
 

“Let Us Go Out to Him” 
(Hebrews 13:11-14) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  Last week the author was again comparing what Judaism had become -- as the Jews had 
turned it from a Covenant of Grace into a Covenant of Works --, with what the Lord Jesus had brought in 
the New Covenant.  Whereas the Jews looked to the sacrifices to nourish their hearts, that is, to nourish 
them spiritually, the author was pointing his readers to the grace which those sacrifices pointed to in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, in His perfect life and His atoning death.  He reminded them that though the Jews had a 
physical altar from which they could eat, they had an altar from which those who served the tabernacle had 
no right to eat.  Their altar is in heaven, and is nothing less than the Lord Jesus Christ Himself.  He is the 
One who laid down His life as a sacrifice to forever remove their sins.  He is the One who gave His life that 
He might nourish their souls by grace.  And His is the sacrifice which has infinite merit, since the One who 
laid down His life is also God.  What He has done, He has also done for us.  Christ has everything we will 
ever need for our growth in grace.  He has earned for us the ministry of the Spirit of God, through whom 
alone our hearts may be strengthened in grace.   
  This evening, the author will give us another reason why the Jews were not able to eat from this 
altar, as he draws an even tighter connection between the Lord Jesus Christ and the offerings which the 
Jews made for sin.  He will even show us that those sacrifices themselves were showing the Jews that 
eventually they would need to separate themselves from the sacrificial system itself.  And he does this to 
exhort us this evening that  
 
  We must leave everything in this world behind and bear the cross of Christ, if we are to inherit 
the world which is to come.   
 
I.  First, let us consider the second reason the author gives as to why the Jews could not eat from this 

altar of which he speaks.  He says, “For the bodies of those animals whose blood is brought into 
the holy place by the high priest as an offering for sin, are burned outside the camp” (v. 11).   
A.  The first reason why the Jews could not eat from the altar he was speaking about was because they 

had refused to come to the Lord Jesus Christ through faith.   
1.  If they had come to Him, they wouldn’t still be waiting upon the Lord in an obsolete system of 

animal sacrifices.   
2.  Remember that the Lord did away with the ability of those sacrifices to take away sins when He 

offered Himself on the cross.  When He cried out with a loud voice, and then yielded up His 
spirit, Matthew records, “And behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom” 
(27:51).  Without the veil, there would no longer be a separation between the holy place and the 
Holy of Holies.  The way to God was now opened through Christ.  The ceremonial system was 
now no longer needed, since Christ had fulfilled what it was pointing to.  And to emphasize that 
this had come about from the hand of God, Matthew records that the veil was torn from the top 
to the bottom.   

3.  The only approach to the Father has always been through the Son.  But when the Jews saw Him, 
they rejected Him, and so they now had no approach to God at all.   

 
B.  But the author gives to us here another reason why they could not eat of this altar, and that is 

because of the kind of sacrifice which is on it.   
1.  Of all the offerings which were made by the Jews, the offering which Christ made on the cross 

corresponded most specifically to the sin offering.   
2.  But there was something very unique about these offerings, and that was if the blood of that 

offering was brought into the holy place as an offering for sin, the meat of the animal was not to 
be eaten, but was to be burned up entirely outside the camp.   
a.  Listen to what Moses wrote in Leviticus 4:13-21, “Now if the whole congregation of Israel 

commits error, and the matter escapes the notice of the assembly, and they commit any of the 
things which the LORD has commanded not to be done, and they become guilty; when the 
sin which they have committed becomes known, then the assembly shall offer a bull of the 



 

herd for a sin offering, and bring it before the tent of meeting.  Then the elders of the 
congregation shall lay their hands on the head of the bull before the LORD, and the bull shall 
be slain before the LORD.  Then the anointed priest is to bring some of the blood of the bull 
to the tent of meeting; and the priest shall dip his finger in the blood, and sprinkle it seven 
times before the LORD, in front of the veil.  And he shall put some of the blood on the horns 
of the altar which is before the LORD in the tent of meeting; and all the blood he shall pour 
out at the base of the altar of burnt offering which is at the doorway of the tent of meeting.  
And he shall remove all its fat from it and offer it up in smoke on the altar.  He shall also do 
with the bull just as he did with the bull of the sin offering; thus he shall do with it.  So the 
priest shall make atonement for them, and they shall be forgiven.  Then he is to bring out the 
bull to a place outside the camp, and burn it as he burned the first bull; it is the sin offering 
for the assembly.”  The first bull he refers to is the bull of sin offering for the priest, which he 
must make before he makes this offering.   

