
 

“Love Covers a Multitude of Sins” 
(1 Peter 4:8) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  Last week Peter was pointing us to the fact that the end of the age is close at hand 
and Christ’s coming is near.  This means that the time in which we have to do our work for the 
Lord is quickly running out.  The day is almost over, and night is at hand.  Christ is coming 
soon to set up His eternal kingdom and to give to His servants the reward which He promised for 
faithful labor in His kingdom.  But even if His return is yet far in the future, according to our 
time-table, yet our time is limited anyway.  We only have a few years of earthly existence 
before the Lord calls us to be home with Himself.  The one thing that I find to be most troubling 
in this world is that there is so little time to do all that the Lord has called us to.  A lifetime is so 
short, yet it is all the time which the Lord has allotted us in this part of our existence.  On the 
basis of this, Peter tells us that we should live our lives seriously.  We should treat the things of 
the Lord as seriously as we possibly can.  It is not a game that we are playing.  Our soul and the 
souls of others are at stake.  There is a hell to escape and a heaven to be won.  There is a 
spiritual battle going on over the destiny of each one and every person.  Just because the Lord 
has ordained the end from the beginning does not mean that there will not be warfare and a 
struggle for life and death.  The end is certain, but it is only certain as the one who fights, does 
so to the end, for the Lord has ordained that His people will fight, they will endure, and they 
shall arrive safely at home.  It is for this purpose that we must also be sober, for if we become 
intoxicated with the things of this world, this will also rob us of precious time, or of the prize.  
And we must devote ourselves to prayer that we might escape what is shortly coming upon the 
earth and to stand before the Son of Man.   
 But Peter is not done with his exhortations.  There is yet another commandment that he 
gives us which he considers to be the most important of all.  And I think when we see it, we will 
all agree that the Bible does indeed tell us that it is.  What he says is that,  
 
 We are to maintain an unceasing and fervent love toward one another.   
 
I.  He Repeats for Us Here What We Already Understand to Be the Greatest 

Commandment.  “Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another.”   
A.  We Must Never Forget that Most Important Point that Love Is the Fulfillment of All that 

the Lord Requires of Us.   
1.  Sometimes we think that the Bible is so complicated, but it is really quite simple.   

a.  A man might spend four years in college, three years in seminary, and then five 
years in further post-graduate work to earn a Ph.D. in New Testament or Old 
Testament studies.   

b.  And then he might devote all of his life to studying a few of the New or Old 
Testament books to fully understand all that they say.  And one who does so does a 
great service to the church, for there is much yet to be learned.   

c.  There are time barriers, culture barriers, and language barriers that need to be 
bridged.  There is much more in the Scriptures than appears on the surface, much 
more than we will ever learn in our lifetimes.   

d.  But we mustn’t forget that the Lord gave these letters to very simple people who 
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lived about 2000 years ago, and He considered them to be sufficiently clear enough 
to prepare them for His eternal kingdom.   

e.  There is meat for the most profound scholar to chew on.  And yet there is enough 
simplicity for the average person to grasp the most important elements of what the 
Lord says about what we are to believe and what we are to do.   

 
2.  If we were to sum up the whole of the Bible’s teaching on how we ought to live, what 

would we say?   
a.  Most simply, it teaches us the law of love.  Paul writes, “Love does no wrong to a 

neighbor; love therefore is the fulfillment of the law” (Rom. 13:10).   
b.  Love toward God fulfills our whole obligation towards Him.   
c.  And love towards our neighbor fulfills our whole obligation towards him.   
d.  Love, that is loving the way that the Lord commands us to love, fulfills the whole 

Law.   
e.  And that is why Peter tells us that we must keep fervent in our love for one another.  

The end is at hand, therefore, fervently love one another from the heart.   
f.  He is talking about a love which is intense.  He is talking about a love which is 

unceasing.   
(i)  The word “fervent” used here, is the same one used of Christ, when being in 

agony, He prayed fervently to the Father, and began to sweat, as it were, great 
drops of blood (Luke 22:44).   

(ii)  It is the same word which Luke used to describe the kind of prayer that was 
being lifted up by the church for Peter when he was imprisoned by Herod (Acts 
12:5).   

 
g.  We are to have this kind of fervency in our love, and we are to have it, not simply 

towards those whom we would please, but towards all, “towards one another.”   
(i)  Peter already told us in chapter one, verse 22, “Since you have in obedience to 

the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently love one 
another from the heart.”   

(ii)  This love is to be genuine.  It is not to be from our head, as though we were 
trying to put on a show for some kind of an advantage, but from our heart, a 
sincere and heart-felt love, an inclination toward the good of our neighbor.   

(iii)  And it is to be towards all of our brethren.  God really does not limit those to 
whom we are to show love.  It is really to all mankind:  to those who are in our 
family, to our neighbors, to our brethren and even to our enemies.   

