
“Only by His Grace” 

(Mark 14:27-31) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  After singing a hymn  

a.  Jesus and the disciples went out to the Mount of Olives to pray.   

b.  It was here Jesus made a surprising prediction  

c.  Regarding His disciples –  

d.  One that caught them off guard:   “You will all fall away.”   

(i)  Jesus said that every one of His disciples –  

(ii)  Not just Peter –  

(iii)  Was going to abandon Him.   

 

2.  Now how did Jesus know this was going to happen?   

a.  Because of what the Scripture said –  

(i)  “I will strike down the Shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered” –  

(ii)  And Scripture, being God’s Word, can’t be wrong.   

 

b.  Jesus was about to be struck down –  

(i)  He would be betrayed – as we’ve seen, by Judas –  

(ii)  Handed over to the Romans  

(iii)  And crucified.   

 

c.  But that wasn’t going to be the end –  

(i)  He would be raised again!   

(a)  Remember, they would eat and drink  

(b)  With Him in His kingdom.   

(c)  Jesus says here,  

(d)  “After I have been raised, I will go ahead of you to Galilee.”   

 

(ii)  He would be killed,  

(a)  But He would be raised up again –  

(b)  And they would be there to see it.   
 

B.  Preview.   

1.  And that, in spite of what they were about to do.   

a.  When the Shepherd is struck down,  

(i)  The sheep would be scattered.   

(ii)  They were the sheep.   

(iii)  They were all going to deny Him.   

 

b.  But how could this be?   

(i)  Peter was the first to object:   
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(a)  “Even though all may fall away, yet I will not.”   

(b)  These might not be able to stand with you Lord,  

(c)  But I will – I will never abandon you.   

 

(ii)  Because he was the first to speak up,  

(a)  Jesus spoke to him first, “Truly I say to you, that this very night, 

before a rooster crows twice, you yourself will deny Me three times.”   

(b)  He would not only deny Him, but do it three times!   

 

(iii)  Peter replied, “Even if I have to die with You, I will not deny You!”   

(a)  The rest said the same thing.   

(b)  They would never abandon God’s Son  

(c)  During His time of greatest need!   

(d)  They couldn’t do this to One  

(e)  They loved so much!   

 

c.  The sad truth is,  

(i)  Even knowing ahead of time  

(ii)  What Jesus said,  

(iii)  So that they could be on their guard against it,  

(iv)  When the time came,  

(v)  That’s exactly what they did –  

(vi)  They abandoned Him –  

(vii)  Every one of them!   

 

2.  Now what does all this tell us?   

a.  It tells us that we’re ultimately not in control  

(i)  Of everything that happens to us,  

(ii)  Of everything we do –  

(iii)  God is in control.   

(a)  Yes, we’re free to make the choices we want,  

(b)  But God is in absolute control of those choices.   

 

b.  And so it tells us  

(i)  That if we are to stand firm in the faith,  

(ii)  We can only do it by God’s grace.   

 

c.  Let’s consider these two things this morning.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, God is the One who is in absolute control of all things.   

1.  Why did the disciples all fall away from Jesus?   

a.  Why did they all abandon Him in His time of greatest need?   

(i)  Why didn’t even one of them stand?   

(ii)  It’s because this was God’s will.   

(iii)  Jesus said, “It is written . . .”   
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b.  It’s not that He looked ahead to see what they would do  

(i)  And then told them ahead of time.   

(ii)  They would do this because this was His plan.   

 

2.  God is in absolute control over everything!   

a.  Nebuchadnezzar discovered this, as we saw earlier.   

(i)  After the Lord took his reason away for a time and then returned it,  

(ii)  This was the first thing he saw –  

(iii)  It’s what God wanted him to see, “All the inhabitants of the earth are 

accounted as nothing, but He does according to His will in the host of 

heaven and among the inhabitants of earth; and no one can ward off His 

hand or say to Him, ‘What have You done?” (Dan. 4:35).   

 

b.  Paul discovered the same thing  

(i)  When he was on his way to Damascus  

(a)  To drag any Christians he found  

(b)  Back to Jerusalem for trial and execution.   

 

(ii)  The furthest thing from his mind and heart on that day  

(a)  Was actually becoming a Christian.   

(b)  But the Lord arrested his progress  

(c)  Down the road of destruction  

(d)  And turned his heart towards Him.   

(e)  So that Paul could later write, “Also we have obtained an inheritance, 

having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things 

after the counsel of His will” (1:11).   

 

(iii)  God exercises absolute control  

(a)  Over everything that happens in this world  

(b)  And to the inhabitants of this world   

 

c.  He planned which angels  

(i)  Would fall in Lucifer’s rebellion  

(a)  And become demons,  

(b)  And which would stand  

(c)  And become the servants  

(d)  Of those who would inherit salvation (Heb. 1:14).   

 

(ii)  The fact that the angels are superior –  

(a)  Both in intellect and power –  

(b)  May be the reason they fell.   

