
 

“Let Marriage Be Honorable Among All” 
(Hebrews 13:4) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  The author to the Hebrews, on the basis of the superiority of the New Covenant, and the superiority of 
the Mediator of the New Covenant, the Lord Jesus Christ, has been exhorting us to holiness of life, that we might 
prepare ourselves to enter at last into heaven.  As we saw this morning, the road which leads to life is narrow, but it 
is the road we must walk on if we ever want to arrive there.  Remember that this life is nothing less than a time of 
preparation for judgment, a preparation for heaven.  If we don’t see it in this way, we will end up squandering all of 
our precious time, and we will not be prepared to face the Lord on that day.  The first commandment he gave us is 
so needed:  “Let love of the brethren continue” (v. 1).  Not only is this the sum of our whole duty towards one 
another as Christians, it is also that evidence which shows us and others that we are truly the Lord’s.  Really, the 
whole of the Bible teaches us this very lesson.  True religion is to love God and to love our neighbors, whether they 
are friends or enemies, even as we love ourselves.  This is the Law and the prophets.  The breaking of this Law of 
love is the reason He had to die.  That we might keep this commandment of love is the reason why He sent His 
Spirit of love into our hearts.  If we are His children, this love will be there and increasing.    
  The second commandment he gave was very much like it:  We are to show hospitality to strangers.  It is to 
remind us that we are to love and to care for the needs even of those whom we don’t know with the hopes of 
bringing them closer to God and to ourselves.  And the third command to love our brethren in prison and those who 
are ill-treated is to remind us that we are to love even those members of Christ’s body who are far from us enough to 
do something to relieve their misery.   
  The commandment the author gives this evening now moves from the general command of love to a more 
specific of this love.  It deals with marriage.  It tells us that  
 
  God from His love gave to us the blessing of marriage, and out of love to Him and to our spouse, we are to 
receive it as a blessing and keep it pure.   
 
I.  First of all, marriage is a blessing from the Lord and therefore it ought to be honored by all.   

A.  You would think that it shouldn’t be necessary to say anything about this, but this has not always been the 
case, nor is it the case today.   
1.  Throughout the history of the church, there have been those who have considered marriage to be a 

condescension of God to the lusts of His creatures.   
a.  Very early on, the church began to look at the married state as being something less spiritual.  

Monasticism, which began around the second half of the third century, taught that one should give up 
life in the world in order to consecrate himself to the service of the Lord.  Celibacy, which comes 
from a Latin word which means “unmarried,” was a part of that movement.   

b.  It began to creep into clergy around the middle of the fourth century, and  slowly the acceptable 
became the preferable.  By AD 400, the Apostolic Constitutions allowed clergy and bishops one 
marriage before ordination.   

c.  But in 1075, Pope Gregory VII brought about a reform in the church which required complete celibacy 
of deacons, priests and bishops.  This was confirmed by the Fourth Lateran Council in 1215 and the 
Council of Trent in 1563 (Davis, Dictionary, 112-13).   

 
2.  Now why did they reject marriage as being less spiritual?   

a.  Jesus spoke of those who made themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven (Matt. 19:12).  What 
He meant was that they gave up marriage in order to give themselves fully to God’s work.  The way 
Jesus ends the verse also appears to give weight to the fact that He considered it to be a superior state.  
He says, “He who is able to accept this, let him accept it.”   

b.  Paul also speaks of how one is able to devote himself fully to the Lord in the single state.  He writes in 
1 Corinthians 7:32-34, “But I want you to be free from concern.  One who is unmarried is concerned 
about the things of the Lord, how he may please the Lord; but one who is married is concerned about 
the things of the world, how he may please his wife, and his interests are divided.  And the woman 
who is unmarried, and the virgin, is concerned about the things of the Lord, that she may be holy both 
in body and spirit; but one who is married is concerned about the things of the world, how she may 
please her husband.”  Those of you who are married have to admit that if you weren’t married, you 
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would have much more time to serve the Lord.  Now this is true, but it still doesn’t address the issue 
of whether or not marriage is more or less spiritual.   

 
3.  And of course marriage is also dishonored today by the world, only in a different way.  Some believe that 

it is an unnecessary commitment and want to have its blessings without making a marriage covenant.  
This the Lord condemns in this passage.  Others, as we well know, want to contract marriages with those 
of the same sex.  This the Lord abominates as very gross wickedness.   
 