(iv)  When we love in this way, then the purpose is fulfilled for which the Lord put 
His grace in our hearts in the first place, as we saw the other night.   

(v)  The apostle John wrote, “No one has beheld God at any time; if we love one 
another, God abides in us, and His love is perfected in us” (1 John 4:12).  “And 
we have come to know and have believed the love which God has for us. God is 
love, and the one who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.  By 
this, love is perfected with us, that we may have confidence in the day of 
judgment; because as He is, so also are we in this world” (1 John 4:16-17).   

(vi)  When we abide in God’s love by loving Him and one another, then that love 
which He placed in us by His Spirit is perfected, it is completed, it reaches the 
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goal for which God gave it to us.   
(vii)  It shows itself to be a true work of God, even as faith by its works shows itself 

to be a true and saving faith, giving us confidence in the day of God’s judgment.   
(viii)  Here again we see confirmation of what the Lord would have us to learn:  

We are to fervently love one another from the heart, for this is the goal of His 
putting His love in our hearts in the first place.   

 
B.  This Commandment, Peter Says, Is to Be Understood as Being Above all the Others.   

1.  Based on what we have just seen we should not wonder at this.   
a.  What is the greatest commandment in Scripture after all?   
b.  Jesus, when asked, said, “YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH 

ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR 
MIND, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH” (Mark 12:30).   

c.  And, He said, “The second is this, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS 
YOURSELF.’  There is no other commandment greater than these” (12:31).   

d.  You see how simple it is?  Just love God, and love your neighbor.   
e.  You know who God is.  He is the God of Scripture.   
f.  Your neighbor is anyone who happens to be near you, as Jesus told us in the parable 

of the Good Samaritan.   
g.  And who is closer to you than your brethren in the church of which you are a part?   
 

2.  And because it is the greatest, it is not surprising that this is also a command which is 
repeated again and again in Scripture.   
a.  Paul gives to us a description of the special character of this love in chapter 13 of 1 

Corinthians.  If I had time I would read it to you again.  This is a chapter of 
Scripture which we all should constantly be meditating on.   

b.  At the end of it, Paul tells us while the extraordinary gifts of the Spirit will come to 
an end, His ordinary work, which produces faith, hope and love, will not.  But of 
these works, the greatest is love (1 Cor. 13;13).   

c.  But how can he say that love is greater than faith?  It is for the same reason that 
James can say faith without works is dead.  Which is greater, to say that you have 
faith, or to show that you have it through works?  Obviously, according to James, it 
is to show that you have it through works.  In the same way it is greater to have a 
faith which shows itself to be real by producing the godly fruit of love, than to have a 
bare profession of faith.   

d.  This is why Paul tells Timothy, “But the goal of our instruction is love from a pure 
heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith” (1 Tim. 1:5).   

e.  “The greatest of these is love” (1 Cor. 13:13).   
 

II.  But We Must Not Overlook the Reason Why Peter Gives as to Why It Is the Greatest.  
He Says, “Because love covers a multitude of sins.”  Love Has the Ability to Promote 
Peace and Harmony within the Body of Christ.   
A.  Love Has the Ability to Overlook, or to Cover, an Offense.   

1.  The word means to remove from view, to cover up, to hide and conceal.   
a.  What is it that divides the body of Christ?  Isn’t it either differences of doctrine 

which cannot be resolved or tolerated, or personal offenses which also cannot be 
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resolved.   
b.  The doctrinal differences seem as though they cannot be resolved anyway short of 

having different denominations, although some would disagree.   
c.  But even if we are separated by these differences, we ought not to be separated in 

our hearts from them.  If they are our brethren, we are to love them.  If they are our 
neighbors, we are to love them.  Even if they are in fact our enemies, we are to love 
them.   

d.  This is one of the ways in which love would go a long ways in helping to bring 
unity in the body of Christ.  It covers over the small offenses that often grow into 
roots of bitterness which in the end will cause trouble and defile many (Heb. 12:15).   

e.  Solomon writes in the Proverbs, “Hatred stirs up strife, but love covers all 
transgressions” (10:12), and “He who covers a transgression seeks love, but he who 
repeats a matter separates intimate friends” (17:9).   

 
2.  This does not mean, however, that there would no longer be instances in which we 

would need to practice what is commanded in Matthew 18.   
a.  When there are personal offenses committed against us we should always stand 

ready to forgive, whatever insults or injuries anyone might give us.   
b.  But sometimes the situation is so aggravated that you must go to that person and 

speak to them, and seek to be reconciled with them.   
c.  The dividing line is not always easy to determine.  When do I go, and when is my 

simply not holding it against them enough?   
d.  If we are not able to overlook it and need to talk to them, we should.   
e.  If we perceive that the one who offended us is going to end in greater trouble, then 

we should go to them and try to help them see their danger.   
f.  If in going to them we know that we cannot improve the situation, but only make it 

worse, perhaps it would be better to refrain from going.   
g.  But whatever the situation, we should always love them and care enough about 

them to be willing to overlook their offenses.  We should be longing to see and hear 
that they are turning from their sins for their good, because we genuinely care about 
them.   

h.  This is hard to do.  It requires the love of Christ.  But Peter is writing to a 
confessing body assuming that such power and love is theirs.   

