
“Love God by Respecting His Authority” 

(Exodus 20:12) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

 

We’ve been looking at the rules of the race –  

 

The Law of love:   

 

How the Lord wants us to live,  

 

The definition of what Eric Liddell  

 

Referred to as complete surrender,  

 

What it is God wants us to do  

 

To show Him the honor and respect  

 

That we owe Him as our God,  

 

How He wants us to love Him.   

 

 

These is what the Spirit gives us  

 

The ability to do in the New Covenant –  

 

It is the new purpose He gives us,  

 

As He fills us with all His fullness  

 

Of life, light, and love.   

 

 

This is also what we should find ourselves doing –  

 

What we should experience in our lives –  

 

After He’s written this Law on our hearts:   

 

That we love God most of all;  
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That we want to worship Him  

 

With our whole lives,  

 

As He calls us to;  

 

That we keep our promises to Him;  

 

And, as we saw this morning,  

 

That we spend His day with Him –  

 

That we set aside unnecessary work,  

 

And any distracting entertainments,  

 

So that we can spend time  

 

With the One we love most of all,  

 

Remembering that this day  

 

Is a picture and a promise  

 

Of what we’ll be doing forever in heaven,  

 

And it’s a foretaste of the blessing  

 

The Lord will pour out on us  

 

When we finally arrive.   

 

 

B.  Preview.   

 

Tonight, we’re moving  

 

Into the second main section of the commandments:   

 

The first through the fourth are focused more directly  

 

On how we are to love God;  

 

The fifth through the tenth  

 

Focus more on how God wants us  



3 

 

To love everyone else.   

 

Paul writes, “Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he who loves 

his neighbor has fulfilled the law.  For this, ‘YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT 

ADULTERY, YOU SHALL NOT MURDER, YOU SHALL NOT STEAL, 

YOU SHALL NOT COVET,’ and if there is any other commandment, it is 

summed up in this saying, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS 

YOURSELF.’  Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the 

fulfillment of the law” (Rom. 13:8-10).   

 

Though these last six commandments  

 

Are focused on loving our neighbor,  

 

We need to understand that this is still part  

 

Of what it means to love God,  

 

Since He is the One  

 

Who calls us to do these things:   

 

If we love God,  

 

We will love our neighbor  

 

As we love ourselves.   

 

 

Sometimes our neighbors aren’t that lovely  

 

And they tend to draw contempt from our hearts  

 

Rather than affection.   

 

But that doesn’t change the fact  

 

That we are obligated to love them.   

 

If we see these things as also being acts of love  

 

Towards the One we love most of all –  

 

Which they are –  
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It can make our duty easier –  

 

We can love them for His sake.   

 

 

The first of these has to do  

 

With how we are to honor  

 

The authority God has established in His creation.   

 

We need to understand  

 

That He has ordained it for our good –  

 

This is one of the ways He shepherds us –  

 

How He leads, protects and provides for us.   

 

 

Without authority,  

 

There is anarchy –  

 

When everyone does what is right in their own eyes,  

 

Many get hurt.   

 

 

When authority is abused  

 

There is tyranny –  

 

When one takes advantage of the many,  

 

The many get hurt.   

 

That’s why there’re so many celebrating  

 

The fact that Fidel Castro died.   

 

 

But when authority is exercised  

 

In the way God desires,  
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There is blessing –  

 

There is protection, order and peace:   

 

The very things the Spirit of God  

 

Is working to create in our lives in particular  

 

And in the Creation as a whole.   

 

 

Let’s consider three things:   

 

1.  That this commandment deals with all authority the Lord has established.   

 

2.  How His authority is to be used and submitted to.   

 

3.  The blessing God promises, if we will love Him in this way.   

 

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider that this commandment extends to all authority God has 

ordained.   

 

The Lord says in Exodus 20:12, “Honor your father and your mother, that your 

days may be prolonged in the land which the LORD your God gives you.”   

 

 

This first and foremost has to do with how  

 

We are to honor our father and mother –  

 

The authority the Lord has placed in our homes.   

 

The Hebrew word used here means  

 

“To make honorable, to honor, or to glorify.”   

 

 

What is the Lord telling us to do?   

 

Paul explains it in this way:   

 

“Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.  HONOR YOUR 

FATHER AND MOTHER (which is the first commandment with a promise)” 

(Ephesians 6:1-2).   



