
“Love:  The Fountain of the Affections” 
(Matthew 22:37-40)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Thus far, Edwards has told us that true religion is found first of all in the 
affections.   
a.  Remember, man has two faculties in his soul:  understanding and inclination.   
b.  The inclination or will is our ability either to incline towards or away from 

what our mind understands.   
c.  When inclinations are strong, they are called affections.   
d.  And when our inclinations are strong towards holy things, those are called 

religions affections.   
 

2.  True religion, or a saving relationship with the Lord, is primarily a matter of the 
affections.   
a.  The Scripture everywhere shows this to be true:   

(i)  Paul writes, “Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference 
to one another in honor; not lagging behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, 
serving the Lord” (Rom. 12:10-11).   

(ii)  In insisting on this, he was saying nothing different than Moses, who 
wrote, “Now, Israel, what does the LORD your God require from you, but 
to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all His ways and love Him, and to 
serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul” 
(Deu. 10:12).   

 
b.  This statement by Moses also reminds us why Christianity is a religion of 

action and not merely of belief.   
(i)  Strong inclinations or affections often imply strong actions.   
(ii)  Those who have done the most for their particular causes are those who 

have been strongly affected by those causes.   
(iii)  If our hearts are strongly moved for the Lord and His cause, we will do 

all we can to promote it – which, by the way, is exactly what He calls us to 
do and says we will do:  “For the grace of God has appeared, bringing 
salvation to all men, instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly 
desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age, 
looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great 
God and Savior, Christ Jesus, who gave Himself for us to redeem us from 
every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people for His own 
possession, zealous for good deeds” (1 Tim. 2:11-14).   

(iv)  We only pursue anything to the degree that we are affected by them:  our 
actions are an indicator of what is in our hearts.   
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3.  Finally, we saw several biblical examples that true grace in the soul produces a 
whole range of holy affections.   
a.  In particular, it will produce godly fear and hope, love for God and His saints, 

hatred of sin, holy desire after God, joy inexpressible and full of glory, godly 
sorrow over sin, gratitude for God’s mercies, compassion and mercy towards 
others, and zeal for God’s glory.   

b.  Christianity is not a static thing; it’s alive and active because it is a religion of 
the heart.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  This evening, we’re going to consider what was just hinted at last week.   
a.  All these affections have a common source, they all grow from one root and 

flow from one fountain.   
b.  As we’ve seen in the past, they are all the product of the Spirit’s work in the 

soul.   
c.  But there is one fruit He produces that is the root and cause of all the others, 

and that is love.   
 

2.  We’ll look at four things:   
a.  First, that true religion can be summarized by love.   
b.  Second, that this love is not a weak inclination, but a strong affection.   
c.  Third, that the kind of love that characterizes saving grace is not a one time 

act but a continual, as well as strong, inclination of the soul.   
d.  Finally, that love is not merely one of the affections, but all of them:  it is the 

fountain from which all the affections flow.   
 

II.  Sermon.   
A.  First, true religion is summarized by love.  Scripture shows us that true religion 

is summed up in love.  It is the greatest of the affections and the affection from 
which all our duties flow.   
1.  This is the way Christ represents it in our text.   

a.  When the lawyer asked him what was the greatest commandment in the 
Law, Jesus answered, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’  This is the great 
and foremost commandment.  The second is like it, ‘You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.’  On these two commandments depend the whole 
Law and Prophets” (Matt. 22:37-40).   

b.  This tells us that these two commandments summarize everything the 
Lord requires in the Law and the Prophets, or the whole Old Testament.   

 
2.  Paul tells us something similar:   

a.  First, in Romans 13:8, “Owe nothing to anyone except to love one 
another; for he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law,” and in verse 
10, “Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of 
the law.”   
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b.  He reminds us of this again in Galatians 5:14, “For the whole Law is 
fulfilled in one word, in the statement, ‘You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.’”   

c.  He writes in 1 Timothy 1:5, “But the goal of our instruction is love from a 
pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith.”   

d.  And he tells us in 1 Corinthians 13 that love is the greatest of all that has 
to do with true religion.  It is the soul of a genuine relationship with God.  
Without it everything we do that might appear to be sincere is worthless, 
“If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I 
have become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.  If I have the gift of 
prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all 
faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.  And 
if I give all my possessions to feed the poor, and if I surrender my body to 
be burned, but do not have love, it profits me nothing” (vv. 1-3).   

e.  Love must be present in our hearts if we are true believers.   
(i)  Without it, everything we do is meaningless.   
(ii)  Love is the fountain out of which everything acceptable to God 

comes.   
 
B.  Second, this love our Lord tells us about and Paul speaks of is not a weak 

inclination, barely felt in our hearts, that has little or no affect on our lives, but a 
very strong inclination – a holy affection.   
1.  It is loving God with all our heart, all our soul, all our mind, and all our 

strength.   
2.  It is loving our neighbor as we love ourselves – Paul reminds us in Ephesians 5, 

no one ever hated himself, but loves and cares for himself.   
3.  This is the standard by which husbands are to love their wives, by which we are 

to love one another, the same love our Savior loved us with when He laid down 
His life for us (John 15:13).   

