
 

“Love Is Not Jealous” 
(1 Corinthians 13:4c) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  As we continue to study the different characteristics of Christian love, we need to remember 
how helpful a study of this kind is.  After all, what is it that fulfills the whole Law of God?  It is love.  What 
is holiness?  It is separating ourselves from everything which is sinful, which is the same thing as keeping of 
the Law, which is fulfilled by love.  What is it that God wants us to be like?  He wants us to be like Him.  
And what is He like?  He is perfectly righteous and holy as He shows us in His Law.  His Law expresses 
perfectly His nature.  But love is the fulfillment of that Law, and so if we love, we will be more like God, 
who is love.  When Christ kept the Law of God, what was He doing?  He was loving both His Father and all 
men, because to keep the Law is to love God and man.  As we learn about this love which God gives us by 
His Spirit, we are learning about that principle He has put inside us which is making us more like Him and 
more like Jesus.  This alone should make us want to learn as much as we can about it, but more importantly, 
it should make us want to become more and more like Him.   
  So far we have seen two of the characteristics of this love:  it is patient, and it is kind.  Love gives us 
the strength to bear up under the things that other people do to us without becoming angry or revengeful, and 
it gives us the strength to do good not only to those who are good to us, but even to those who are not.  This 
evening, we will want to look at the fact that love is also not jealous.   
  Now to understand what Paul is saying here, we first need to realize that jealousy can be used in both 
a positive and negative way in Scripture.  For instance, Paul told the Corinthians in 1 Corinthians12:31 that 
they should be jealous.  He said, “Earnestly [or jealously] desire the greater gifts.”  He said in 14:39, “Desire 
earnestly [or jealously] to prophesy.”  He also wrote in his second letter, “For I am jealous over you with 
godly jealousy,” and in his letter to the Galatians that, “It is good to be zealously [or jealously] affected 
always in a good thing” (4:18; KJV).  God said of Himself in Exodus 20:5, “For I, the Lord your God, am a 
jealous God.”  He even commended Phineas for being jealous by saying, “Phineas, the son of Eleazar, the 
son of Aaron the priest, has turned away My wrath from the sons of Israel, in that he was jealous with My 
jealousy among them, so that I did not destroy the sons of Israel in My jealousy.”  God said this after Phineas 
killed an Israelite man for taking a Midianite woman into his tent (Num. 25:11).  Jealousy can be good when 
it is godly jealousy, when it results in zeal for good and godly things.   
  But jealousy can also be bad when it is sinful, when it causes you to envy the things which someone 
else has.  This is what Paul is talking about here.  What he tells us is that,  
 
  Christian love will not be jealous over what the Lord has given to others, but will be content with 
what the Lord has given to us.   
 
I.  First, let’s consider that love doesn’t envy the things which other people have.   

A.  When you stop and think about it, God has given to just about every person something that makes 
them stand out from everyone else, whether they’re Christians or not.   
1.  This is true, first of all, in the physical realm.   

a.  God made Sarah, Abraham’s wife, so beautiful that Abimelech, the king of Philistia, and 
Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, both wanted to make her their wife.   

b.  God made Absalom, David’s son, so handsome, that everyone admired him.  We read in 2 
Samuel 14:25-26, “Now in all Israel was no one as handsome as Absalom, so highly praised; 
from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head there was no defect in him.  And when he cut 
the hair of his head (and it was at the end of every year that he cut it, for it was heavy on him 
so he cut it), he weighed the hair of his head at 200 shekels by the king's weight.”   

c.  God made Solomon so rich, that silver in his days wasn’t considered to be worth anything.  We 
read in 1 Kings 10:21-23, “And all King Solomon's drinking vessels were of gold, and all the 
vessels of the house of the forest of Lebanon were of pure gold.  None was of silver; it was not 
considered valuable in the days of Solomon.  For the king had at sea the ships of Tarshish with 
the ships of Hiram; once every three years the ships of Tarshish came bringing gold and silver, 
ivory and apes and peacocks.  So King Solomon became greater than all the kings of the earth 
in riches and in wisdom.”   



 

d.  God gave David great authority, so that he commanded a nation, and He gave to Joab authority 
to command a great army.   

e.  To some, God gives a very outgoing personality so that people enjoy being around them, and to 
others, He gives a very sympathetic spirit, so that they can comfort those who are going 
through hard times.   

f.  To some, such as Beethoven or Mozart, He gives great musical talent, to others, such as 
Samson and Goliath, He gives great strength, while to still others, such as Isaac Newton or 
Albert Einstein, He gives great intelligence.   

g.  In more ways than we can count, the Lord gives certain gifts or combinations of gifts that make 
people stand out in some area.  Some have many of them, and some have few, but all have 
some.   