6 

 

But it’s clear that more is included  

 

In the word “honor” than simply obedience.   

 

John Gill, the English Baptist commentator of the 18
th

 Century, writes that this 

command “chiefly respects immediate parents, both father and mother, by 

showing filial affection for them, and reverence and esteem of them, and by 

yielding obedience to them, and giving them relief and assistance in all things in 

which they need it; and if honour, esteem, affection, obedience, and reverence, 

are to be given to earthly parents, then much more to our Father which is in 

heaven.”   

 

To honor our parents  

 

Means we are to love them,  

 

Think the best of them,  

 

Obey them –  

 

We’ll come back to the limitations  

 

On this in a few moments –  

 

And care for them when they need it.   

 

 

Gill reminds us that  

 

If we are to honor our earthly parents in this way,  

 

How much more our heavenly Father?   

 

We read in Malachi 1:6, “‘A son honors his father, and a servant his master.  Then 

if I am a father, where is My honor?  And if I am a master, where is My 

respect?’ says the LORD of hosts to you, O priests who despise My name.”   

 

The Lord has already reminded us  

 

That this is what we owe Him,  

 

In the first and second commandments.   

 

 

But this commandment also applies  
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To the other spheres of authority  

 

That the Lord has established in His creation:   

 

The word “father” also applies to kings (Isa. 49:23 KJV) and prophets (2 Kings 

13:14);  

 

The word “mother” to queens (Isa. 49:23 KJV).   

 

That’s because each is given authority  

 

To serve as fathers and mothers to those under them.   

 

 

The point is that all authority has been given by God,  

 

And so is to be respected and honored by us.   

 

Paul writes, “Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities.  For 

there is no authority except from God, and those which exist are established by 

God” (Rom. 13:1).   

 

We are to honor and submit to all authority  

 

Knowing that our Lord ordained it for our good –  

 

Paul continues, “For rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for evil.  

Do you want to have no fear of authority?  Do what is good and you will have 

praise from the same; for it is a minister of God to you for good” (vv. 3-4).   

 

 

This applies to the sphere of the home:   

 

Children are to submit to their parents –  

 

Paul writes, “Children, be obedient to your parents in all things, for this is well-

pleasing to the Lord” (Col. 3:20) –  

 

Wives are to submit to their husbands –  

 

“Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord” (v. 18) –  

 

Servants are to submit to their masters –  
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“Slaves, in all things obey those who are your masters on earth, not with external 

service, as those who merely please men, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the 

Lord.  Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for 

men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. 

It is the Lord Christ whom you serve” (vv. 22-24);  

 

I included this in the sphere of the home,  

 

Because this is where slaves served.   

 

The closest thing we have to this today  

 

Is that of employee to employer:   

 

When you are hired by someone,  

 

You become their servant during working hours.   

 

 

This applies to the sphere of the church:   

 

The members of Christ’s body  

 

Are to submit to the elders He has appointed –  

 

The author to the Hebrews writes, “Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they 

keep watch over your souls as those who will give an account.  Let them do this 

with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you” (13:17).   

 

 

And it applies to the sphere of government:   

 

Citizens are to submit to the magistrate –  

 

Again, we read in Romans 13:1, “Every person is to be in subjection to the 

governing authorities.  For there is no authority except from God, and those 

which exist are established by God.”   

 

 

To love our neighbor –  

 

And so the Lord –  

 

We must honor the authority  

 

He has given to those who rule over us.   
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This can seem like a difficult thing,  

 

Until we understand why the Lord did this:   

 

As I said before:   

 

That there wouldn’t be anarchy –  

 

No rule –  

 

And that He might prevent tyranny –  

 

The abuse of power –  

 

Both of which hurt many.   

 

This is what can make us afraid of submission –  

 

The fear that we will be oppressed in some way.   

 

But we need to see,  

 

That’s not what the Lord intends.   

 

 

B.  Second, let’s consider how this authority is to be used and submitted to.   

 

 

First, the Lord gives authority  

 

That those who have it might lead, serve and protect  

 

Those under their care.   

