
 

“My God, I Shall Seek Thee Earnestly” 
(Psalm 63:1-2) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  Last week I dealt in a sermon about the possibility of having our hearts hardened 
against God by God Himself.  When you are faced with a condition in your life where you are 
becoming insensitive to your own sin and when you are not taking your obedience to God as 
seriously as you should, then you are becoming hardened to the things of the Lord.  And God 
Himself is the One who brings that hardening upon us for our good, to alert us to the fact that He 
sees the condition of our heart, and to awaken us to that condition that we might seek Him in 
prayer to soften it.  This morning, I would like for us to further take our spiritual temperature, to 
see whether we are cold or lukewarm or hot for the Lord, by examining the first few verses of 
this psalm of David.  David here reflects an attitude which is becoming increasingly rare among 
Christians today, but an attitude which I am convinced ought to be in the heart of every 
Christian.   
 David wrote this lamentation in the wilderness of Judea, most likely at a time when he 
was fleeing from his son Absalom.  Absalom’s army had entered Jerusalem to capture David.  
But David had fled earlier to escape death at his hands.  And now in the wilderness of Judah, 
David is lamenting his absence from the holy city of God.  He is grieving his removal from the 
sanctuary of God.  He is yearning to again have the comfort of those blessed gates where he 
used to enter with thanksgiving, leading the procession in joyful singing.  He is thirsting for the 
tokens of God’s presence.  It is true that he also left the comforts of the royal palace.  Now he 
was living in the fields or in the caves in the wilderness.  But was it the loss of his earthly 
comforts that troubled his soul the most?  No.  It was his absence from the special presence and 
worship of God that caused his great grief and unquenchable thirst.  And what we need to learn 
from this passage is,  
 
 A gracious heart, a heart that has been changed by the Spirit of God, and a heart that 
has not been hardened by sin, will long for God and the things of God far above all earthly 
treasures.   
 
I.  When the Heart Is Inflamed with the Gracious Influences of the Spirit, Earthly 

Treasures Are No Longer Important.   
A.  The Things of the World Are Really Not Seen by the Christian to Be of Much Value.   

1.  David didn’t think so.   
a.  David had more of the goods of the world than any king in the world, before or after 

him, except for Solomon.   
b.  The Lord was the One who had given him this wealth.  When the Lord rebuked 

David for his rebellion, after he had Uriah executed and had taken Bathsheba as his 
wife, He rebuked him by saying, “It is I who anointed you king over Israel and it 
is I who delivered you from the hand of Saul.  I also gave you your master's 
house and your master's wives into your care, and I gave you the house of Israel 
and Judah; and if that had been too little, I would have added to you many more 
things like these!” (2 Sam. 12:7-8).   

c.  God had given him a great deal of wealth.  When a contribution was taken for the 
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building of the Temple, prior to David’s death, David donated a small fortune.  
Besides having prepared 100,000 talents of gold and 1,000,000 talents of silver and 
so much bronze and iron that it couldn’t be weighed, he also gave his own treasure of  
gold and silver, which was nearly as much as all of the rulers, princes, commanders 
and overseers combined, because he delighted in the house of his God (1 Chr. 22:14; 
29:3-4).   

d.  These things had some value for David to be sure.  He said earlier, when he sought 
to buy the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite and Ornan tried to give it to him, 
“No, but I will surely buy it for the full price; for I will not take what is yours 
for the LORD, or offer a burnt offering which costs me nothing” (1 Chr. 21:24).  
It seems that the main value that wealth had for him was how he might be able to use 
it for the honor and glory of God.   

e.  Their value was nothing in comparison to the presence of God.   
f.  David had learned the true secret of contentment with regard to earthly things.  If 

you have the Lord as your God and Savior, then nothing else matters except to 
glorify Him.  If you are in relationship with Him through Christ, then you can be 
content.  The apostle Paul wrote, “For we have brought nothing into the world, 
so we cannot take anything out of it either.  And if we have food and covering, 
with these we shall be content” (1 Tim. 6:7-8).  

g.  God, in His gracious Providence towards David, was still providing for him in the 
wilderness.  And David was content with that provision.  But the one thing that was 
missing was the place he loved, the place of his delight, the place of his Lord’s 
special presence.   

 
2.  And so it should be with you, Christian.  You should not find your pleasure in the 

things of the world.   
a.  These things are given to us by God to enjoy.  But your life is never to be wrapped 

up into them.  Jesus said, “Beware, and be on your guard against every form of 
greed; for not even when one has an abundance does his life consist of his 
possessions” (Luke 12:15).   

b.  “The lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life” are 
all a part of the world which is vanishing away (1 John 2:16).  These three things 
come through becoming obsessed with the things of the world.  But they are never 
to be a part of your life.   

c.  The unregenerate man has no other choice.  He is not inclined to chose in any other 
direction.  And so he spends all of his precious time trying to accumulate the 
treasures of the world, because he is obsessed with them.   

d.  But that is not to be the case with you.  You have a changed heart.  You have 
changed affections.  Your heart is to be primarily on the things of heaven.   

e.  I am not saying that it is a sin to be rich.  If the Lord in His Providence bestows 
wealth on you, then receive it as a good gift.   

f.  But don’t forget that it is a stewardship entrusted to you.  You must use those riches 
for His glory, as David did.  You must never let them capture your heart, lest in the 
end you prove to be an idolater and not a Christian.   