B.  But when a marriage is contracted biblically and between those who are eligible to marry, it is honorable.  
The author writes, “Let marriage be held in honor among all.”   
1.  It is not the lesser of two goods.   

a.  It is to be considered as honorable or highly regarded for all men.   
b.  Marriage is something that the Lord instituted in the Garden of Eden, when man was still in a state of 

innocency.  God, when He saw that the man was alone among His creatures, without anyone 
corresponding to his needs, said, “It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper 
suitable for him. . . .   So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then 
He took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh at that place.  And the LORD God fashioned into a 
woman the rib which He had taken from the man, and brought her to the man.  And the man said, 
‘This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was 
taken out of Man.’  For this cause a man shall leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave to his 
wife; and they shall become one flesh” (Gen. 2:18, 21-24).  Marriage was a good thing, given by the 
Lord to man while he was still in his unfallen condition.  It is not a result of the Fall, as though man, 
now because of his sinful passions, could not do without it.   

c.  Solomon wrote, “He who finds a wife finds a good thing, and obtains favor from the LORD” (Prov. 
18:22).  Jesus honored marriage when He attended one in Cana of Galilee, and when He performed 
His very first recorded miracle at that wedding by providing wine for the celebration (John 2).   

d.  Marriage is not to be looked at as only for those who lack self-control.  It is a blessing from the Lord.  
It is honorable among all men.   

 
2.  But even though it is honorable, this doesn’t mean that everyone will enjoy its blessings.   

a.  We already saw that the Lord Jesus said that there are different situations in which a man might not 
marry.  He said in Matthew 19:12, “For there are eunuchs who were born that way from their mother's 
womb; and there are eunuchs who were made eunuchs by men; and there are also eunuchs who made 
themselves eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven.  He who is able to accept this, let him 
accept it.”  There are those who were born incapable of marriage.  There are also those who were 
made incapable of marriage by men.  But there are also those who have given up the blessing of 
marriage in order to better serve the Lord.  Paul spoke of those who give up marriage in order to 
devote themselves entirely to the Lord.  Paul himself appears to have done this.  So did Anna, the 
prophetess, who lived with a husband for seven years until he died, and then who lived as a widow up 
the age of 83, serving the Lord in the Temple in prayer and fasting (Luke 2:36).   

b.  There are apparently some who don’t seem to have a need for marriage.  They are content to be by 
themselves.  Paul appears to speak of this contentedness as a gift.  He says, “Yet I wish that all men 
were even as I myself am [which is presumably, unmarried].  However, each man has his own gift 
from God, one in this manner, and another in that” (1 Cor. 7:7).   

c.  However, if this contentedness is not there, if the Lord has not given you this gift, then it is His 
intention that you marry.  Paul continues, “But if they do not have self-control, let them marry; for it 
is better to marry than to burn” (v. 9).  It is probably for this reason that Paul instructs the younger 
widows in 1 Timothy 5 “to get married, bear children, keep house, and give the enemy no occasion 
for reproach” (v. 14).  There are those who have self-control like Anna, but there are also those who 
don’t, and if they don’t marry, they may be tempted to turn aside to follow Satan (v. 15).   

d.  But remember, for the Christian marriage must be contracted only “in the Lord” (1 Cor. 7:39).  That is, 
a Christian may only marry another Christian.  You would think that this wouldn’t need to be 
mentioned, but you would be surprised by the number of professing Christians who date and marry 
non-Christians, and who, if they are really converted, end up living very miserable lives.  The Lord is 
very clear when He says, “Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership have 
righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness?  Or what harmony has 
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Christ with Belial, or what has a believer in common with an unbeliever?” (2 Cor. 6:14-15).  There 
may be a mutual physical and emotional attraction at first.  But once it wears off and the Christian 
comes to his or her senses, and they see the unbeliever in their true light, they will be amazed that 
they saw anything good in them at all, because there is truly no good in them at all.  They completely 
lack anything of the moral likeness of God, that which is alone beautiful to the Christian.  Those of 
you who are here this evening and are still unmarried, please pay attention to what you just heard.  It 
may save you a lifetime of grief.   

