
“Opposition at Corinth” 
(Acts 18:12-17)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  In Corinth, we again saw Paul evangelizing.   
a.  He began by doing part-time missionary work, although he used all his time to serve 

the Lord and further his cause.   
b.  But when Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia, where Paul had earlier left 

them, he began to devote all his time to promoting the work of the Gospel.  
c.  There were, of course, many things that motivated Paul:   

(i)  He wanted to serve and glorify the One who had mercifully saved him through 
Christ.   

(ii)  He wanted to show his love and thankfulness to God through his submission to 
Christ’s call.   

(iii)  But there was one more sobering motive:  he wanted to be sure that he was free 
from the blood of all men – from any responsibility for their ultimate destruction.  
How did he do this?   
(a)  By making sure he spoke with everyone the Lord sent him to.   
(b)  And by telling them everything they needed to know to be saved, even if they 

didn’t want to hear it.   
(c)  If they refused to listen and accept Christ, they would die, but Paul wouldn’t 

be responsible.   
(d)  But if he failed to tell them, and they died without Christ, then the 

responsibility of their death would partly be his.   
 

(iv)  That would not be an easy thing to live with – knowing that you’re partly 
responsible for someone else’s destruction.   
(a)  We need to make sure that we are faithful to minister to those the Lord gives 

us opportunity.   
(b)  And we need to repent of any unfaithfulness to do this on our part, that the 

blood of Christ might cleanse away our sins.   
(c)  The Lord doesn’t want us to justify ourselves in this or any area of sin, but to 

confess our sins, turn into the right path, and do the best we can to serve and 
glorify Him.   

 
2.  But we also saw the Lord encourage Paul with the promise of protection.   

a.  Paul was afraid.   
(i)  Not paralyzed, but he had to deal with fear.   
(ii)  The fear of persecution, arrest, punishment, even death at the hands of the Jews.   
(iii)  Even more so when he turned to the Gentiles:   

(a)  The Jews didn’t like Paul preaching the Gospel to them, but they liked his 
preaching to the Gentiles even less.   

(b)  This is one of the way the Lord planned to provoke them to jealousy that 
some might be saved, and some were.   
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b.  One of our greatest obstacles is the fear of what people will think or do to us if we 

tell them the truth, especially in our modern, post-Christian world.   
(i)  We’ll very likely be a laughingstock to many, attacked, injured.   
(ii)  But let’s not forget that God’s people have always had to face this:  we’re not 

alone.   
(a)  Consider Paul’s example here.   
(b)  Consider Noah’s in his day.   

 
c.  As Paul considered these things, he must have realized that he was in a dangerous 

situation; and so to alleviate his fear, the Lord came to encourage him.   
a.  He told Paul He would be with him, that no one would attack him, and that He 

had many people in that city.   
b.  And with these promises freshly imprinted on his heart, he labored there for 18 

months, teaching the Word of God among them.   
 
B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, we see that this protection wasn’t to last indefinitely.   
a.  The Jews now seize Paul and take him before the civil magistrate to accuse him.   
b.  But we need to realize that this was just as much God’s will as the protection He had 

been giving Paul.   
c.  There were other places the Lord had for Paul to go and now He was beginning to 

move him on by means of spiritual warfare.   
 

2.  As we look at this passage, let’s consider three things about this warfare:   
a.  First, when the Lord doesn’t hold the kingdom of darkness back, it will attack us on 

whatever front it can:  the Lord now begins to allow opposition to arise from the 
Jews.   

b.  Second, in this warfare, the Lord sometimes raises up help from unexpected sources:  
Gallio does not uphold the Jews’ complaint but drives them away from his judgment 
seat.   

c.  Finally, though the Lord promises to work all things together for good in this 
warfare, this doesn’t mean we will never suffer for the Gospel:  Sosthenes was 
beaten and no one came to his aid.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, if the Lord doesn’t hold back the kingdom of darkness, it will attack us on whatever 
front it can.  “But while Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews with one accord rose up 
against Paul and brought him before the judgment seat, saying, ‘This man persuades men 
to worship God contrary to the law’” (Acts 18:12-13).   
1.  The Lord now lowered, at least partially, His shield of protection.   

a.  The Jews, who had left Paul alone for 18 months, took him into custody.   
b.  They brought him before the magistrate and began to accuse him falsely.   

(i)  Perhaps they thought Gallio would take their side:  he was, after all, the older 
brother of Seneca, the Roman Stoic philosopher.  Perhaps they though he would 
oppose Christianity as his brother would for its belief in the resurrection of Christ.   
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(ii)  The charge they brought was that Paul was teaching men to worship contrary to 
the Law of Moses.   
(a)  Was Paul guilty of this charge?  Yes.  He was teaching them to worship God 

apart from the ceremonial law of Moses – the sacrifices, the Temple, the 
priesthood, and circumcision.   

