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"Lift Up Your Eyes to the Harvest" 
(John 4: 34-38) 

Introduction: This morning I s passage reminds us that there is a job '''hich the 
Lord has called His church to do. The Christian faith is more than just 
meeting on Sundays for Sunday School and morning and evening worship. It is 
also more than ~ weekly prayer meetings and fellowship dinners once a month. 
It is more than pastoral visits and congregational meetings. These things, 
for the most part, are merely the times of equipping, the times of training in 
order to do the main work which the Lord has called us as a church to perform. 
Can aay-i9'f- you think of what that task is? It is, of course, extending the 
borders of God's kingdom :into every culture in the world. It is calling all 
people to faith in Christ and repentance from their sins. You need but look 
at the book of Acts to see that t.his was the t.hrust of the early church. You 
see the church, moving slowly at first, reach Jerusalem. Then you see her 
move into Judea, and then Samaria., and then to the furthermost reaches of the 
earth. A great deal of work was accomplished in a relatively short period of 
time, because the apostles had a clear vision of what they were called to do; 
they were fully committed to Christ and to His work and free from the cares of 
the world; and they did not love their lives unto death, but they were willing 
to risk them out of love for their Lord. Worship is necessary. It is the 
Christian's delight, and it is his sacrifice of praise to his Lord. 
Instruction and nurture in the Lord ~important, for you must know what the 
Christian life is and live it before you can become a really effective workman 
in God's kingdom. But the bottom line is that the Lord has called us to work 
together to get the message of the Gospel out to those who are lost and in the 
darkness in order that Christ may gather in His sheep. Our passage this 
morning points us to this truth, and what it tells us is that, 

~le must lift our eyes up from all of our worldly concerns and fix 
them upon the work which our Lord calls us to. 

I. 	 I Want You to See How Your Lord Does This Very Thing in His Life, and 
How He Instructs His Followers to Do the Same. 
A. 	 First, Jesus Uses the D.isc:iple'!3 Food to Teach Them This Spjri tual 

Lesson. 
1. 	 Our passage tells us that Jesus and His disciples came into 

Samaria at about the sixth hour of the day, or about 6:00 in the 
evening, and they were probably very tired and hungry. 
a. 	 Jesus waited at the well of Jacob, while H.is disciples went 

into the city to buy some food. 
b. 	 While He was waiting, a woman from the city came out to draw 

water from the well. 
c. 	 When Jesus saw her, He said to her, "GIVE ME A DRINK." ~ 

He was not really concerned about the water. Rather, He 
wanted to show this woman her real need of tl1e gift which He 
had in His power to give to her. 

d. 	 She was so averwhe.lmed by what Jesus sa.id to her, that she 
ran immediately into the city and told others about Him. 

2. 	 Jtg~ she left, the d.isciples returned with tl1e food and urged 
Jesus to eat, but He replied that He had another source of food 
which was more desirable and more fulfilling. 
a. 	 The disciples at first didn't understand what He was talking 

about. After all, who would have given Him something to eat? 
Surely not the Samaritans, they would not be so charitable 
towards a Jew. They probably also had noticed that the 
Samaritan woman didn't have anything to eat witl1 her as well. 
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b. 	 In order not to leave them in suspense any longer, Jesus 
sa.td to them, "MY FOOD IS '1'0 DO THE WnL OF HIM WHO SENT ME, 
AND TO ACCOMPLISH HIS WORK" (v. 34). 

c. 	 Tllat which Jesus considered to be the true food, was not 
that which the disciples had to offer. A man might. eat of 
that and hunger again. Rather, Jesus considered the doing 
of God's wiLl to be true nourishment. 

d. 	 It's not that food was unimportant to Christ. If He didn't 
eat then He would die like any other man. But there were 
things which were more important. 

e. 	 When Cllrist was tempted by the devil, after He had fasted 
forty days and t-orty nights, he was hungry. The devil carne 
to Him and said, "'IP YOU ARE THE SON OF GOD, COMMAND THAT 
THESE STONES BECOME BREAD.' BUT HE ANSWERED AND SAID, 'IT 
IS WRITTEN, "MAN SHALL NOT LIVE ON BREAD ALONE, BUT ON EVERY 
WORD THAT PROCEEDS OUT OF THE MOUTH OF GOD'"'' (Matt. 4:3-·4), 

f. 	 There are things which are more important than mere physical n,....,J<"':~.,.;eJ" 