b.  The principle the Lord gave was this:  “No sin offering of which any of the blood is brought 
into the tent of meeting to make atonement in the holy place shall be eaten; it shall be burned 
with fire” (Lev. 6:30).   

c.  On the other hand, if the blood of the sin offering was not used for atonement in the holy 
place, its meat was to be eaten.  Moses said to Aaron in Leviticus 10:17-18, “Why did you 
not eat the sin offering at the holy place?  For it is most holy, and He gave it to you to bear 
away the guilt of the congregation, to make atonement for them before the LORD.  Behold, 
since its blood had not been brought inside, into the sanctuary, you should certainly have 
eaten it in the sanctuary, just as I commanded.”   

d.  The author to the Hebrews is pointing directly to the first instance, where the blood was used 
for atonement.  This was the offering which the priests could not eat of.  God had not given 
them the right to do so.   

 
II.  But as I said, it is precisely this offering which was pointing to the Lord Jesus Christ.  He is the 

sin offering which God gave to fulfill the typical animal sacrifices and to forever remove the guilt 
of our sins.  The author writes that since it was true of the Old Covenant sin offerings, that they 
were burned outside the camp, “Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people through 
His own blood, suffered outside the gate” (v. 12).   
A.  Do you see how Christ is the perfect fulfillment of the typical animal sacrifices?   

1.  The priests were appointed by God to offer the sacrifices He required.  The Lord Jesus was also 
appointed to this office by God -- remember, not according to the order of Aaron, but according 
to the order of Melchizedek --, that He might make an offering for sins.   

2.  The animals which were offered by the priests were to atonement for the sins of the people, that 
they might be sanctified.  The Lord Jesus, as our great High Priest, sacrificed Himself as a sin 
offering, to atone for our sins, that we might be sanctified.   

3.  The blood of the sin offering was taken into the holy place and sprinkled before the veil, placed 
on the horns of the altar which is before the Lord in the tent of meeting, and the rest of it poured 
out at the base of the altar of burnt offering which is at the doorway of the tent of meeting.  
Christ took His blood into the greater tabernacle, the one made without hands, eternal in the 
heavens, into the holiest place of all.   

4.  And finally, the bodies of those animals whose blood was used for atonement were not eaten, but 
were taken outside the camp and entirely burned up.  Moses writes, “But the bull of the sin 
offering and the goat of the sin offering, whose blood was brought in to make atonement in the 
holy place, shall be taken outside the camp, and they shall burn their hides, their flesh, and their 
refuse in the fire” (Lev. 16:27).  The author to the Hebrews writes, “Therefore Jesus also, that 
He might sanctify the people through His own blood, suffered outside the gate” (v. 12).  He was 
taken to a place called Golgotha, and there He was crucified.   

 
B.  Through this sacrifice, even several hundred years before Christ came, the Lord was showing His 

people the necessity of separation:  separation from sin, separation from the world, and eventually 
separation from Judaism itself.   
1.  Of course it called them to separate themselves from sin, for the sacrifices showed them that the 



 

wages of sin was death, and without the shedding of blood, there is no forgiveness (9:22).   
2.  It also called them to separate themselves from the world.   

a.  Whenever the Lord calls someone to Himself, He always calls them to separate themselves 
from the world and to keep themselves solely for Him.   

b.  When He called Abraham, the first thing He did was tell him to come out from where he 
lived, to the place where the Lord would show him.   

c.  He gave Abraham the Covenant of circumcision, which continually kept him and his children 
separate from the world, for they were not to intermarry with the uncircumcised.   

d.  He also gave to Moses various laws which required them to remain separate from the nations 
and not to intermarry with them.   

e.  And even today in the New Covenant, He calls those who would come to Him through faith 
in Christ Jesus to separate themselves from the world and remain faithful to Him.   

