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 Reference: MATTHEW 8:1-4 
 Church: GRACE Date: 12/20/09  

The Lepers are Cleansed 
Purpose: To urge spiritual lepers to come to Christ for cleansing  

1.  Introduction 
We have been looking at the fulfillment of Isaiah 35  
The miracles Christ did demonstrating He is Messiah 
Confirming He is God in human flesh 
The Savior from sin that God had promised  
 
Jesus reminded John's disciples of these miracles 
But He also mentioned other signs He was performing 
Lepers cleansed, dead raised, Gospel preached to the poor 
The conditions Christ healed are pictures 
Visible illustrations of an invisible problem – sin  
Spiritual Blindness, Deafness, Lameness, Muteness  
This time, leprosy 
 
Christmas message?  Not dealing with the birth 
But you'll see how wonderful Christmas is from this 
 
It will teach us about sin (it's far worse than the pictures) 
Show us Jesus full of compassion, powerful to heal 
Show us He is the Son of God, as He claimed  
That He is the only hope for sinful people 
The only escape from the Hell that we all deserve  
You need to listen to this!  Let's read Matthew 8:1-4 
 
We will look at 3 things: 

 Sin makes you a spiritual leper 
 The compassionate Jesus can heal your leprosy 
 What will you do with Jesus testimony to you? 

2. Sin makes you a spiritual leper 
Jesus has just finished the Sermon on the Mount 
A leper comes to Him (8:2) 

Leprosy - physical symptoms 
The disease which we today call leprosy generally begins with pain in 
certain areas of the body.  Numbness follows. Soon the skin in such 
spots loses its original color. It gets to be thick, glossy, and scaly. In 
fact, the affliction is called leprosy because it makes the skin scaly, the 
Greek word lepos or lepis meaning scale. As the sickness progresses, 
the thickened spots become dirty sores and ulcers, due to poor blood 
supply. The skin, especially around the eyes and ears, begins to bunch, 
with deep furrows between the swellings, so that the face of the afflicted 
individual begins to resemble that of a lion. Fingers drop off orare 
absorbed; toes are affected similarly. Eyebrows and eyelashes drop out.  
By this time one can see that the person in this pitiable condition is a 
leper.  By a touch of the finger one can also feel it. One can even smell 
it, for the leper emits a very unpleasant odor. Moreover, in view of the 
fact that the disease-producing agent frequently also attacks the larynx, 
the leper's voice acquires a grating quality. "His throat becomes 
hoarse, and you can now not only feel, see, and smell the leper, but you 
can hear his rasping voice. And if you stay with him for some time, you 
even imagine a peculiar taste in your mouth, probably due to the odor. 
All the senses of the well person are engaged in the detection of the 
leper." 
Bible describes symptoms: 

Leviticus 13:2-13 “When a man has on the skin of his body a swelling 
or a scab or a bright spot,... if the hair in the infection has turned white 
and the infection appears to be deeper than the skin of his body, ...if the 
scab spreads farther on the skin ...if there is quick raw flesh in the 
swelling, if the leprosy has covered all his body,  

Loss of feeling - unaware of danger - fire, infection 
autoamputation of fingers and toes, rottenness, progressive 
From Luke, we know that this man was covered with leprosy 
What did it mean for this man? 
A cause of Ceremonial Uncleanness 
This man was unclean - see his request - you can make me clean 
Cut off from God and from His holy people: 

Leviticus 13:45 “As for the leper who has the infection, his clothes shall 
be torn, and the hair of his head shall be uncovered, and he shall cover 
his mustache and cry, ‘Unclean! Unclean!’ 46 “He shall remain unclean 
all the days during which he has the infection; he is unclean. He shall 
live alone; his dwelling shall be outside the camp.  

Anyone who touched a leper shared in his uncleanness 
Leviticus 5:3 ‘Or if [a person] touches human uncleanness, of whatever 
sort his uncleanness may be with which he becomes unclean, and it is 
hidden from him, and then he comes to know it, he will be guilty.  
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Leviticus 7:21 ‘When anyone touches anything unclean, whether 
human uncleanness, or an unclean animal, or any unclean detestable 
thing, and eats of the flesh of the sacrifice of peace offerings which 
belong to the LORD, that person shall be cut off from his people.’ ”  

So God's people would keep their distance from him 
Social stigma - disgrace 
A sign of God's condemnation  

Numbers 12:9 So the anger of the LORD burned against them and He 
departed. 10 But when the cloud had withdrawn from over the tent, 
behold, Miriam was leprous, as white as snow. As Aaron turned toward 
Miriam, behold, she was leprous.  
2 Kings 5:27 “Therefore, the leprosy of Naaman shall cling to you and to 
your descendants forever.” So he went out from his presence a leper as 
white as snow.  
2 Chronicles 26:19 But Uzziah, with a censer in his hand for burning 
incense, was enraged; and while he was enraged with the priests, the 
leprosy broke out on his forehead before the priests in the house of the 
LORD, beside the altar of incense.  

Picture this man as he bows before Jesus, torn clothes, covered 
mouth, unclean, stinking, an outcast, living alone 
Imagine the stench from his rotting flesh 
What a pitiful condition he was in! 
 
