
 

“Love Bears All Things” 
(1 Corinthians 13:7a) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  Paul has been telling us what the fruits are that this tree of love which the Spirit plant in the 
hearts of God's children produces.  He has shown us what this love is like -- it is patient and kind --, and 
what it is not like -- it is not jealous or prideful, it is not envious or easily angered, and it does not easily 
impute evil motives to others or hold grudges.  Last week, we saw that this precious love of God produces 
the fruit of holiness in every part of our lives, for God’s plan in saving us, as well as in giving to us every 
grace that He has, was meant to make us holy, and actually does make us holy.  This evening, Paul tells us 
something more of what this love is like.  “Love bears all things.”   
  Now in order to understand what he has in mind here, we will need to think about the whole picture 
that Paul is painting of this love.  He told us earlier that love is patient, that is, love will patiently endure the 
offenses and injuries that others give us.  He also told us that love is not easily provoked, which means that 
it doesn’t walk around with an irritable attitude, ready to explode when things don’t go the way it wants.  
Here, Paul gives to us a broader concept.  He isn’t merely repeating what he has already shown us before, 
but rather speaking of a familiar truth which he tells us in his other writings is also a fruit of love.  What he 
has in mind here is bearing the sufferings which Christians will have to experience for the cause of Christ.   
  The word “bear” here means “to endure, to put up with, or to pass over in silence,” and has to do 
with bearing up under the difficulties and persecution that we will experience as Christians.  This is the 
same thing Paul writes about in Romans 5:3-5, where he says, “And not only this, but we also exult in our 
tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance; and perseverance, proven character; and 
proven character hope; and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within 
our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.”  Paul was willing not only to bear up under his 
tribulations, but even to glory in them because of the love of God that was poured out in his heart.  He asks 
in Romans 8:35, “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?  Shall tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?”  The answer of course is no one or nothing can 
separate us from that love.  But Paul wasn’t asking here whether Christ would stop loving us because of 
these things.  Why would tribulation, or persecution, or hunger, or being exposed or attacked make Him 
love us less?  If we were to endure these things for Him, they would make Him love us more.  Rather, Paul 
was asking whether these things could cause us to grow cold in our love towards Christ.  But the answer is 
still no, because the love that He gives us is able to bear up under these things and still love Him the more 
for them.  What Paul is teaching us here this evening is that, 
 
  True Christian love in our hearts will make us willing to undergo or bear up under any sufferings 
we might need to face in doing the will of God.   
 
I.  If our hearts are filled with this supernatural love of the Spirit of God, then we will be willing to 

suffer whatever we must for Him.   
A.  It will not only make us willing to do what Christ commands, but it will also make us willing to 

suffer in doing what He commands.   
1.  There are so many who say that they know Christ and will follow Him wherever He leads, but 

there are really so few who are actually willing to do and to suffer whatever He calls them to.   
a.  I think most people, when they come to Christ, really don’t expect that it will cost them 

anything.  They don’t think they will have to do anything difficult or especially anything that 
might cause them pain.   

b.  But can you really think of anyone in the Bible who followed the Lord and yet didn’t suffer 
for it?  Have the people of this world really changed so much today?  Do they now love 
Christ and those who follow Him?  No, they don’t, and because of this, those who follow 
Him will still need to suffer.   

 
2.  The point of what Paul says here is that those who are Christians are willing to suffer for Christ.   

a.  This was the condition we had to meet before we even began to follow Him.   
b.  Jesus said, “Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple” 

(Luke 14:21).  But this is the love the Spirit of God put in our hearts, so that we would 
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willingly pay that price.   
 

B.  If our hearts are filled with the love of Christ, then we should be willing to suffer anything that we 
might need to in the path of obedience.   
1.  We should be willing to suffer all things for Christ.   

a.  We should be willing to stand in Christ 's place and to take the insults or mistreatment that is 
meant for Him.  Paul said, “Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with 
distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ’s sake” (2 Cor. 12:10).   

b.  We should be willing to be hated for Christ’s sake.  When Christ sent out the twelve disciple, 
He told them, “And you will be hated by all on account of my name” (Matt. 10:22).  And yet 
they still followed Him and went out.   

c.  We should be willing to suffer the loss of all of our possessions for His sake.  Paul said, 
“More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing 
Christ Jesus my lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but 
rubbish in order that I may gain Christ” (Phil. 3:8).   

d.  We should be willing to suffer pain, torture, and even death, as those mentioned in the book 
of Hebrews who were stoned, sawn in two, tempted, put to death with the sword, destitute, 
afflicted, ill-treated, who would not accept their release, in order that they might obtain a 
better resurrection (11:35-38).   

e.  We should be willing to forsake our lives here, that we might find them in Christ.  Jesus said, 
“He who has found his life shall lose it, and he who has lost his life for my sake shall find it” 
(Matt. 10:39).   

 
2.  Not only will we be willing to suffer all things for Christ, we will also be willing to endure any 

degree of suffering.   
a.  We will be willing to give up those who are closest to us, and in comparison to our love to 

Christ, will even hate them, as Jesus told us in our text this morning that we must be if we are 
to be His disciples (Luke 14:26).   

b.  We will also be willing to suffer the greatest hatred, the loss of all things, and even the most 
painful death, for His sake.   

