
“One Baptism, One Body” 
(1 Corinthians 12:13) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we considered persecution.   
a.  We were reminded that the world will hate us if we’re Christians.   

(i)  “Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (2 
Tim. 3:12).   

(ii)  The more we are like Christ, the more we will stand out.   
(iii)  And the more we stand out, the more we will be hated.   
 

b.  Certainly, we have many examples in Scripture.   
c.  And the evening lectures have afforded us many in Church History.   
 

2.  But let’s not forget, though it’s dangerous to be a Christian, it’s worth it.   
a.  There is salvation in no one else.   

(i)  It may be a hard road, but it leads to life.   
(ii)  When we arrive in heaven, we won’t be sorry.   

 
b.  Jesus says we are blessed if we are persecuted.   

(i)  Our reward in heaven will be greater (Matt. 5:11-12).   
(ii)  We show that we have obtained a greater level of sanctification.   
(iii)  We should consider it an honor to suffer for the One who suffered for 

us, as the martyrs did.   
(iv)  Peter writes, “To the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep 

on rejoicing, so that also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice 
with exultation.  If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, 
because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you” (1 Pet. 4:13-14).   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, I would like to consider where all this persecution, brought on by 
Christ-likeness, begins, at least where it begins for us in time.   
a.  We know that God has chosen us from all eternity:  it is His eternal plan.   

(i)  We know that in the fullness of time, Christ came and saved us.   
(ii)  But there is a point in time when that salvation was applied to us.   
(iii)  There is a moment when it all begins.   
 

b.  It begins with the baptism of the Spirit.   
(i)  There are churches that disagree with us.   

(a)  They see this baptism as a second blessing only some receive.   
(b)  Certainly, there is a filling of the Spirit that can happen many times.   
 

 



2 

(ii)  But there is a baptism that happens only once and to all Christians:   
(a)  When the Spirit immerses us in Christ (1 Cor. 12:13).   
(b)  Plugs us into the life of Christ.   
(c)  Quickens us to life.   
(d)  This is the baptism of the Spirit.   
(e)  “For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews 

or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one 
Spirit” (1 Cor. 12:13).   

 
2.  What I want us to consider this morning is this baptism of the Spirit.   

a.  What it is.   
b.  When it happens.   
c.  What changes it makes in us.   
d.  What it obligates us to.   
e.  And I want us to see how the sign relates to the reality:  How water baptism 

relates to the baptism of the Spirit.   
 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  The baptism of the Spirit.   
1.  First, what is the baptism of the Spirit?  For by one Spirit we were all baptized 

into one body.”   
a.  It is the Spirit placing us in Christ.   

(i)  Uniting us to His life:  a spiritual, vital union.   
(ii)  Giving us His legal status:  a legal union, removing our guilt, imputing 

His righteousness.   
 
b.  It is the Spirit uniting Himself to us.   

(i)  Working His holy nature in us (holy love).   
(ii)  Opening our eyes to see the glory of Christ.   
(iii)  Transforming us into His image.   

 
2.  Second, when does the baptism of the Spirit take place?   

a.  It takes place at God’s appointed time.   
(i)  He chose whom He would save.   
(ii)  He also chose when He would save them.   

 
b.  Generally, He does so under the preaching of the Gospel.   

(i)  There are exceptions:  elect infants dying in infancy, elect mentally 
challenged.   

(ii)  But generally when they hear the Gospel:  witnessed, preached, read 
(Rom. 10:17).   

 
3.  Third, what changes does this baptism make in our lives?   

a.  It transforms our life.   
(i)  Produces faith to trust in Christ (John 3:5-6).   
(ii)  Repentance:  turning from sin.   
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(iii)  Growth in Grace.   
(a)  Obedience:  It is not a burden, but the delight of the Christian.   
(b)  Fruits of the Spirit:  love, joy, peace, patience, etc.   
(c)  The image of Christ begins to be formed in us.   

 
b.  It changes our whole direction.   

(i)  Before, we were on the broad road and happy to be there.   
(ii)  But now we hate that road and want to walk in righteousness.   

 
4.  Fourth, what does this baptism obligate us to do?   

a.  To trust in the Lord.   
(i)  For our salvation.   
(ii)  For our protection.   
(iii)  For our continual supply of every need.   
 

b.  To serve the Lord.   
(i)  To use our gifts to serve Him (1 Cor. 12).   
(ii)  To follow Him wherever He goes (Matt. 16:24).   
(iii)  And to face persecution without falling away (Matt. 24:13).   
 

