
 

“Our Rule of Faith and Life” 
(2 Timothy 3:16-17) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  In a world which is constantly changing, it is good to know that we have 
something which will never change.  In a world in which world views and the belief of what is 
right and wrong change with the coming and going of great minds, in a world in which priorities 
are constantly changing, in a world where fads are continually coming and going, it is good to 
know that we have something which will never change, something which is sure and steadfast, 
for like the God who gave it, it always remains the same.  What is this neverchanging anchor for 
our souls that I am referring to?  It is, of course, the Word of God, the Bible.  It is that 
communication from God, that Word, which He, in His infinite wisdom, has given to us to be 
our guide and our rule.  It is that perfect word of truth which never goes out of fashion, because 
it is always infallibly correct.  It is that by which we may always measure our thoughts and our 
intentions, our words and our actions, our beliefs and our teachings, to see if they are in fact 
pleasing to the Lord or not.  The Word of God is precious, more precious than anything else in 
the world.  Solomon wrote to his son, “Take my instruction, and not silver, and knowledge 
rather than choicest gold.  For wisdom is better than jewels; and all desirable things can not 
compare with her” (Prov. 8:10-11).  The Word of God is the wisdom of God; it is the 
knowledge of God.  God has given His Word to us, because of His love for us.  He has given to 
us a treasure beyond compare.  Seeing then that His Word is so precious, how much ought we to 
cherish it and value it more than anything else on earth?  Realizing that it is His Word, how 
much more ought we to seek to live according to it, in order that we might receive His promised 
blessings?   
 What I want you to consider this morning from this passage of Scripture is that 
 
 The Word of God, being the very word of our Lord, is precious and will benefit us more 
than anything else we possess in the world.   
 
I.  The Word of God Is the Very Breath of the Almighty.  Paul Writes, “All Scripture is 

inspired by God.”   
A.  The Word Translated “Inspired” Here, Literally Means “God-Breathed.”   

1.  Paul tells Timothy that the Scriptures are virtually the very word of the infinite God 
who made us and all things.   
a.  These are not merely the writings of men.  The words of men are only of limited 

value.  You can’t always rely on them to be true.  Men do not know all things.  
You certainly cannot put your trust in them to tell you of things which they have not 
seen, things which they cannot know for sure.   

b.  But there are no such limitations on God’s words.  God is the One who knows 
everything that is, and everything which possibly could be.  He is the One who 
knows the end from the beginning.  He knows fully His creation and His plan, and 
He knows it intimately.   

c.  And this God who is unlimited in knowledge and wisdom has written for us a book.  
He did it through the agency of man, to be sure, but this in no way detracts from its 
value.   
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d.  God so ordered the lives of the men who wrote, as well as the circumstances into 
which they wrote, and He so guided them by His Holy Spirit, that what they wrote 
was inerrantly and infallibly His Word.   

e.  It is as much His Word as if He was to come into our very presence, open His holy 
mouth and speak to us in person.  And that is how we are to receive this book and 
what it says.  We are to receive it as His very Word, for that is what it is.   

 
2.  And this virtue, this value, this perfection that the Scripture has extends to all of its 

parts.   
a.  Everything there is His Word.  It is what He intended to speak to us and to His 

whole church throughout all time.   
b.  The church throughout the ages has recognized the voice of her Lord speaking 

through these very pages.   
c.  These 66 books of the Bible have been the canon, or the rule or standard, by which 

God has guided His church throughout the centuries.   
d.  They are not His Words because the church has declared them to be, but the church 

has received them as His Word because they heard Him speaking in those pages of 
Sacred Writ.   

 
B.  This Is What Makes the Bible Precious to the Christian.   

1.  General Revelation is something which God has given to all men.   
a.  God has written a book for all men to read.   
b.  It is called the book of nature, and there are many things which we may learn 

through this book about the God who made us and all things.   
 
2.  But Special Revelation, His Word, is something far more precious which He has 

reserved for His children.   
a.  General Revelation can tell you that God exists, but it cannot tell you how you may 

come to know Him.   
b.  It reveal that God is angry with your sin, but it cannot show you how to be freed 

from your sin.   
c.  Special Revelation is able to do what General Revelation cannot.   

(i)  Within its pages is the most wonderful truth which has ever been revealed to 
mankind.   

(ii)  It speaks of the God who made the universe and all things in it.  It reveals what 
we already know about Him from His book of nature.   