 
B.  But Still Another Reason Why You Shouldn’t Place Much Value on Worldly Treasures Is 
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Because God Doesn’t.   
1.  They must not be that important to God, for most often He gives them to wicked men.   

a.  It seems as though there have been far more wicked men who have been rich than 
godly.   

b.  And it seems in today’s world, from the aspect of material wealth, that it is often the 
unprincipled man who prospers more than the man of godly principle.   

c.  The psalmist recognized this, and it almost caused him to stumble and fall, until he 
came into the house of the Lord and realized what their end would be.  “But as for 
me, my feet came close to stumbling; my steps had almost slipped.  For I was 
envious of the arrogant, as I saw the prosperity of the wicked.  For there are no 
pains in their death; and their body is fat.  They are not in trouble as other 
men; nor are they plagued like mankind.  Therefore pride is their necklace; the 
garment of violence covers them.  . . . Behold, these are the wicked; and always 
at ease, they have increased in wealth.  Surely in vain I have kept my heart 
pure, and washed my hands in innocence;  for I have been stricken all day 
long, and chastened every morning.  . . .  When I pondered to understand this, 
it was troublesome in my sight until I came into the sanctuary of God; then I 
perceived their end.  Surely Thou dost set them in slippery places; thou dost 
cast them down to destruction.  How they are destroyed in a moment!  They 
are utterly swept away by sudden terrors!  Like a dream when one awakes, O 
Lord, when aroused, Thou wilt despise their form” (Ps. 73:2-6, 12-14, 16-20).   

d.  The psalmist found that he did not keep his heart pure in vain, when he realized 
what was going to happen to the wicked.   

e.  It doesn’t matter how much one prospers materially in this life.  What really 
matters is who prospers in the life to come.   

 
2.  God gives wealth to wicked men because it’s really not valuable.  The things of the 

world will perish with the world.  They are not the true riches.  God reserves the true 
riches for His children.   
a.  But yet your use of the world’s riches will be a determining factor in whether or not 

you will even receive the true riches.   
b.  Jesus said, “If therefore you have not been faithful in the use of unrighteous 

mammon, who will entrust the true riches to you?” (Luke 16:11).   
c.  If you do not consider that all that you own is the Lord’s, and that you are to 

steward it for His glory, and not for your own advancement, then you will not 
receive the riches which are lasting.   

d.  But what are these true riches?   
 

II.  David Saw That the True Riches Were God and the Things of God.   
A.  God, of course, Is the Greatest Treasure of the Christian; He Is Their Inheritance.   

1.  David knew this, and in the wilderness, he longed for Him.   
a.  He says, “O God, Thou art my God; I shall seek Thee earnestly; my soul thirsts 

for Thee, my flesh yearns for Thee, in a dry and weary land where there is no 
water” (Ps. 63:1).   

b.  David knew that there is nothing more valuable than a personal walk with God.  
And he had that kind of relationship with Him.   
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c.  He does not call upon an unknown deity, as the Athenians on Mars Hill.   
d.  He does not call upon a god which he had only heard about, as the seven sons of 

Sceva had done when they tried to cast out the demon in His name, and were mauled 
by him.   

e.  But he calls upon the One who is his God; the One that he loves more than his own 
soul, more than his own life; more than all of his possessions.   

f.  Yes, there were times when David fell from his devotion, such as in the incident of 
Uriah and Bathsheba.  But the overarching pattern of his life was one of 
whole-hearted commitment and love to God.   

 
2.  Christian, is God your greatest treasure?   

a.  Is He what you yearn for more than anything else?  Is it His presence and His 
pleasure that you seek?   

b.  God is not a doctrine to learn about.  He is not a set of catechism questions and 
answers.  He is not a tradition that we faithfully hold on to because of the fathers.   

c.  God is a real person.  He is a person of infinite worthiness and beauty.  To know 
Him is more riches than all the gold and silver in the world.   

d.  And He is a person who can be known.  He invites us to know Him through His 
Son, Jesus Christ.   

e.  Do you know Him this morning?   
(i)  If you do then you know what David experienced in the wilderness away from 

God’s special presence.   
(ii)  If you do then you also yearn for Him, especially during those times when He 

seems to withdraw and to hide Himself from you.   
(iii)  If you do, then everything else in the world becomes valueless, next to 

knowing Him.   
(iv)  If you do then you thirst for Him, you yearn for Him as in a dry and weary land 

where there is no water.   
(v)  And this is especially what you will do, when in His gracious Providence, He 

reveals in you that your heart has become hardened.  You will not sit easy.  You 
will seek the Lord in prayer to again melt your obstinate heart with the fire of His 
love and affection.   

 
f.  But what if you do not know Him this morning?  Then the Lord calls you to come 

into a personal relationship with Him through His Son.   
(i)  This is why the Lord sent His Son into the world after all, to save sinners such as 

you.   
(ii)  When the Samaritans rejected Jesus because He had set His face to go to 

Jerusalem, John and James said, “’Lord, do You want us to command fire to 
come down from heaven and consume them?’  But He turned and rebuked 
them, and said, ‘You do not know what kind of spirit you are of; for the Son 
of Man did not come to destroy men's lives, but to save them’” (Luke 
9:54-56).   

