
 

“Let Us Love One Another” 
(1 John 4:7-8) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  If there is one thing which the church needs in our age more than anything else, it 
is love, not just any kind of love, but the love which comes down from above.  Why is love 
important?  Well first of all, it is the more excellent way which Paul describes in 1 Corinthians 
13.  It is far better than the best of the extraordinary gifts of the Spirit, for it is the work of the 
Spirit which shows that He has bestowed everlasting life on us.  Secondly, it is that by which 
Jesus said that all men would know that we are His disciples (John 13:35).  If we love one 
another in the way in which He has commanded, it becomes the most powerful testimony to the 
world that Jesus exists and that we are His.  Thirdly, and similarly, it is that which is the bond of 
unity among the people of God.  Paul writes to the Colossians, “And beyond all these things put 
on love, which is the perfect bond of unity” (3:14).  It is love which cements the people of God 
together.  It is that which allows us to dwell together in unity and peace, that without which we 
would have no hope of making any progress in the work of the Kingdom.  But most importantly, 
it is that quality or characteristic which makes us most like God.  Jesus said, “Be perfect, even 
as your Father in heaven is perfect.”  God has many attributes as a part of His infinite 
perfection.  But that one attribute, that one characteristic, which adorns and beautifies His being 
more than any other, is the attribute of love.  It is by this love that He is what He is.  It is by His 
love that He has made us what we are.  And it is this love which He wants us to put on and to 
exercise toward His people.   
  This is what John exhorts us to in this passage this evening.  What he tells us is that,  
 
  Christians are under a special obligation to love one another.   
 
I.  First, let us look at to whom this command is addressed and then to the command itself.  

John writes,  “Beloved, let us love one another.”   
A.  The word “beloved” in the Greek is VAgaphtoi,, which comes from the word agape.   

1.  This is an address to those whom John loves dearly, for it reflects the highest kind of 
love.   

2.  We use the word “love” so loosely today.  We might say,  “I love hot dogs.  I love 
my brother.  And I love my wife and children.”  It is really the last example which 
parallels the idea of agape.  It is the most intimate and self-sacrificing kind of love that 
there is.   

3.  John is saying here that he loves his audience with this kind of love.  And in Christ, it 
reaches even greater depths.   

4.  Why does John love them so much?   
a.  First, it is because God has put this love in his heart, and therefore it is his nature to 

love them.   
b.  Second, it is because he is under the same obligation to love them that he is about to 

put them under.   
c.  And thirdly, he loves them because they reflect the very image of the One whom 

John loves more than any other, the image of God.   
d.  These are his brother in Christ.   
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B.  And so he gives the command.  “Let us love one another.”   

1.  John loves these to whom he writes.  But it is also important for them to love him and 
one another.   
a.  Notice that John does not exclude himself by simply saying, “Love one another.”  

But rather, “Let us love one another.”   
b.  It is a way of including himself.  He tells them that he loves them, that he ought to 

love them, and that they also ought to love him and one another.   
 
2.  As I noted before, Christians are under a special obligation to love one another, more 

than those outside the body of Christ.   
a.  Paul writes to the Galatians, “So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to 

all men, and especially to those who are of the household of the faith” (6:10).   
b.  We are to love our neighbor as ourselves, as both the Father and Christ have 

commanded us.  But we are to have a special care for those who are within the 
bounds of the Christian church.   

c.  There are indication in Scripture that we should love the household of the faith even 
more than we do our own flesh and blood, if they are not believers.  We may need to 
leave them behind, if they won’t follow Christ.  And if we do, we will gain a lasting 
family, the family of Christ, which we will have for the rest of eternity (Mark 
10:29-30).   

d.  On the day of Judgment, it appears that much of what we will be judged for is what 
we did or didn’t do to those in the household of faith.  Jesus will say to the sheep, 
“Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, 
even the least of them, you did it to Me” (Matt. 25:40).  And He will say to the 
goats, “Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did not do it to one of the least of 
these, you did not do it to Me” (v. 45).   

e.  Notice that it is not with respect to people in general that we will be judged, but to 
those who are Christ’s brethren.   

f.  Now this doesn’t mean that it doesn’t matter what we do to those outside of the 
faith, for we have already seen Paul tell us that we are to do good to all men.  But 
we are to do so especially to those who are of the household of faith.   

g.  This also doesn’t mean that we are saved by our works.  But it means that if we are 
saved, we will love the brethren and all men.   

h.  But the question might arise, “If we will in fact do this automatically, if we are 
Christians, then why does John command them to do so?  Do you need to be 
commanded to do that which you want to do?”   

i.  If our hearts were absolutely pure and had only perfectly good and right motives in 
them, then no.  But since they are a mixture of good and evil, then yes.  Paul tells 
us that we are to love God.  But if we are His, won’t we already love Him?  Yes.  
But not perfectly and consistently.  Therefore, we need to be exhorted.  The same is 
true with respect to our spouses.  We love them.  That is why we married them in 
the first place.  But that love is not perfect nor unchangeable.  Therefore, we are 
exhorted to love our spouses.   