(b)  And yet, no, because he was teaching them to come through the Mediator 
greater than Moses, Jesus Christ; through His sacrifice, which is better than the 
Old Covenant animal sacrifices; apart from the earthly Temple and priesthood, 
but through the Priest greater than Aaron (order of Melchizedek) who ministers 
in the true Temple in heaven; and apart from circumcision of the flesh, but 
through the circumcision of the heart by the Spirit of God.   

(c)  Paul wasn’t guilty:  he was preaching the truth, the fulfillment of the Law of 
Moses.   

(d)  But they didn’t see it because they were blinded by their sin and so doing the 
will of their father, the devil.   

 
2.  Does this mean the Lord didn’t keep His promise to protect Paul?   

a.  No, because He also promised that Paul would be persecuted:   
(i)  Jesus said to Ananias, “I will show him how much he must suffer for My name’s 

sake” (Acts 9:16).   
(ii)  The same is true for us, “All who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be 

persecuted” (2 Tim. 3:12).   
 

b.  Sometimes He mercifully holds back persecution, but He is not bound to do so.   
c.  But He has bound Himself to this promise:  that He will work all things together for 

good to those who love Him (Rom. 8:28).   
d.  Even when the Lord pulls back His protection and the kingdom of darkness advances 

against us, we should still not be afraid.   
 

B.  Second, sometimes the Lord raises up help from unexpected sources:  “But when Paul was 
about to open his mouth, Gallio said to the Jews, ‘If it were a matter of wrong or of vicious 
crime, O Jews, it would be reasonable for me to put up with you; but if there are questions 
about words and names and your own law, look after it yourselves; I am unwilling to be a 
judge of these matters.’  And he drove them away from the judgment seat” (vv. 14-16).   
1.  Paul was ready to make his defense:   

a.  He was content to have an audience and an opportunity that would force the Jews to 
listen again to what he had to say.   

b.  He was ready to use every opportunity to proclaim Christ.   
 

2.  But Gallio stopped him.   
a.  Why?  Because as far as he was concerned, this was not a matter for the government 

to deal with.   
b.  What Paul did was not an offense against Roman Law, but against Jewish Law – 

though Gallio might have recognized it as such if he had understood that Christianity 
was not a sect of Judaism.   

c.  This was an in-house debate that didn’t concern Rome – a question about words and 
names and their own law – although Rome had no idea just how much this concerned 
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them (the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God because they 
are spiritually discerned).   

d.  He wanted their debate to stay in-house and the government to stay out of it.   
e.  And so Gallio drove them away.   

(i)  The Bible does support the sphere sovereignty of church and state.  But they are 
to be integrated in their desire to serve the Lord in fear in their particular areas of 
authority.   

(ii)  The church, entrusted with the revelation of God, should be the prophetic voice 
to the state, saying, “This is the way, walk in it” (Isa. 30:21).   

(iii)  The state should protect the true religion and not tolerate those religions that are 
false and that will bring God’s wrath down on our nation.   

(iv)  For this to happen, we need revival – the hearts of men must be changed 
through the Gospel, that we might elect godly men to office.   

(v)  To this end, we need to continue to pray and evangelize.   
 

f.  Though Paul wasn’t able to make his case, he did escape this snare of the Jews:   
(i)  The Lord used a godless leader unwittingly to help him.   
(ii)  He is also able to do the same for us.   

 
C.  Finally, though the Lord promises to work all things together for good in this warfare, this 

doesn’t mean we’ll never suffer for the Gospel:  “And they all took hold of Sosthenes, the 
leader of the synagogue, and began beating him in front of the judgment seat.  But Gallio 
was not concerned about any of these things” (v. 17).   
1.  Sosthenes, was a Jewish believer.   

a.  A rather important one:  the leader of the synagogue.   
b.  One who was with Paul when he wrote his letter to the church at Corinth (1 Cor. 

1:1).   
 

2.  Though Paul escaped their hands, Sosthenes did not.   
a.  They took him and started beating him in front of Gallio.   

(i)  Why?  Probably because he had helped Paul.   
(ii)  As a leader in the Jewish community, they thought he should have known better.   
 

b.  But Gallio did nothing about it:  he behaved unjustly.   
(i)  Sometimes it is the Lord’s will we suffer and sometimes not.   
(ii)  But the Lord spared his life, put His mark on him (Gal. 6:17), gave him a place 

of honor in the church throughout all generations, and most importantly a greater 
reward in heaven.   

(iii)  I don’t think Sosthenes is now complaining in heaven.   
(iv)  It is an honor to suffer for the Lord.   
 

c.  We can count on the world’s attacks.  But when it does, remember:   
(i)  It can only do so when it is the Lord’s will.   
(ii)  The Lord is able raise up help from different quarters, if He wills.   
(ii)  But even if He doesn’t, He will still work all we must suffer together for His 

glory and our good.  Amen.   


