
“Laboring for the Gospel” 
(Acts 18:1-4)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Review.   

1.  We’ve seen Paul’s efforts to evangelize and his resolve to continue no matter what the 
obstacles.   
a.  He had preached the Gospel in Thessalonica, where the Jews severely persecuted 

him.   
b.  But he continued on.   

(i)  The brethren protected Paul and Silas by sending them away to Berea.   
(ii)  Here the Gospel had a much better reception, with the Jews actually listening 

and searching the Scriptures to see if what Paul said was true.   
(iii)  This is the kind of reception we want to see, that makes the persecution all 

worthwhile.   
 

c.  But when the Thessalonian Jews heard, they came to Berea and began stirring up the 
crowds there.   
(i)  The brethren had to send Paul away to Athens alone.   
(ii)  While Silas and Timothy were to come to him as soon as they could.   
 

2.  Last time, we saw Paul’s ministry at Athens.   
a.  There were Jews there, as well as God-fearing Gentiles; Paul reasoned with them, 

seeking to convince them of the truth of the Gospel.   
b.  But Luke especially drew our attention to Paul’s presentation of the Gospel to the 

pagan philosophers on Mars Hill.   
(i)  He showed us something of Paul’s method of reaching those with no background 

in Judeo-Christian thought.   
(ii)  Undoubtedly the Spirit led Luke to record this as an example to the church of 

how to reach those furthest from Christ.   
(a)  Beginning with the nature of God (it’s so important to have an accurate 

understanding of God), he moved to His sovereignty (His power and authority, 
His benevolence, His justice), then to His mercy in the Gospel of Christ (there 
is mercy to be had in the cross).   

(b)  This is how we must approach the lost in our culture today – we can no longer 
assume our hearers have a Christian background.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  But after he was there a short while, he left Athens.   
a.  Apparently it wasn’t because of persecution this time – perhaps there weren’t as 

many Jews there; the Jews of Thessalonica did not pursue him that far.   
b.  There seemed to be little reception and hope of further progress in the Gospel – so 

Paul moved on.   
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c.  Paul now set his sights on Corinth:  The seat of Roman government for  Southern 
Greece, also called Achaia, noted for its wealth, luxury, and vice.   

d.  It is here that a very influential church would be planted.   
 

2.  As we consider Paul’s travels and progress, and our passage this morning, we’re again 
struck with one of the primary reasons he was able to accomplish so much in such a 
short period of time:   
a.  Yes, he was called by Christ, gifted, and had tremendous endurance, but he also 

really wanted to see Christ honored and glorified with all his being, and he wasn’t 
willing to let anything stand in his way.   

b.  We may not have everything Paul had, but we do have Christ’s call, and we can have 
this zeal, if we only seek the Lord for it.   

 
3.  This morning, let’s be encouraged by Paul’s continuing work, and how he subordinated 

everything to his desire to serve Christ.  We’ll consider two things:   
a.  First, how we should seek to promote the Gospel even through our worldly 

employments:  Paul worked to meet his needs for a greater goal.   
b.  Second, how we should further promote the Gospel as God gives us opportunity 

through the use of our gifts:  Paul used Providentially provided opportunities to reach 
out to the lost.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, we see how we should promote the Gospel even through our worldly employments.   
1.  Luke begins by introducing us to Aquila and Priscilla, whom Paul met while at Corinth:   

a.  Aquila was born in Pontus (north of Galatia).  Peter tells us that there were colonies 
of Jews who settled there in the dispersion (1 Pet. 1:1).  

b.  He had recently come from Rome, Italy, to Corinth, because Claudius had 
commanded all the Jews to leave Rome.   
(i)  The Jews were generally hated by the Romans, who tried to make life difficult 

for them when they could.   
(ii)  Henry writes, “Suetonius, in the life of Claudius, speaks of this decree in the 

ninth year of his reign, and says, The reason was because the Jews were a 
turbulent people--assiduo tumultuantes; and that it was impulsore Christo--upon 
the account of Christ; some zealous for him, others bitter against him, which 
occasioned great heats, such as gave umbrage to the government, and provoked 
the emperor, who was a timorous jealous man, to order them all to be gone.  If 
Jews persecute Christians, it is not strange if heathens persecute them both” 
(Commentary).   

(iii)  We don’t know for certain that Aquila and Priscilla were Christians when they 
left Rome or when Paul met them – though they probably were, since Jews 
converted on the Day of Pentecost returned to Rome to plant a church there – but 
we do know that even if they were Christians, the Romans still would have 
banished them since the Romans weren’t able to distinguish between Jews and 
Christians.   
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c.  But now having made their home in Corinth and having set up shop, they were 
practicing their trade:  making tents.   

 
2.  Paul was also a tent-maker by trade, so he began working with them.   

a.  It’s interesting that the Jews were committed to the principle that their children 
should have some means to support themselves when other means fail.   
(i)  Henry writes, “Dr. Lightfoot shows that it was the custom of the Jews to bring up 

their children to some trade, yea, though they gave them learning or estates.  
Rabbi Judah says, ‘He that teaches not his son a trade is as if he taught him to be a 
thief.’  And another says, ‘He that has a trade in his hand is as a vineyard that is 
fenced’” (Commentary).   

