
“No Good Thing Will He Withhold” 

(Psalm 84:11) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  As those who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, as those who love Him, there 

should be nothing more important to us than that we serve the Lord effectively.   

a.  This morning we saw that this is what His grace works in us to do.   

b.  It breaks our self-centeredness and makes us Christ-centered.   

 

2.  That’s also why the things we’ve learned from both of the series we’ve just 

finished are so important.   

a.  We need to know how to live a life that’s pleasing to Him.   

b.  To do this, we need to know how we can be more useful.   

 

3.  Proper motivation can help us.   

a.  The love His grace gives us is the most important, but there are others.   

b.  Another is command:  this is what the Lord requires.   

(i)  That we walk in holiness.   

(ii)  That we be useful to Him in His service.   

 

c.  Still another is the fear of the Lord.   

(i)  Since serving Him is good and right, He will chasten us if we don’t.   

(ii)  This is a fatherly discipline – not a punishment.   

 

d.  But there is also the promise of reward.   

(i)  That He will give us good things, if we serve Him.   

(ii)  That He doesn’t ask us to serve Him for nothing.   

(iii)  What kind of rewards are we talking about?   

(a)  The reward of eternal life if we will trust in His Son.   

(1)  Freedom from hell.   

(2)  Blessedness in heaven.   

 

(b)  The promise of blessing and provision on earth.   

(1)  That He will strengthen us spiritually.   

(2)  That He will meet all our physical needs.   

 

e.  We are creatures of motivation.   

(i)  We don’t do anything for no reason.   

(ii)  Our hearts/affections must be moved before we will move.   

(iii)  But it must be the right motivation, which is why Solomon writes, 

“Watch over your heart with all diligence, for from it flow the springs of 

life” (Prov. 4:23).   

(iv)  Selfishness and self-seeking are the wrong motivation.   
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(a)  We might gain a lot – many people do.   

(b)  But in the end we’ll inherit condemnation and death.   

 

(v)  But love, obedience, the fear of the Lord and the promise of reward are 

good and God honoring motivations.   

(vi)  If we take this path, we’ll see that the rewards of grace far outweigh 

those of selfishness and anything we will ever have to give up.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  Let’s begin looking at some of these promises to encourage us in the Lord, 

moving from the general to the more specific.   

2.  This evening, let’s consider two things:   

a.  First, the promise of every good thing.   

b.  Second, the condition of this and every other good promise the Lord makes.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider the promise:  “No good thing does He withhold . . .”   

1.  This is a very general promise.   

a.  It includes everything He has promised to give.   

(i)  There are so many promises in Scripture – some have counted more than 

3500.   

(ii)  He has made these promises to us in Christ – we are the ones who 

benefit.   

(iii)  We won’t look at all of them, but hopefully enough to see the breadth of 

the provision He has made for us.   

 

b.  It also includes everything He has purposed to give.   

(i)  There are things other than the things He’s promised that He intends to 

give us – things that are part of His sovereign plan.   

(ii)  Where we would be born, who our parents would be, the work that He 

made us to do, the gifts He would give us, the children that would be born 

to us, just to name a few.   

(iii)  These are included in the good things He gives us, though in the context, 

it would only refer to those things He gives after we’ve begun to seek 

Him.  

 

c.  It includes spiritual things.   

(i)  That God is our Father.   

(ii)  That Jesus is our Lord and Savior.   

(iii)  That we have the Spirit as our Comforter.   

(iv)  It includes all the spiritual support and encouragement we will receive in 

this life.   

(v)  And a future home of eternal and perfect blessedness.   

 

d.  And it includes material things.   

(i)  All the food, clothing, shelter and resources we’ll receive in life.   
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(ii)  And the health and strength we’ll possess to serve Him.   

(iii)  Peter tells us, “His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining 

to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by 

His own glory and excellence” (2 Pet. 1:3).   

 

e.  He will give us everything we might ever possibly need.  Just consider the 

things promised in this verse:   

(i)  “The Lord God is a sun.”   

(a)  He will be the light in our darkness to encourage us.   

(b)  He will be our guide when our way seems dark.   

 

(ii)  “The Lord God is a shield” – to protect us from our enemies.   

(iii)  “The Lord gives grace” – redeeming grace, many undeserved blessings.   

(iv)  “The Lord gives glory” – He will give us honor in the sight of our 

enemies.   

 

f.  We should become more familiar with His promises:   

(i)  To know what to ask in our prayers.   

(ii)  To know what He will do for us.  

 

2.  This promise has only one limit:  He will give us only “good” things.   

a.  It’s not a promise to give us whatever we might want.   

(i)  Sometimes we want things that aren’t good for us.   

(ii)  Being a perfect parent, the Lord will not let us have them.   

 

b.  Sometimes He’ll hold back some good thing to bring about a good result.   

c.  Sometimes He may allow us to have things that aren’t necessarily good, but 

will give them to us to work some good in our lives.   

d.  Regardless of what He gives, it will always be for some good, “And we know 

that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, 

to those who are called according to His purpose” (Rom. 8:28).   

e.  That is very good to know.   

 

B.  Second, let’s consider the condition of the promise:  “No good thing does He 

withhold from those who walk uprightly.”   

1.  To receive the promises, there’s something we must do:  we must walk with 

Him and serve Him.   

a.  We’ve already seen that these are the conditions – the promises are meant to 

motivate us to meet the conditions.   

b.  Thomas Shepard reminds us that if we would embrace the promises, we must 

be willing to embrace all of Scripture, including our duty.   

c.  This psalm was written to encourage those that do, who:   

(i)  Desire His presence (vv. 1-4).   

(ii)  Who look to Him for strength (vv. 5-7).   

(iii)  Who seek Him (vv. 8-9).   

(iv)  Who love Him and try to live a godly life (vv. 10-11).   
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(v)  Who trust Him (v. 12).   

(vi)  These are the ones who can expect Him not to withhold any good thing 

from them.   

 

2.  Does that mean we must earn the promises?  No.   

a.  These are only the conditions – not the purchase price.   

b.  The One who purchased these blessings for us is Jesus Christ – He bought 

them with His own blood; He’s the One who guarantees them to us – Paul 

writes, “For as many as are the promises of God, in Him they are yes; 

therefore also through Him is our Amen to the glory of God through us” (2 

Cor. 1:20).   

(i)  The Lord will give these things to us if we are in Him.   

(ii)  These are the evidences that we are in Him.   

(iii)  If you’re not in Him, you must trust Him first.   

(iv)  But if you are in Him, you can meet these conditions, and God will give 

you the promises, because of Christ.   

 

c.  And so let’s be encouraged this evening to gain what the Lord has promised 

to give us.   

d.  Let’s do our best to qualify for them – remembering that we can just as easily 

lose them through our disobedience.   

e.  Let’s prepare now to come to the Table to remember where these blessings 

come from and to gain the grace to receive His promises, remembering what 

Paul wrote, “He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for 

us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things?” (Rom. 8:32).  

Amen.   
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