(iii)  He did not come to destroy you, but that you might be saved.  But if you are to 
be saved, you must repent of your sins and believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.  You 
must turn to Him.  You must embrace Him by faith.  You must take hold of Him 
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who is life itself.   
(iv)  If God is not your greatest treasure, then you are not His either.  He must 

become the greatest treasure of your heart, before you can become His.   
(v)  And only God can change your heart and unveil it to His beauty.  And so you 

must come to Him and ask Him to remove your stony heart and give you a heart 
of flesh.   

(vi)  May the Lord enlighten your heart and mind this morning by His grace to show 
you the beauty of the Savior, so that you will be irresistibly drawn to Him!   

 
B.  But Lastly, those Things which Will Bring a Man Nearer to God Are Also the Christian’s 

Treasure.   
1.  Besides longing for God, David also yearned for the sanctuary of God, where His 

presence was manifested.  He says, “Thus I have beheld Thee in the sanctuary, to 
see Thy power and Thy glory” (v. 2).   
a.  It was in the Temple of God that His glory was seen.   
b.  He remembers the beauty of the worship of God in holiness and longs to return to it 

in the holy city.   
c.  His yearning for God and the things of God was such in his soul, that the way that 

he expressed it was as though his flesh was thirsting for water in a dry and desert 
wilderness.   

d.  And we shouldn’t be surprised, for there is such an intimate union between the soul 
and body, that when one is greatly affected, it inevitably greatly affects the other.   

e.  David so yearned for God that he could feel it in his flesh.  He must have God, the 
true God, true fellowship with Him.  But he must have it through God’s appointed 
means, for there is no other way.   

 
2.  Christian, do you long for the presence of God in the spiritual wilderness in which you 

live?   
a.  You, like king David, live in a wilderness which is becoming increasingly void of 

the presence of God.   
b.  It is not a literal wilderness.  We live in a highly advanced and sophisticated 

society.  We are so sophisticated, that we have even abandoned God as a nation, 
maybe not in name, but in truth and in power.   

c.  And because we have abandoned God, after having received so many advantages of 
His grace in this country, after having such a rich heritage of godly men and women 
and a deep understanding of the things of God, because we have turned our back on 
Him, God is turning His back on us.   

d.  He is giving us over to hardening and judgment.  Just compare Romans 1 to the 
present condition of our country and you will see that we are on the downward slope 
and quickly sliding farther and farther away from God.   

e.  Isn’t this what all of the abortion, fornication, adultery, child abuse, thievery, 
vandalism, prostitution, and homosexuality indicate?   

f.  Is this a nation blessed by God, that abounds with the knowledge of God, as the 
waters cover the sea?  Or is this a nation which is being hardened by God?   

g.  I am not saying that God is no longer being good to His creatures.  We still see the 
evidences of His benevolence to this nation.  But we have fallen a great measure 
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into sin and hardness.  And God is bringing judgment upon us.   
h.  Thanks be to God, He will never abandon His church.  He will never forsake those 

who have fled for refuge in Christ.  But whatever happens to our country as a whole 
will greatly affect all of us, just as the sins of Israel also affected righteous Jeremiah, 
at the time of the captivity.   

i.  Christian, in the midst of this judgment is your flesh crying out for God?  Do you 
yearn for His presence to reveal itself here?  Do you want to see His Spirit renew 
the face of this land?  Do you thirst to see the tokens of His love restored to this 
nation with churches that again preach the true Gospel and worship Him in Spirit and 
in truth?  Then you must pray.  You must forsake the world and the things of the 
world and seek God to soften your heart and to cause you to pray.   

j.  The Lord said to King Solomon, “If my people, which are called by my name, 
shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their 
wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will 
heal their land” (2 Chr. 7:14, KJV).   

k.  Christian, would you like to again see the glory of God return to this nation in a 
mighty outpouring of His Spirit?  Then pray.  Humble yourself and pray.  Pray not 
only by yourself, but with the people of God.  Turn from your own sins and pray 
that God will turn our nation from theirs and send seasons of refreshing upon us.  
Let us yearn for the renewing of the tokens of God’s presence upon us.  If we 
humble ourselves and seek Him in this way, who knows?   The Lord may be 
gracious to us, and heal us.  May He cause us to think seriously upon these things.  
Amen.   


