
“Look at the Things Not Seen” 

(2 Corinthians 4:16-18) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we broke ground on mortification/vivification.   

a.  If you have trusted Jesus  

b.  You have died with Him to sin  

c.  And have been raised with Him  

d.  Now to live for God.   

 

2.  But we also saw that this has happened  

a.  In principle not in perfection.   

b.  Its fullness is reserved for heaven,  

(i)  Which means that as long as you’re on earth  

(ii)  You will struggle.   

(iii)  You will have two desires working in you:   

(a)  The desire to kill your sins and live for God,  

(b)  And the desire to spare your sins and rebel against God.   

(c)  The Spirit and the flesh will struggle against each other  

(d)  Until you arrive in heaven (Gal. 5:17).   

 

3.  That’s why the Lord calls you  

a.  To put off the old man  

b.  And to put on the new.   

c.  To deny your flesh/sins  

d.  And to yield to the Spirit.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  Now for you to do this as you should,  

You need the proper motivation.   

a.  As Edwards reminds us in his Religious Affections –  

(i)  Your affections are the heart of your choices.   

(ii)  They are what move you to do what you do.   

(iii)  Without them, you would be paralyzed.     

 

b.  One of the reasons you can become paralyzed  

(i)  With regard to the Christian faith,  

(ii)  Is that you don’t have the proper motivation,  

(a)  Either because your heart hasn’t been changed  

  So as to love the Lord,  

 

(b)  Or having been changed,  

(i)  Your faith/love is so weak  



2 

(ii)  That it can’t move you to do much  

(iii)  For the Lord’s glory  

(iv)  Or the good of your soul.   

 

2.  What should motivate you to put off the old and put on the new?   

a.  Why should you be willing  

(i)  To deny your flesh  

(ii)  And yield yourself fully to the Spirit?   

 

b.  Why should you be willing to give up  

(i)  Whatever you might otherwise gain in this world,  

(ii)  To seek for the riches above?   

 

c.  The first answer to this question comes from our text:   

(i)  Because the things you’re looking at in this world  

(ii)  Are all going to come to an end,  

(iii)  And become worth less than nothing,  

(iv)  While the things you can’t see will last forever,  

(v)  And in the end will prove to be  

(vi)  Far more valuable than you could ever imagine.   

 

3.  Paul here addresses those who are struggling  

a.  With these very issues  

b.  Under a particular affliction.   

(i)  When you’ve been where they were long enough,  

(a)  You begin to ask,  

(b)  Is it really worth it?   

(c)  Is it really worth giving up an otherwise comfortable life,  

(d)  Only to suffer for something you can’t see?   

(e)  Something that is still a long way off?   

 

(ii)  Paul says it is.   

(a)  It’s true that by choosing the path of life  

(b)  The outer man will suffer,  

(c)  But by this same choice,  

(d)  The inner man will be renewed  

(e)  By God’s Spirit  

(f)  In the image of Christ, day by day.   

 

(iii)  Walking this path also means you will lose some comfort,  

(a)  And have to endure some afflictions,  

(b)  But the glory that will be revealed is so much greater  

(c)  They are but light and easy in comparison.   

 

4.  Now how was Paul able to say this?   

a.  Even more importantly,  
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(i)  How was he able to live this,  

(ii)  Especially considering the degree  

(iii)  To which he suffered in his service to Jesus Christ?   

 

b.  He tells us how in our text:  “We look not at the things which are seen, but at 

the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but 

the things which are not seen are eternal” (v. 18).   

(i)  For you to be willing to pay the price Paul paid,  

(a)  You must see what Paul saw.   

(b)  You must see through the eyes of faith,  

(c)  And be convinced that what the Bible says  

(d)  Isn’t a myth, or legend, or cleverly devised fairytale –  

(e)  That you’re not merely hoping for something  

(f)  That will never actually come to pass –  

(g)  But something that is real.   

 

(ii)  This evening, let’s consider two things:   

(a)  First, how important it is that you are convinced what the Bible says is 

true.   

(b)  And second, how you can be more certain that it is.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, it’s very important you are convinced that what the Bible says is true:   

 What you see – what you believe to be true –  

 Will have a profound impact on your life.   

1.  Why are some willing to give up everything they have to follow Jesus,  

While others aren’t willing to follow Him at all?   

a.  Why was Noah willing to spend a hundred years of his life building an ark,  

While the rest of the world went on as though nothing was coming?   

b.  Why was Abraham willing to leave his home and relatives  

To go to a country he had never seen?   

c.  Why did Moses give up the comforts and treasures of Egypt  

To suffer with God’s people?   

d.  Why were some willing to wander in deserts, to live in caves,  

(i)  To be tortured, beaten, imprisoned, stoned,  

(ii)  Sawn in two, or put to death with the sword,  

(iii)  Rather than to throw their lot in with the world 

(iv)  And avoid all these things?   

 

e.  Why were the disciples willing  

(i)  To give up their homes, family and livelihood  

(ii)  To follow Jesus  

(iii)  Even though it meant the world would hate them?   

 

f.  Why were the early martyrs willing  

(i)  To be eaten by lions  
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(ii)  Rather than to give up the Scriptures,  

(iii)  Offer a small pinch of incense to Caesar  

(iv)  And deny Jesus?   

 

g.  Why were these willing to make such great sacrifices,  

(i)  While there are so many today  

(ii)  Will hardly inconvenience themselves for Christ?   

