
 

“Let Us Draw Near with Confidence” 
(Hebrews 4:14-16) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  The greatest goal of every man should be to enter into the rest of heaven and to 
escape the torments of hell.  Any other goal that a person might have in life, you would have to 
agree, could not possibly compare to this.  And yet how few there are that are seeking to enter 
that rest, how few are striving to attain.  This is true even of many in the church today.  Most 
consider that for them salvation is a done deal.  They have come to Christ.  The race is over.  It is 
an accomplished goal.  But if that was the case, then why does Christ tell us that we must strive 
to enter into the narrow gate (Luke 13:24)?  Why does Paul tell us about himself, “I run in such a 
way, as not without aim; I box in such a way, as not beating the air; but I buffet my body and 
make it my slave, lest possibly, after I have preached to others, I myself should be disqualified 
[or castaway]” (1 Cor. 9:26-27)?  Why does the author to the Hebrews, throughout this book, 
exhort his audience, who were professing Christians, to spare no effort to enter into God’s rest?  
The answer is that the race is not yet completed.  If we are still in this world, we have not yet 
reached the finish line.  We have not yet attained the goal.  Although Christ has completed His 
work of redemption and has entered into His rest, He has not yet completed that work in us.  Paul 
writes to the Philippians, “So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my 
presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and 
trembling” (3:12).  Paul tells us that there is a work which is yet to be done.  And we must 
continue to work and to strive, if we are to enter into the eternal kingdom of God’s glory.  We 
must be diligent to enter into God’s rest.  But, of course, God does not leave us to do this on our 
own.  He gives us gracious help.  Paul continues, “For it is God who is at work in you, both to 
will and to work for His good pleasure” (v. 13).  Christ has come and accomplished the work 
which He has, that He might give you His gracious Spirit, so that He might fulfill within you the 
requirements of God’s holy Law.  Again Paul writes, this time to the Romans, “For what the Law 
could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did:  sending His own Son in the likeness of 
sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, in order that the 
requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh, but 
according to the Spirit” (8:3-4).   
  The point is that God did not intend to save us merely in principle, to simply bring us to 
heaven without changing anything in our lives.  Rather, God has given us His Spirit that He 
might transform us into that which we should have been in the beginning:  a people who would 
honor Him and reflect His glory by keeping His holy commands.  In other words, God not only 
saves us from His wrath in the future, but He is saving us even now from our sins and our sinful 
behavior through the sanctifying work of His Spirit.  This work of the Spirit is the primary means 
by which we may know that we are His children.  John writes, “And by this we know that we 
have come to know Him, if we keep His commandments.  The one who says, ‘I have come to 
know Him,’ and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him; but 
whoever keeps His word, in him the love of God has truly been perfected.  By this we know that 
we are in Him:  the one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as 
He walked” (1 John 2:3-6).  God has predestined us to become conformed to the image of His 
Son (Rom. 8:29).  When we “walk” as Jesus walked, we know that He is doing this for us.  The 
true Christian hates sin, and so the truth that God is delivering him from it now is a very 
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welcome truth to his soul.  And the best part is that God intends to bring this work to completion 
in us.  Again, Paul writes, “For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work 
in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus” (Phil. 1:6).  Once God takes hold of us, puts 
His Spirit within us, justifies us and adopts us into His family, He never lets go of us.  This is our 
hope of completing the race.  This is our confidence that we are to hold fast.   
  The author to the Hebrews has told us that God has opened the door to His rest through 
Christ and has given us the grace to begin our journey towards it.  But he now goes on to tell us 
of another aspect of Christ’s work which is meant to sustain us in this race towards glory, 
namely, His work of Mediation.  John writes, “My little children, I am writing these things to 
you that you may not sin.  And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous” (1 John 2:1).  It is good to know that we have someone that we can count on daily 
to help us on our way to the heavenly goal.  This morning I want us to consider the fact that,  
 
  Through Jesus, we can come before the throne of grace with confidence to find help 
during this time of our need.   
 
