
“Let Your Love Be Sincere” 
(Romans 12:9) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Christ offered Himself to God, wholly, completely, without reservation.   
a.  He completely surrendered Himself to the Father’s will.   
b.  Obedience was His meat and drink (John 4:34).   
c.  He went all the way to the cross – not just the ridicule, thorns and nails, but God’s 

wrath poured out on sin.   
d.  He did this to purchase us, to pay for us, that we might give ourselves to Him.   

 
2.  And having redeemed us, He has put us together and given us gifts.   

a.  So that we might build up one another.   
b.  So that we might glorify Him.   
c.  So that we might reach the lost with the Gospel.   
 

B.  Preview.   
1.  Paul now moves onto the heart of religion.   

a.  That which should motivate all we do, give life to all our actions.   
b.  That without which all we do is false; that without which we cannot please God.   
c.  Certainly that motivation should be thankfulness for His mercies, as we’ve seen.   
d.  But there must be more, something from above, something that only God can give, 

something that must give life to all we do and make what we do acceptable to God:  
namely, love.   

 
2.  To say that we must love is one thing, understanding what it is and how we are to 

exercise it another.   
a.  We must not think of it as the world does.   

(i)  Love yourself and seek your own things above all others.   
(ii)  Love those who love you.   

 
b.  Our love must be greater.   

(i)  Paul unpacks/explains what He means in verse 9.   
(ii)  He then applies it in a variety of ways in verses that follow to the end of the 

chapter.   
(iii)  Bear in mind, God doesn’t expect you to create this love.   
(iv)  He gives it and then tells you to exercise it.   
(v)  There is the indicate – God saves and fills you with His love.   
(vi)  But then there is the imperative – love, nurture that love.   
(vii)  As Augustine said:  Lord command what you will and give what you 

command.   
 

3.  This morning, let’s consider the nature of this love God created in us and desires us to 
nurture:   
a.  This love is to be genuine, sincere, without hypocrisy.   
b.  It must hate everything evil and love everything good.   

 
II.  Sermon.   
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A.  First, this love must be genuine.   

1.  It must not be hypocritical; it must not be false.   
a.  The Greek word for actor is hupocrites.   

(i)  An actor is one who pretends to be someone or something he’s not.   
(ii)  A hypocrite does the same.   
(iii)  A hypocrite is someone who says one thing, but does another.   
(iv)  Judas professed to love Christ, but he hated him.   
(v)  In a more positive sense, Hushai pretended to be Absalom’s counselor to protect 

David (2 Sam. 16).  He was just acting.   
 

b.  The same thing can be true with loving:  a person can say he loves, but then act 
contrary to love.   
(i)  John tells us that if we say we’re concerned about our brethren, but don’t take 

care of them, we’re liars, “If someone says, ‘I love God,’ and hates his brother, he 
is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love 
God whom he has not seen.  And this commandment we have from Him, that the 
one who loves God should love his brother also” (1 John 4:20-21).   

(ii)  If we say we love someone, but then do things to injure them, putting our own 
interests before them, we’re only deceiving ourselves.   

 
2.  Love, to be godly love, must be sincere/genuine.   

a.  True love not only says, but acts consistently with that love.   
(i)  The Father towards His Son.   
(ii)  Jesus towards His disciples/people.   
(iii)  On a human level Jonathan towards David.   
 

b.  This is something we must beware of.   
(i)  Words are cheap.   
(ii)  Sometimes we feel we have to say the right things – that we do love, that we’re 

doing the right thing – or we’re sinning.   
(iii)  But to say the right things and not mean them is hypocrisy.   
(iv)  We must think about what we say, and be prepared to do what we say.   
(v)  Thomas Adam applies this to prayer, where he says, “Let your prayer be short, 

and think a long time before you begin, what you are going to say, and what you 
mean by it; that is, to speak plainly, whether you would be taken at your word, 
and put to the pain of having your prayers answered.  It would be death to the 
generality even of those who appear on the side of religion, to receive or be what 
they pray for” (Private Thoughts, 271).   

(v)  If our heart isn’t consistent with what we should say, we need to pray that the 
Lord would change it.   

(vi)  We need to pray that we would have and that God would nurture within us a 
genuine, sincerely, godly love.   

 
B.  Secondly, this love must be the kind that hates all evil and loves what is good.   

1.  First, a godly love hates all evil/sin.   
a.  True love is holy love.   

(i)  It is created by the Spirit of God, who is holy.   
(ii)  It is His nature imparted to us, “For by these He has granted to us His precious 

and magnificent promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the 
divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust” (2 Pet. 
1:4).   
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(iii)  This love is the divine nature (moral nature/likeness) in us.   
(iv)  Therefore it will make us like God.   
 

b.  It will make us hate what He hates.   
(i)  What does God hate?  Everything that is contrary to His nature and will.   
(ii)  He hates sin/evil; because it is a breach or violation of His holy commandment.   
(iii)  He is repulsed by it; it is an abomination to Him.   
(iv)  Everything that is of this world, that is of Satan, that is of the flesh.   
(v)  Habakkuk says, “Your eyes are too pure to approve evil, and You can not look 

on wickedness with favor” (1:13).   
(vi)  Paul says we must abhor evil – utterly hate and despise it.   
(vii)  He doesn’t just want toleration, or even dislike, but hatred.   
(viii)  Not of the things in the world, but of the world.   
(ix)  We can like the good things God blesses His world with, that He puts in the 

world by His common goodness.   
(x)  But we must not love the things of the world.  John writes, “Do not love the 

world, nor the things in the world.  If anyone loves the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him.  For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust 
of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the 
world.  And the world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does 
the will of God abides forever.” (1 John 2:15-17).   

(xi)  God’s love in us will make us hate these things.   
 
2.  But it will also make us love all that is good.   

a.  Even as we will hate all that He hates, we will love all He loves.   
(i)  He loves Himself; we will love Him – not just what He gives, but Him.   
(ii)  We will love His Son.   
(iii)  We will love His Spirit.   
(iv)  We will love His people, Word, promises, commandments, worship, 

sacraments, and His kingdom and work.   
 

b.  Paul says this love will make us cling to the good, stick to it like glue.   
c.  It will do this from within, because we want to do it.   

 
3.  But a word of caution:  Remember though that in every Christian are two principles:  

grace and sin.   
a.  We might say, it’s not like this with me:  I want to hate evil; I want to love good, but 

it’s not easy.   
b.  You’re right.  Paul says, “For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit 

against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do 
the things that you please” (Gal. 5:17).   

c.  There is a war going on inside us; if we didn’t have grace, there wouldn’t be a war.   
d.  This is why Paul gives us the command, “Let love be without hypocrisy.  Abhor 

what is evil; cling to what is good” (Rom. 12:9).   
e.  He says in essence:  Become what you are in Christ!   
f.  God has put His love there, if you are a believer.  It’s your responsibility to nurture 

that love, fight against your sin, and become what He has made you in Christ, with 
His strength.   

g.  The Lord has provided us help at His table.   
h.  But if you haven’t received Christ, you need Him first.  Don’t come to the Table, 

come to the Savior.  Amen.   