But remember this leprosy is a picture for us 
It shows us in a small way what we are like in God's eyes 
Sin has made you a spiritual leper 
Everything that was true of this man physically 
Is true of you spiritually because of your sin 
Your rebellion against God has done this to you  
You were born a sinner because of Adam's rebellion 
But from that "small" start, sin has taken hold of you [amplify] 
It is progressive, going from bad to worse. It doesn't stand still 
It has numbed you to the spiritual danger of your sins 
You do not feel that you are poised over the lake of fire 
Just one failed heartbeat away from Hell 
It has cut you off from God entirely 
You are not a part of His people - you are outside the camp 
You may be here on a Sunday, but you are an "outsider" 
Not on the Highway of Holiness (Isa 35) 
It has produced rottenness in every part of your being 
Your mind doesn't think pure thoughts but wicked ones 
Your heart doesn't desire pure things but wicked things 

Your will is not to follow and obey God but to resist Him 
Your very soul is full of rottenness! 
And this corruption is a sure sign that you are condemned 
All to whom this rottenness clings are destined for Hell 
And it clings to us all in this world - sons of Adam 
No sinner has taken his spiritual leprosy into heaven 
You have that mark now, unbeliever, boys, girls 
You are corrupted in every part - doomed to destruction!  
Can you see it?  Can you feel it? 
What your sin has done to you? 
Burns wrote this: O would some power the gift to give us to see 
ourselves as others see us. 
May God give us the gift to see ourselves as He sees us 
Rotten, cut off from Him, a stench in His nostrils, condemned. 
 
Is there a cure?  Is there anyone who can make us clean? 

3. The compassionate Jesus can heal your leprosy 
See how this man comes to Jesus  
He acknowledges his uncleanness - didn't try to hide it - make-up 
No hypocrite 
Calls Him "Lord" - bows before him 
If You are willing, You can make me clean 
You can do this - it is not a matter of Your ability,  
It is a matter of Your willingness! 
Was Jesus willing? 
"Moved with Compassion" Mark 1:41 
"I am willing!" 
He reaches out and touches the man! 
How were lepers to be treated? 
They were to be avoided, not even touched 
Jesus might have been revolted by the sight and smell of this man 
He might have backed away from one who was unclean 
Repulsive, rotten, foul 
So he wouldn't take the guilt upon Himself 
The crowd probably thought that's what He should have done 
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But Jesus reaches out and touches the man! 
How long since he had felt the touch of a clean person? 
Jesus took the man's uncleanness upon Himself, but without 
becoming guilty of uncleanness 
Spurgeon talks of His holiness repelling the lepers uncleanness 
"Be Clean!" 
Instantly the uncleanness is gone 
His flesh is sound  
No rottenness, no raw flesh - all is sound and clean  
He can feel again 
 
How should you come to Jesus as a spiritual leper? 
Exactly the same way! 
Humbly, dependently, in faith 
It is a matter of His willingness, not of His ability! 
Come as the leper came, & He'll be willing to make you clean too 
He will touch you 
He will take your uncleanness upon Himself on the cross 
He will make His perfect life of obedience over to your account 
And He will make you clean! 
Not cut off from Him - part of His family - Highway of Holiness 
Doesn't that sound good? 
Boys and girls - you know what it is like to feel dirty inside 
To feel guilty 
You know you cannot get rid of that feeling by yourself 
You can't scrub your lungs clean 
But Jesus can and will do it for you if you come to Him now 

4. What will you do with Jesus' testimony? 
Note this was to be a testimony to the priests.  Why? 
When someone became leprous, had to go to the priests 
The priests had to examine and pronounce them unclean 
So they would know this man was a leper - they saw it 
When someone was healed, they had to go to the priests 
The priests had to perform ceremonies (Leviticus 14) 
How often were lepers completely healed? 
Not very often 

Luke 4:27 “And there were many lepers in Israel in the time of Elisha the 
prophet; and none of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the 
Syrian.”  

Yet now, suddenly, there are many lepers being healed 
Coming to the temple to have ceremonial cleansing performed 
Jesus healed lepers, 12 He sent out did too, in His name: 

Matthew 10:7 “And as you go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven 
is at hand.’ 8 “Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out 
demons. Freely you received, freely give.  

But it was well known that only God could heal a leper 
2 Kings 5:6 He brought the letter to the king of Israel, saying, “And now 
as this letter comes to you, behold, I have sent Naaman my servant to 
you, that you may cure him of his leprosy.” 7 When the king of Israel 
read the letter, he tore his clothes and said, “Am I God, to kill and to 
make alive, that this man is sending word to me to cure a man of his 
leprosy? But consider now, and see how he is seeking a quarrel against 
me.”  

So what were the priests to make of this stream of cleansed lepers 
coming to the temple? 
Who could it be that is healing them all? Only God 
And yet it was Jesus 
So who is this Jesus? 
 
And that is the question for you this morning too 
He healed blind, deaf. lame, mute as the prophets said the Savior 
would do 
He cleansed lepers, which only God was able to do 
Who do you think He is? 
And if He is God and there is heaven and hell,  
Shouldn't you act on that?  What if leper hadn't come? 
 
And that is the wonderful thing about Christmas! 
God took a human nature, was born as a baby 
So that He could live a life of obedience in our place 
Die our eternal death as He hung on the cross 
And because He is willing  
He can reach out and touch sinners like you and me 
And take away the foul, filthy rottenness of our sin 
And make us clean 
If we will come to Him on His terms and trust Him alone to do it 
Why not come? 


