
“Mighty in the Scriptures” 
(Acts 18:24-28)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we saw several things to encourage us in our work for Christ:   
a.  How important it is to keep moving forward and not lose time just because 

we meet with opposition – as we saw in Paul’s example.   
b.  How we should not only do what we can personally to promote Christ’s 

work, but how we should help others the Lord has called – through Aquila 
and Priscilla’s example.   

c.  How we need sometimes to understand the culture better, becoming all things 
to all men, so that we can effectively communicate the Gospel – as we saw in 
Paul’s keeping of the Nazarite vow and his later supporting four men to do 
the same.   

d.  How the ground must first be broken up and prepared before the seed of the 
Gospel can be planted and prosper – as we saw in Paul, Aquila and Priscilla’s 
examples in Ephesus.   

e.  How we should be encouraged by the fact that we’re not alone in the work 
the Lord has given us – as we considered in Paul’s fellowship with both the 
Jerusalem and Antioch churches.   

f.  And how in our pressing forward we must not forget those already brought 
into the kingdom of God, but encourage and strengthen them as well – as we 
saw in Paul’s revisiting the churches he had already planted as he began his 
third missionary journey.   

 
2.  Since we are called to the same work – as Jesus has given this work to His 

church as a whole – these examples can be very helpful.   
 

B.  Preview.   
1.  This morning, we see several more things in Apollos that can also help us.   

a.  In our text, Luke tells us a little about his background, his ministry in 
Ephesus, his correction by Aquila and Priscilla, then his labors in Corinth.   

b.  We might look at this as a mini-biography, placed here by the Spirit to 
remind us of the some of the things that need to be true of us before the Lord 
can use us to advance the Gospel.   

 
2.  Because there are several points and applications in our text, I won’t mention 

them at the beginning, except this general theme:  the more thoroughly grounded 
we are in the Word and the more willing we are to spend and be spent for its 
truth, the more useful we will be.   

 
II.  Sermon.   
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A.  First, we see the advantage of being raised, or raising our children, in the fear and 
admonition of the Lord.  “Now a Jew named Apollos, an Alexandrian by birth, an 
eloquent man, came to Ephesus” (v. 24).   
1.  Apollos was a Jew.   

a.  He was born in Alexandria, Egypt.   
(i)  So called because founded by Alexander the Great (about B.C. 333).   
(ii)  This is where the Pharaohs of Egypt lived for 200 years.   
(iii)  Many Jews also lived there during this time, once as many as 10,000.   
(iv)  Some of these Alexandrian Jews, along with Jews from Cyrene, had 

established a famous synagogue at Jerusalem called the Synagogue of the 
Freedmen (Acts 6:9).  These were the Jews who argued with Stephen.   

 
b.  More importantly for our purposes was the heritage in which he was raised:  

he was a Jew.   
(i)  This would mean that both in his home and at synagogue, he would have 

been exposed to the Scriptures, and like Timothy would have known them 
from his youth (2 Tim. 3:14-15).   

(ii)  Even if he was unconverted at the time, it would still be a great 
advantage to him later, as we see here:  it formed the foundation of his 
understanding.   

 
2.  We have the opportunity to raise our children with a similar advantage.   

a.  What Apollos had is not unlike what the Lord has provided for us to give our 
children.   
(i)  We have a greater advantage because of the clearer light of the NT.   
(ii)  We have so many resources to help us, especially in the Reformed 

tradition.   
 

b.  Even if our children are not converted until later, this will still be a great 
blessing to them.   
(i)  The knowledge which wasn’t important to them before, will become 

important.   
(ii)  Like Paul, who had the lights turned on when he came to Christ, it will 

all begin to make sense.   
(iii)  Aside from the fact that we are commanded to do this (Eph. 6:4), we can 

see what an advantage it will give them.   
 
B.  Second, we see the advantage of natural gifts:  “Now a Jew named Apollos, an 

Alexandrian by birth, an eloquent man, came to Ephesus” (v. 24).   
1.  Apollos was an eloquent man – a great speaker.   

a.  He not only knew his subject well, but could communicate it effectively.   
b.  He could speak in a forceful and moving way:  teaching and preaching the 

things concerning Christ.   
 