 
B.  This Love Will in Turn Promote Peace and Unity in the Body of Christ Like Nothing Else 

Can.   
1.  Paul writes that we ought to do all that we can to preserve this unity.   

a.  “I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, entreat you to walk in a manner worthy of the 
calling with which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with 
patience, showing forbearance to one another in love, being diligent to preserve the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” (Eph. 4:1-3).   

b.  What does it mean to live in a way which is worthy of the name Christian?  It 
means to be humble, gentle, patient with all men, to bear up with one another in love, 
and to do all that we can to heal the schisms that exist in Christ’s body.   

c.  Paul writes in Colossians 3:12-14, “And so, as those who have been chosen of God, 
holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and 
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patience; bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a 
complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.  And 
beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity.  And let the 
peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and 
be thankful.”   

d.  What better way to honor and glorify the Lord than to do all that we can to promote 
the work of the body of Christ by promoting her welfare and peace.  There is 
nothing which so cripples and makes the church useless as disharmony, division, 
dissension, and schism.   

 
2.  In closing, I would ask you how are you doing in this area?   

a.  Is the love of Christ in your heart and increasing towards your brethren?   
b.  Is it constant and fervent?  Is it able to overcome the offenses of your brethren 

towards you?  Is it enough to cover them?   
c.  Or do you hold grudges against your brother, against your neighbor, against your 

enemies?   
d.  I knew a man whom I used to work with who held years of bitterness in his heart.  

He seemed to be just as angry then, or more so, over events that had taken place 
years ago.  He did not know how to forgive, nor did he want to.  He took too much 
pleasure in hating those whom he thought had done him some injustice.   

e.  But the apostle Paul writes that the love which the Spirit produces “does not act 
unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a 
wrong suffered, does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; bears 
all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things” (1 Cor. 13:5-7).   

f.  This love is beyond our nature to produce.  It can only be placed in our hearts 
through the sovereign act of God.  It brings with it the ability to forgive, and as a 
matter of fact, that is one of most powerful ways that it reveals itself to us and to 
others.   

g.  Jesus cried out on the cross, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they 
are doing” (Luke 23:34).  He called upon the Father to forgive the offenses of those 
who had just committed the greatest injustice against Him.  They had hated Him and 
crucified Him without a cause.  Even Pilate testified, “Behold, I am bringing Him 
out to you, that you may know that I find no guilt in Him” (John 19:4).   

h.  The love of the Spirit was at work in our Lord’s heart, and only this love is great 
enough to overcome our natural hatred and bitterness.   

i.  Is this love in you?  Then the Lord calls on you to exercise it towards Him, towards 
your neighbor, your brethren, and your enemies.  You are to fervently love them 
from the heart, and you are to let that love cover over the faults that you find in one 
another.   

j.  Are there offenses which you simply cannot forgive?  Then go to those individuals, 
and tell them their offense, and seek to be reconciled to them.  But do not hate them 
or be bitter against them.   

k.  Do you have individuals come up to you and tell you their gripes about someone 
else’s faults?  Then you need to tell them that they must increase their love for their 
neighbor, and if they have something against him, they need to deal with it biblically 
and not tell you about it.   
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l.  Are you holding grudges in your heart over trivial matters that really don’t warrant 
going to the individual?  Then you need to forgive them now.  If you are Christ’s, 
He has already given you the ability.   

m.  Love covers a multitude of faults.  And where the love of Christ is, there will be 
that covering of sins.  Where the love of Christ is, there will be forgiveness of sins 
committed against you.   

n.  Jesus said that where there is true forgiveness received from the Father, there will 
be a true willingness to forgive.  He said, “For if you forgive men for their 
transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  But if you do not 
forgive men, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions” (Matt. 6:14-15).   

o.  Are you not able to forgive?  Perhaps its because you have never received the 
forgiveness of God.  If that is the case, then come to the Savior now and experience 
His forgiveness.  Your unforgiveness only marks the fact that God will not forgive 
you on that day, but will surely condemn you for your sins.  But He is able to 
change your heart, and make you willing to love and willing to forgive.  Won’t you 
come to Him then that you might find His life and His peace?  You have nothing to 
gain through a life of bitterness.  You will only lose everything in the end.  Receive 
the Lord, and receive the ability to love and forgive.  Amen.   