 

 

We noted last week  

 

That the likely cause of Lucifer’s fall  

 

Was when the Lord revealed the reason for his existence:   

 

That he might serve man –  

 

More specifically, those who would inherit salvation.   
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The author to the Hebrews writes, “But to which of the angels has He ever said, 

‘SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND, UNTIL I MAKE YOUR ENEMIES A 

FOOTSTOOL FOR YOUR FEET’?  Are they not all ministering spirits, sent 

out to render service for the sake of those who will inherit salvation?” (1:13-14).   

 

 

The Lord made the angels  

 

Greater in power and authority  

 

That they might serve others.   

 

This is the same reason  

 

He established authority in every sphere.   

 

 

To parents, He says, “Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring 

them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4).   

 

To husbands, He says, “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the 

church and gave Himself up for her” (Eph. 5:25).   

 

To masters, He says, “Masters, grant to your slaves justice and fairness, knowing 

that you too have a Master in heaven” (Col. 4:1).   

 

To elders, He says, “Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which 

the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which 

He purchased with His own blood” (Acts 20:28).   

 

And of the magistrate, He says, “For rulers are not a cause of fear for good 

behavior, but for evil.  Do you want to have no fear of authority?  Do what is 

good and you will have praise from the same; for it is a minister of God to you 

for good” (Rom. 13:3-4).   

 

What He says of the magistrate  

 

Is true of all authority, “It is a minister of God to you for good” (Rom. 13:4).   

 

God does not give authority to oppress,  

 

But to serve.   

 

That doesn’t mean authority  
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Has never been abused,  

 

But it does mean that isn’t what the Lord intends  

 

And He will call into account anyone who misuses His authority.   

 

 

If we have authority –  

 

If we are to love and honor God with it –  

 

We must use it to protect, serve, and nurture  

 

Those under our care –  

 

Even as our Lord Jesus did.   

 

 

If we are under authority,  

 

We should honor it –  

 

Also as our Lord Jesus  

 

Honored His Father’s authority.   

 

 

But we are only to honor it when it is used  

 

Within the bounds the Lord has established.   

 

God’s will is supreme,  

 

And so tyranny is to be resisted.   

 

This is what Rutherford’s Lex Rex (The Law Is King) is all about.   

 

When the authorities over us  

 

Require us to do something God has forbidden,  

 

Or not to do something He has commanded,  

 

We must obey God rather than men –  

 

God has not established any authority  
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Higher than His own.   

 

When the rulers of Jerusalem  

 

Tried to compel Peter and John  

 

No longer to preach the Gospel,  

 

They replied, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to give heed to you rather than 

to God, you be the judge; for we cannot stop speaking about what we have seen 

and heard” (Acts 4:19-20).   

 

 

We do need to make sure  

 

That if we decide to resist it  

 

Because we believe it’s being misused,  

 

That it really is going beyond what God has commanded:   

 

We can also be guilty of rebelling against God  

 

Because we don’t want to submit  

 

To what He calls us to do.   

 

 

C.  Finally, we need to see that there is a promise connected to obeying this command:   

 

God says, “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be prolonged in 

the land which the LORD your God gives you” (Ex. 20:12).   

 

 

In the New Covenant,  

 

The promise is expanded  

 

From a long life in the land,  

 

To a long and blessed life on the earth,  

 

Because in the New Covenant  

 

It extends to all peoples in the Gospel,  
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Rather than to the Jews only.   

 

Paul writes, “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.  HONOR 

YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER (which is the first commandment with a 

promise), SO THAT IT MAY BE WELL WITH YOU, AND THAT YOU 

MAY LIVE LONG ON THE EARTH” (Eph. 6:1-3).   

 

 

If we will honor and respect the authority  

 

The Lord places over us for our good –  

 

If we will submit to Him,  

 

By submitting to these offices:   

 

If we will honor our parents;  

 

If wives, their husbands;  

 

If employees, our employers;  

 

If members of the church, our elders;  

 

And citizens of the state, our magistrates –  

 

It will go well with us –  

 

Our lives will be blessed –  

 

And He will give us a long life –  

 

If in all things considered  

 

It pleases Him to do so.   

 

A short miserable life,  

 

Would not be as bad as a long miserable life,  

 

But a long blessed life is best.   

 

If that’s what you want,  

 

This is how to get it:   
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Love God by honoring the authority  

 

He has established –  

 

Particularly, your parents.   

 

May the Lord help us all to do so.  Amen.   

 

 

http://www.gcmodesto.org 