:fI.tmri. Jesus uses food as a natural analogy of man's need of 
God. What bread and water wiLl do to sustain your phys.ica1 
life, beLieving on Christ and doing His will will do For 
your sp.iritua1 .life. And seeing that the time that we spend 
on this earth is i nf.in.itely shorter than that which we ,.;rill 
spend hereafter, Wf! can understand the importance which 
Jesus gives to doing God's wil1. 

g. 	 John writes, "THE WORLD IS PASSING AWAY, AND ALSO ITS LUSTS; 
BUT THE ONE WHO DOES THE WILL OF GOD ABIDES FOREVER" (1 John 
2:17). 

..-t C~~~ 7J...:t /J,,'<.il ,~ 
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B. 	 Jesus Then Drives tlle Point Home Even Further With a Homely Analogy. 
"DO YOU NOT SAY, 'THERE ARE YET FOUR MONTHS, AND THEN COMES THE 
HARVEST? BEHOLD, I SAY TO YOU, LIFT UP YOUR EYES, AND LOOK ON THE 
FIELDS, THAT THEY ARE WHITE FOR HARVEST" (v. 35). 
1. 	 The disciples surely caught His meaning .immed:iately. 

a. 	 They lived in an agr.icuitura1 society. They were aware o.t 
the seasons of harvest, that it was yet four months off. 

b. 	 And they also knew that once that time came, they {.]ou1d 
immediately need to reap so that the harvest ~vould be 
ga thered ill before j; t "'tiS ruined. 

u....:i!......... t- be. 


2. 	 But again, Jesus is uS.ing this analogy to point tllem to that 

harvest which was even more important. 

a. 	 Ther~ was a harvest of • souls which were i'i11ready ripe and 

ready to be reaped. 
b. 	 There was the Samaritan {.]oman, whom He had talked with, and 

the men of the village were soon to come out to hear H:im. 
c. 	 There was a vast field that was waiting only .laborers who 

wou.ld be willing to go and reap. 

C. 	 lind So Jesus Tens Them That If Tl1eY Would Like to Participate in 
His Hidden Food Source, That Bread Which Fu1f.ills, Then They Needed 
to Enter those Fields and Begin to Harvest. "ALREADY HE WHO REAPS 
IS RECEIVING WAGES, AND IS GATHERING FRUIT FOR LIFE ETERNAL" (v. 
36). 
1. 	 Jesus tells them that there are benefits to be gained now, and 


also rewards for the future. 

2. 	 They would have, like Christ, the joy and fulfillment Mlhich comes 


from doing their Father's will in the present, which to the 

Christian is worth the giving up of a.l1 earthly treasures. 
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3. 	 But they would also be gathr:;.ring up treasures in heaven, where 
they would be able to kee;r:t'O~-ever. Not only would there be the 
souls which were given birth through their ministry to sing the 
praises of the Lamb throughout all eternity, but these would 
also be the jeweJs in their crowns on the day when the Lord , 
retiards the faithfulness of His servants. (~, t~,..1~ ~'" &"6~~.w..;{.< 

:;;:Q!.ef) 	 1.<..I'lV....t.t ~--.J/~,.,'<-~,." ~ A",,-, &wh :':~4.#7i!J!.fb,.\ ~:::e£~-.f:"-dl --J1.~ ...,4--~ ,;;-.;t<: 
D. 	 And the Fact that They Were Reaping Another's Man's Labors Made No "661.zt-,..e-~ 

Difference. Jesus Said, "ALREADY HE WHO REAPS IS RECEIVING WAGES, -~tJ;l.iU.tJi/... .. 

AND IS GATHERING FRUIT FOR LIFE ETERNAL; THAT HE WHO SOWS AND HE WHO 
REAPS MAY REJOICE TOGETHER. FOR IN THIS CASE THE SAYING IS TRUE, 
'ONE SOW.'>, AND ANOTHER REAPS.' I SENT YOU TO REAP THAT FOR WHICH 

YOU HAVE NOT LABORED; OTHERS HAVE LABORED, AND YOU HAVE ENTERED 

INTO THEIR LABOR." 

1. 	 Jesus said that others halre labored, but who? Who sowed the 


field and produced this crop of ripening grain? 