 
II.  The second command the author gives is, “Let the marriage bed be undefiled.”   

A.  What he literally means is, “Let the marriage relationship be undefiled.”   
1.  This is a command to sexual purity.  Once a marriage covenant is made between a man and a woman, they 

are to keep themselves strictly for one another.   
2.  This is a part of their marriage covenant.  They promise to remain true to one another and never to allow 

another person into that relationship as long as they live.  Marriage is one of the ways in which the Lord 
preserves the morality of His creatures.  This is why Paul wrote that it is better to marry than to burn, for 
in marriage they would have the God-given way of directing their desires into the right path.   
 

B.  But this is especially important which we consider the implications for those who step outside of this 
ordinance of the Lord and live immorally.  The author to the Hebrews says that God will judge them.   
1.  God will judge every fornicator.   

a.  Fornication refers to any sexual act outside of the marriage covenant.  It can also refer more broadly to 
sexual uncleanness of any kind, whether within a marriage or without.  Jesus speaks in Matthew 19 
about fornication being a grounds for a divorce.  He says, “And I say to you, whoever divorces his 
wife, except for immorality (or fornication), and marries another woman commits adultery” (v. 9).  
Here, He is saying that sexual uncleanness of any kind can become the grounds for a lawful divorce, 
if it is not repented of, not just adultery.   

b.  There are those today who live in open fornication, and who commit frequent acts of fornication.  But 
God condemns it as sexual uncleanness.  The words which Christians used to use to describe such 
activity was prostitution and whoredom.  They still apply today.   

c.  The Lord tells us that He will condemn those who commit this sin.  They will not inherit the kingdom 
of heaven (1 Cor. 6:9), unless they repent and turn to Christ to wash away their sins (v. 11).   

 
2.  God will also judge the adulterer.   

a.  Adultery is the violation of the marriage covenant through unlawful sexual relations with someone 
other than your spouse.  It can be committed either while married, or through an illegitimate divorce 
and remarriage.  The first is easy enough to understand, the second may not be.  The Lord tells us that 
the only things which can severe a marriage covenant are sexual uncleanness (Matt. 19:9), desertion 
by an unbeliever (1 Cor. 7:15), and death (v. 39).  When a marriage is ended through any of these, a 
Christian may legitimately remarry, but only in the Lord.  But if a divorce occurs for any other reason, 
and either of the two marry someone else, they commit adultery.  They commit adultery because their 
previous marriage covenant was still intact when they remarried.   

b.  If this sin is not confessed and repented of, it too will condemn a man or woman on the day of 
judgment.  I do not believe in the case of an illegitimate divorce and remarriage that after they have 
confessed their sins that they need to divorce each other and seek reconciliation with their former 
spouses, for their marriage, since it was adulterous, broke their first marriage covenant.  Since it was 
broken, they are no longer bound to it (except they are bound to seek the forgiveness of their former 
spouse, since they did commit a very serious sin against them).  But besides this there is also a 
command in the Scripture which says that if a woman who is divorced from her husband becomes the 
wife of another man, she can never return to her first husband (Deu. 24:1-4).   

c.  Let’s not forget, as well, that these sins of fornication and adultery can be committed in our thoughts, 
as well as in our actions.  Jesus said that to look upon a woman to desire her is to commit adultery in 
your heart (Matt. 5:28).  I was once asked if this would provide the grounds for a divorce, since it 
does constitute adultery.  But I don’t believe it does.  Jesus here is simply telling us what constitutes a 
violation of the seventh commandment.  He is not saying that this constitutes a grounds for a divorce.  
There are varying degrees of sin, and when that lust becomes so strong that it breaks out in the actual 
act of adultery, then it is serious enough to sue for a divorce, if the offending party does not repent.   



4 

 

d.  In closing, let me remind you of two things:  that marriage is to highly regarded among all men, and 
that it must be kept pure.  Let us not seek then to find the fulfillment of these particular needs in any 
other way than through a faithful marriage covenant with a fellow believer.  Let us also be reminded 
by this that we must look to the Lord to provide that partner in life, if we don’t yet have one, and to 
renew our commitment to our marriage covenants and our love to our spouse, if we do.  Much more 
could be said about marriage, but this is all we will consider this evening.  Amen.   


