
“Paul before Agrippa” 
(Acts 25:23-26:5)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we were introduced to King Agrippa:   
a.  Herod Agrippa II – the son of the Herod who had James put to death with the 

sword (Acts 12:1-2) and who was eaten by worms when he failed to glorify 
God for the speech he made (v. 23).   

b.  The great grandson of Herod the Great, the king who tried to kill Christ after 
He was born (Matt. 2).   

c.  The great nephew of Herod Antipas, the king who had John the Baptist 
beheaded – quite a notorious family tree.   

d.  And the one who lived in incest with his sister Bernice, the sister of Drusilla, 
the wife of Felix.   

e.  He had come to pay his respects to Festus, the newly appointed governor of 
Judea.   

 
2.  We also saw how Festus took advantage of this situation:   

a.  Knowing that Agrippa was much more familiar with Jewish custom – since 
Agrippa was Jewish himself – he opened Paul’s case to him.   

b.  He told him that Paul was Felix’s unfinished business, that the Jews had 
come asking that he be put to death, that he himself was not willing to pass 
judgment on Paul before he had been heard, but that even after he had heard 
him, he still didn’t know what to do with his case, since it mainly had to do 
with a disagreement with the Jews on points of their religion and a dispute 
over whether Jesus was dead or alive.   

c.  Agrippa was intrigued and agreed to help Festus.  Not wanting to delay, 
Festus scheduled a hearing on the next day.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  We come now to that hearing.   
a.  It appears to have been exclusively before Roman officials (v. 23).   

(i)  Agrippa and his sister were present, entering with a great deal of show.   
(ii)  The commanders and prominent men of the city were also present, as 

was Festus.   
(iii)  We don’t, however, read of any Jews – Paul was not on trial before his 

enemies, but was to be examined before the magistrate to determine what 
charges to send with Paul to Rome.   

 
b.  Festus commanded Paul to be brought in (v. 23).   

(i)  The one all the Jews in Jerusalem and in Caesarea had been appealing to 
him to put to death (v. 24).   
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(ii)  Why did they want to kill him?  As far as he was concerned, Paul hadn’t 
committed anything worthy of death.   

(iii)  But in the middle of the controversy, Paul had appealed to Caesar to 
adjudicate his case when it looked like he was going to be handed over to 
the Jews.   

(iv)  And so Festus had to send him to the Emperor (v. 25); but on what 
charges?  He wasn’t sure what crime Paul had committed or whether he 
had committed any crime.   

(v)  And so he was bringing Paul before the court, and especially before 
Agrippa, so that they might investigate the matter more thoroughly and 
afterward have something to declare regarding him – after all, it wouldn’t 
reflect well on them if Paul showed up in Rome for no reason (vv. 26-27).   

(vi)  This was their reason for Paul’s hearing, but the Lord had other reasons:   
(a)  That Paul might testify of Christ before this governor, this king, these 

commanders and leading men of the city.   
(b)  And that Paul might be taken to Rome to bear witness to the truth 

there.   
 
(vii)  And so we have the stage set for this trial.   

 
2.  This morning, we’ll consider two things:   

a.  First, God’s providential guidance in Paul’s life, providing him with 
opportunities to witness before kings, as He promised.   

b.  And second, the witness he brings to Agrippa (at least the beginning of that 
witness).   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider God’s providence in providing Paul with opportunities to 
witness.   
1.  We read that Agrippa, being the senior officer present, was the moderator of the 

court.  He began by giving Paul permission to speak (26:1).   
2.  And with this permission now granted, Paul began his defense (v. 1).   

a.  He began by expressing the fact that he considered himself blessed by God 
that he was able to make his defense before Agrippa (v. 2).   
(i)  The word used in our translations is “fortunate,” but technically speaking, 

fortune has nothing to do with it.   
(ii)  This was God’s plan from the beginning.   
 

b.  Why did Paul consider himself blessed?   
(i)  We might think Agrippa would be the last person on earth a Christian 

might want to stand before, especially considering the track record of his 
family.   

(ii)  But Paul saw the wisdom of God in this; after all, who better to judge 
this case in Roman’s court than a Jewish Roman official whose business it 
was to know the customs and important matters of the Jews (v. 3)?   
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(iii)  Paul saw this as God’s hand, and so he appealed to Agrippa to listen 
patiently to his case.   

(iv)  A very important thing to note here is that this was no ordinary judicial 
case.  What Paul was asking the king to listen to was nothing less than his 
testimony and witness of the Gospel, the very thing Christ commissioned 
Paul to declare, also the only message that was able to save Agrippa and 
these other men from destruction.   

 
3.  Notice the wisdom, power and faithfulness of God in this event.   

a.  Jesus told His apostles that they would bear witness of Him before governors 
and kings (); here we see Him bringing this very thing about.   

b.  See how it very naturally and logically flows from the unfolding of these 
events in Paul’s life.   

c.  These things were not happening by chance; Paul didn’t have to try to make 
this happen:  this was God at work in the exercise of His sovereignty.   
(i)  We need to remember that God does have a plan that includes everything 

that actually comes to pass in this world.   
(ii)  God has the power to make these things come to pass.   
(iii)  And being faithful, He will do exactly what He said He would do.   
 

d.  Now what difference should this make in our lives?   
(i)  If we understand and trust God, it should give us great assurance.   

