
 

“Out of Egypt I Called My Son” 
(Matthew 2:13-23) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  Last week we saw the tremendous testimony of the magi to the majesty and 
the glory of the one who had been born in Bethlehem, so many years ago.  These men 
recognized that this newborn babe was a king, that He was to be a mighty one in the 
earth, something that the people of Israel had completely missed.  But not all missed it.  
There was faithful Simeon and Anna, who had been looking for the fulfillment of these 
promises.  The Lord had also graciously revealed His Christ to them.  And when they saw 
Him, they rejoiced with great joy, even as the magi had done.  The birth of the Messiah 
was a mixed event, a mixture of light and darkness.  There were those who were 
expecting it and who rejoiced to see it.  There were those who were not expecting it, as 
the shepherds were not, but they rejoiced to see it.  And there were those who were not 
expecting it, and when they discovered it, did not rejoice, such as the leaders of Israel and 
king Herod.  This is the same reaction that the Gospel creates even today.  There are 
those who rejoice in the light and embrace it and find eternal life.  And there are those 
who reject it, because they see nothing of value in it, and they try to destroy it, and they 
end up being judged by it.  This is an important principle which I believe is at work in the 
passage we are looking at this morning.   
 
  In it we see not only the ongoing battle between the kingdom of God and the 
kingdom of darkness, but we also see how the Lord ultimately gains the victory over 
these forces and protects His Son, the King of the coming kingdom.   
 
I.  First, God dispatched an angel to warn Joseph to leave Bethlehem immediately 

and to run away to Egypt, until Herod was dead.   
A.  Notice that as soon as the wise men had gone, the angel came with the warning.   

1.  The angels were very active in the days of the unfolding of this redemptive plan 
of God.   
a.  An angel had appeared to Zechariah in the Temple to announce the birth of 

the forerunner of the Messiah.   
b.  An angel had appeared to Mary to announce to her that she would be the one 

who would give birth to the Messiah.   
c.  An angel appeared to Joseph in a dream to allay his suspicions that Mary had 

been unfaithful to him, so that he would take her as his wife.   
d.  An angel appeared to the shepherds who were out in the fields to announce to 

them the birth of the Christ, and the sky filled with angels who were singing 
praise to God for His wondrous works to the sons of men.   

e.  Angels are the servants and the messengers of God.  They are sent out by 
God to “render service for the sake of those who will inherit salvation” (Heb. 
1:14).   

 
2.  But the reason they were so active was because there was a battle going on.   

a.  All of the powers of hell were coming against God’s plan to try and thwart it.   
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b.  The devil would have loved nothing more than to kill the Christ-child on the 
spot, and to put an end to the plan of God’s redemption.   

 
3.  And so in order to protect the newborn King from the assault of the enemy, God 

sent His angel to Joseph in a dream, warning him to get up and flee immediately 
into Egypt.   
a.  The reason was that Herod was about to seek for the child to destroy Him.   
b.  The evil that was in this man seemed to be greater than just that of a man’s 

own sin.  It is true, as Jeremiah writes, “The heart is more deceitful than all 
else and is desperately sick; who can understand it?” (Jer. 17:9).  There is 
enough evil in the heart of every man to destroy everything around it.   

c.  But I think it is obvious that there was more behind the scenes than this.  As I 
said, the devil also had a vested interest in trying to kill the newborn Messiah,  
for the establishing of His kingdom, would mean the destruction of his own.   

d.  The devil hates God and everything that has to do with Him.  And so it is 
obvious that if God is to come into the world in human flesh, that the devil 
would hate Him more than anyone else.   

e.  There is a passage in the book of Revelation, where I believe that this event is 
portrayed for us.  John writes, “And a great sign appeared in heaven:  a 
woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and on her head a 
crown of twelve stars.  And she was with child; and she cried out, being in 
labor and in pain to give birth.  And another sign appeared in heaven:  and 
behold, a great red dragon having seven heads and ten horns, and on his 
heads were seven diadems.  And his tail swept away a third of the stars of 
heaven, and threw them to the earth.  And the dragon stood before the woman 
who was about to give birth, so that when she gave birth he might devour her 
child.  And she gave birth to a son, a male child, who is to rule all the nations 
with a rod of iron; and her child was caught up to God and to His throne” 
(12:1-5).   