 

h.  One reason – though not the only one –  

(i)  Is that those willing to make these sacrifices  

(ii)  Can see something the others can’t –  

(iii)  Something so precious,  

(iv)  It’s worth any price  

(v)  They might have to pay to gain it.   

 

2.  What has to happen  

a.  Before you will be willing  

(i)  To give up your sins –  

(ii)  And this world –  

(iii)  And to put on Christ,  

(iv)  To seek the things above,  

(v)  Rather than the things below?   

(vi)  You must see the same things!   

 

b.  You must see what they saw:   

(i)  If you can’t,  

(ii)  If you’re not sure they’re real,  

(iii)  You’re not going to be able fully  

(iv)  To let go of this world and your sins  

(v)  And to seek the things above.   

 

c.  Are you really certain there is a heaven?   

(i)  That there is an eternal place of happiness?   

(ii)  That the Father, Son and Spirit wait there to receive you,  

(iii)  And to bless you for the rest of time?   

(iv)  If you’re not, then you won’t do what’s necessary  

(v)  To seek after these things.   

 

d.  There will always be some doubt  

(i)  That holds you back –  

(ii)  That makes you wonder:  If I let go of what I see now,  

(iii)  Will I be giving up my only chance at happiness  

(iv)  For nothing?   

 

e.  To the degree that you doubt  

(i)  To that degree you will be crippled  
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(ii)  From seeking the kingdom  

(iii)  And serving the Lord as you should.   

(iv)  Your heart won’t be fully engaged  

(v)  In the things of the Lord.   

 

B.  This brings us to our second point:   

 How can you see these things more clearly?   

 And know they’re true more certainly?   

 How can they have a greater impact on your life?   

1.  There is one way and only one:  through faith!   

a.  “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not 

seen” (11:1).   

b.  Faith is what allows you to see  

(i)  The reality of what is not yet here.   

(ii)  Faith takes God at His Word –  

(iii)  Believes what He says,  

(iv)  Knows it is true,  

(v)  That what He promises is more real  

(vi)  Than the things you see around you.   

 

c.  In order to see what these saints saw,  

(i)  You must have faith.   

(ii)  You must believe God.   

(iii)  That He would never lie.   

(iv)  That He is not only real, but faithful.   

 

2.  How can you do this?   

a.  If you’ve never trusted Jesus before  

(i)  You must first be born again.   

(ii)  Without the Spirit’s work –  

(iii)  Without His presence in your soul –  

(iv)  You will never be able to see these things  

(v)  With the kind of certainty  

(vi)  You’ll need to move forward.   

 

b.  You can believe what the Bible says is true  

(i)  Without the Spirit’s saving work,  

(ii)  But they won’t seem as real  

(iii)  As they need to be without it.   

 

c.  If you’ve never trusted the Lord before,  

(i)  Then ask Him this evening  

(ii)  To grant you the precious gift of His Spirit,  

(iii)  To open your eyes  

(iv)  Not only to see your need of the Lord Jesus  

(v)  And to receive life in His name,  
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(vi)  But also to see the kingdom Jesus promises  

(vii)  To all who will trust and serve Him.   

 

3.  If you have trusted Jesus,  

a.  Then you already have the Spirit  

b.  And so can already see the kingdom of heaven (John 3).   

c.  But because of the struggle in your soul  

(i)  Between the flesh and Spirit,  

(ii)  Your vision needs to be sharpened.   

 

d.  For this to happen, you must use the means of grace –  

 There is no substitute.   

(i)  If you’re not spending time in prayer,  

(ii)  If you’re not faithful in your worship,  

(iii)  If you’re not reading and meditating on His Word,  

(iv)  If you’re not meeting with God’s people for fellowship  

   To be built up by the gifts God has given your brother and sisters,  

(v)  You will be perpetually crippled  

(a)  By your sins,  

(b)  And so by the world,  

(c)  Because you won’t have the vision you need  

(d)  To see the things that should draw your heart out.   

 

(vi)  Your eyes will only be partially open,  

(a)  But partially blind,  

(b)  And you’ll end up wasting a good deal of your life  

(c)  On things that in the end won’t matter at all.   

 

4.  And so what is the first thing that can help motivate you  

a.  To put off your sins  

b.  And put on the Lord Jesus Christ?   

c.  Why should you be willing to let go of this world  

d.  And follow Jesus for the rest of your life?   

(i)  The world and the things of the world are only temporary.   

(a)  Whatever you gain from it, you will lose.   

(b)  It won’t do you any good after this life,  

(c)  Or in the place you’re going.   

 

(ii)  But the kingdom of God is forever.   

(a)  Whatever you invest of your time, talents and resources into this,  

(b)  You will be able to keep for the rest of time.   

(c)  Not to mention having absolute peace of mind while on earth,  

(d)  That your future is secure.   

(e)  This should be worth any price that you might have to pay.   

 

(iii)  And so get the world out of your eyes,  
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  And set your heart on the things above.   

 

(iv)  Kill your sinful desires  

   And nurture your desires for the things above.   

 

(v)  Use the means of grace faithfully,  

(a)  And you will have a stronger conviction  

(b)  That you are not wasting your time,  

(c)  But making the wisest possible use of it.   

 

(vi)  May the Lord help you to see this truth,  

(i)  So that you don’t waste any more of your precious life,  

(ii)  Pursuing things that are worthless,  

(iii)  But make the most of your life  

(iv)  For God’s kingdom and your eternal wellbeing.  Amen.   

 

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