2.  Natural gifts – which are given to us by God – are also necessary for the work.   
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a.  Spiritual gifts are necessary and can in some instances make up for the lack 
of natural gifts; but natural gifts are also important.   

b.  Together, they’re quite powerful:  e.g., George Whitefield.   
c.  We simply need to discern the gifts He’s given us – for we all have some – 

and develop them for the work He has given us.  For some it might be 
preaching, for others giving, service, particular service:  computer, video, 
carpentry, etc.   

 
C.  Third, we see the advantage of being grounded in the Word.  “He was mighty in 

the Scriptures” (v. 24).   
1.  Apollos knew the OT well.   

a.  At this point, this was all he would have had access to; but even so, it was 
still enough to equip him thoroughly (2 Tim. 3:14-17).   

b.  He went beyond his upbringing:  his conversion gave him a hunger for God’s 
Word.   
(i)  “This man had been instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent 

in spirit, he was speaking and teaching accurately the things concerning 
Jesus, being acquainted only with the baptism of John” (v. 25).   

(ii)  It wasn’t a complete education, but it was enough for him powerfully to 
communicate the Gospel.   

 
2.  We should not be satisfied with what we’ve learned in the past, but should keep 

pressing forward in our understanding of God’s Word.   
a.  It’s especially required of a man who would be an elder that he be apt to 

teach.   
b.  He must also have a certain eloquence – a knowledge of his subject and the 

ability skillfully to communicate it (1 Tim. 3:2).   
c.  Our Sunday School affords some opportunity to learn and grow in 

knowledge, as well as our services – it is our prayer that they will be a 
blessing to you in this area.   

 
D.  Fourth, we see the advantage of having a zealous spirit:  He was fervent in spirit 

(v. 25).   
1.  He not only had knowledge, but a desire to use that knowledge to advance 

Christ’s kingdom.   
2.  Paul tells us in Romans 12:11 that we are to be “fervent in spirit, serving the 

Lord.”   
a.  It doesn’t matter how gifted we are naturally, or how knowledgeable we are 

in the Scriptures, if we don’t have the desire to use these blessings to advance 
Christ’s cause, we won’t accomplish anything.   

b.  The Lord wants us to be hot, and not cold or lukewarm (Rev. 3:15-16).   
 
E.  Fifth, we see the advantage of courage:  “He began to speak out boldly in the 

synagogue” (v. 26).   
1.  Apollos was not paralyzed by what others thought.   
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a.  His conviction that these things were true, that Christ had called him to do 
this work, that his listeners needed to hear this message or they would perish, 
overcame any inhibitions he might have had.   

b.  Like Paul and every believer, he had to face fear, but it didn’t cripple him.   
 

2.  If our knowledge and zeal is to have any impact on the world for Christ, we 
need to overcome our fear of what the world might think or do.   
a.  To overcome fear, we need to grow in the knowledge of Christ’s love and 

protection, in our love for Christ, and in our love for others.   
b.  We also need to be fully persuaded that what the Bible says is true:  if the 

unbeliever doesn’t repent, he will suffer in hell forever; if we don’t do 
something to reach them, we’re partly responsible (Acts 18:6).   

 
F.  Sixth, we see the advantage of an accurate and thorough grounding in the Word:  

“But when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him aside and explained to 
him the way of God more accurately” (v. 26).   
1.  Apollos was acquainted with the baptism of John, but a great deal had happened 

since then.   
a.  He must have known that Jesus was the Christ, the Lamb of God.   
b.  He must have known that as the Lamb of God, Jesus had to lay down His life 

– the disciples who spent three and a half years with Him didn’t seem to 
understand this until it happened; Apollos knew it had happened.   

c.  He had undoubtedly heard of Christ’s resurrection.   
d.  How much he understood, we don’t know; but we do know this:  he didn’t 

know all that could be known; and so Aquila and Priscilla took him aside and 
instructed him privately, so that he would be even more useful to Christ.   

 
2.  The better we understand the things of the Lord, the more useful we will be.   

a.  The Christian life is more than just knowing enough to be saved.   
b.  It’s also learning the things we need to know to serve Christ.   
c.  The more we know and the more carefully we live according to that 

knowledge, the more useful we will be to Christ.   
d.  And so let’s strive for a comprehensive and accurate knowledge, and for the 

heart to live these things out.   
 