(iii)  But it also explains to us why there is such evil in the hearts of men.  It tells us 
why there is no lasting peace in the world.  It tells us why we have a voice in our 
hearts which bears witness against us that we have done what is wrong, that we 
have somehow offended this infinitely Holy Being.   

(vi)  It also tells us what this Holy Being has done in order that all this evil might be 
vanquished and how we might be reconciled to Him.  It tells us of Christ and of 
His work of redemption on behalf of sinners.   

(vii)  It tells us that the Son of God became man, that He did what was right in the 
sight of His God, that He was lifted up to die for the sins of His people, that He 
was buried and rose again the third day, and that He ascended to take up the rule 
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of all of His Creation for His church.   
(viii)  It tells us that if we will but trust in this Christ to acquit us from our guilt, and 

if we will turn from our sins, that He will abundantly pardon us, that He will 
clothe us with a perfect righteousness, and that He will give to us an everlasting 
inheritance in the heavens.   

(ix)  These are the things which God’s book of nature does not tell us and cannot tell 
us.  Without the Bible, the book in which God gives us a record of the history of 
His redemptive work, you could not know these things.   

(x)  Is the Word of God precious?  For those who understand their condition 
outside of Christ, it is infinitely precious.  There is the danger of an eternity in 
hell for every sinner alive today or who will ever live.  But in God’s Word there 
is the promise of everlasting life for everyone who will embrace the Lord Jesus 
Christ in faith and repentance.   

(xi)  Do you understand its value?  Have you embraced its promises?  I hope you 
have.  If you haven’t, I would invite you to come to the Savior now, to lay hold 
of Christ by faith and to test Him at His Word, to see whether or not He is mighty 
to save.  You will find that no one who puts his trust in Him will ever be 
disappointed.   

(xii)  But there is more.  For the one who has embraced the Savior, this special 
book of God also reveals how you can best live so as to bring honor, glory and 
pleasure to this great Being who has done so much for you.   

(xiii)  It also tells you what He promises to do for you by His grace, if you will 
follow the teachings of His Word.   

 
II.  And This Brings Us to the Second Point:  Because the Bible Is His Word, Reading and 

Following Its Instruction Will Be More Profitable for You than Anything Else You 
Might Possibly Do in the World.  Paul Continues, It Is “Profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; that the man of God may be 
adequate, equipped for every good work.”   
A.  There is no greater blessing in the world than that the disciple of Christ should be like His 

teacher, than that the child of God should be like His Father.  And the Word of God tells 
us exactly how we may do this.   

B.  Paul Tells Us that the Word of God Is Profitable.   
1.  This means it is useful; it is beneficial to us.  There are other books, as I’ve said, 

which were written by men that have limited value, but this book has unlimited value.   
a.  The teachings of men are limited because they are fallible, and you can never  

know for certain whether everything they say is true.  Some of what they say is; 
much is not.   

b.  It is true that there are some things in them that stand the test of time and 
experience.  There are many useful things we may learn from them.   

c.  But it is also true that there is no stamp of infallibility on them.  They contain error 
and will always continue to do so.   

d.  The words of man are also of limited value because of the things which they teach, 
things which may be helpful here, but not in the world to come.  They may improve 
your quality of life while on earth, but if you cannot use them to improve that life 
which is to come, then they are of little value.   
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e.  But that is not true of the Bible.  Its teaching are endorsed by God, so that we can 
always be sure of its truth.  Its teachings also tell us how we may best improve our 
time here, so as to receive the greatest blessings in the life to come.  It tells us how 
we may use the things of this world to promote His glory, and in so doing, how to 
increase the gracious rewards that He will give to His faithful saints on that day.   

f.  Most of all, as I’ve already said, it tells us how to be like the One who made us, and 
being conformed to His image is the greatest blessing that any creature could ever 
possibly have.   

 
2.  Paul tells us how it is able to do this.     

a.  It is able to instruct us in the truth.  It is able to tell us the difference between what 
is right and what is wrong.  It is profitable for teaching.   

b.  It is able to tell us how to do all that we do to the glory of Christ.   
c.  In this sense, it is our infallible rule of life and godliness.  There is nothing else on 

earth like it.   
d.  It is able to show us when we do what is wrong.   
e.  It has the power to convict our hearts of sin.  It is profitable for reproof.   
f.  It not only shows us what is wrong, it also shows us how to do what is right.   
g.  It not only tells us that we have strayed from the path, but also how to get back onto 

it again.  It is profitable for correction.   
h.  Men have written many books telling us what they believe to be right and wrong, 

and oftentimes they have said many thing which are right.   
i.  But there is no way to know whether or not what they say is true unless there is a 

standard by which you can measure it.   
j.  If evolution were true, and there was no god, then anyone’s word would be as 

equally valid as anothers.  There could be no standard.  It is true that one man’s 
opinion might prove to be more beneficial than anothers, but ultimately there would 
be no truth.  Every man would do what is right in his own eyes.   

