
”Our Citizenship Is in Heaven” 
(Philippians 3:20-21) 

Introduction: You will recall that last week Paul was commanding 
the Philippians to follow his example of Christlikeness and to 
pattern their lives after all who follow Christ, who have His image 
deeply impressed onto their lives, who are shining forth with the 
light of His character. They were not just to follow any example 
that they should find within the walls of Christ’s church, for 
there were many then, and still are today, who profess to be 
Christians, but when their lives are measured by the rule of God, 
they fall terribly short. There were those in the church who were 
destined for everlasting destruction, and who showed that they were 
because they did not worship the true God, but the god of their 
bellies; they did not rejoice in holiness, but in the things that 
brought shame to themselves and to their Lord; and they did not 
have their eyes fixed upon heaven, but upon the fleshly things of 
the world. The Philippians were to keep themselves unspotted from 
these things. We live in a world which is fervently seeking 
pleasure at all costs. The world lives each moment only for the 
moment, and not for eternity. They are like drunkards, whose 
cravings for alcohol are so great, they cannot overcome them. They 
seek to stupefy their minds to the reality of the coming judgment, 
and will not face up to it. The author of Proverbs characterizes 
this kind of individual, where he writes, ”THEY STRUCK ME, BUT I 
DID NOT BECOME ILL; THEY BEAT ME, BUT I DID NOT KNOW IT. WHEN 
SHALL I AWAKE? I WILL SEEK ANOTHER DRINK” (Prov. 23:35). The 
world is drunk with pleasure, and they do not care that it will 
ultimately prove to be their undoing. This same sinful madness had 
crept into the church, and for this reason Paul cautioned them with 
tears not to imitate their ungodly behavior. 

Philippians should imitate those who exhibit the life of Christ. 
These whom he had spoken of were of the world, their heart was in 
the world, and their end is destruction. But those who are of the 
household of Christ have their hearts set on the things above, for 
it is in heaven that Jesus, the desire of all believers, dwells. 
It is in heaven that their names have been enrolled as citizens of 
the celestial city. And it is from heaven that their Savior is 
going to return and transform their lowly bodies into His same 
glorious image. And since this is true of them, it is fitting that 
they continue to seek after conformity here with that image which 
they will perfectly reflect there. And what this text is teaching 
us this morning is, 

But Paul goes on now to give a further reason why the 

You should seek after Christlikeness here on earth because 
your true citizenship is in heaven and one day Christ will 
return to perfect His image in you. 

I. First, We Should Seek Christlikeness Because Our True 
Citizenship Is in Heaven, and Here, We Are Only Strangers in a 
a Strange Land. 
A. We, as well the Saints of Old, Should Recognized that this 

World Is Not Our True Home, and We Should Therefore Not 
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Become Conformed to It. 
1.  This world, as we know it, was never the final 

destination of the people of God. 
a. When God first created the world, He made it to be the 

most perfect environment for all of His creatures. 
(i) It had the perfect air to breathe, and the 

perfect climate. 

life and the plant life. 

writes, ”AND GOD SAW ALL THAT HE HAD MADE, AND 
BEHOLD, IT WAS VERY GOOD” (Gen. 1 :31 ) .  

(ii) It had the perfect balance between the animal 

(iii) In short, it could not have been better. Moses 

b. But after the Fall brought the curse upon man and 
upon all of creation, it was no longer the perfect 
environment for man. 
(i) Now all of creation fought against the people 

who lived on the earth. 

an0 t her. 

race would now fight against God, except for 
those, who by God’s grace would be called out 
of the darkness and into God’s holy light. 