G.  Seventh, we see one of the ways this grounding can be accomplished – through 
private admonition (v. 26).   
1.  Priscilla and Aquila heard him speak, realized his limitations, knew they could 

help him overcome this, and so took him aside to explain the way of God to him 
more accurately.   
a.  Since they did this privately and Priscilla was with her husband when they 

did, there doesn’t seem to be any violation of Scripture here with her 
participation in helping Apollos to see the truth.   

b.  If she had done this as a teacher, publicly with authority, it certainly would 
have, since:   
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(i)  The elders are those commissioned by Christ to teach in His church (Titus 
1:9).    

(ii)  And Paul tells us that women are not “to teach or exercise authority over 
a man, but to remain quiet” in the church (1 Tim. 2:12).   

 
2.  All of us are actually called to do this privately, on a more personal level:   

a.  Paul writes to the church at Rome, “And concerning you, my brethren, I 
myself also am convinced that you yourselves are full of goodness, filled 
with all knowledge and able also to admonish one another” (Rom. 15:14).   

b.  And the author to the Hebrews writes, “Let us hold fast the confession of our 
hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful; and let us consider 
how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, not forsaking our own 
assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; 
and all the more as you see the day drawing near” (Heb. 10:23-25).   

c.  The better we understand the Scriptures, the more we can help others to be 
the best they can be for the Lord.   

 
H.  Eighth, we see another way we can promote the work of the Gospel in others – 

through encouragement:  “And when he wanted to go across to Achaia, the brethren 
encouraged him” (v. 27).   
1.  Apollos was zealous for the Gospel, as we’ve seen; but this doesn’t mean that he 

couldn’t benefit from some further support from the brethren:   
a.  The church saw his usefulness, and so when he wanted to go across to 

Corinth, they encouraged him to do it.   
b.  They also “wrote to the disciples to welcome him” (v. 27).   
 

2.  This shows us two things:   
a.  The importance of encouraging one another and helping each other to 

promote the work of God’s kingdom.   
(i)  We should never assume that those doing the work have all the 

encouragement they need.   
(ii)  We all need the help and support of one another.   
 

b.  Notice also the importance of not recklessly going forward to do a particular 
work without the recognition of God’s people.   
(i)  We need to know that others see God’s call on our lives.   
(ii)  This isn’t something we want to conclude on our own.   

 
I.  Ninth, we again see a fundamental way in which the Gospel was promoted – 

through argumentation:  “And when he had arrived, he greatly helped those who 
had believed through grace, for he powerfully refuted the Jews in public, 
demonstrating by the Scriptures that Jesus was the Christ” (vv. 27-28).   
1.  When Apollos came to Corinth, his help strengthened the church:   

a.  He closed the mouths of the doubting Jews by refuting them in public and 
showing conclusively from the Scriptures that Jesus was the Christ.   



6 

b.  This not only relieved pressure from the church, but also built the believers 
up in the faith.   

 
2.  The work of advancing the Gospel is not done merely through evangelism, but 

also through argument – through reasoning and debate.   
a.  The Lord has converted many to Himself through apologetics.   
b.  He has also encouraged the saints – each time we see an eloquent Christian 

debate an eloquent evolutionist, and the Christian bests the evolutionist’s 
arguments, it helps to strengthen our confidence in the Gospel.   

 
J.  Finally, we’re reminded again of the process the Lord uses to plant churches:   

1.  Before there can be a harvest, there needs to be breaking ground and soil 
preparation, scattering seed and watering.   
a.  Paul will later write to the church at Corinth:  “I planted, Apollos watered” (1 

Cor. 3:6).  Paul broke ground and planted in Corinth.  Apollos came over and 
watered those seeds.   

b.  But let’s not forget who really made the difference:  “God was causing the 
growth” (v. 6).   

 
2.  Churches do not generally spring up overnight.   

a.  There is a great deal of work that’s needed; most of all God’s blessing.   
b.  So let’s continue to prepare ourselves, encourage and equip one another, and 

pray for the necessary zeal and courage, especially that God will bless our 
efforts in this holy work.  Amen.   