k.  But the Bible is able to teach us, to show us what we are doing wrong, to show us 
how to get back onto the right path, and it is able to do this infallibly.   

l.  That is why Paul says that it is profitable for training in righteousness.   
m.  It is able to do all that is necessary to put us on the path of truth and keep us there.   
n.  It is able to teach us, instruct us and discipline us even as a parent would a child 

whom he loves.   
o.  It is able to train us in the right way, not in the way of one man’s opinion or a 

thousand men’s, but in the way which our Maker says is right and good.   
p.  At the end of the day, this is really all that matters in life.   
q.  God has given us His Word, so that He might show us the way to come to Him 

through Christ, and so, once coming to Christ, we might know how to live for His 
glory, that we might be adequate, equipped for every good work.”  He has done so 
that we might be fully qualified, perfectly fit, and equipped completely to do every 
good work that He calls us to do.   

 
III.  What Lessons Can We Learn from This Passage?   

A.  First, We Must Treat the Word as a Holy Thing, for It Is the Word of the Holy God.   
1.  It is not to be subject to our criticism or to our complaints.  It is the standard by which 
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we are to live, and by which we will ultimately be judged in the last day.   
2.  We are not to sit as judges over it, but we are to listen to its instruction, and submit to 

it, for it is the voice of our Savior and Lord.   
 
B.  And Second, We Must Follow Its Instructions as Our Only Infallible Rule.   

1.  It must have the final word in all of our controversies and disputes.   
2.  Opinion, tradition, and belief have no authority unless they are rooted in the teachings 

of Scripture and are consistent with it.   
3.  Even our feelings can mislead us if they are contrary to the Word of God.   

a.  The greatest danger of the Charismatic movement is this, that it teaches its followers 
to follow their feelings rather than the Word of God.  Not all do this, but many do.   

b.  They teach that Christians are to walk “in the Spirit.”  But how may one know 
whether or not he is walking in the Spirit?  Those who direct you to the Word as 
your guide do well.  Those who point to something else, do not.   

c.  Many point to an inner feeling, the sense of whether what I am doing is right or 
wrong in the sight of God.  If I do something, and I don’t feel right about it, then its 
wrong.  If I do something else that I feel good about, then its right.   

d.  The Bible calls this conscience.  Conscience can lead us in some measure in the 
right way, but because we still have sin in our hearts, and our consciences can 
become desensitized by sin, it can also mislead us.   

e.  But there is more.  Some claim that they are guided all day long by a direct leading 
of the Spirit.  I think there is good reason to believe that there are times when the 
Lord does “lead” us in this way.  But we must beware.  This leading too is most 
often nothing more than their own feelings and has nothing to do with the will of 
God.   

f.  We must always be willing to submit these “leadings” to the Word of God, as best 
we can, to see whether or not they are His or only ours.   

g.  We can easily mislead ourselves and others.  We are fallible; we are short-sighted; 
we are ignorant; but the Word of God is not.  It is infallible, wise, and 
comprehensive.  It springs from an infinite source.  It will not mislead us.   
 

4.  We must therefore allow it to reprove us when we do what is wrong, knowing that the 
Lord has given it to us as a needed corrective to warn us when we stray from His paths.   

5.  We must allow it to guide us back into the way of our Lord, knowing that when we are 
walking on His paths, we are in the way of His love and His blessing.   

6.  And we must allow it to be our teacher and guide that we might learn the way of 
righteousness from our heavenly Father.   
a.  We must learn all it and accept it all.  We do not have the right to pick and choose 

what we will submit to and what not.   
b.  We must carefully weigh everything it says, and not allow ourselves to develop 

tunnel vision.   
c.  This is the only way which the Lord has ordained that we might be fully ready, 

equipped to do all the work which He has called us to.   
 

7.  And so people of God, what is your infallible guide?  Where do you go to find the 
truth?  When you have a dispute, how do you settle it?  I hope that it is by going to 
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God’s Word.  He has written it for you, addressed it to you, preserved it for you, and 
has made it available to you by His mercy and grace.  May God give you the grace to 
continually study it that you might know His will, and in knowing it that you might be 
fully equipped to carry it out in this life, that you might receive a full reward in the life 
to come.  Amen.   