(ii)  Paul was raised up in Jewish learning under Gamaliel, yet he was also trained in 
the craft of making tents.  Here we see how this trade served him.   

(iii)  By way of practical encouragement, as parents we should make sure that our 
children leave our homes either equipped with something they can do to earn a 
living, either by teaching them one ourselves – if we’re capable – or by helping 
them to get the training they need.   

 
b.  This passage also has missionary implications.  You probably recognize that it is 

often looked at as one way of doing missionary work:   
(i)  We call some missionaries, tent makers, because they do some kind of work to 

get into a foreign country that won’t allow missionaries.   
(ii)  This wasn’t Paul’s situation, though there is nothing wrong with this.   
(iii)  If the apostles could preach the Gospel against the will of the leaders of Israel – 

we must obey God rather than men (Acts 5:29) – then missionaries can follow this 
pattern as well.   

(iv)  The biggest problem we face in applying this is not whether or not we should 
break the laws of man, but whether we’re willing to pay the price if we should be 
caught doing so.   

(v)  Very few are willing, though all of us are called to lay down our lives to serve 
the Lord.   

 
c.  Other missionaries do “tent-making” to provide their own living, so as not to have to 

raise money through deputation, and preach the Gospel as they have opportunity.   
(i)  This is more of what Paul was doing here.   

(a)  He wasn’t ashamed to do this work, even though he was an apostle – it wasn’t 
beneath his dignity – he was willing to do whatever he must to further the 
Gospel.   

(b)  He worked to meet his own needs, so as not to be a burden to the churches (2 
Thes. 3:8, 9).   

(c)  He worked so as not to create a stumbling block – to offer the Gospel without 
cost – though he had the right to earn his living from the Gospel (1 Cor. 9:6-7).  
By doing this he was further able to advance the Gospel among the Jews.   

(d)  While he worked, he built Aquila and Priscilla up in the faith.   
(e)  His labor even in this was for Christ, to further His cause; he didn’t have 

himself in mind:  He lived his life fully for Christ.   
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(f)  When Silas and Timothy finally arrive, he will devote himself fully to the 
proclamation of the Gospel.  This is the best situation for a missionary or any 
Christian worker – when he can devote his whole time to the work.   

(g)  But even if he couldn’t, he would still make the most of his time for Christ’s 
glory.   

 
(ii)  We too should promote the work of the Gospel through our worldly callings:  

not simply because Paul did so; Paul gives us an example, but it is recorded by 
Luke and commended by the Spirit for our imitation.   

(iii)  Our Lord tells us through Paul, “Whether then we eat or drink or whatever we 
do, do all to the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31).  If this is what we are to do in the 
smallest things, how much more the larger?   

(iv)  Our job is not just a job, but a God-given opportunity to serve the Lord, and to 
provide for our needs, so that we might be further able to serve Him.   

 
B.  Second and finally, we should further promote the Gospel as God gives us opportunity 

through the use of our gifts.   
1.  Though he had regular work during the week, he would take opportunity on the Sabbath 

to reason in the synagogues with the Jews and Greeks.   
a.  On the Sabbath, no Jew or God-fearer would be involved with their worldly 

employments, but would rest and worship.   
b.  Paul used that Providentially provided opportunity to evangelize.   

(i)  Notice, as we saw in Athens, this didn’t include simply preaching the Gospel, but 
reasoning with them and arguing from the Scripture (as we are called to be ready 
to do, from 1 Peter 3:14-16 [meditation]), that Jesus is the Lord’s Messiah, the 
One sent to save them, the only way of salvation.   

(ii)  Now he did this with those who already accepted the Scripture as God’s Word.   
(a)  We don’t often that luxury today, but need to give evidence to demonstrate its 

validity and authority, though not always:  we can simply proclaim the 
message the Spirit uses to convert.   

(b)  But if we are reasoning, we should always with our reasons declare the 
Gospel (example:  Dawkins/Lennox Debate).   

(c)  Paul reasoned with them and some were persuaded by his arguments – the 
Spirit works through the Word, not merely declared, but also argued.   

 
2.  And so through his work as tent maker and through his work as evangelist, he promoted 

the Gospel:  all his labor was focused in this direction.   
a.  This should give encouragement to any of us here who think we need to be in full-

time ministry to serve the Lord.   
b.  We can use whatever the Lord has given us to do to promote His work.   

(i)  Each job we have gives us unique opportunities that none of the rest of us have 
and resources we can use to benefit ourselves and others in the work.   

(ii)  The Lord has also given each of us gifts to use to build one another up when we 
meet together on the Lord’s Day.   

(iii)  And so let’s be encouraged this morning through this passage to direct all our 
labor toward the goal:  advancing Christ’s kingdom.  Amen.    