 
II.  Now why should we be willing to do this?  Why should we be willing to bear up under any and all 

sufferings for the sake of Christ?   
A.  First, the we know that these are Christ’s terms of salvation:  the one who comes to Him must give 

himself up wholly and completely to Him, holding nothing back.   
1.  These are the only terms that He will accept, and whoever doesn’t come to Him on these terms, 

doesn’t really come to Christ.  When we came to Christ, this is what we had to be willing to pay.   
2.  Now don’t misunderstand.  Salvation is free.  Christ paid it all.  But receiving His free gift will 

cost everything we have.  We cannot serve two masters.  We cannot serve ourselves and Christ.  
Christ is the sole owner and Lord of our lives.   

3.  That is why our relationship which Christ is often compared to a marriage.   
a.  God says through Hosea the prophet, “And I will betroth you to Me forever; yes, I will 

betroth you to Me in righteousness and in justice, in lovingkindness and in compassion, and I 
will betroth you to Me in faithfulness, then you will know the Lord” (2:19-30).   

b.  When a man and woman marry, they give themselves to one another, to be the other's and the 
other's only, for life.  Those who are married to Christ do the same.  If you are Christ 's, then 
you are His and His only.   

c.  Paul writes, “For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body” (1 
Cor. 6:20).  You no longer belong to yourself.  You have chosen Christ to be your all.  You 
have given yourself to Him as a living sacrifice, wholly devoted to Him (Rom. 12:1).  
Therefore you belong to Him.   

 
4.  If we are not willing to suffer all things for Christ, then we show that we haven’t really given 

ourselves completely to Him.   
a.  We are holding something back.  We are putting Christ’s will aside for our own safety and 

comfort.  We are like Ananias and Sapphira who held back part of the money from the sale 
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of their property, when they promised to give it all.   
b.  To give ourselves completely to Jesus means that we have set aside our own earthly welfare 

for Him.  It means that we are ready and willing to suffer whatever He wills.  If we really 
love the Lord, if He really is our greatest good, then we will be willing to put everything else 
aside and suffer all things for Him.   

 
B.  Secondly, Christians will be willing to suffer all things because they fear God more than anything 

they might have to suffer on earth.   
1.  Jesus said to His disciples, “And I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the 

body, and after that have no more that they can do.  But I will warn you whom to fear:  fear the 
One who after He has killed has authority to cast into hell; yes, I tell you, fear Him!” (Luke 
12:4-5).   

2.  As Christians, we recognize that God is far more terrifying and His wrath far more fearful than 
anything we might be called to suffer in this life.   

3.  It would be far better to suffer all things in this life, than to forsake the Lord and suffer His anger 
and wrath for all eternity.   

 
C.  Thirdly, Christians are willing to suffer all things because by faith they can see the One who is 

greater than all the suffering they could possibly endure in Christ’s service.   
1.  By faith we know that our reward is eternal communion with our gracious heavenly Father and 

with His blessed Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, and this is worth far more than whatever price we 
might have to pay on earth.   

2.  He has also promised to reward us far beyond anything we might have to endure.   
a.  Paul writes, “For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far 

beyond all comparison, while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things 
which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not 
seen are eternal” (2 Cor. 4:17-18).   

b.  This is the reason why Moses was willing to suffer all he did for Christ 's sake.  The author to 
the Hebrews writes, “By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called the son of 
Pharaoh's daughter; choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the people of God, than to 
enjoy the passing pleasures of sin; considering the reproach of Christ greater riches than the 
treasures of Egypt; for he was looking to the reward” (11:24-26).   

 
D.  Fourth, Christians are willing to suffer all things because they already counted the cost before they 

took of Christ’s mantle of discipleship, and were willing to pay it.   
1.  Jesus said to His disciples, “For which one of you, when he wants to build a tower, does not first 

sit down and calculate the cost, to see if he has enough to complete it?  Otherwise when he has 
laid a foundation, and is not able to finish all who observe it begin to ridicule him, saying, ‘this 
man began to build and was not able to finish,’ or what king, when he sets out to meet another 
king in battle, will not first sit down and take counsel whether he is strong enough with ten 
thousand men to encounter the one coming against him with twenty thousand?  Or else, while 
the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks terms of peace.  So therefore, no one of 
you can be my disciple who does not give up all his own possessions” (Luke 14:28-33).   

2.  Jesus told us that if we followed Him, we would suffer.  If we are following Him now, we must 
have been willing to pay that price.   
a.  As we saw before, if we didn’t count the cost, or weren’t willing to pay it, we never really 

have begun to follow Him at all.   
b.  If someone wants to build a house, but isn’t willing to pay for its construction, he doesn’t 

really want to build it.  In the same way, the one who says that he wants to follow Christ, but 
isn’t willing to bear up under the sufferings he might have to go through, doesn’t really want 
to follow Christ, and in fact isn’t following Him.   

c.  If you don’t bear the cross, Jesus says, you won’t wear the crown.  Jesus invites us to come to 
find rest for our souls, but then He commands us to pick up our cross daily and follow Him.  
Both go together.  You can’t have one without the other.   