(ii) And the people themselves fought against one 

(iii) But most seriously, the whole of the human 

2. The saints knew this, and they lived as strangers in 
the midst of it. 
a. The primary illustration of this is seen in the 

life of Abraham. 
(i) Abraham was called out of his homeland into a 

land which he had not seen. ”BY FAITH 
ABRAHAM, WHEN HE WAS CALLED, OBEYED BY GOING 
OUT TO A PLACE WHICH HE WAS TO RECEIVE FOR AN 

WHERE HE WAS GOING” (Heb. 1 1 : 8 ) .  
(ii) And yet as he went out, he was looking, not for the 

land of Canaan, but for the heavenly city which was 
to come. As a matter of fact, all of his 
descendants, those who were of the same faith, 
followed in his footsteps. ”ALL THESE DIED IN 
FAITH, WITHOUT RECEIVING THE PROMISES, BUT HAVING 
SEEN THEM AND HAVING WELCOMED THEM FROM A DISTANCE, 
AND HAVING CONFESSED THAT THEY WERE STRANGERS AND 
EXILES ON THE EARTH. FOR THOSE WHO SAY SUCH THINGS 
MAKE IT CLEAR THAT THEY ARE SEEKING A COUNTRY OF 
THEIR OWN. AND INDEED IF THEY HAD BEEN THINKING OF 

HAVE HAD OPPORTUNITY TO RETURN. BUT AS IT IS, THEY 
DESIRE A BETTER COUNTRY, THAT IS A HEAVENLY ONE. 
THEREFORE GOD IS NOT ASHAMED TO BE CALLED THEIR 

INHERITANCE; AND HE WENT OUT, NOT KNOWING 

THAT COUNTRY FROM WHICH THEY WENT OUT, THEY woum 

GOD; FOR HE HAS PREPARED A CITY FOR THEM” ( I I : 13-16). 

b. The people of God are strangers in this world, and 
they strive not to be conformed to it. 
(i) Those who come into this country from another 

country seek to maintain their traditions and 
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their culture. 

celebrate their religious and national holidays, 
and their family traditions. They struggle to 
maintain their distinctness in the midst of so many 
who are different. (Wes and Laurie). 

(iii) In the same way, Christians are called upon by 
God to maintain the standards of that heavenly 
realm and not to be pressed into this world’s 
mold. The apostle Paul wrote, ”AND DO NOT BE 
CONFORMED TO THIS WORLD” (Rom. 12: 2). 

(ii) There are Jews who live in the US who continue to 

B .  Rather, Our Eternal Home Is With the Lord in Heaven, and So 
We Ought to Be Preparing for It. 
1.  Paul says here that Christians are citizens of a 

heavenly commonwealth, and it is there that a vast 
majority of our existence will be spent. 
a. Now we are a group of strangers in a strange land. 

(i) The word ”citizenship” used here refers to a 
colony of foreigners who are residing in a 
land other than their own. 

foreigners to the heavenly realm. But having 
been born again from above, we became 
foreigners to this world, and have become 
citizens of heaven. 

(iii) We now belong to that eternal realm, and so 
now we live as foreigners on this earth as we 
await our arrival at home in heaven. 

(ii) A s  we were born into the world, we were 

b. And when our short time on this earth is ended, we 
will 
(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

2. And 
a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

spend eternity in that heavenly realm. 
Our time on this earth, even if it is the better 
part of a century, will soon be all spent. 
But the Lord has decreed that once we come 
into existence, we will never cease to exist. 
The time yet before us stretches on 
infinitely, and it is in this time to come 
that we will live in the eternal city of God, 
in the new heavens and the new earth. 

so we must prepare ourselves in this world for the next. 
When Paul said to ”NOT BE CONFORMED TO THIS WORLD,” he 
then added, ”BUT BE TRANSFORMED BY THE RENEWING OF YOUR 
MIND” (Rom. 12:2) .  
The Christian has the problem of already being 
conformed to this world. But he is now no longer 
to allow himself to conform to it, rather, he is to 
be transformed, to begin living in this life the 
life that he will be living in the next. 
It is like the foreigner who lives in our country. He 
seeks to preserve those values and traditions which 
would intrude upon his own. And yet for us it is 
different, for we have been raised in a sinful world, 
and are now seeking to conform to a heavenly one. 
And so we strive to attain and hold on to the 
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godliness of life that awaits us in heaven. 