I.  Now, the author draws all that he has said to a concluding exhortation, “Since then we 

have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let 
us hold fast our confidence.”   
A.  First, the author tells us that if you are a Christian here this morning, if the things which he 

has said are true of you, if you are striving to enter into God’s rest, then you have a great 
high priest.   
1.  You have a priest, which the author will argue next, that is greater than any priest who 

has ever lived, or who ever will live.  You have a priest who has opened the way and is 
able to bring you in.   

2.  Remember that a priest is meant to reconcile the people he represents to God.   
a.  He is appointed by God as a mediator, as one who comes between God and man, and 

brings them back together.   
b.  The Old Testament priests did this by way of the sacrifices which God instituted.   
c.  But the problem was that these sacrifices could not take away the sins of the people, 

but only reminded them of their need to have them removed.   
 

3.  But here is the beauty and the superiority of Christ.   
a.  Christ did not appear, as the high priest did once per year in God’s presence in the 

holy of holies, to offer a sacrifice, a picture of the final sacrifice.   
b.  Christ offered a sacrifice which was perfect, a sacrifice which could take away sins.  

He offered Himself as a guilt offering for His people, that He might forever and 
finally atone for all of their sins.   

c.  Christ took upon Himself our nature, that He might offer Himself, that He might die 
in our place.   

 
4.  But again our priest is better because He ministers in heaven and not on the earth.  He 

“has passed through the heavens.”   
a.  The priests on earth only ministered in an earthly tabernacle or Temple.   
b.  But Christ is a priest who ministers in the very presence of God.   
c.  Remember last week how we saw that Christ, after He accomplished His work, 
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entered into His rest?  This was His entering into heaven.   
d.  The author expands on this later in the book, where he writes, “Now when these 

things have been thus prepared, the priests are continually entering the outer 
tabernacle, performing the divine worship, but into the second only the high priest 
enters, once a year, not without taking blood, which he offers for himself and for the 
sins of the people committed in ignorance. . . . But when Christ appeared as a high 
priest of the good things to come, He entered through the greater and more perfect 
tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this creation; and not through 
the blood of goats and calves, but through His own blood, He entered the holy place 
once for all, having obtained eternal redemption” (9:6-7, 11-12).   

e.  If you are trusting in Christ this morning, you have a great high priest who has 
offered Himself for you, who has passed into the heavens, having obtained your 
eternal redemption, now to appear in the presence of God for you.  You have a Priest 
who can save you.   

 
5.  This emphasis on the priesthood of Christ, by the way, is one of the reasons why the 

Protestant Reformation took place.   
a.  Before that time, where did a person need to go in order to obtain salvation?  Could 

he go to Christ directly?  No.   
b.  The church had worked out an elaborate scheme of intermediaries between the 

people and Christ.  And without their mediation, without their stepping between you 
and God, you could not be saved.   

c.  To be saved you needed to be in fellowship with the church:  which means that you 
needed to be in union with the pope and his bishops.  They are the incarnation, the 
bodily presence, of Christ on the earth.   

d.  You needed the grace of Christ, which you could only get through the sacraments, 
and that only by a priest who had received the power of consecration from being in 
succession from the apostles.   

e.  You furthermore needed to confess your sins to the priest, so that you might receive 
absolution, or the forgiveness of sins, by his declaration.   

f.  You needed a priesthood, and they supplied one.  But the problem was that the one 
they provided was not according to God’s will.   

g.  God removed the earthly priesthood when He appointed Christ to be your great high 
priest.  To come in any other way now is to deny that work and the free gift of His 
grace, and to come by way of a man’s system.   

h.  We should be very thankful for those who were willing to put their lives on the line 
and even to die to bring the truth of Christ’s mediation back to Christ’s church!   