 
E.  Lastly, Christians are willing to suffer all things, because they have answered Christ’s call to self-
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denial.   
1.  “Jesus said to his disciples, ‘If anyone wishes to come after me, let him deny himself, and take 

up his cross, and follow me, for whoever wishes to save his life shall lose it; but whoever loses 
his life for my sake shall find it’” (Matt. 16:24-25).   

2.  We must not only say that we have done this, we must also live as though we have.   
a.  Christ said that we must confess Him before all men, even before those who would persecute 

us, before He will confess us before the Father (Matt. 10:32-33).   
b.  Paul told Timothy, “If we endure, we shall also reign with Him; if we deny Him, He also will 

deny us” (2 Tim. 2:12).  If we have truly denied ourselves, then we will also be willing to 
suffer all things for His sake.   

 
III.  Uses.   

A.  In closing, we need to remind ourselves why we must endure sufferings in the first place:  It is to try 
the genuineness of their faith.   
1.  God tries our faith in the fire to see if it is real or not.  It’s difficult, if not impossible, to tell 

whether our faith is real when there is nothing to put it to the test, to tell whether it will endure 
when the heat of a trial is applied to it.   

2.  If the trial does show it to be genuine faith, then it was certainly worth whatever you had to 
suffer, because of the joy it brings.   
a.  Peter writes, “In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you 

have been distressed by various trials, that the proof of your faith, being more precious than 
gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and 
glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 1:6-7).   

b.  He also writes, “Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes 
upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you; but to the 
degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing; so that also at the revelation 
of his glory, you may rejoice with exultation" (4:12-13).   

c.  The trial is the fire by which God tests our faith, to show us whether it is the kind that endures 
or not.   

 
B.  And so I would ask you what the trials of your lives have revealed about the quality and character of 

your faith.   
1.  You may never have suffered to the extent that William Tyndale or John Hus did, who were both 

burned at the stake as heretics, but God has surely provided you with enough opportunities to see 
what is in your heart.   

2.  God tests everyone who professes faith in His Son, not to see what is in them Himself, but to 
show them whether they are His children or not.  Those who are not His fall away in the heat of 
a trial, like the seed in the parable of the sower which was sown on the rocky soil.  But those 
who are His children endure.  They hold fast to Christ, no matter what the cost, even to death.   

3.  What have you discovered about yourself?  Are you faithful, or unfaithful?  Are you willing to 
pay the price, or is the price more than you can bear to pay?  Would you be willing, if it came 
down to it, to give up your life for Christ 's sake and the sake of the Gospel, or not?   

4.  Every Christian has within him the spirit of the martyrs, who were willing to undergo any 
suffering rather than to deny Christ.  If we cannot endure the smaller trials, how will we endure 
those which are much greater?  Jeremiah wrote, “If you have run with footmen and they have 
tired you out, then how can you compete with horses?  If you fall down in a land of peace, how 
will you do in the thicket of the Jordan?” (Jer. 12:5).   

5.  This passage exhorts us to prepare ourselves to endure whatever Christ may call us to.  And for 
encouragement, let’s close by considering these wonderful promises to those who will suffer.   
a.  Jesus tells us, “Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  Blessed are you when men cast insults at you, and persecute 
you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely, on account of me.  Rejoice, and be glad, for 
your reward in heaven is great, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you” 
(Matt. 5:10-12).   

b. He says, “Blessed are you when men hate you, and ostracize you, and cast insults at you, and 
spurn your name as evil, for the sake of the son of man.  Be glad in that day, and leap for joy, 
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for behold, your reward is great in heaven; for in the same way their fathers used to treat the 
prophets” (Luke 6:22-23).   

c.  Paul writes, “For to you it has been granted for Christ’s sake, not only to believe in him, but 
also to suffer for his sake” (Phil. 1:29).   

d.  James writes, “Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, 
he will receive the crown of life, which the lord has promised to those who love him” (James 
1:12).   

e.  And Paul says, “The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 
and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with 
Him in order that we may also be glorified with Him” (Rom. 8:17).   

f.  Let’s also not forget the examples we find in Scripture of those who were not willing to 
compromise, but endured to the end because of their love to God.  Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego refused to bow down and worship the golden image of Nebuchadnezzar, even 
though it meant that they would be cast into the fiery furnace (Dan. 3).  Daniel continued to 
pray faithfully to God, even under the threat of being thrown alive into a den of lions (Dan. 
6).  Paul continued to preach the Gospel, even though to do so meant that he would be hated 
by his countrymen to the point where they wanted to kill him.   

g.  The writer to the Hebrews says, “Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses 
surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance, and the sin which so easily 
entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on 
Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and has set down at the right hand of the throne of God” (Heb. 12:1-2).   

h.  If our eyes are set upon Jesus, then the strength we need to suffer all things and to be faithful 
to Him will be ours.  And if we are faithful, the crown of life will also be ours.  The Lord 
says to us, “Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life” (Rev. 2:10).  May 
the Lord give us each the love we need to bear all things for His glory.  Amen!   


