   

a.  You don’t deserve these blessings – but He is willing to give them to you, 

because of what Christ has done.   

b.  Even the qualifications of trust and repentance are a gift of His grace.   

(i)  The Bible is quite clear that you can’t do these things on your own.   

(ii)  But He is able to give you that ability.   

(iii)  If you meet the qualifications, it’s because He already has.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  Tonight, let’s look at another element of the long and blessed life the Lord will 

give you if you trust and obey:  peace with your enemies.   

2.  And let’s consider this at three different levels:   

a.  The Lord promises peace with your personal enemies.   

b.  He promises peace on a national level.   

c.  And He promises peace on a global level.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, He promises He will give you peace on a personal level.  Solomon writes, 

“When a man’s ways are pleasing to the Lord, He makes even his enemies to be at 

peace with him” (Prov. 16:7).   

1.  You will have enemies because you live in a fallen world.   

a.  Sin will ensure that you won’t be perfect.   

b.  And it will doubly ensure that those without Jesus won’t be perfect.   

c.  To compound matters, those without Jesus hate those who have Him.   

d.  Because of these things:   

(i)  You will have those who don’t like you, even who hate you.   

(ii)  You will have enemies, who have the potential to persecute you.   

(iii)  Your nation will have enemies; all nations will have enemies.   

 

2.  But if you walk with the Lord, He promises even to take care of this:  He will 

make your enemies to be at peace with you.  How?   
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a.  Sometimes He may do this by restraining the sin in their hearts to the point 

where, even though they don’t like you, they won’t hurt you.   

(i)  That’s what He did in Laban, who went after Jacob when he left Paddan-

Aram and wanted to hurt him because he thought he had stolen his wealth.   

(ii)  That’s what He did when He restrained Saul on several occasions from 

injuring or killing David.   

(iii)  When your ways are pleasing to the Lord, sometimes He will bring an 

outward peace.   

 

b.  Sometimes He will bring about a full reconciliation, such as He did between 

Jacob and Esau.   

(i)  Esau hated Jacob for stealing his blessing to the point where he wanted to 

kill him.   

(ii)  Even the fourteen plus years Jacob spend in Paddan-Aram didn’t cool his 

anger:  When Jacob was returning to Canaan and sent messengers ahead to 

sound out Esau’s disposition, they returned with the news that Esau was 

coming to meet him with 400 armed men.   

(iii)  Jacob sought the Lord to fulfill His promise.   

(iv)  And when the two brothers finally met, they were able to embrace one 

another in brotherly love, even though Esau was unconverted (Gen. 27:41; 

32:6, 7; 33:4).   

(v)  The Lord brought reconciliation.   

 

c.  Sometimes He may even convert your enemy and make him a brother.   

(i)  While Paul was an unbeliever, he was the enemy of Jesus and His church.   

(ii)  But the Lord changed his heart and made him love Him and His people 

to the point where he was willing to lay down his life for them (Acts 9:1-

2; 19-20).   

 

d.  It’s true that you will still have to face persecution.   

(i)  Paul writes, “Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be 

persecuted” (2 Tim. 3:12).   

(ii)  The Lord may even allow your enemies to take your life that He might 

bring you to heaven – in which case you will reach a more ultimate peace.   

(iii)  But it’s also true that He will not allow you continually to be in danger.   

(iv)  When your ways are pleasing to the Lord, He will make even your 

enemies to be at peace with you.   

 

B.  Second, He will grant you peace on a national level.   

1.  The Lord will also bring peace to those nations that will walk in His ways.   

a.  This is what He did for Israel:  as long as they walked with the Lord, He 

granted them peace with the surrounding nations.   

(i)  This is what He promised through Moses, “If you walk in My statutes and 

keep My commandments so as to carry them out, then I shall give you 

rains in their season, so that the land will yield its produce and the trees of 

the field will bear their fruit.  Indeed, your threshing will last for you until 

grape gathering, and grape gathering will last until sowing time.  You will 
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thus eat your food to the full and live securely in your land.  I shall also 

grant peace in the land, so that you may lie down with no one making you 

tremble. I shall also eliminate harmful beasts from the land, and no sword 

will pass through your land” (Lev. 26:3-6).   

(ii)  As long as Israel met the qualifications, He gave them peace.   

 

b.  It was only when they turned away that He took away their peace.  There are 

many examples in the book of Judges.   