11. But Secondly, We Should Seek Christlikeness Because We Are 
Destined One Day to Reflect His Image Perfectly. 
A. Because We Are to Be Transformed into the Image of Our Lord 

in the Future, We Will Strive to Grow into that Image Here. 
1.  Knowing that this world is not our permanent residence, 

we should long for that perfection which is coming in 
the future. 
a. Our bodies are now called the body of our humiliation. 

(i) It refers to the state of our bodies now while 
they are still earthy. 

corrupted by sin, so that it perishes all at 
once and turns again into dust. 

(ii) It is that flesh and blood which has been 

b. But when Christ returns, He will transform our 
bodies into the likeness of His most glorious body 
with His omnipotent power. 

We see illustrations in nature of a shadowy 
type of this: the tadpole gradually is 
transformed into the frog, the caterpillar 
spins his cocoon and eventually emerges as a 
beautiful butterfly. 
But this is far below in comparison to what 
awaits us at Christ’s coming. 
When Christ returns, He will sound the 
trumpet. and we will be gloriously transformed. 
”FOR THE LORD HIMSELF WILL DESCEND FROM HEAVEN WITH 
A SHOUT, WITH THE VOICE OF THE ARCHANGEL, AND WITH 
THE TRUMPET OF am; AND THE n E m  IN CHRIST SHALL 
RISE FIRST. THEN WE WHO ARE ALIVE AND REMAIN SHALL 
BE CAUGHT UP TOGETHER WITH THEM IN THE CLouns TO 
MEET THE LORD IN THE AIR, AND THUS WE SHALL ALWAYS 

THE IMPERISHABLE, AND THIS MORTAL WILL HAVE 

BE WITH THE LORD” ( 1  Thes. 4:16-17). 
”BUT WHEN THIS PERISHABLE WILL HAVE PUT ON 

PUT ON IMMORTALITY, THEN WILL COME ABOUT THE 
SAYING THAT IS WRITTEN, ’DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP 
IN VICTORY’” ( 1  Cor. 15:54). 
When He comes again, whether we are alive, or 
whether our bodies have been laid in the 
grave, we will be instantly transformed into 
the same form as our resurrected and 
glorified Lord, by the unstoppable power that 
He has even to subject all things to Himself. 

c. But our bodies are not all that will be transformed 
into his likeness, our souls will also be made like 
unto His holy image. 
(i) The Lord will not change our bodies only and leave 

us struggling with the sin in our members. 

sin and evil corruption, and as shining lights 
with no imperfections, our souls will beam 
with holy love for the Savior. 

(ii) We will also be instantly purified from all 
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2. And so as those who long for these wonderful blessings 
to be ours, we should strive to obtain what we can of 
it even in this life. 
a. The tadpole cannot speed his metamorphosis into a 

frog, nor can the caterpillar into a butterfly. 
b. In the same respect, we cannot do anything to 

quicken the transformation of our bodies. It 
happens all at once, or not at all. 

can do something with regard to the transformation 
of our souls into His image. 
(i) We already saw Paul’s command to be 

c. But the Scripture at the same time tells us that we 

transformed by the renewing of our minds. 

MAN IS DECAYING, YET OUR INNER MAN IS BEING 
RENEWED DAY BY DAY” ( 2  Cor. 4: 16). 
There is a process going on in this life of 
our being conformed into the likeness of 
Christ. Though we cannot conform to His 
glorified body, we can be transformed to a 
certain degree into the likeness of His 
righteousness and purity. And for this we 
should be striving with all that is within us. 

(ii) He furthermore says, ”BUT THOUGH OUR OUTWARD 

(iii) 

B. But at the Same Time, We Must Realize that We Will Not Obtain 
that Image in Its Perfection on this Side of Glory. And So We 
Wait Eagerly for the Return of Christ, Who Will Transform Our 
Lowly Body into the Likeness of His Glorious One. 
1.  Christ may return for us before His second coming. 

a. There are in the Scriptures several different 
comings of Christ. 
(i) There is His coming again at the end of the age. 