4.  A sincere faith grows out of a strong love towards God.  At the same time it 
produces love for those made in God’s image.  It is the fulfillment of everything 
the Lord required in the Law and the Prophets.   

5.  If what we experience is a weak inclination towards God – excepting situations 
where we have fallen into deep sin – we are not experiencing religious 
affections.   

 
C.  Third, the kind of love that characterizes saving grace is not a one time act but a 

continual inclination of the soul.   
1.  The love our Lord speaks of in this passage is not a single act of love that occurs 

at some point in our lives and then vanishes away.   
2.  It’s not a one-time commitment, a going forward at an altar call, the dedication 

of our lives after being delivered from a dangerous situation, when we think we 
love the Lord because He has given us some great blessing.   

3.  It is a habit of love that produces a pattern of godly living, as John tells us, “You 
know that He appeared in order to take away sins; and in Him there is no sin.  
No one who abides in Him sins; no one who sins has seen Him or knows Him.  
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Little children, make sure no one deceives you; the one who practices 
righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous; the one who practices sin is of 
the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning. The Son of God appeared 
for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil.  No one who is born of God 
practices sin, because His seed abides in him; and he cannot sin, because he is 
born of God.  By this the children of God and the children of the devil are 
obvious: anyone who does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor the one 
who does not love his brother” (1 John 3:5-10).   

4.  Our experience as true believers should be a pattern of holiness – an imperfect 
pattern of course, since we won’t be perfected this side of heaven – but still a 
pattern of love and good deeds.   

5.  If we believe ourselves to be Christians because we once felt some inclination 
towards God, or even a strong affection, if we don’t feel it any longer, what we 
experienced was not borne from saving grace:  it was not religious affection.   

 
D.  Finally, love is not merely one of the affections, but all of them:  it is the fountain 

from which all the affections flow.   
1.  This holy love is not a love that stands alone, but one that produces all the fruits 

of godliness.   
2.  Holy love is not one among many religious affections, it is all of them:   

a.  This holy love is a love of holiness/righteousness, and so it will produce all 
affections having to do with holiness/righteousness.   

b.  Paul shows this to be true in Galatians 5:22-23:  “But the fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-
control; against such things there is no law” (Gal. 5:22-23).   

c.  The primary fruit of the Spirit is love:  everything else flows from this.   
(i)  If we love God, we will also be filled with joy in knowing Him, loving 

Him, and being loved by Him.  Love rejoices in possessing the object of 
its affections.   

(ii)  If we love God and know that we are loved by Him, when we have what 
our souls long for, it brings ultimate satisfaction, contentment, and peace 
to our souls.   

(iii)  If we love God and are at peace knowing that all things are sovereignly 
in His hands, we can patiently endure whatever He brings, knowing it is 
good and for our good, and knowing that no matter what happens, nothing 
can separate us from His love.   

(iv)  God expresses His loves by acts of kindness to us.  In the same way, this 
love God gives us will produce acts of kindness towards others.  We will 
also do good to them, for love wants to do what is best for those who are 
its objects.   

(v)  Love towards God will also produce faithfulness, for how can we 
abandon the One we love the most?  How could we continue to do the 
things He hates?  It will move us to keep His commandments and hold fast 
to Him.   

(vi)  Love produces gentleness, since it above all other things can minister 
healing to the object of our love.   
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(vii)  And love produces self-control:  it will help us act becomingly in the 
presence of the those we love, and keep us from doing the things that 
offend them.   

(viii)  Love is the fountain from which flow out all these expressions of love 
both towards God and towards our neighbor.   

 
d.  And, of course, love will also produce hatred for it’s opposite.   

(i)  If we love God, we will hate everything that dishonors Him:  namely, sin.   
(ii)  Edwards writes, “From a vigorous, affectionate, and fervent love to God, 

will necessarily arise other religious affections; hence will arise an intense 
hatred and abhorrence of sin, fear of sin, and a dread of God’s 
displeasure, gratitude to God for his goodness, complacence and joy in 
God, when God is graciously and sensibly present, and grief when he is 
absent, and a joyful hope when a future enjoyment of God is expected, and 
fervent zeal for the glory of God. And in like manner, from a fervent love 
to men, will arise all other virtuous affections towards men.”   

(iii)  Love is the gracious key that unlocks the door to the whole religious 
experience Edwards calls the religious affections.  It is something we as 
Christians should be experiencing, and something we should be deeply 
grieved over if we are lacking.   

(iv)  And so search your hearts this evening and examine your lives to see 
whether you have this ardent affection for God, or whether it is missing 
from your life, and then respond accordingly through faith and repentance 
either to engender it or to cause it to grow.  Amen.   