2. 	 With a little thought, :it is not hard to imagine. 

a. 	 Did the Samaritans have absolutely no idea about God at all? 
b. 	 Did Jesus have to start from scratch like the Apostle Paul 

when he spoke to the Athenian philosophers on Mars Hill? 
No. 

c. 	 The Samaritans were half-Jewish after all. They were the 
oft-spring produced by the intermarriage of the northern 
tribes wi th the other races which were settled _in Israel by 
Assyria at the time of the northern captivity. 

d. 	 And because the King of Assyria sent priests to them to 
teach them the ways of the God of that land, they had the 
books of Moses. It was from these that they learned of the 
promise of the coming Messiah. 

e. 	 Others had sown, and now this fruit was coming to maturity. 
f. 	 And wasn't this true of the Jews, as well? Had anyone sown 

there? Of course! They also had the books of Moses, and ,.~ 

the Prophets and the Writings. There were many who had : J-1f~ 
sown in that field who had not yet reaped the fullness of .~.'"", ~y < 

the harvest that would come. P'!Jesus was sending His.~~~ t,bf) ~ 
disciples to reap in the fields where others had Planted:"W-'5'y'~ 

~.;v :J, r IJ 
3. 	 And this is one harvest that those who sow do not mind if /~,< 

another reaps. 
a. 	 As a matter of fact, tha.i,r..:.Who sow this seed, often pray 

that another may reap,t!rjJf fn~y do not. 
(i) 	 Wasn't it the concern of every faithful Jew that his 

children and his children's children would walk in the 
ways ot- the Lord? 

(ii) 	 And isn't it the concern of every godly parent that: the 
seeds that he or she sows in their child should bear 
fruit in the generations to come, even if tbey are not 
there to witness it personally? 

(iii) 	 The psalmist wrote that God, "ESTABLISHED A TESTIMONY 
IN JACOB, AND APPOINTED A LAW IN ISRAEL, WHICH HE 
COMMANDED OUR FATHERS, THAT THEY SHOULD TEACH THEM TO 
THEIR CHILDREN, THAT THE GENERATION TO COME MIGHT KNOW, 
EVEN THE CHII.DREN YET TO BE BORN, THAT THEY MAY ARISE 
AND TELL THEM TO THEIR CHILDREN, THAT THEY SHOULD PUT 
THEIR CONFIDENCE IN GOD, AND NOT FORGET THE WORKS OF 
GOD, BUT KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS, AND NOT BE LIKE THEIR 
FATHERS, A STUBBORN AND REBELL.IOUS GENERATION, A 
GENERATION THAT DID NOT PREPARE ITS HEART, AND lVHOSE 
SPIRIT WAS NOT FAITHFUL TO GOD" (Ps. 78 :5-8) • 
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b. 	 In this case, the sower and the reaper work together, in 
order that they might rejo.ice together in the harvest of 
righ t eousness • 
(i) 	 Both share in the benefit of the other. When you sow, 

though you do not reap, yet your 50(.;ing is rewarded. 
And if you reap, tllOUgh you did not sow the seed which 
produced the crop, yet you win receiTre the reward of 
the reaper. 

(ii) 	 The SOlver and the reaper enter into each other's 
labors, and so share each other's rewards. 

II. 	 And If You Would Receive the Reward This Morning, This Is What You Must 
Do As Well. 

A. 	 First, ReaLize That There Are More Important Things in Life than 
What Appears on the Surface. 
1. 	 So often we get so wrapped up in the elreryday cares of life that 

we forget that there .is something far more .important coming 
after this li.fe. 

2. 	 Our Lord warns us not to be preoccup.ied with the things of the 
world, for, as the parab1e of the sower rpminds us, the cares of 
the world can choke out the good seed in your heart so that it 
never produces 1itfiiJ lasting change. Jesus said, "THE ONE ON WHOM 
SEED WAS SOWN AMONG THE THORNS, THIS IS THE MAN WHO HEARS THE 
WORD, AND THE WORRY OF THE WORLD, AND THE DECEITFULNESS OF 
RICHES CHOKE THE WORD, AND IT BECOMES UNFRUITFUL" (Matt. 13:22). 
We are to understand here that such an ind.ividua1 merely tastes 
of the good things of God, but does not become a partaker of 
them. 

3. 	 You must take your eyes off of the things of the world and focus 
them on the things above. You must learn to look through the 
lenses of the eternal, not of the temporal. You must see the 
things that reaLly matter, and dra"1 your fulfil.lment from them. 