(ii) There is His coming in the armies of Titus to 
overthrow Jerusalem. 

(iii) And there is the coming of Christ for individuals 
at death, such as where He tells His apostles, ”I 
GO TO PREPARE A PLACE FOR YOU. AND IF I GO AND 
PREPARE A PLACE FOR YOU, I WILL COME AGAIN, AND 
RECEIVE YOU TO MYSELF; THAT WHERE I AM, THERE YOU 
MAY BE ALSO” (John 14:3). 

b. And when He comes for us at death, our spirits will 
be perfected, although our bodies will be committed 
to the ground. 
(i) This is not the culmination of all things for 

us. There is still that great event yet ahead. 

complete for the Lord made us to be both body 
and soul, not to live separated from the body. 

life. Paul writes, ”WE ARE OF GOOD COURAGE, I SAY, 

BE AT HOME WITH THE LORD” (2 Cor. 5:8), for ”TO 
DEPART AND BE WITH CHRIST, . . . IS VERY MUCH 
BETTER” (Phi 1. 2: 23). 

(ii) In this condition, all things are not yet 

(iii) But even this is to be preferred to the present 

AND PREFER RATHER TO BE ABSENT FROM THE Bony AND TO 
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2. But what we eagerly wait for is His glorious Second 
Coming when our bodies will be gloriously raised and 
sin will be forever wiped away from our lives. 
a. Then we will be instantly changed; then sin will be 

b. And the bodies of those who are already perfected in the 

c. Then perfection will come; then death will be vanquished. 
d. And it is for this that the Christian eagerly waits, for 

this is the redemption of his body and his full adoption 
into sonship. "AND NOT ONLY THIS, BUT ALSO WE OURSELVES, 
HAVING THE FIRST FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT, EVEN WE OURSELVES 
GROAN WITHIN OURSELVES, WAITING EAGERLY FOR OUR ADOPTION 
AS SONS, THE REDEMPTION OF OUR BODY" (Rom. 8:23). 

III. Uses. And so the Lord exhorts you this morning to press on 

forever subdued. 

heavens will be raised and joined again with them. 

towards Christian maturity, because: 
A. Your Real Home Is in Heaven, Not On the Earth. 

1.  The Christian longs for that heavenly home because 
everything he loves and adores is there. 
a. In heaven there is perfect righteousness and 

b. In heaven there is the company of saints and 
holiness and no sin. 

perfect communion that we can only experience to a 
very small degree on earth. 

out their praises to our holy God. 

the desire of saints and angels, who gave Himself 
for us that we might be delivered from everlasting 
damnation and wrath and given the eternal riches. 

c. In heaven are the holy angels who continually cry 

d. And in heaven is our blessed Redeemer, He who is 

2. Do you really believe that to depart and to be with 
Christ is very much better? If so, then you should 
stop making your home in this world, separate your 
heart from the things of the world, and pursue the 
righteousness without which no one will see the Lord. 
a. The things that are in the world, energized by 

Satan, and loved by our flesh, are the greatest 
enemies that we have to face. 

b. And the more that we compromise with the world, the 
more we will lose the power of godliness. 

c. And so you must loosen your affections from this 
world. You must purge your heart from the love of 
worldly things. 

d. Prepare yourselves for your heavenly home; lay up 
your treasures there. Jesus said, "SELL YOUR 
POSSESSIONS m n  GIVE TO CHARITY; MAKE YOURSELVES 
PURSES WHICH no NOT WEAR OUT, AN UNFAILING TREASURE 
IN HEAVEN, WHERE NO THIEF COMES NEAR, NOR MOTH 
DESTROYS. FOR WHERE YOUR TREASURE IS, THERE WILL 
YOUR HEART BE ALSO" (Luke 12:33-34). 

