
“Let Him Who Boasts, Boast in the Lord” 
(Romans 15:17-21) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, Paul was writing to the Romans to admonish them to admonish one 
another.   
a.  Admonish:  teaching with bite, stern warning, serious instruction.   
b.  The importance:  increases joy, peace, hope; when we stray from path, gets 

us back into the way of blessing.   
c.  He also reminded them of the qualifications:   

(i)  Must be full of goodness:  filled with the Spirit, growing in grace, dealing 
with their own sins, taking the logs out of their eyes, desiring to do good 
to their brothers and sisters.   

(ii)  Must be filled with all knowledge:  know God’s will, see its glory and 
beauty, desire to live by it and help others live by it, be able skillfully to 
apply it.   

 
d.  We need to do this for one another; the task is too great for any one man.   

 
2.  Paul believed he had the right to do this.   

a.  God appointed him for this purpose:   
(i)  Not only setting him apart to preach the Gospel.   
(ii)  But also to build up the churches.   
(iii)  As a priest, he was reconciling God and man through the Gospel.   
(iv)  He was encouraging, exhorting, admonishing, rebuking, seeking their 

growth in grace.   
 

b.  That’s the reason he wrote the letter of Romans:   
(i)  To remind them of the situation they were in.   
(ii)  What God had done to save them.   
(iii)  What their privileges were in Christ.   
(iv)  But also what their obligations are in Christ:  that they were to press 

forward in sanctification/Christ-likeness.   
 

B.  Preview.   
1.  Now having said this, one might think Paul was boasting; and he was.   

a.  But the Bible everywhere condemns boasting.   
(i)  Hannah said in her prayer of thanksgiving to the Lord, “Boast no more so 

very proudly, do not let arrogance come out of your mouth; for the Lord is 
a God of knowledge, and with Him actions are weighed.  The bows of the 
mighty are shattered, but the feeble gird on strength” (1 Sam. 2:3-4).   

(ii)  Solomon writes, “Like clouds and wind without rain is a man who boasts 
of his gifts falsely” (Prov. 25:14).   
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(iii)  And both James and Peter tell us, “God is opposed to the proud, but 
gives grace to the humble” (James 4:6; 1 Pet. 5:5).   

 
b.  However, there is one kind of boasting that isn’t condemned:  boasting about 

what God does through us.   
(i)  This kind of boasting actually glorifies God; this is what He made us for.   
(ii)  He says in Christ, he has found a reason to boast, in the things Jesus 

Christ has accomplished through his life.   
 
2.  This morning, I want us to look at the example of Paul:   

a.  Paul was someone who, humanly speaking, had many reasons to boast.   
b.  But as a Christian, he found only one:  “Therefore in Christ Jesus I have 

found reason for boasting in things pertaining to God.  For I will not presume 
to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished through me” (vv. 
17-18).   
(i)  Let’s look at Paul’s commission.   
(ii)  Paul’s gifts.   
(iii)  The results of Paul’s ministry.   
(iv)  But where Paul placed the credit.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  Paul had reason to boast in his commission:  What had Christ commissioned Paul 
to do?   
1.  He commissioned him to preach the Gospel:  what he accomplished “by word.”   

a.  Being commissioned as an ambassador, is a privilege.   
b.  All are called to be witnesses:  to testify to others what Christ has done; to 

give a reason for the hope in us (1 Pet. 3:15).   
c.  But Paul was set apart as a herald, to make an official offer of peace on 

behalf of Christ.   
d.  He was Christ’s spokesman to preach the everlasting Gospel.   

 
2.  He sent him to be a living witness:  what he accomplished “by deed.”   

a.  Paul did many things to promote the Gospel.   
b.  He labored to provide for his own needs; endured many hardships, 

persecutions; zealously preached and taught.   
c.  He lived a life consistent with his calling, with the Gospel.   

 
3.  Christ gave him the ability to perform miracles:  “in the power of signs and 

wonders” (v. 19).   
a.  These are testifying acts of God that this is His Gospel (v. 19).   
b.  Signs:  point to something – to God, His power, His presence.   
c.  Wonders:  produce terror, stops traffic; knowing God is there creates fear.   
d.  Christ empowered Paul to perform miracles to confirm His Word through 

him.  Certainly this also attracts attention to the one doing them.   
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4.  Christ gave him the power of His Holy Spirit:  “in the power of the Spirit” (v. 
19).   
a.  All this was done through His power, not Paul’s.   
b.  The Spirit was present to perform the signs, wonders, miracles.   
c.  Further, He gave Paul the zeal, authority, power to preach, teach, live a godly 

life, to pour himself out in service to Christ, to love Christ that much.   
d.  All of these were great privileges bestowed on Paul by Christ.   
e.  And Paul took advantage of them.  He used them to their utmost.   