 
B.  But the point here is that since we have this great high priest who has gone into heaven to 

appear before God on our behalf, we should therefore hold fast our confession.   
1.  We should hold fast to Christ and to the Word of His truth which is able to save us and 

give to us an inheritance with the saints.   
2.  This is the only way that we will ever be able to enter into heaven.   

a.  Now it is also true that personal holiness is necessary before we shall ever see God 
(Heb. 12:14).  But even so, we are not saved by our holiness.  We are not saved by 
keeping the Law.  We are saved by Christ’s righteousness.   
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b.  Paul writes, “Is the Law then contrary to the promises of God?  May it never be!  
For if a law had been given which was able to impart life, then righteousness would 
indeed have been based on law.  But the Scripture has shut up all men under sin, that 
the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe” (Gal. 3:21-
22).   

c.  The Law was not given to save us.  It was given to show us our sin, that we might be 
led to Christ.   

d.  And having come to Christ, it also shows us what to do and what to avoid that we 
might remain free from sin, because “sin,” John tells us, “is lawlessness,” or the 
casting aside of God’s Law (1 John 3:4).  True Christian Liberty is living according 
to God’s Law.   

e.  Therefore, seeing that there is no other way to God but through Christ, let us hold 
fast our confession, and never abandon it for any reason!  When we are tempted to, 
we must answer as Peter did, “Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have words of 
eternal life” (John 6:68).   

 
II.  But the author gives us more here than a simply reminder that Christ is the only way.  

He also tells us that our high priest understands our weaknesses and has compassion for 
us.  He writes, “For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but one who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.   
A.  Christ understands our weaknesses.   

1.  The word “sympathy” comes from two Greek words which mean “to suffer with.”  The 
same meaning comes across in the similar Latin word “compassion.”   

2.  That Christ can sympathize with our weaknesses, therefore, means that He is able to 
suffer with us.  He is touched with our weaknesses and feels our pain.  
a.  It is interesting in the Scripture how Christ is represented as going through the same 

things that His saints undergo.  In some cases, Christ virtually identifies Himself 
with His saints.   

b.  Consider:  When Jesus met Paul on the road to Damascus, He said to him, “Saul, 
Saul, why are you persecuting Me?”  Was Paul persecuting Jesus?  Yes.  But how 
did he do this?  Was he persecuting Christ personally?  No.  He was persecuting His 
disciples.  And yet in doing this, he was persecuting Christ.  Paul replied, “‘Who are 
You, Lord?’  And He said, ‘I am Jesus whom you are persecuting’” (Acts 9:4-5).   

c.  The same thing is seen in the Sheep and Goal Judgment.  Jesus tells the righteous 
that they are to enter heaven because of all the good deeds which they did to Him.  
And He tells the wicked that they are to enter into hell because of all the things 
which they did not do to Him.  But both groups answer and ask Him when they did 
these things to Him, or withheld them from Him.  And He answers that inasmuch as 
they did or didn’t do these things to His brethren, even the least of them, they did or 
didn’t do them unto Him (Matt. 25:31-46).   

d.  Christ is seen in these examples to be so closely in union with us as to personally 
experience what we experience, to feel the satisfaction of our needs being met or the 
lack of our needs being neglected by others.  He also experiences the persecution that 
we endure at the hands of others.  He says, “To the extent that you did it to one of 
these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me” (Matt. 25:40).   

e.  This should tell us on the one hand that we should be very careful how we treat one 
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of Christ’s children, for whatever we do to them, even the least of them, we are 
doing to Christ and will one day have to give an account for it.   

f.  But it also assures us on the other hand that Christ understands what we are going 
through, because He is experiencing it with us through sympathy.   

 
B.  His understanding of course is enhanced by the fact that He also experienced our 

weaknesses when He became a man.   
1.  Remember that Christ did not drop out of heaven to undergo the crucifixion, and then 

ascend back to heaven.   
a.  No.  He came into this world, in the same way we did:  through birth.   
b.  He was raised by covenant parents, as some of us were, and grew up like all of us 

did.  Children, this means that Christ knows what you are going through.  He has 
gone through every stage of growth and development that you have.  He understands 
what you go through, so that He can help you.   

c.  He has experienced everything which we have experienced in the thirty-three years 
of His life:  weakness, hunger, sickness, want, loneliness, temptation, persecution, 
pain and suffering.  God made sure that He would undergo everything that we do, so 
that He would fulfill all righteousness by overcoming sin, and that He might be a 
sympathetic high priest.   