B. Secondly, You Should Press on to Maturity Because Your Lord 
May Return at any Time. 
1.  You, as well as all the saints since the apostle Paul 



7 

live at a time when Christ could come at any moment. 
a. Christ said His coming would be at a time when it 

was not expected. He said, ”BE ON THE ALERT THEN, 
FOR YOU DO NOT KNOW THE DAY NOR THE HOUR” (Matt. 
25: 13). 

could happen very quickly. 
b. The events which must transpire before His coming 

2. Therefore, you are to be ready at all times as Christ 
commanded His disciples, lest coming, He finds you 
unprepared, and the door of life is forever shut 
against you. 
a. Jesus said to His disciples, ”BE DRESSED IN 

READINESS, AND KEEP YOUR LAMPS ALIGHT. AND BE LIKE 
MEN WHO ARE WAITING FOR THEIR MASTER WHEN HE 
RETURNS FROM THE WEDDING FEAST, SO THAT THEY MAY 
IMMEDIATELY OPEN THE DOOR TO HIM WHEN HE COMES AND 
KNOCKS. BLESSED ARE THOSE SLAVES WHOM THE MASTER 
SHALL FIND ON THE ALERT WHEN HE COMES; TRULY I SAY 
TO YOU, THAT HE WILL GIRD HIMSELF TO SERVE, AND 
HAVE THEM RECLINE AT THE TABLE, AND WILL COME UP 
AND WAIT ON THEM. WHETHER HE COMES IN THE SECOND 
WATCH, OR EVEN IN THE THIRD, AND FINDS THEM SO, 
BLESSED ARE THOSE SLAVES’ (Luke 12: 35-38). 

b. Those who are ready will go in with the Lord to the 
feast, and the Lord Himself will wait on them. 

c. But woe to you if you are not prepared, for the 
Lord said of the foolish virgins, ”AND WHILE THEY 
WERE GOING AWAY TO MAKE THE PURCHASE, THE 
BRIDEGROOM CAME, AND THOSE WHO WERE READY WENT IN 
WITH HIM TO THE WEDDING FEAST; AND THE DOOR WAS 

SAYING, ’LORD, LORD, OPEN FOR US. ’ BUT HE ANSWERED 

BE ON THE ALERT THEN, FOR YOU DO NOT KNOW THE DAY 
NOR THE HOUR” (Matt. 25: 10-13). 

d. The foolish virgins were only associated with the 
things of Christianity and had no closed with 
Christ. Don’t you be found outside of Christ on 
that day, but come to Him even now in faith and 
repentance. 

SHUT. AND LATER THE OTHER VIRGINS ALSO CAME, 

AND SAID, ’TRULY I SAY TO YOU, I no NOT KNOW YOU.’ 

C. And Lastly, You Should Continue to Strive After Christ’s 
Likeness Here Because You Are Destined to Become Perfectly 
Conformed to It in Heaven. 
1.  As I pointed out in an evening sermon a few Lord’s Days 

ago, we should not confuse justification with 
sanctification. 
a. Yes, if you are a Christian here this morning, your 

sins are forgiven, and you could not stand any more 
perfect and holy in the sight of God than you 
already are. 

b. But this does not mean that you are not to be 
striving after increasing holiness in this life. 

2. The Lord exhorts you, that if your life is to be 
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eventually transformed into perfection, your heart will 
long for it here, and you will be making increasing 
strides in holy living now. 
a. 

b. 
C. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

Never forget that this is why the Lord redeemed you 
unto Himself, so that you might be a holy people. 
He commands you to be holy, because He is holy. 
But you might say, Why should I strive after holiness if 
I can’t reach perfection here anyway, especially if the 
Lord can do it all in one step when He comes?” 
It comes down to this, growth in holiness is 
possible in the here and now, and it is commanded. 
Christ laid down His life, He merited the grace, He gives 
to you everything you need pertaining to life and 
godliness, and He says to you this morning, ”Be holy!” 
People of God, if you love Christ, if you see yourself as 
citizens, not of this world, but of the world to come, if 
you believe that Christ is coming again to take you to 
Himself, and you are eagerly waiting for His coming, you 
will press on to maturity out of love for Him. Christ 
gave His life to buy your release from judgment, can you 
offer Him anything less than your life in return? Amen. 