c.  It obligates us to see ourselves as a part of Christ’s whole body:   
(i)  We are a part of the body, as the saints in heaven.   
(ii)  The Covenanters, the martyrs, all the saints who have gone before us are 

a part of that same body.   
(iii)  “Let it be considered that the church on earth is the same society with 

those saints who are praising God in heaven.  There is not one church of 
Christ in heaven, and another here upon earth.  Though the one be 
sometimes called the church triumphant, and the other the church militant, 
yet they are not indeed two churches.  By the church triumphant is meant 
the triumphant part of the church.  And by the church militant, the militant 
part of it, for there is but one universal or catholic church . . .  The glorious 
assembly and the saints on earth make but one family; ‘Of whom the 
whole family in heaven and earth is named’ (Ephesians 3:15).  Though 
some are in heaven, and some on earth, in very different circumstances, 
yet they are all united.  For there is but one body, and one spirit, and one 
Lord Jesus Christ, one God and Father of all, who is above all, and 
through all, and in all.  God hath in Christ united the inhabitants of 
heaven, and the holy inhabitants of this earth, and hath made them one; 
‘That in the dispensation of the fullness of times he might gather together 
in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on 
earth; even in him’ (Ephesians 1:10).  Heaven is at a great distance from 
the earth.  It is called a far country, yet the distance of place does not 
separate them so as to make two societies.  For though the saints on earth, 
at present, are at a distance from heaven, yet they belong there.  That is 
their proper home.  The saints that are in this world are strangers here.  
And therefore the apostle reproved the Christians in his day for acting as 
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though they belonged to this world; ‘Why, as though living in the world, 
are you subject to ordinances’ (Colossians 2:20)?” (Edwards, Day by Day, 
187).   

 
d.  It obligates us as the part of the body living in this world now to do Christ’s 

work at this time:   
(i)  The work of the kingdom for this generation is entrusted to us.   
(ii)  We need faithfully to be about the Lord’s work.   
 

e.  We mustn’t forget however that it is an obligation of love.   
(i)  The commandments are not burdensome, because the Lord has changed 

our hearts.   
(ii)  His desires are our desires:  that we love Him with all our heart and our 

neighbor as ourselves.   
(iii)  “They that love God would that all others did so, and draw as many to 

God as they can, as Philip drew Nathanael, and rejoice to see any come 
home to God by repentance, as the angels of heaven do.  They will grieve 
when they see Him wronged or dishonored, as Moses, when he threw 
down the tables of this Law, and Phineas, when he ran through Zimri and 
Cozbi.  Lot’s righteous soul was vexed at the unclean conversation of the 
Sodomites.  They that love God will love His Word, being holy and pure 
as He is, and containing His good will.  They love His faithful ministers, 
His children, and His image, wherever they see it.  They will take pains in 
His service, as Jacob did night and day in Laban’s, for the love of Rachel.  
They will be at cost as David was towards the building of the temple, and 
Mary with her box of precious ointment poured on our Savior Christ.  
Yea, and speedily those that love God will go about what God calls them 
to do” (John Rogers, Day by Day, 45).   

 
5.  At the same time, we mustn’t forget that the Lord has not left us without help.   

a.  We are fellow workers with God, and He is at work in us both to will and to 
do of His good pleasure.   

b.  “The divine assistance which Christians have in their work alleviates the 
labor of it.  Consider the Christian’s work without this help.  It is heavy 
indeed, yes, too heavy to stand under.  But God’s helping hand put to it 
makes this heavy work light.  The ship, which when lying on ground, all the 
teams in the country could not draw off, how easily is it set afloat when the 
tide comes in?  Thus the heart can rise out of its dullness and indisposition to 
duty.  Oh how soon is it elevated and inspired when God flows in with His 
secret aspirations and excitations of His blessed Spirit and grace!  He who 
confessed that he could do nothing of himself, not so much as think a good 
thought, tells us that he is able to do all things through Christ who strengthens 
him.”   

c.  But we must begin to work, before God will help us.  “Now this help from 
the Lord is promised, but it comes not till the Christian’s hand is put to work.  
Let us be up and doing, and then God will not fail to be with us. . . .  It is easy 
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working while God holds our hand, yes, and puts strength into it.  Are you 
tempted?  While you are fighting in the valley below, Christ’s hands are 
lifted up in heaven above for your victory.  ‘I have prayed that your faith fail 
not’ (Luke 22:32); yes, He does not only pray above for you, but will be in 
the field with you, and in you, by the secret help of His Spirit.  ‘My grace is 
sufficient for you’ (2 Cor. 12:9), which is not meant of grace inherent in us, 
that indeed is sufficient of itself, but the auxiliary grace, which He sends in to 
assist us in a time of need” (William Gurnall, Day by Day, 34).   

 
E.  Finally, how does the baptism of the Spirit relate to water baptism?   

1.  Water baptism points to this invisible reality in a visible, tangible way.   
a.  God’s grace is invisible.   
b.  But God shows it to us in a visible way:   

(i)  Lord’s Supper – His broken body and shed blood that brings grace (Matt. 
26:26-28).   

(ii)  Baptism – the washing of regeneration of the Holy Spirit (Titus 3:5).   
 

2.  It seals to us the reality of the promise.   
a.  God has promised salvation.   
b.  He has provided the surety.   
c.  This promise of eternal life is confirmed to us by baptism.   
 

3.  But it cannot produce what it signifies and seals.   
a.  Baptism does not contain or impart grace.   
b.  It does not save you.   
c.  It does not guarantee your salvation.   
d.  Only faith in Christ can save you.   
 

4.  But it does obligate us to trust in the Lord and walk in His ways.   
a.  It is His mark of ownership on us.   
b.  It is the sign of our inclusion in His church.   
c.  It obligates us to love, serve and honor Him, as we’ve seen.   
d.  Each of us who has been baptized is enlisted in the service of Christ.   
e.  This is what Peter will do in a few moments, when he makes public 

profession and is baptized.   