 
3.  The sin offering pointed to this very thing:  the need of separation.  Remarkably the author is also 

saying that it showed them that once Messiah came, they would even need to separate 
themselves from the Old Covenant.   
a.  The fact that the bodies of those animals were burned outside the camp was typical of the fact 

that Jesus was going to suffer outside the gate of city.  He would be rejected by His own 
people, and thrust out of the Holy City, Jerusalem.  We know from the Gospels that the 
reason why He suffered outside the city was that He was viewed as a common criminal, and 
so taken to the place where criminals were crucified.   

b.  But it was through His rejection and crucifixion that He became the only means by which 
anyone might be saved.  Now the only way in which anyone can draw near to God is through 
His once for all sacrifice.  The Jews, as we’ve seen, rejected this sacrifice, and so they were 
rejected by Him.  Their only hope now is to turn from the Old Covenant ceremonial system, 
since this has been fulfilled and set aside in Christ, and to go out of the city, outside of the 
earthly Jerusalem, to Christ.  The author now tells them that to be saved, they must leave the 
Old Covenant community.  He writes, “Hence, let us go out to Him outside the camp” (v. 
13).   

c.  If these Jewish readers were to have the life which God had promised them through the 
shadows for so many years, they had to do so, no matter what the cost, and as we saw this 
morning, there is a heavy price to pay.  This is why he writes, “Let us go out to Him, bearing 
his reproach.”  To follow Christ in those days and among those people was a very serious 
matter.  As you know, many Christians were killed because of the hatred of the Jews.   

d.  But he does not leave them without encouragement.  He writes, “For here we do not have a 
lasting city, but we are seeking the city which is to come” (v. 14).  The city, the land and the 
ceremonial system were all but shadows and pictures pointing to the eternal realities which 
Christ was to bring.  And so he reminds them that they must not hang onto these material 
thing, things which will pass away with this world, but rather to the invisible spiritual 
realities which Christ has brought, to the new heavens and the new earth, to the kingdom of 
heaven which endures forever and in which righteousness dwells.  They must seek after that 
city, and let all these other things go.  With the coming of Christ, they are now all obsolete 
and ready to vanish.  The Lord was about to come in judgment to remove them once and for 
all, and He did in 70 AD.  He removed the things which might be shaken, in order that the 
things which cannot be shaken would remain.  These are the things they were to look for, 
things which they would be able to enjoy forever.   

e.  Now what we are to learn from this is that we should not hold onto the things which are 
perishing either, but rather we should hold onto Christ.  This world is passing away, so John 
tells us, and also its lusts (1 John 2:17).  If we hold onto it, we will perish with it.  But if we 
let go of it, and do the will of God, we will abide with Christ forever.  The Old Covenant 
system, once it was made obsolete by the coming of Christ, is very much like the world.  The 
Jews wanted to hold onto those things they grew up with and were familiar with.  They 
wanted to hang onto the things they could see and touch.  They wanted to hang onto their 
ceremonial system and its sacrifices.  They did not want to leave the things they knew in 
order to seek after a city and a kingdom which they could not see.  But as long as they did, 



 

they could not come to the altar which Christ had provided.  And so many of them didn’t, 
and they perished with that city.  We must not make the same mistake they did.  We must 
learn to let go of the things of this world and look to Christ and to the world which is 
coming, for here we also don’t have a lasting city.  The world we know now will be 
destroyed, but there is an eternal world coming in which righteousness dwells.   

f.  Let us go out then, outside of the camp of this world, outside of the world system.  Let us go 
out to Christ.  Let us not be afraid to bear His reproach.  Yes, people will hate us, they’ll call 
us names, they’ll ridicule us, sue us, and perhaps eventually even try to kill us.  But 
remember, Christ already went through all of this for us.  He suffered and died as an outcast 
from this world, in order to bring us to God, and to an everlasting city.  Let us not be afraid 
to endure whatever we must to follow the One who made this very sacrifice for us, and who 
now calls us to do the same for Him.  It is a very small price to pay to lay hold of that which 
is infinitely more precious.  For here we do not have a lasting city.  It will be destroyed when 
the Lord returns again.  But we are seeking one which is coming, which we will be able to 
enjoy with Christ forever.  May the Lord encourage us with these words this evening.  Amen.   