B. 	 Secondly, You Must Lift Up Your Eyes from This World Because There 
Is a Hanrest of Souls That Is Waiting to Be Brought In, and You Are 
;the Workers Who Are Called to Gather Them. 
1. 	 If your eyes are continually in this life, you will miss what 

the Christian life is really all about. 
a. 	 It is more than position in life. It is more than job 

security. It .is more than building a nest egg for the 
future. These are the things which Jesus said the Gentiles 
eagerly seek (Matt. 6:32), 

b. 	 It is also more than going to church on Sundays, or the 
mid-week prayer meet.ing. It is more than hav.ing a circle of 
Christian friends together for fellowship. These are the 
things which are to equip you for the real work. 

c. 	 The real work is the bringing of the good new,s to others in 
order that they might be saved. It is discipling them to 
carryon the work themselves after you are gOl1e. 

d. 	 This is the reason that the church exists in the world: to 
gather Christ's sheep into His fold. 

2. 	 Christ calls you t11is morning to lift up your eyes to the 
harvest: • 
a. 	 It may not always be as plentiful in every age, but .it is 

always there. 
b. 	 Whether in Limes of rev.ival, or in times of the common 

operations of the Lord's Spirit, there are always those whom 
the Lord is adding daily to His church. 
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c. 	 And like the crops of the field, they will not reap 

themseJves. There needs to be a sowing, and there needs to 

be a reaping, There must be those who will bring the good 

seed of the Gospel to them, wate:r .it, and harvest it. 


d. 	 And who is it that the Lord has ca.l1ed to do this? Is it 
the work of the pastor, the evangelist, or the missionary 
only? Or .is it the work of tbe whol e body of Chris t ? It .is 
the whole body, of course. The Lord provides each of one us 
with opportunities to share Christ, which others wiU never 
have. You have been providentially placed where you are 
that you migbt affect the people around you with the Gospel, 
by living it, and telling them about it. This is the way 
that God has ordained that His sheep be gathered. ~~~~ 

e. 	 But there are also opportunities provided in the church body'" ",it;: 
as a who1e.,,/7Do you remember the Fellowship Sunday that we ~~~~fi~~· 
had about two years ago? Do you remember how you prayed ... .u , 

for, and invited your relatives and fr.iends to come to 
cburch? And do you remember that many of them came? 

f. 	 How many have you invited since then? How many of tbose 
whom you invited did you fo.Z1ow up on? Don't forget, time 
is continually slipping away and with it all of your 
opportunities to save their souls from death. The Bible 
says that more of those whom you know will end up in hell 
than in heaven. Few are saved. And one of the reasons that 
this is so is that few will make any effort to reach out to 
them. Will you reach out to them? They cannot come to 
Christ unless they hear the Gospel. This is God /s appointed 
means of bringing them in.E _ L~" 

g. 	 On the 15th of Nov-ember, we will be having our annual ~-l~~.. ~:Jk.r 
Harvest Dinner. This year we are us.ing it for evangelistic M ~. 
purposes, rather than a time of thanksgiving. Have you . ~ .. to~ 
thought about whom you would invite? Have you been praying '~jl.,~7!:. 
that God wou.Zd open their hearts to receive your invitation? ~~~. 
Have you been praying that tIley would hear the Gospel and ~Wl~ 
respond to it? 1.f not, you had better hurry. This is 011C:/~~1_;b
of those precious few opportunities that is getting awaY'~/~~ 

h. 	 Remember, here is an opportunity to participate in that v~/'~fJ 
heavenly bread which Christ spoke of, to do the Father's ~~ Jl.~1 
will. Here is an opportunity to store up riches in heaven ~"'iS',.A. e(:..', 
where you can never lose them. You may see reaped what for ~;tA I 

years otbers have been suwing. Or you may sow seeds that in 1..
tbe future, by God's grace, may yield a harvest. But even 
if neither happen, even if you should suffer persecution at 
the bands of your neighbors, you will know that you have 
been faithful to what the Lord has caned you to do as a 
part of His churcb. 

4. 	 People of God, lift up your eyes to the harvest. See that your 
Lord cans you to labor in His fields. There is a heaven to 
gain for yourself and for those whom the Lord might be pleased 
to use you to reach. Go labor on then in the strength of the 
Lord, and may He grant to us all, fruitfulness. Amen. 