 
2.  The only difference between Christ and us is that He did not sin.   

a.  We all fall short even in the very best of our works, which means that when we resist 
as perfectly as we can, we have still sinned in some degree.   

b.  But not so with Christ.  Christ did not sin.  He held out to the last, and even to the 
point of the shedding of blood to resist it.   

c.  Christ, when He came to the greatest temptation of His life, to avoid the cross that 
He might avoid the shame and suffering, sweat great drops of blood, in His striving 
against it.  He knows, even more than we, what it is to resist sin.   

d.  Christ has been perfectly fitted to be our great high priest, because He has been 
touched with our weaknesses and knows what we are experiencing.   

e.  If God had not become a man, He would not have had this kind of sympathy, the 
sympathy of one creature for another creature in need, because there is no weakness 
in God.  But in His human nature, the Son of God was able to experience the 
weakness of our humanity.   

 
III.  And so what is the author’s conclusion?  “Let us therefore draw near with confidence 

to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and may find grace to help in time of 
need.”   
A.  We may draw near to God with confidence.   

1.  We may know that as sinful as we are and as weak as we are, if we are in Christ, we 
will not be rejected, for we have a sympathetic high priest, who now appears before 
God on our behalf.   

2.  In Christ, His throne of justice has become for us a throne of grace.   
a.  Our own works would have resulted in our own condemnation.  But Christ has 

removed our filthy rags and clothed us with a perfect righteousness.   
b.  Therefore we may come boldly to that throne.   
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B.  And we are even exhorted to draw near that we might receive God’s mercy and grace to 

help in our time of need.  The author writes, “Let us draw near.”   
1.  People of God, what is your need this morning?  Is there some weakness in the flesh, 

some trial, some temptation that you are undergoing?   
2.  Are you uncertain about your health, about whether or not your illness will result in life 

or death?   
3.  Are you uncertain about your physical needs, whether or not you will have even your 

most basic needs met?   
4.  The Spirit put this passage in His book to tell you where you are to go when you need 

help.  You are to go to the throne of grace.  You are to go with confidence because 
Christ has experienced these same things.  He knows what you are going through.  
Because of your union with Him, he is touched with your difficulties.  He will not turn 
you away, but has an abundance of mercy and grace ready to come to your aid.   

5.  No, you have not earned this by your works.  This is why it is called a throne of Grace.  
Christ has earned it for you, and tells you to come.   

6.  Therefore, cast your cares on Him this morning, because He cares for you (1 Pet. 5:7).  
There is no need too trivial, nor need too great.  Bring them all!   

7.  But what about you who are not in Christ this morning?  What about you who have not 
trusted in Him?  What about you who refuse to obey Him?  Can you bring your needs to 
Him?  There is only one you may bring, one which the Lord has promised to answer, if 
you seek Him with all your heart, and that is the need of salvation.   

8.  Christ’s throne is still a throne of grace for you, it is still the only place you may come 
for help.  But you may only come if you will humble yourself before Him, and come 
seeking His mercy and grace.  The Lord says that if you will turn from your sins, lay 
down your rebellion against Him, and receive His Son with all your heart, you will be 
saved.  He will forgive all your sins, and give you His perfect righteousness.  So won’t 
you come to His throne now?  Won’t you take hold of Him and receive His life?   

9.  If you are unwilling to do this, He alone still holds your remedy in His hands.  He alone 
can change your heart and make willing.  If that is the case with you, pray that God will 
take hold of you and transform you by His grace.  Pray that He will save you.  And 
don’t stop praying until He does.   

10.  And for all of us who have been found by Christ, let us continue as well to apply to the 
throne of grace, that we might receive His mercy and grace to continue our race to the 
finish line.  Amen.   


