
“No Longer Slaves, but Children” 

(Galatians 4:1-7) 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation:  so far we’ve considered:   

1.  How we should worship.   

a.  Not as we please.   

b.  Not if not forbidden.   

c.  But as He commands:   

(i)  Regulative principle.   

(ii)  Applies to all of life.   

 

2.  Whom we should worship:   

a.  The One who is infinite, eternal, unchangeable, Creator.   

b.  Father, Son and Holy Spirit:  Triune God.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, let’s consider something of the why.   

a.  C. Wesley focuses a great deal on this theme.   

b.  It’s something we tend to forget.   

c.  We have received infinite love.   

d.  So we should give everlasting thanks.   

 

2.  Let’s look at three things:   

a.  How we were slaves to sin.   

b.  How the Lord set us free through Christ.   

c.  How now we are the children of God.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider how we were slaves to sin:  (vv. 5-7).   

1.  We weren’t exactly as the Israelites in the OC.   

a.  They were like children under age – under guardians/managers/tutors – waiting for 

their maturity.   

b.  They were under types and shadows, waiting for the reality promised them.   

c.  They were sons, but like slaves (v. 1).   

 

2.  We weren’t under that Covenant.   

a.  We were under the Covenant of works.   

(i)  The one that Adam broke in the Garden.   

(ii)  The one that says, “Do this and you will live.”   

(iii)  The one we couldn’t keep.   

 

b.  We were strangers and aliens.   

(i)  Strangers to the Covenant of Grace.   

(ii)  Alienated from God, from His life; without hope.   
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c.  Because we had no grace, we were slaves to sin.   

(i)  Our minds/hearts were focused on the creature/pleasure.   

(ii)  Not on the Creator – we were dead to Him.   

 

d.  And we were the children of wrath.   

(i)  God was good to us:  He is good to His enemies.   

(ii)  But we were under His judgment and liable to His wrath.   

(a)  To an eternity without God:  His blessed presence, love and comfort.   

(b)  To everlasting torment in hell:  weeping, gnashing, dark, levels of 

punishment, increasing.   

(c)  Sin is a heavy taskmaster that pays terrible wages.   

 

(iii)  This was also true of many of the Israelites (unbelieving).   

(iv)  This is true of every unbeliever.   

(a)  Without Christ, they are children of wrath.   

(b)  That is what they’ll inherit unless they repent, unless they believe.   

(c)  We were slaves to the Law and so enslaved to wrath.   

 

B.  But God set us free through Christ:  “But when the fullness of the time came, God sent 

forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, so that He might redeem those who 

were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons” (vv. 4-5).   

1.  The Son of God agreed to guarantee our salvation in eternity (Covenant of Grace).   

a.  It’s not something He owed us:   

(i)  All He owed us was justice.   

(ii)  We deserved hell.   

 

b.  But something He provided out of His infinite love – even as the Father and the 

Spirit did.   

 

2.  He agreed to become one of us to save us.   

a.  The Creator agreed to become one of His creatures.   

b.  The Lawgiver agreed to become subject to His Law.   

c.  The Judge agreed to be judged and to endure God’s wrath (My God, My God, why 

have you forsaken Me?).   

d.  The One who is life, died:  The Immortal dies.   

e.  NB:  He did these things because of His love for His Father; but also because of His 

love for us:  Amazing love, how can it be; that Thou My God shouldst die for me?    

 

C.  Now we are no longer slaves, but children of God:  “Because you are sons, God has sent 

forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! Father!’  Therefore you are no 

longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, then an heir through God” (vv. 6-7).   

1.  Because of Christ’s work, the Father can adopt us as His children.   

a.  Christ has made us acceptable.   

b.  If you’re trusting in Christ, you’re already His child.   

c.  He is your Father, as He is Christ’s, because you are in Christ.   
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2.  And because of Christ, you will be His child forever:   

a.  He is interceding, pleading His sacrifice for you.   

b.  The Father sees His Son’s obedience; sufferings; death, the evidence of these things 

in His body (scars).   

c.  He hears:   

(i)  His Son’s prayers, His pleading, His love for you.   

(ii)  He won’t turn away, He can’t, His nature won’t allow Him:  the Intercessor is 

perfect, He pleads perfectly according to His will, His sacrifice is perfect and 

complete – the Father must listen.   

(iii)  This is exactly why He provided this Mediator:   

(a)  So He couldn’t turn away.  

(b)  So that He would be satisfied.   

(c)  So that He could keep you forever.   

 

3.  And so you would know you’re His child, He’s given you His Spirit.   

a.  First, to transform you from within.   

(i)  To unite you with Christ, so that in Christ all of Christ’s becomes yours.   

(ii)  To unite Himself to you by His Spirit – the divine with the human – so that you 

become His temples.   

(iii)  To create a divine love in your heart, or, love for the divine (God), to change 

you.   

(a)  To free you from the power of sin.   

(b)  To work His nature in you.   

(c)  To give you the ability to bless, serve, pray and praise.   

(d)  To prepare you for heaven.   

 

b.  This is how He also shows you that you are adopted.   

(i)  By showing you these things taking place in your heart.   

(ii)  By allowing you to experience this love.   

(iii)  By giving you confidence to call God your Father.   

 

4.  Do you want to know more certainly that you are His child:   

a.  Read, listen, pray, obey/serve.   

b.  And worship:   

(i)  Here, on His day, with His people, lift up praise.   

(ii)  With your family, in your closets, giving Him thanks.   

(iii)  In your duties, making sure you walk with Him.   

(iv)  In your work, doing it for His glory.   

(v)  In your extended families and with your friends, trying to get them to turn to 

Christ.   

(vi)  He has done enough to earn your thanks forever:  slaves to children.   

(vii)  Let’s pray He will again open our eyes to these mercies and praise Him for His 

amazing love.  Amen.   