 
2.  This is true in the spiritual realm as well.   

a.  As we saw in an earlier sermon, God sometimes gives the extraordinary gifts of the Spirit to 
some which makes them desirable.  When Pharaoh heard Joseph’s wisdom, he made him 
second in command in all of Egypt.  The same thing happened to Daniel.   

b.  God gave Solomon so much wisdom that “all the earth was seeking Solomon, to hear his 
wisdom which God had put in his heart” (1 Kings 10:24).   

c.  God gifted some to be great evangelists and preachers, such as the apostle Paul, George 
Whitefield and Charles Spurgeon.   

d.  To others, He gave tremendous intelligence and spiritual insight, such as to John Calvin, John 
Owen, Francis Turretin and Jonathan Edwards.   

e.  Others He made great pastors, such as Richard Baxter and Henry Venn.   
f.  To some God gives a tremendous zeal and love for Christ, so that they are able to spend their 

whole day communing with Him, to others He gives the gift of helping, so that there are many 
who are thankful for them, and to still others He gives the privilege of being raised in a 
Christian household, or in a church with a minister who is able to explain the way of the Lord 
more accurately than others.   

g.  Again, there are many ways in which the Lord gives His gifts.  Some have many, some have 
few, but all of His people have them.   

 
B.  But the point of our passage is that whatever those gifts may be, we are not to envy those who have 

them.  We may admire them, we may be thankful for them, but we may not envy them.   
1.  When we envy or are jealous, it means that we are really not happy that someone else is blessed in 

that area more than we are.   
a.  Now perhaps if we thought that we were better than they were in a certain area, -- whether it 

was in knowing our Bibles or in playing the guitar or anything else -- then it would be easier to 
be thankful for their gifts and to encourage them.  But if it becomes clear that someone is 
better than we are, then we are tempted to begin to resent them.  We become jealous.   

b.  Jealousy will cause us to try and convince ourselves and others that we are really better than 
they are, or have other gifts which are better.   

c.  It will make us want to stand out from the crowd.  The more important we are, the more we 
stand out, and the more we stand out, the more we will like it.   

d.  Jealousy and envy will also cause us to argue.  Children, what is it that makes you argue with 
your brothers and sisters more than envy?  They have something that you don’t, so you want it.  
They have something you were playing with, so you want it back.  What is it that makes you 
play harder, especially when you play sports, but the desire to be the best, to stand out.   

e.  What I’m talking about here is pride.  Pride makes you want to better than anyone else.  But 
this is what God says He hates most of all.  God resists the proud, but gives grace to the 
humble (James 4:6).  I think that we will find that we resist the proud too.  We can tolerate a 
proud person for a little while, but after too long, that pridefulness grates against our skin, and 
we have to get away.  Have you ever been around someone like this?  Just about everything 
they do provokes you in some way to compete with them.   

f.  We can know that we’re guilty of this sin when we have difficulty seeing anything in others that 
is better than what’s in us, and being truly thankful to God for what He has given them.   



 

 
2.  Jealousy can also make us hate those who are better than we are.   

a.  It will not only make us resent the gifts the Lord has given to them, it will also make us hate 
them for having them, in the same way Joseph’s brothers hated Joseph for having his father’s 
love and his father’s special robe.   

b.  Envy can make us do all kinds of terrible things.  It can make us think the worst of others, and 
convince us that they are the ones who are prideful and puffed up instead of us.  It can make us 
try to beat them in a particular area, just so we can have the pleasure of knowing that we are 
better than they are.  Pride can even make us say bad things about people we don’t even know, 
if we think that they are better than we are, to drag them down, so that we can look better in 
the eyes of those who are with us.   

 
3.  Jealousy is terrible sin.  The Lord tells us that we must put it off.   

a.  Paul writes in Romans 13, “The night is almost gone, and the day is at hand.  Let us therefore 
lay aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.  Let us behave properly as in the 
day, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity and sensuality, not in strife 
and jealousy.  But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regard 
to its lusts.”   

b.  Jealousy shows that we are carnal and not spiritual.  Paul writes to the Corinthians, “For you 
are still fleshly.  For since there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not fleshly, and are 
you not walking like mere men?” (3:3).   

c.  It is one of the fruits of our sinful nature.  He writes, “Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, 
which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy . . .” 
(Gal. 5:19-20).   

d.  James tells us that it reflects the nature of the devil, not of God.  He writes, “Who among you is 
wise and understanding?  Let him show by his good behavior his deeds in the gentleness of 
wisdom.  But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, do not be arrogant 
and so lie against the truth.  This wisdom is not that which comes down from above, but is 
earthly, natural, demonic.  For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and 
every evil thing” (3:13-16).   

 
II.  How can we overcome jealousy?  How can we be content with what the Lord has given us?  The 

love which God gives us by His Spirit will help us to be content, and it will help us to rejoice in the 
things He has given to others.   
A.  First, it will help us to be content with what He has given us.  How?   

1.  Because this love from God also gives us a love for His Law, whenever we find the sin of jealousy 
rising in our hearts, it will help us to put it to death.   
a.  The Spirit of God helps us to hate sin.  He moves us to do all that we can to kill it.  He changes 

our hearts so that we will see it for what it really is:  something which God really hates.   
b.  When we find this sin in our hearts, we won’t want it to stay there.  If we did, this would show 

that our hearts really haven’t been made new.  But since we don’t, we will do all that we can to 
get rid of it.   