(c)  Lucifer couldn’t bring himself  

(d)  To submit to become a servant of man –  

(e)  He had a pride issue (Isa. 14:12-14) –  

(f)  And so he rebelled  
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(g)  And other of the angels rebelled with him.   

 

(iii)  The angels that didn’t fall  

(a)  Are called the chosen or the elect angels,  

(b)  Showing that the Lord sovereignly chose  

(c)  Which angels He would give the grace to stand  

(d)  And which not.   

(e)  Paul writes to Timothy, “I solemnly charge you in the presence of God 

and of Christ Jesus and of His chosen angels, to maintain these 

principles without bias, doing nothing in a spirit of partiality” (1 Tim. 

5:21).   

 

(iv)  God does what He wills among the hosts of heaven.   

 

d.  He also does according to His will among the inhabitants of the earth.   

(i)  He does this in the affairs of mankind, as we saw with Nebuchadnezzar.   

(ii)  Hannah sums it up well  

(a)  After receiving Samuel in answer to her prayer.   

(b)  “The bows of the mighty are shattered, but the feeble gird on strength.  

Those who were full hire themselves out for bread, but those who were 

hungry cease to hunger.  Even the barren gives birth to seven, but she 

who has many children languishes.  The LORD kills and makes alive; 

He brings down to Sheol and raises up.  The LORD makes poor and 

rich; He brings low, He also exalts.  He raises the poor from the dust, 

He lifts the needy from the ash heap to make them sit with nobles, and 

inherit a seat of honor” (1 Sam. 2:4-8).   

 

(iii)  When the king of Assyria boasted that Judah’s God  

(a)  Would not be able to deliver them  

(b)  Pointing to his many conquests over other nations,  

(c)  The Lord said to him, “Have you not heard?  Long ago I did it, from 

ancient times I planned it.  Now I have brought it to pass, that you 

should turn fortified cities into ruinous heaps.  Therefore their 

inhabitants were short of strength, they were dismayed and put to 

shame . . .” (Isa. 37:26-27).   

(d)  The king of Assyria was only the instrument God used.   

(e)  He was the One who overthrew those nations!   

 

(iv)  More importantly, He is sovereign  

(a)  Over who will be saved and who not.   

(b)  Paul writes, “He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, 

that we would be holy and blameless before Him.  In love He 

predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, 

according to the kind intention of His will, to the praise of the glory of 

His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved” (Eph. 1:4-

6).   
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(c)  And he writes to the Romans, “He says to Moses, ‘I WILL HAVE 

MERCY ON WHOM I HAVE MERCY, AND I WILL HAVE 

COMPASSION ON WHOM I HAVE COMPASSION.’  So then it 

does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, but on 

God who has mercy.  For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, ‘FOR THIS 

VERY PURPOSE I RAISED YOU UP, TO DEMONSTRATE MY 

POWER IN YOU, AND THAT MY NAME MIGHT BE 

PROCLAIMED THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE EARTH.’  So then 

He has mercy on whom He desires, and He hardens whom He desires. . 

. .  Or does not the potter have a right over the clay, to make from the 

same lump one vessel for honorable use and another for common use?” 

(9:15-18, 21).   

(d)  God does according to His will  

(e)  Among the inhabitants of the earth.   

 

e.  Does this mean that things couldn’t have happened any other way?  Yes.   

(i)  Does this mean the disciples didn’t have a choice  

(a)  As to whether or not they would abandon Jesus?   

(b)  Of course they had a choice.   

(1)  They could choose to stand with Jesus,  

(2)  As they said they would,  

(3)  Or they could choose to abandon Him.   

(4)  They were free to choose what they wanted.   

(5)  But it was certain in God’s plan  

(6)  That they were all going to choose to abandon Him.   

 

(ii)  Does this mean God forced them  

(a)  To do this against their will?  No!   

(b)  He simply used their sin  

(c)  To bring this about.   

 

(iii)  Not too much later,  

(a)  After Jesus had died and risen again,  

(b)  He would give them His Spirit  

(c)  And the power to stand (Acts 1:8).   

(d)  But He would not do it here.   

(e)  He determined not to do anything  

(f)  That would prevent them from choosing what they did.   

 

f.  God is sovereign over everything that happens.   

(i)  When He sent His Son into the world  

(ii)  It was certain that He would be rejected by His people  

(iii)  And crucified by the Romans,  

(iv)  Because this was His plan.   

(v)  The disciples prayed, “For truly in this city there were gathered together 

against Your holy servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and 
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Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, to do 

whatever Your hand and Your purpose predestined to occur” (Acts 4:27-

28).   

(vi)  The Lord is in control of all things in heaven and earth.   

 

B.  Let’s move now to the second point – which is the application – Therefore, if you 

are to stand firm in the faith, you can only do it by God’s grace.   

