
 

“Noah and the Flood, Part 2” 
(Genesis 6:6-8:19) 

 
 
 

 If you will recall, one month ago, before our Reformation Series on the Five Solas of the 
Reformation, we were going through the book of Genesis and had just finished looking at the 
Flood.  The Flood was God’s judgment on the wicked in those days, as well as a picture of the 
coming judgment of God on the final day and of the seed of the woman who would finally crush 
the head of the serpent.  But let’s not forget that it was also an act of salvation, because the Lord 
saved Noah and his family from His judgment through the ark, as a type or picture of His 
salvation through Jesus Christ for all who will believe in Him.  Now the last time we looked at 
this passage, we really didn’t have time to look at some of the criticisms which have been made 
against the Flood or the way in which God saved Noah’s family and the animals.  So this 
evening, I would like for us to consider some of these questions, such as, How did Noah get all 
the animals to fit on the Ark?  Was the flood world-wide or only local?  And where did all the 
water come from to cover the high mountains, and where did it all go after the Flood?   
 First, let’s consider how Noah was able to fit all the animals on board the ark.  Now this 
question assumes that the Flood of Noah’s day was universal, that it covered the whole earth, and 
that it was not just a local flood in the Mesopotamian Valley where Noah lived.  We’ll look at 
this question in a few minutes.  If the Flood was local, then not all of the animals would need to 
be on board the ark to survive.  If it was universal, then they did.   
 Now in order to answer this question, we need to know two things:  how big the ark was, 
and how many animals it had to hold.  We’re told in Genesis 6:14-15 just how big it was.  The 
Lord said to Noah, “Make for yourself an ark of gopher wood; you shall make the ark with 
rooms, and shall cover it inside and out with pitch.  And this is how you shall make it:  the length 
of the ark three hundred cubits, its breadth fifty cubits, and its height thirty cubits.”  A cubit was 
no less than 18 inches in length, which would make the ark no less than 450 feet long, 75 feet 
wide, and 45 feet high.  This, by the way, was a very stable design for sea travel and would make 
the ark virtually impossible to turn over.  Now if we consider that the Ark had three decks -- 
which Moses tells us it did (Gen. 6:16) --, all of which were below the roof, this would make the 
total floor space over 100,000 sq. ft., which is more than 20 standard-size basketball courts.  It’s 
total volume would have been 1,518,000 cubic feet, which is equal to what 569 modern railroad 
cars can hold.  This means that that ark was pretty large and spacious.  But now how many 
animals needed to be brought on board?  “According to Ernest Mayr, America’s leading 
taxonomist (who is a person who classifies animals), there are over 1 million species of animals 
in the world.”  This includes every kind of animal, including insects.  That’s a lot of animals.  
However we need to remember that the vast majority of these did not need to be brought on the 
ark, since they would be able to survive outside in the water.  Drs. Morris and Whitcomb studied 
this problem and decided that no more than 35,000 individual animals needed to go on board the 
ark.  Some have shown that even fewer animals needed to be, since specie is not really 
equivalent to the word “kind” in the Bible.  It’s possible that the animals on board the ark were 
more generic in nature.  For instance, there didn’t need to be several kinds of dogs on the ark, 
such as German Shepherds, Terriers and Dachshunds.  There only needed to be a pair of generic 
dogs, proto dogs, who had in their genes all the variations necessary to procreate all the breeds 
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we have today, and maybe some we don’t have.  If this was the case, then the number of animals 
could have been as few as 2000.  But even if the ark had to carry as many as 50,000 animals, 
there still would have been plenty of room.  We need to remember that there are really very few 
large animals, such as dinosaurs and elephants, and these animals didn’t necessarily need to be 
full grown.  Young ones could fit on the ark much more easily.  The average size of the animals 
was about that of a sheep, and when we realize that the average double-decker railroad stockcar 
can hold about 240 sheep, it would only require about 207 railroad cars or about 37% of the ark’s 
total capacity.  This would leave the equivalent of about 361 railway cars to hold all the food, 
baggage and Noah and his family, which would have been more than enough.   
 Another question that could be asked is, How did Noah and his family build such a large 
boat?  After all, they were only eight in number.  Well, given enough time, it may not have been 
that difficult.  We know that Shem, Ham and Japheth were born when Noah was 500 years old.  
Maybe they were triplets.  We also know that the Flood came when Noah was 600.  His sons 
could have begun helping him significantly at least by the age of 17 or 18.  That would have 
given them 82-83 years to build it.  It may be that wood didn’t rot as fast in those days, since 
everything and everyone seemed to live so much longer.  And it is also very possible that they 
hired others to help them.   
 Another question that is asked is, How did Noah gather all these animals?  Moses tells us 
that the Lord caused them to come to him.  He said, “And of every living thing of all flesh, you 
shall bring two of every kind into the ark, to keep them alive with you; they shall be male and 
female.  Of the birds after their kind, and of the animals after their kind, of every creeping thing 
of the ground after its kind, two of every kind shall come to you to keep them alive” (Gen. 6:19-
20).  Certainly this is more than Noah would have been able to do, but nothing is impossible to 