 
2.  And in its place, we will do everything in our power to cultivate its opposite:  contentment.   

a.  Love will help us to be thankful for the Lord has given to us, even if our gifts and graces aren’t 
really that great.  We need to remember what it is that we really deserve -- everlasting 
punishment in the fiery hell.  But instead of hell, God has given to us heaven in Christ.  If it is 
better to be a doorkeeper in the house of God than to dwell in the tents of wickedness (Ps. 
84:10), how much better is it to be a son or a daughter of God to live in His house forever, 
even if He never gives us gifts that will make us stand out from the rest?   

b.  Love will also help us to make the most with what He has given to us.  Our love for the Lord 
will motivate us out of thankfulness to do all that we can with His gracious gifts.  There are 
some who have been more faithful with their smaller gifts, who have borne more fruit than 
those with greater gifts.  Love will help us to be thankful and to get the most out of what we 
have.   



 

c.  Love will also remind us that to whom much is given much is required.  Whatever God gives 
us, He will hold us accountable for on the day of His judgment.  It would be much better for us 
if we willingly served the Lord from a heart of thanksgiving.  But we must remember that even 
when we don’t feel like serving Him, the fact that He has entrusted us with His talents means 
that we need to be faithful, for He will one day call us to account for them.   

d.  So first, love will help us to be content with what the Lord has seen fit to give us.   
 

B.  Second, love will also help us to be able to rejoice when our neighbor has more than we do.   
1.  Remember, love is the fulfillment of the commandments.   

a.  Paul says, “Love does no wrong to a neighbor; love therefore is the fulfillment of the law.” 
(Rom. 13:10).   

b.  The tenth commandment says, “You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet 
your neighbor's wife or his male servant or his female servant or his ox or his donkey or 
anything that belongs to your neighbor” (Ex. 20:17).  Love will help you to protect the things 
that belong to others, both in your heart and in the things you do.   

 
2.  If you truly love others, then you will want to see them prosper more than yourself.  This is the 

way love is:  it desires the best for those it loves.   
3.  And of course, if you love the Lord, this will also help you to keep His commandments which tell 

you to love your neighbor in this way.   
 

III.  In closing, I would ask you to examine your own heart in this area.   
A.  Are you content with what the Lord has given you?   

1.  You may not be the most handsome man or boy, you may not be the most the beautiful woman or 
the cutest girl; there might be others who have more money, more authority, and more influence 
than you; there may also be those in the church who have more wisdom, more knowledge, more 
faith, more intelligence, and more courage to witness than you.  But are you content with what He 
has given you?   
a.  When you talk to someone in church who knows something about the things that interest you, 

do you try to show them that you know more?   
b.  When you find someone who has zeal for the same cause that you do, do you try to outdo them 

in your zeal?   
c.  Are you jealous of others?   
 

2.  The Lord calls you to be content with what He has given you.   
a.  Paul writes, “For I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am.  I know how to 

get along with humble means, and I also know how to live in prosperity; in any and every 
circumstance I have learned the secret of being filled and going hungry, both of having 
abundance and suffering need.  I can do all things through Him who strengthens me” (Phil 
4:11-13).   

b.  You must learn to be content too.  Remember, all the jealousy in the world will not change 
your situation.   

 
B.  Are you using what you have to serve the Lord in His kingdom?   

1.  Are you worrying about the gifts that He hasn’t given you, or are you using the gifts He has?   
2.  He will not hold you accountable for what you don’t have, but for what you do have.  Develop 

your particular gifts, use them to serve Him.  Bear much fruit and so prove to be His disciple.   
 

C.  Do you rejoice when the Lord blesses others?   
1.  Are you jealous when you see something in others that you don’t have?  Does the thought of 

someone being better than you irritate you?  Are you able to thank the Lord for giving a gift or 
talent to your neighbor that He hasn’t given to you?   

2.  There is only one thing in Scripture that we are to try and outdo one another in, and that is in 
showing honor to one another (Rom. 12:10).  Is this what you do?  Are you helping others to 
become the best in what they can do?  This is what Jesus did.  He gave up the glories of heaven 



 

and became poor, that we through His poverty might become rich.  Unless you do the same, can 
you say that you truly want your neighbors to have more honor than you?   

 
D.  Remember that the Lord calls us to kill the sin that is inside us.  

1.  We should be grieved when we see jealousy in our hearts and in our lives.  We should do all we 
can to destroy it.   

2.  Is this what you are doing?  Are you seeking to put this sin to death in your heart?  Are you 
fighting to keep it from showing up in your conduct?   

3.  Are you also, as much as you can, relying completely on the grace of God, trying to love and honor 
your brethren when you see them doing better than you, or when they look like they will soon do 
better than you?   

4.  We must learn to be content, wherever we might be on the scale of importance in God’s kingdom.  
We must humble ourselves and rejoice when our neighbors outdo us, for Paul tells us that this is 
the essence of Christian love.  May God grant us a greater measure of His Spirit and His love that 
we might do this.  Amen.   