j.  And therefore we are exhorted to love one another.   
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C.  But how are we to love one another?   
1.  As I said before, there are different kinds of love, and all are not equal.   
2.  The kind we are to have again is agape.   

a.  One of the things that I didn’t understand about agape before coming to the 
Reformed faith is that it does not describe by itself a divinely inspired love.  The 
word is used in Scripture to refer to the love that unbelievers can have.  It is used in 
the LXX to refer to the love which Amnon had for Tamar, before he raped her (2 
Sam. 13:15).  It is also used in Matthew 24:12 of those whose love will grow cold 
because of the increasing lawlessness of those around them.   

b.  But another thing I didn’t understand until I read Jonathan Edwards on the subject 
was that when this love is sanctified by the Spirit of God from all of its impurities, 
and it is turned away from ourselves as its primary object, to God, it takes on a whole 
different quality.   

c.  Just consider what Paul writes about it in 1 Corinthians 13:4-8, “Love is patient, 
love is kind, and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant, does not act 
unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a 
wrong suffered, does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; bears 
all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.  Love never fails.”   

d.  Can a man apart from the Spirit of God do these things?  Not really.  He may be 
able to do some of these things outwardly, but it will always be for the wrong 
motivations.  This is the danger of sin.  Sin can counterfeit just about any of the 
graces of God, especially when it is energized by Satan.  His purpose is to keep us 
deceived so that we won’t discover the truth about ourselves and eventually begin to 
seek after God.  He wants to destroy us.  So we must be very careful about 
analyzing our hearts.   

e.  If we have the Spirit, we can love in this way, and we are called upon to cultivate 
this love.  But if we don’t, then we may be able to work up a good looking 
substitute.  But we will not have the real thing.   

 
  D.  But lastly we must ask the question, How often are we to love in this way?   

1.  The answer is always.  The Greek indicates that it is to be ongoing and continual.   
2.  This shouldn’t seem strange to us, since we are also called upon to pray at all times.  It 

doesn’t mean that there is never a break in our prayers or in our love.  But it does mean 
that it is to be a habit of life for us:  We are to pray at all times and to love at all times.   

3.  If we do this, then we will most honor the Lord and advance His kingdom.  If we fail 
to obey this command, it can spell ruin to His church and effectively neutralize any 
meaningful effort on the part of His people to build His kingdom.   

 
II.  Now John gives us three reason why we are to love one another, beyond what we have 

already seen.   
A.  First, we are to love one another because “love is from God.”   

1.  God is its source, and whatever comes from God is good and is to be used for His 
glory.   
a.  God plants it in our hearts by His Spirit.  Paul writes, “But the fruit of the Spirit is 

love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; 
against such things there is no law” (Gal. 5:22-23).   
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b.  If you think about this for a moment, you will realize that this is what true godliness 
and holiness are all about.  This is the stuff that it is made of.  Against these things 
there is no law, because all of these things are perfectly in agreement with our duty 
toward God and man.   

c.  But upon deeper reflection, you will notice that all of these fruits are nothing more 
than the many different expressions of love.  Love is the root from which all of 
these fruits grow.   

d.  And since God desires that we be holy, He has given to us this love.   
 
2.  God has a reason behind all that He does.  With Him there is no wasted gift or wasted 

effort.   
a.  Even those gifts which He gives to the reprobate, to those who will never repent and 

turn to His Son, even those have a purpose.   
b.  They were given as good gifts to them, but they will become part of the reason for 

their damnation on the day of Christ’s judgment, because they did not give God 
thanks for them, nor did they use them for His glory, but for their own.   

c.  This included both the spiritual gifts and the natural gifts.   
(i)  All men have some working of the Spirit in their lives, motivating them to turn 

from sin and to turn to righteousness.  We even learn of some unconverted men 
in Scripture who were the recipients of His extraordinary gifts, such as Judas, or 
King Saul, or Balaam.  They were a great blessing to them while they had them.  
But since they didn’t use them for God’s glory, He brought judgment upon them, 
and they will face even severer judgment on that great and terrible day.   

(ii)  But this applies to any natural gifts they might have received from God as well, 
such as a good mind, great strength and endurance, a long life, or any special skill 
in art, music, mathematics, physics or anything else.   

 
d.  Whatever God gives is to be used for His glory.  When He gives us this love, we 

are to use it to honor and glorify Him through the use of it and through the increase 
of it.   

e.  Not to mention the fact that it is a very wonderful gift, and leaving it unused would 
be to spite God.   

 
B.  Secondly, he says we are to love one another because “everyone who loves is born of 

God and knows God.”   
1.  We give evidence that we have been born again from above and are in an intimate 

relationship with God, if we love in this way.   
2.  As we have seen above, when we are born again by the Spirit of God, He puts faith in 

our hearts.  And it is this faith which Paul says works by love.  “For in Christ Jesus 
neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything, but faith working through 
love” (Gal. 5:6).   