(a)  God speaks the truth, and in His faithfulness He will not repent.   
(b)  He will accomplish all His holy will.   
(c)  He will keep His promises.   
 

(ii)  This is our ultimate assurance of heaven.   
(a)  We buy insurance for our cars to assure us that if we get into a car 

accident, those who are injured will be cared for and our cars fixed.   
(b)  We buy health insurance to assure us that our medical needs will be 

met if we are faced with severe health issues.   
(c)  We buy life insurance to assure us regarding our loves ones that they 

will be cared for if we should die while they still depend on us.   
(d)  What kind of assurance should God’s sovereignty and faithfulness 

give us?  It should assure us that He will deliver us from hell and bring 
us safely to heaven.   

 
(iii)  It is also our ultimate assurance that God will use us to glorify Him 

through our witness and testimony as He said He would, if we will only 
trust His Word and obey Him.   

(iv)  God is faithful; we must learn to trust Him.   
 

B.  Second, let’s consider the witness Paul brought to Agrippa.  Let’s remember this is 
not so much Paul’s plea for his life, but Paul’s plea for Agrippa’s life (A self-
centered man might want to use this opportunity to clear his name; Paul uses it to 
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clear Christ’s name and to save those who were listening to him.  He left his life 
behind when he began to follow Christ).   
1.  Paul began by sharing his personal testimony of the life-changing power of 

Christ.   
a.  He did so to show his connection with the Jews, since Agrippa was a Jew.   
b.  He did so to show Christianity’s connection with the Jewish faith, again 

because Agrippa was Jewish.   
c.  But the main reason he did this was to testify to Agrippa the transforming 

power of the Gospel, to vindicate its truth.   
d.  It’s important that we relate to those we are seeking to minister to; but its 

more important not to be afraid to bring a personal testimony to show what 
Christ is able to do – it would be hard to discount the fact that one who hated 
Christ so much could be so affected by the Gospel as to actually promote 
what he formerly tried to destroy.   

 
2.  And so Paul began with his early life (what he was like before Christ):   

a.  He appealed to his accusers’ knowledge regarding him, if they would care to 
examine them.   
(i)  The Jews had known Paul from his youth, since he grew up among them 

(v. 4).   
(ii)  They knew that he had lived as a Pharisee according to the strictest sect 

of their common religion (v. 5).   
(a)  Paul was not merely a Jew, but a Pharisee, and not merely a Pharisee 

in name only, but one who actually lived the life of a Pharisee, a life 
according to the Law.   

(b)  As we’ll consider further next time, he was so zealous for the Jewish 
faith that he persecuted the church and tried to destroy it (vv. 10-11).   

(c)  “Although I myself might have confidence even in the flesh.  If 
anyone else has a mind to put confidence in the flesh, I far more:  
circumcised the eighth day, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the Law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a 
persecutor of the church; as to the righteousness which is in the Law, 
found blameless” (Phil. 3:4-6).   

 
(iii)  Paul was zealous, zealous for the Jewish faith, zealous for the same 

things as those who were persecuting him.   
 

b.  But the implication of this is that all this “so-called” zeal was really born of 
his flesh.   
(i)  He did all these things as a stranger to God and a hater of Christ.   
(ii)  He was still unconverted and spiritually dead in his trespass and sin.   
(iii)  This will become clearer when he tells Agrippa that after his conversion, 

he began to proclaim the very thing he tried to destroy.   
 

c.  This shows us to what lengths the flesh can move us in religious things.   
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(i)  The human race is inherently religious:  we want to do things to please a 
higher power.   

(ii)  But our hearts are evil:  we want part of the glory for ourselves, we want 
to feel we are making a contribution to our salvation.   

(iii)  People can do religious things, but they never do them for the right 
reasons apart from God’s grace.   

 
d.  That’s because religion isn’t enough, no matter how strictly we might adhere 

to it.   
(i)  Paul was the most religious man of his day.  He worked hard to outdo 

everyone else, and he did.   
(ii) But this meant nothing to God – his several years of religious service 

were only several years of sin in God’s eyes.   
(iii)  And it had no power to change his heart:  he still needed that 

transformation that only the Spirit of God can give.   
(iv)  This is what Paul will go on to say in his testimony:  how the Lord by 

His Spirit changed him.   
 

e.  Let’s stop here and use this point to prepare for the Table.   
(i)  Paul wasn’t saying these things to impress Agrippa and to get himself out 

of trouble; but in the hope that Agrippa might be saved.   
(ii)  But we need to listen to them as well.  The Spirit is asking you:  Are you 

saved?  Or are you only religious?  The answer will determine where you 
will spend eternity.   

(iii)  It will also determine what you will receive when you come to the 
Lord’s Table:  blessing or judgment.   
(a)  You need faith to receive Christ’s blessing.   
(b)  If you’re merely religious, you’ll receive judgment instead.   
(c)  Let’s spend some time then allowing the Lord to examine our hearts to 

see whether we have the faith we need to approach Christ through the 
Supper.   