God.   
 How were Noah and his family able to take care of so many animals?  How were they 
able to feed and clean up after them?  Those who know about animals suggest that the animals 
could have gone into a kind of dormancy, like the bear that hibernates in the winter.  This would 
cause their body functions to slow down, so that they would eat less and make fewer messes.  
This would also explain how the animals could all live so close together during that time and not 
kill each other.  Again, none of these things would have been impossible or even difficult with 
the Lord’s help.   
 The second main question has to do with whether or not the Flood was only local or 
universal.  There are some, even at Westminster Seminary, who favor a local flood, perhaps 
because of the problems a world-wide flood causes, such as those that have to do with preserving 
all the animals in the ark, as we’ve seen.  There is also the problem of where all the water came 
from and where it went after the Flood.  After all, it would take a lot of water to cover the highest 
mountains under heaven.   
 First, there doesn’t appear to be any doubt the Bible teaches that the Flood was 
worldwide.  Why would the Lord have Noah build such a large boat and have all of the animals 
come to him to keep them safe, if He was only planning to flood the Mesopotamian Valley?  
Only the animals that were indigenous to the valley would need to be preserved.  Why would 
Noah and his family need to build an ark at all?  They could have migrated outside the valley 
along with the animals, and then returned when the waters subsided.  Certainly by Noah’s day, 
people had already migrated outside of that valley.  But yet the Bible tells us that every single 
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human being and animal was killed in that flood, except for those in the ark.  “And all flesh that 
moved on the earth perished, birds and cattle and beasts and every swarming thing that swarms 
upon the earth, and all mankind; of all that was on the dry land, all in whose nostrils was the 
breath of the spirit of life, died” (7:21-22).  Why would they need to stay in the ark for a whole 
year, if the Flood was only going to destroy the Mesopotamian Valley?  They could have 
reached dry land long before that and disembarked.  It was because the water of the Flood was so 
deep, that it covered all the highest places everywhere on the earth, “And the water prevailed 
more and more upon the earth, so that all the high mountains everywhere under the heavens were 
covered” (7:19; cf. v. 20).  Moses tells us they were covered for 150 days or three months (v. 
24)!  The Lord said that He was going to destroy the earth, along with all flesh, and that is what 
He did (6:13).  Peter tells us that in the same way, He will one day destroy it again with fire (2 
Pet. 3:5-7).  Are we to assume that the fiery judgment on the last day will be a local fire or a 
universal one?  Peter tells us the whole universe will melt with fervent heat (v. 10).  Finally, God 
made a promise after the Flood.  He promised that He would never again destroy all flesh with a 
flood of water, and then He sealed that covenant by placing the rainbow in the sky (Gen. 9:11-
13).  Now if the Flood was only local, then God has broken His promise several times, for there 
have been many local floods that have killed many people.  No, it’s clear from the Scripture that 
the Flood was world-wide.  It’s also clear from what we see in this world that the Flood was 
global.  There wouldn’t be any other way to account for the nation wide sandstone deposits, or 
for the sedimentary rock that makes up the Grand Canyon, or the large deposits of coal in our 
nation, which are made of large amounts of plants that were buried suddenly and then pressed 
down with intense heat.  If you would like to see how things like these can form in a very short 
time, I would recommend that you watch Dr. Steve Austin’s video on Mount St. Helens.   
 Lastly on this topic, I would just like to say a word about what is called the Coconino 
Sandstone deposits in the Grand Canyon.  Some people use this as evidence that the Grand 
Canyon couldn’t have been made by a global flood.  The sandstone, which is found fairly low in 
the canyon, contains some fossilized footprints.  Some believe these couldn’t have been made in 
flood conditions, but that the rock must have once been an ancient sea or lake shore, which was 
inhabited by these creatures.  At one time, the waters receded, causing the footprints to be baked 
into the sand, and then the waters returned, laying down more sand deposits and fossilizing the 
footprints.  However, some studies on this topic have revealed some interesting things.  The 
footprints were made by an amphibious creature, maybe a salamander.  Amphibians would have 
been the last of the land animals to be killed in the Flood.  The direction of the footprints and the 
direction of the travel of these animals showed that they were being carried along by strong 
currents, since the toes were not pointing in the same direction as the animals’ travel.  Not only 
this, but the erratic pattern of the footprints showed that these creatures were under intense 
duress.  These studies also showed, by using salamanders in different sand and water 
combinations, that the Coconino Sandstone prints were most likely made by a creature running 
underwater on the sand, rather than above water.  When you combine this with the fact that sand, 
under the right conditions, can harden suddenly, it becomes clear that the Coconino Sandstone is 
really an argument for the Flood, rather than against it.   
 Let’s deal now with one last question, and that is, Where did all the water of the Flood 
come from, and where did it go?  Moses tells us clearly where the water came from.  In Genesis 
7:11, he writes, “In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, on the 