1.  Don’t forget, you needed His grace  

a.  To trust Him to begin with.   

(i)  You were born dead in sin (Eph. 2:1) –  

(ii)  You were the children of wrath (v. 3),  

(iii)  You could do nothing good (Rom. 3:10-12),  

(iv)  You could not please God (Rom. 8:8).   

 

b.  The Lord had to give you His grace  

(i)  Before you could receive His Son.   

(ii)  That’s what He was pleased sovereignly to give you  

(a)  If you are trusting Him this morning.   

(b)  So first, make sure  

(c)  You give Him all the glory and honor for this!   

 

2.  But, as we’ve seen,  

a.  You salvation isn’t the only thing He has planned.   

(i)  He’s also in absolute control over everything  

(ii)  That happens in your life.   

(a)  Whatever has happened to you is a part of His plan.   

(b)  Whatever is happening to you is a part of His plan.   

(c)  And whatever is yet to happen to you is part of His plan.   

(d)  Nothing that happens in your life is outside of His control.   

 

b.  But I also want you to see  

(i)  From the example we have of the disciples –  

(a)  Both here in our text,  

(b)  As well as later, when filled with the Spirit –  

 

(ii)  That His plan also includes  

(a)  Your response to the things  

(b)  He brings into your life:   

(1)  Whether you will stand  

(2)  Or whether you will fall.   

 

(c)  The Lord is in control  

(1)  Even of these things.   

(2)  He gives grace  

(3)  And He withholds grace,  

(4)  According to His will,  
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(5)  But He always does so for a good purpose (Rom. 8:28).   

 

(iii)  Could the Lord have prevented Adam and Eve  

(a)  From falling away in the Garden?   

(b)  Could He have given them the grace to stand?  Yes.   

(c)  But did He?  No.  Why?   

(d)  Because the Fall was part of His plan  

(1)  To glorify His grace, mercy and justice.   

(2)  We never would have seen  

(A)  Just how gracious and merciful God really is  

(B)  In saving those who hate Him,  

(C)  If the Fall hadn’t happened.   

 

(3)  If the Fall hadn’t happened  

(A)  We never would have seen the justice of God  

(B)  In holding men accountable for their sins.   

 

(iv)  Could He have stopped Judas from betraying Jesus,  

(a)  Or Peter from denying Him  

(b)  And the disciples from abandoning Him?   

(c)  Yes.  But He didn’t.  Why?   

(1)  If He had, we wouldn’t have been saved  

(2)  Because Jesus wouldn’t have been crucified.   

(3)  And they wouldn’t have seen  

(4)  Just how much they really need His strength to stand.   

 

(v)  God sovereignly gives and withholds His grace  

(a)  When and where He pleases  

(b)  To bring about what He pleases.   

 

c.  Sometimes He will give you grace to stand.   

(i)  When He does,  

(ii)  You should thank Him for it.   

 

d.  Sometimes, He will withhold His grace  

(i)  And allow you to fall.   

(ii)  When He does, remember two things:   

(a)  First, that you are still responsible for your sins.   

(1)  You need to repent,  

(2)  Because you chose to do what was wrong.   

(3)  You also need to seek Him for His grace  

(4)  To do what’s right the next time.   

 

(b)  And second, that He only allows you to fall  

(1)  That He might bring something good into your life.   

(2)  He doesn’t want to destroy you,  
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(3)  But to help you to grow (Heb. 12:10),  

(4)  And glorify His name through you.   

(5)  God’s love for you is so great  

(6)  That He will even turn your sins into blessings.   

(7)  The disciples would deny Jesus,  

(8)  But this, in the end, would make them even stronger.   

 

3.  Let me just say in closing  

a.  That this is only true for you who have trusted the Lord.   

b.  If you haven’t,  

(i)  He’s not going to work your sins  

(ii)  Together for your good,  

(iii)  But hold you accountable  

(iv)  For every single one of them (Rom. 2:5-6).   

 

c.  What should you do?   

(i)  Turn from your sins,  

(ii)  And turn to the Lord.   

(iii)  If you do, He will forgive all your sins.   

(a)  He will use everything  

(1)  That’s happened to you  

(2)  So far in your life for your good –  

(3)  You’ll find that was His plan  

(4)  From the beginning –  

 

(b)  And He will work everything  

(1)  That happens to you from here on out  

(2)  For your good and His glory,  

(3)  And at the end of your life,  

(4)  He will bring you to heaven.   

 

d.  The Lord, who is in absolute control of all things  

(i)  Has planned that His Gospel be offered to you this morning.   

(ii)  He is infinitely gracious and merciful, as we’ve seen.  

(a)  Come to Him while He stands near to save you.   

(b)  Don’t take it for granted  

(c)  That the offer will always be there.   

(d)  He calls you today.   

(e)  Come to Him today  

(f)  Don’t offend Him by turning away.   

(g)  Receive the love He offers you in His Son  

(h)  And be saved.   Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