3.  We are to love one another, because it shows that we have been the recipients of His 
grace.  Everyone who loves is born of God.   

4.  If you want to know whether or not you are born again, whether or not you really know 
God in an intimate and personal relationship, then ask yourself whether or not you can 
love the brethren in the way in which God commands you to.  If you can, you are His.   
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C.  And this brings us to the third and final reason why we should love one another.  It is just 

the opposite of the second.  “The one who does not love does not know God, for God is 
love.”   
1.  If we are not presently loving the brethren in this way, we do not know God.   

a.  In essence, John is saying we have not come to know God, if this is the case with us.   
b.  We cannot love God, without loving our brethren.  He writes in verse 20, “If 

someone says, ‘I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does 
not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen.”   

c.  Now how do you suppose that John could write this?  Our brother, whoever he may 
be, is infinitely less glorious than God and is certainly not perfect.  But God is 
perfectly glorious and beautiful, with no imperfections.  How can it be that not to 
love the lesser is not to love that which is infinitely greater?   

d.  Well one reason is that if we do not love our brother, then we are disobeying God.  
Jesus says, “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments” (John 14:15).  If we 
are not keeping them, then it stands to reason that we do not love Him.  John also 
writes, “And this commandment we have from Him, that the one who loves God 
should love his brother also” (v. 21).   

e.  Another reason is that man is made in the image of God.  If we do not like what we 
see in God’s image, we will not like the One after whom He is patterned.   
(i)  Now this can be kind of tricky.  Certainly all men are made in the image of God 

and still retain that image after the Fall.  But they do not retain all the parts of 
that image.   

(ii)  Fallen man still has a mind.  He is still able to make morally significant 
choices.  He has a spiritual aspect to his nature.  And he will still exist forever 
by the decree of God.  In these respects, he still bears the image of his Maker.   

(iii)  But fallen man no longer bears the moral image of God, but that of the devil.  
He is morally depraved, and that is what makes him so ugly in the sight of God, 
and in the sight of those who love God.   

(iv)  Nevertheless, we are still to love fallen man because God commands it.   
(v)  Redeemed man, on the other hand, those who are our brethren, have been and 

are being recreated into God’s image morally.  Those things which are really 
lovely about God are being added back into their makeup, so that they are now 
becoming really lovely, in that they reflect God’s image in the way in which they 
were supposed to.   

(vi)  Now if we do not see and love that image as it is reflected in man, neither will 
we love it when it is seen in God.  If we do not love our brethren, our true 
brethren, because of the godly character that is coming from them, then we truly 
do not love God.   

 
2.  But there is another reason which John gives us as to why this is true.  It is this, “For 

God is love.”   
a.  This is what God is like.  He is a God of love.  He is love.  Therefore, those who 

are being recreated in His image will love like He loves.  John writes in verse 16, 
“God is love, and the one who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.”   

b.  The Bible tells us that God has many attributes, some we share in and some we 
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don’t.   
(i)  The ones we share in are called the communicable attributes of God.   
(ii)  And those which we don’t share in are called the incommunicable attributes of 

God.   
(iii)  Some of the communicable attributes include:  God’s knowledge, holiness, 

justice, righteousness, mercy and love.   
(iv)  Some of the incommunicable attributes include:  His infinity, immutability, 

and eternality.   
(v)  But even in those things in which we do share, we only share in them in a very 

limited and imperfect way.   
(vi)  Love is one of those attributes that He does communicate to us.  And if we are 

His children, that is, if we share His nature by becoming partakers of His Holy 
Spirit, then we will love as He loves.   

 
c.  But how does God love?   

(i)  Very briefly, remembering that love and holiness are the same thing, God loves 
those things which are consistent with His holy will, and He hates those things 
which are contrary to it.  In other words, He loves the things which are good and 
right, and He hates all evil.   

(ii)  He loves Himself, for He is the very perfection of holiness.  And God loves 
Christ and all of His elect in Christ, for they share that same image.   

(iii)  But God takes no pleasure in any other in this way, for they do not share in 
even the slightest of these perfections.   

(iv)  But God also has what is called a love of benevolence, that is, God is kind, He 
is good, even to those who do not deserve it.  Jesus says that He is kind to 
ungrateful and evil men.   

(v)  Therefore, if we are to love as He loves, then we are to love Him, Christ, the 
elect, and all things which are right and good.  And we are also to love all other 
men, with a love of benevolence.   

(vi  Jesus said, “But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in 
return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for 
He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men” (Luke 6:35).   

(vii)  We are to love all men.  But we are especially to love one another as Christ’s 
brethren and as God’s children.  We are to do so by way of command.  And we 
will do so because our hearts, having been changed by His grace, will desire it.   

(viii)  And so brethren, “Let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone 
who loves is born of God and knows God.”  Amen.   

 
 