4 

 

seventeenth day of the month, on the same day all the fountains of the great deep burst open, and 
the floodgates of the sky were opened.”  The fountains of the great deep were probably 
underground sources of water.  Some have suggested that it may be the water that originally 
receded when God separated the seas from the dry land.  We mustn’t forget that when the Lord 
first made the world, it was completely covered with water, without any dry land exposed.  
When God brought the flood, He released that water, perhaps through fissures or cracks in the 
ground or on the ocean floor, allowing it to again cover the dry land.  Apparently, there are many 
volcanic rocks spread out between the rock layers that were laid down in the Flood, which 
indicates that there was also volcanic activity during that time.  This may have been one of the 
ways the water was released.  Scientists have determined that up to 70% of the material that 
spews out of volcanoes today is water, usually in the form of steam.  It’s also possible that 
internal pressures inside the earth pushed on the tectonic plates, lifting the ocean floor as high as 
6500 feet, causing the sea water to spill over onto the land, which would obviously cause 
massive flooding.  The other source of water was “the floodgates of the sky.”  We read in 
Genesis 7:12 that it rained for forty days and forty nights.  These were probably the waters that 
the Lord separated and placed above the expanse (1:7).  This didn’t supply nearly as much water 
as the fountains of the deep breaking up, but we know from our own seasons of rain that it can 
contribute to a great deal of flooding.  Together, they covered the entire earth again with water.  
Also, we don’t need to assume that the mountains were as high in those days as they are now.  
After all, there is evidence that the tectonic plates on which the continents rest have moved in the 
past, and when they move and collide, they shear off of each other and shoot upward, creating 
the high mountain peaks.  The layers that are at the top of Mount Everest are made of 
sedimentary rock, which contain fossils.  It may very well have been that in those days the high 
mountains were not all that high.   
 Now lastly, let’s consider the question, What happened to all that water?  Some skeptics 
scoff at the idea of so much water on this planet.  If there was enough to cover the whole earth, 
where is it now?  God gives us the answer in Psalm 104:5-9.  The psalmist writes, “He 
established the earth upon its foundations, so that it will not totter forever and ever.  Thou didst 
cover it with the deep as with a garment; the waters were standing above the mountains.  At Thy 
rebuke they fled; at the sound of Thy thunder they hurried away.  The mountains rose; the 
valleys sank down to the place which Thou didst establish for them.  Thou didst set a boundary 
that they may not pass over; that they may not return to cover the earth.”  The answer is that the 
flood waters are now in the oceans.  That is why they are so deep.  It has been estimated that if 
the entire surface of the earth was smoothed out, so that there were no mountain ranges or 
undersea valleys, the entire earth would be covered with water to a depth of 1.7 miles!  We need 
to remember that as things are now, 70% of the earth’s surface is covered with water.  There’s 
really no mystery as to where the water went, just take a drive to the coast if you want to see it.   
 All this is to say that there is nothing impossible about a world-wide flood or an ark in 
which God preserved His people and His creatures.  It is only impossible to the unbelieving mind 
that chooses not to believe what the Lord clearly declares in His Word.  May the Lord use this to 
strengthen our belief and our trust in the Bible.  It is God’s Word.  It will never fail to be true.  
Amen.  (The above material was taken from ChristianAnswers.net).   