f.  The woman, I believe, is the nation of Israel, for these same images are used 
to describe her in the Old Testament.  Remember the dream that Joseph had, 
where his brothers appeared as eleven stars, and his father and mother as the 
sun and the moon?  Joseph’s father’s name was Jacob.  But it was later 
changed to Israel.  Remember that after Jacob had wrestled with the angel 
and would not let him go unless he blessed him, the angel said, “‘What is 
your name?’  And he said, ‘Jacob.’  And he said, ‘Your name shall no longer 
be Jacob, but Israel; for you have striven with God and with men and have 
prevailed’” (Gen. 32:26-28).  Jacob was pictured as the sun in Joseph’s 
dream, and his eleven brothers as the stars of heaven (Gen. 37:9-10).  Clearly, 
John is saying in Revelation that Messiah comes out of Israel, which is, in 
fact, what happened.   

g.  The child, of course, is Jesus.  He is the One who was born to rule the nations 
with a rod of iron, and who was caught up to God and His throne.   

h.  But what about this dragon?  It is the devil, of course.  He is the one who 
swept away a third of the angels in the heavenly rebellion and cast them 
down with himself into the pits of everlasting torment.   
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i.  But notice what he is doing.  He is shown here waiting for the Child to be 
born so that he could devour Him.  Notice also how he is described here, as a 
dragon having seven heads and ten horns, with seven diadems on his heads.  
This is the same imagery which is used to describe the beast upon which the 
harlot sits in chapter 17 of Revelation.  John writes, “And he carried me away 
in the Spirit into a wilderness; and I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast, 
full of blasphemous names, having seven heads and ten horns” (v. 3).  What 
was this beast?  The angel tells John, “The beast that you saw was and is not, 
and is about to come up out of the abyss and to go to destruction.  And those 
who dwell on the earth will wonder, whose name has not been written in the 
book of life from the foundation of the world, when they see the beast, that he 
was and is not and will come.  Here is the mind which has wisdom.  The 
seven heads are seven mountains on which the woman sits, and they are 
seven kings; five have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come; and when he 
comes, he must remain a little while” (vv. 8-10).   

j.  I think it is clear, isn’t it, that this beast is the same as the dragon?  The beast 
appears, by the interpretation given by the angel, to be the power and 
authority of Rome, while the woman is the city itself.  But yet chapter 12 here 
appears to identify the beast as being Satan himself.  Perhaps what is meant is 
that Rome and the Roman kings are possessed, or controlled by the devil.   

k.  This should warn us from thinking too highly of the political system and 
culture of Rome, even as it should of any other antichristian culture.  Satan 
has a great influence in the world.  He did then, and he does now.  We should 
therefore be very careful how much of the culture we embrace.  We might 
find ourselves taking hold of things which are contrary to Christ!   

l.  That is why the faithful are not at home in this world, but are seeking for the 
heavenly world which is coming, where righteousness dwells.  In the 
meantime they groan, waiting to receive their new bodies and the heavenly 
city which God has prepared.   

m.  But the point to see here is that Herod is part of this Roman system.  And by 
the influence of the evil one, he was seeking to devour the Christ-child who 
has just been born.   

n.  But God will not let him.  And so He warns Jesus’ legal guardian, Joseph, 
through one of His faithful messengers, the angel, in a dream, which was one 
of the ways in which the Lord would communicate to His people, to get up 
and run with Mary his wife and the Child, to the land of Egypt.  And He does 
not allow Herod to find out where the child has gone.   

 
B.  Joseph, we had learned earlier, was a righteous man, which means that he was 

faithful.  And so he obeyed the voice of his Lord through the angel, “and he arose 
and took the child and His mother by night, and departed for Egypt” (v. 14).   
1.  If you have ever thought that living for the Lord’s glory was an easy thing, don’t 

believe it.   
a.  The life of a Christian can be the most difficult life in the world.   
b.  When you come to Christ, things can be easy for a while.  God often spends 

some time healing your past wounds and giving you comfort, before He 
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begins to lay responsibility on your shoulders.  It is very much like the life of 
a child.  When you were young and still a minor, things were relatively easy.  
Yes, there were growing pains, as you struggled to become an adult.  But you 
didn’t realize how easy you had it until you were out on your own and were 
responsible for the very difficult business of making a living and raising a 
family.  As I said, the Christian life is much the same.  There is a time of your 
minority, when things are pretty much provided for you.  You are learning 
about what your responsibilities will be, but you have not yet begun to 
undertake them.  But there comes a time when you grow up, and begin to 
own that responsibility.  And then life becomes a battle.  Its different for 
every person.  Some grow up and enter that battle right away.  For others, it 
takes longer.  But all enter it sometime.  This is what the Lord has ordained 
for us.   