 
B.  Paul also had reason to boast in the results of his commission:  What had Christ 

accomplished through Paul?   
1.  The Roman empire was evangelized.   

a.  “So that from Jerusalem and round about as far as Illyricum I have fully 
preached the gospel of Christ” (v. 19).   

b.  Illyricum:  the extreme northwestern boundary of Greece.   
c.  He evangelized the whole Roman world.   

 
2.  He had brought about the obedience of the Gentiles through faith.   

a.  “Resulting in the obedience of the Gentiles” (v. 18).   
b.  The Gospel demands a holy life, but gives the power to live it.   
c.  The Gentiles showed their conversion through changed lives.   
d.  Paul was instrumental in effecting this change through the Gospel.   

 
3.  He uniquely gifted and used Paul to break new and hard ground.   

a.  Since he had been given this charge, he aspired to preach where the Gospel 
hadn’t gone (vv. 20-21).   

b.  He didn’t want to build on another’s foundation:   
(i)  Some gifted to open new territory for the Gospel – such as Paul, equipped 

with zeal, energy, bravery.   
(ii)  Others are gifted to build up, teach, edify.   
(iii)  Still others are gifted in other areas.   
(iv)  Paul had unique gifts and used them effectively.   

 
C.  But in spite of all these privileges, all these accomplishments Paul didn’t boast in 

Himself, but in Christ?  Why?   
1.  He was simply being honest:   

a.  Christ did them, not Him.   
b.  He knew that apart from Christ, he could do nothing (John 15:5).   
c.  But he knew that he could do all things through Christ (Phil. 4:13).   
d.  He gave credit where credit was due, where glory was due, to God.   

 
2.  His boasting certainly must have also had the effect of strengthening their 

conviction that the things he spoke were of God.   
a.  All of these things were evidences that the Lord was working through him.   
b.  Christ was working through him because this was His Gospel, His truth.   
c.  They would see this and be strengthened in their convictions.   
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III.  Application.   

A.  What has God called you to do?   
1.  Something small, something great?   
2.  To be a leader among your peers, in your home, in the church, in government.   
3.  To be a servant, a witness, a deacon, a pastor, an evangelist, a missionary?   

 
B.  What has He given you of His Spirit?   

1.  Great zeal, love, fervency of spirit?   
2.  Boldness, courage, power by the Spirit?   

 
C.  What are the gifts He has given you?   

1.  To teach, preach, pray, give, serve?   
2.  To lead, govern, administrate?   
3.  To evangelize, witness in a convincing and powerful way?   

 
D.  What has accomplished through you?   

1.  Brought others to Christ, built them up, taught them, enlightened them?  
2.  Served a brother or sister, comforted others, encouraged them?   
3.  Met the needs of the saints/missionaries through giving?   
4.  Advanced the kingdom through the ministry of your gifts?   

 
E.  Are you taking the glory, or giving it to Him?  Do you boast in yourself, or in 

Christ?   
1.  It’s a sign of a significant spiritual problem if you think more highly of yourself 

because He has used you.   
a.  Paul thought he had done great things before coming to Christ.   
b.  But it wasn’t until he left them all behind and pressed on towards Christ and 

what He had called him to do that the Lord really began to use him.   
 
2.  It is a sign of spiritual maturity if you seek to glorify Him.   

a.  God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble (James 4:6).   
b.  It is the one who takes the lowest seat who is honored (Luke 14:10).   
c.  It is those who seek for glory not from men but from God who receive it 

(John 5:44).   
d.  If you want to be great in God’s kingdom, you must humble yourself and 

become the servant of all (Mark 9:35), especially of God.   
e.  We must not seek great things for ourselves, but seek to honor God; that is 

how we will receive the only honor worth having:  the honor that comes from 
Him.   

f.  “For everyone who exalts himself shall be humbled, and he who humbles 
himself shall be exalted” (Luke 14:11).   

g.  We really have nothing to boast about in ourselves, in our lives, except in 
what Christ does through us.  Amen.   