(i)  We read in Judges 3, “The sons of Israel did what was evil in the sight of 

the LORD, and forgot the LORD their God and served the Baals and the 

Asheroth.  Then the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, so that 

He sold them into the hands of Cushan-rishathaim king of Mesopotamia; 

and the sons of Israel served Cushan-rishathaim eight years” (vv. 7-8).   

(ii)  But when they repented and began walking again in His ways, He 

restored their peace, “When the sons of Israel cried to the LORD, the 

LORD raised up a deliverer for the sons of Israel to deliver them, Othniel 

the son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger brother.  The Spirit of the LORD came 

upon him, and he judged Israel.  When he went out to war, the LORD 

gave Cushan-rishathaim king of Mesopotamia into his hand, so that he 

prevailed over Cushan-rishathaim.  Then the land had rest forty years” 

(vv. 9-11).   

 

2.  If this nation would walk in the Lord’s ways, He would also grant us peace.   

a.  But you know this won’t happen by itself.   

b.  There’s something you need to do:   

(i)  You need to pray that the Lord would turn our nation from its sin to Him.   

(ii)  You must pray for revival – that the Lord would pour out His Spirit.   

(iii)  But you also need to work towards that end – the Lord won’t do 

anything towards bringing this about unless you’re also willing to do your 

part – to speak to others about faith in Jesus and repentance from their sins 

and to live a life that’s consistent with that belief.   

(iv)  This nation is not going to turn around quickly or easily.   

(a)  It will take a lot of prayer, and a great deal of hard work.   

(b)  But it will turn around, if you persevere and look to the Lord in faith.     

 

C.  You know it will, finally, because you know He has promised one day to grant 

peace on a global level.   

1.  Eventually, Jesus’ kingdom will bring peace on earth – not just between God 

and man, but also between man and man.   

a.  That was your Lord’s express purpose for coming into the world:   

(i)  On the night of His birth, the angels said, “Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased” (Luke 2:14).   

(ii)  Jesus is called “the Prince of Peace” (Isa. 9:6), because this is what He 

would ultimately bring to this world.   

 

b.  This peace will come when His kingdom has filled the world.   
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(i)  You know from Daniel that this is going to happen.  Daniel, interpreting 

Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, said, “You continued looking until a stone was 

cut out without hands, and it struck the statue on its feet of iron and clay 

and crushed them.  Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver and the 

gold were crushed all at the same time and became like chaff from the 

summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them away so that not a 

trace of them was found.  But the stone that struck the statue became a 

great mountain and filled the whole earth. . . .  In the days of those kings 

the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which will never be destroyed, 

and that kingdom will not be left for another people; it will crush and put 

an end to all these kingdoms, but it will itself endure forever.  Inasmuch as 

you saw that a stone was cut out of the mountain without hands and that it 

crushed the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver and the gold, the great 

God has made known to the king what will take place in the future; so the 

dream is true and its interpretation is trustworthy” (Dan. 2:34-35, 44-45).   

(ii)  That this kingdom will bring peace is also clear.  The Lord tells us 

through Isaiah the prophet, “Now it will come about that in the last days 

the mountain of the house of the LORD will be established as the chief of 

the mountains, and will be raised above the hills; and all the nations will 

stream to it.  And many peoples will come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to 

the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; that He may 

teach us concerning His ways and that we may walk in His paths.’  For the 

law will go forth from Zion and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.  

And He will judge between the nations, and will render decisions for 

many peoples; and they will hammer their swords into plowshares and 

their spears into pruning hooks.  Nation will not lift up sword against 

nation, and never again will they learn war” (Isaiah 2:2-4).   

(iii)  This is the reward the Father has promised Jesus for His work of 

redemption – to subject all the nations to Him, bringing peace, “The 

LORD says to my Lord:  ‘Sit at My right hand until I make Your enemies 

a footstool for Your feet.’  The LORD will stretch forth Your strong 

scepter from Zion, saying, ‘Rule in the midst of Your enemies.’  Your 

people will volunteer freely in the day of Your power; in holy array, from 

the womb of the dawn, Your youth are to You as the dew” (Psalm 110:1-

3).   

 

2.  But for this to happen, there is something you must do.   

a.  You must pray, and you must faithfully serve the Lord in His kingdom.   

b.  You are the means by which the Lord will bring this about:  through your 

prayers, your witness, your labor.   

c.  As you prepare now to come to the Table set by the Prince of Peace, 

remember His promise and His call to you to be the peacemakers of the earth.  

Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