c.  Jesus said that in this life you shall have tribulation (John 16:33).  Trials and 
tribulations are ordained for you by the Lord.  But why are they?  Paul tells 
us in Romans 5:3-5, “And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, 
knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance; and perseverance, proven 
character; and proven character, hope; and hope does not disappoint, because 
the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit 
who was given to us.”   

d.  These things are meant to help you to persevere.  They are meant to build 
Christ-like character in you.  And they are meant to prove you, or to test you, 
to see what you are really made of.  And as these things happen, and as you 
in some measure pass the tests, it gives you hope, hope that you are Christ’s, 
for you see the things that His Word speaks of working themselves out in 
your life.  And this in turn produces love, which is the premier fruit of the 
Spirit of God.  You love Him more for all that He brings you through and for 
mercifully saving you from the consequences of your sin.   

 
2.  Joseph’s life was not an easy one.  He had to run for his life and for the life of 

his wife and child.  But he trusted the Lord, and the Lord kept him safe.  And he 
remained in Egypt until Herod was dead.   

 
C.  And all this happened “that what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet 

might be fulfilled, saying, ‘Out of Egypt did I call My Son’” (v. 15).   
1.  Sometimes there are prophecies in Scripture that you would never think had any 

reference to Christ.  But that is not always the case.  Everything is connected to 
Him in one way or another.   

2.  This prophecy comes from the book of Hosea, 11:1, which reads, “When Israel 
was a youth I loved him, and out of Egypt I called My son.”   
a.  It describes for us the affection of God for the children of Abraham when 

they were in the land of Egypt.   
b.  Because of the Lord’s great love for His people, He brought them down into 

Egypt and took care of them during the years of the famine.   
c.  But after Israel reached the time of marriage, the Lord took His bride out of 

Egypt and brought her into the promised land, into the land of Canaan.   
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d.  There are different ways in which the relationship of Israel is portrayed in 
Scripture.  Here, she is called God’s son.   

e.  Israel, really God’s people as a whole, are a picture of Christ in a way.  Israel 
was in Egypt and was a picture of the coming Messiah, for years later Joseph 
and Mary would flee to Egypt with Christ, and then the Lord would later call 
them out.   

f.  Or it may be better to see Christ recapitulating the history of His people.  
Whereas His people failed to do all that they should have, He did not fail.  
When the Israelites came out of Egypt, they failed to enter into the Promised 
Land, because of their lack of faith.  When the next generation did enter, they 
fell away from the Lord, time after time.  But Jesus did not fail.  He was the 
only true and faithful Israelite.  He did leave Egypt and enter into the 
Promised Land and ultimately into His eternal rest.  And He did this that He 
might complete what was lacking in the righteousness of His people in order 
that He might bring those who trusted in Him into everlasting glory.   

g.  This is the reason why you and I need Christ.  As careful as we might be to 
carry out His commands, we all fail miserably.  But Christ did not fail.  And 
His perfect obedience becomes ours when we trust in Him for everlasting 
life.   

 
II.  But let us look briefly at what happens next.  After Christ was safely out of the 

way, God allowed that evil one to vent his anger and wrath on the children of 
Bethlehem (vv. 16-18).   
A.  Herod expected the magi to return and to tell him where Christ was, so that he 

could destroy Him.   
1.  But as we have already seen, God had warned them, so they did not come back.   
2.  And God had warned Joseph as well, and he had already removed Jesus and His 

mother from danger.   
3.  And so when he “saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he became very 

enraged, and sent and slew all the male children who were in Bethlehem and in 
all its environs, from two years old and under, according to the time which he 
had ascertained from the magi” (v. 16).   

4.  Look at the contempt with which the devil holds God and His Christ.  He was 
not satisfied to destroy only one, but would destroy the whole human race if he 
could, for all men are made in the image of God, and he hates them all.  The 
only thing that prevents him is the mercy of God, who keeps all things in check 
and under control, while He calls His children out of the world.   

 
B.  But even this was a part of God’s plan.   

1.  He had foretold that it would take place through Jeremiah the prophet.  The 
prophet wrote, “A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and great mourning, 
Rachel weeping for her children; and she refused to be comforted, because they 
were no more” (v. 17).   

2.  In the context, this prophecy related to the Babylonian captivity.  The people 
were carried off, out of the land of Promise, into exile because of their covenant 
breaking.  A voice of weeping was heard in Ramah, which was not far from 
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Bethlehem.  It was the voice of Rachel, the second wife of Jacob.  When Jacob 
was traveling with his household from Bethel to Ephrath, Rachel went into labor 
with her second son.  And as he was born, she died, and Jacob buried her on the 
way to Ephrath, which is Bethlehem.  The prophecy has to do with the weeping 
she would do because her children would be carried off by Nebuchnezzar.  
Ramah was in Benjamin.  Benjamin was one of the two sons of Rachel.  But 
here, Rachel is shown to be rising up a second time to again mourn for her 
children who would be slain at the hands of Herod, as he was impelled by his 
own avarice, and the evil one, to destroy the children of Bethlehem.   

3.  This, we must also take as an indication of the spiritual condition of Israel.  
Such a slaughter as this must be God’s judgment poured out on His people for 
their breaking of His most holy commandments, for Satan’s hand was able to 
strike, only because the Lord did not hinder it.  This is to remind us that there is 
covenantal blessing for obedience and covenantal curse for disobedience.   

 
III.  Lastly, after Herod died, God providentially guided the place where His Son 

would be raised (vv. 19-23).   
A.  God’s messenger again comes to Joseph to give the sign that all is safe.   

1.  His command to him now is to take the Child and His mother and to go into the 
land of Israel, for those who had been seeking the life of the child were now 
dead.   

2.  And so again Joseph obeyed and took them into the land of Israel.   
 

B.  But, again, in order to fulfill the word of the Lord, Joseph was afraid to return to 
Bethlehem, for Archelaus, the son Herod, was reigning there.   
1.  Though it is true that Herod killed one of his wives and three of his sons, he still 

had other wives and sons which survived him.   
2.  And because this particular son was unusually cruel and tyrannical like his 

father, they avoided that area and went to Galilee, and came and lived in a city 
called Nazareth.  Nazareth was under the rule of Herod Antipas.  And although 
he too was a wicked man (he was the one who would later put John the Baptist 
to death, because of a vow which he had made), yet he was not as bad as Herod 
Archelaus.   

3.  Now this was to fulfill the prophecy, that “He shall be called a Nazarene.   
a.  It is difficult to determine just which statement of the Old Testament that this 

refers to.   
b.  It may have been one which was only spoken and circulated by word of 

mouth.   
c.  Or perhaps this has reference to the prophecies concerning the One called 

“the Branch.”  Both Isaiah and Zechariah refer to the Messiah using this 

word.  In the Hebrew it is rc,nE (Isa. 11:1; 60:21; Zech. 3:8, although 
Zechariah uses a synonym).  It is thought that this is the word from which the 
Greek word Nazare,t may have come from.   

d.  But either way, this is the city in which Joseph and Mary lived prior to their 
departure to Bethlehem for the census (Luke 1:26).  And this is the place after 
which the Messiah was to be called.   
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e.  All of this is again to remind us that God is in perfect control of history.  He 
was in control of the events of the life of His Son.  He was in control of the 
events in the life of His servants Joseph and Mary.  And He is in control of 
the events in our lives as well.   

f.  We mustn’t forget that we are as much a part of God’s plan as Joseph, Mary 
and Jesus.  Certainly, we are not as prominent a part.  No one is as prominent 
as Jesus!  But we are a part nonetheless.   

g.  And because we are a part, God is in control of the circumstances of our 
lives.  It is true that the devil wants to destroy us.  It is true that he is doing 
everything he can to stop us from doing what is right.  It is also true that he is 
doing everything he can to make us as ineffectual in our Lord’s service as he 
can.   

h.  But we mustn’t forget that God has still promised to watch over us and to see 
us to the end of our journey, because we are His children.   

i.  So whatever the battle is that you are fighting, whatever the circumstances 
which have come into your life to test your faith, remember that there is a 
sovereign Lord who oversees history, who is working all of these events for 
your good.   

j.  He sent His Son to die for your sins and to bring you to himself.  He made 
sure that His Son lived so that He could accomplish that work, and there was 
nothing that the devil could do to stop Him.  He will make sure that you, and 
all of His children, arrive safely at home for eternity, no matter what they 
might have to face in this life.   

k.  Let us give thanks to God for the incomprehensible gift He has given to us in 
His Son.  Amen.   


