
“Justified by Faith” 

(Romans 4:1-8) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  We’ve seen,  

a.  If the Lord loves you, He has loved you from all eternity.   

b.  If He has loved you from all eternity, He also chose to save and make you 

like His Son.   

c.  And if He has chosen to save you and make you like His Son, He has also 

purposed to do everything necessary to bring this about.   

 

2.  Last week, we saw that the first thing He did was to call you to Himself.   

a.  He called you by His Spirit; He called you with a voice that raised you from 

the dead, that breathed life into your soul, so that you came to Jesus.   

b.  Again, consider what a blessing this is, since the alternative was to leave you 

dead in your sins looking forward to an eternity of punishment.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  Now this call made you alive in a very particular way.   

a.  It wasn’t a call to physical life – you have to be physically alive before you 

can receive it.   

b.  It was a call to spiritual life – a call that brought with it the ability to turn 

from your sins and to trust Jesus in a saving way.   

(i)  Once He raised you to life, you were finally able to let go of your sins and 

believe in Jesus Christ.   

(ii)  You might have thought that this was something you always had the 

ability to do; but that’s not the case.   

(iii)  He gave you the ability to do this when He made you alive.   

 

c.  Once you trusted in Jesus, something else happened.   

(i)  The Lord declared you to be just – He declared you to be not guilty and 

worthy to enter into heaven.   

(ii)  We call this justification.   

 

2.  This evening, let’s consider one more blessing you can know is yours if you are 

walking with the Lord in holiness from the heart:  the blessing of justification.   

a.  We’ll look, first, at what justification is.   

b.  We’ll look, second, at the blessings justification brings.   

c.  And we’ll look, third, at how you are justified.   
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II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider what justification is:   

1.  Justification is a legal pronouncement by God that your sins are forgiven and 

that you are perfectly righteous.   

a.  It is His declaration that you have done everything that He requires of you.   

b.  It is His judgment that you have done nothing wrong.   

c.  In other words, He declares you to be perfect and so have the right to enter 

heaven.   

 

2.  How can the Lord make this declaration, when it’s not actually true of you?   

a.  Rome considers the Protestant view of justification to be a legal fiction – a 

figment of our warped view of Scripture.   

b.  They believe God can’t declare you to be just unless you are in fact 

personally just.   

c.  But is that what Scripture says?   

(i)  Paul writes in our passage, “Now to the one who works, his wage is not 

credited as a favor, but as what is due.  But to the one who does not work, 

but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited as 

righteousness” (Rom. 4:4-5).   

(ii)  God does not declare the righteous to be just, but the unrighteous – those 

who are personally imperfect.   

 

d.  How can God do this and still be righteous?  Shall not the Judge of all the 

earth judge rightly?  Of course.   

(i)  He can because, even though you are not perfect in yourself, you are in 

Jesus.   

(a)  Jesus died to take away your sins.   

(b)  He obeyed to provide you with a perfect righteousness.   

 

(ii)  When you trust Jesus to save you, what He did becomes yours – God 

credits the His work to your account, so that you are just.   

 

B.  Second, let’s consider the blessings justification brings.   

1.  First, it brings salvation and everything that comes with it.   

a.  It brings eternal life.   

(i)  Your faith and repentance and His declaration that you are righteous 

means that you are reconciled with God – you are no longer enemies.   

(ii)  Now you are in a loving relationship with God:  Jesus says that this is 

eternal life:  to know God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit – and to know 

Jesus Christ – who is the eternal Son in human flesh, our Mediator (John 

17:3).   

 

b.  It brings you into God’s family.   

(i)  Once you are perfected, reconciled, and brought into this loving 

relationship, the Lord adopts you into His family.   
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(ii)  Paul writes, “But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His 

Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, so that He might redeem those 

who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons” 

(Gal. 4:4-5).   

 

c.  And it gives you title to the kingdom of heaven:   

(i)  As sons and daughters, you become His heirs.   

(ii)  “The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God, 

and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if 

indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him” 

(Rom. 8:16-17).   

 

2.  Justification not only brings blessings in the life to come, it brings blessing now.   

a.  It gives you peace of conscience.   

(i)  The blessing of knowing your sins have really been forgiven.   

(ii)  One of the reasons the Old Testament sacrifices were continually offered 

was that they couldn’t provide forgiveness.  The author to the Hebrews 

writes, “For the Law, since it has only a shadow of the good things to 

come and not the very form of things, can never, by the same sacrifices 

which they offer continually year by year, make perfect those who draw 

near.  Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be offered, because the 

worshipers, having once been cleansed, would no longer have had 

consciousness of sins?  But in those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins 

year by year.  For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take 

away sins” (Heb. 10:1-4).   

(iii)  But what they couldn’t do, Jesus did, “Every priest stands daily 

ministering and offering time after time the same sacrifices, which can 

never take away sins; but He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all 

time, SAT DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD, waiting from that 

time onward UNTIL HIS ENEMIES BE MADE A FOOTSTOOL FOR 

HIS FEET.  For by one offering He has perfected for all time those who 

are sanctified” (Heb. 10:11-14).   

(iv)  If your conscience condemns you, you can look to the cross of Christ, 

for there all your sins were laid on Jesus and there He laid down His life to 

free you from them once and for all.   

 

b.  The fact that your sins are forgiven also gives you a real assurance that you 

are safe.   

(i)  If God has justified you, nothing in heaven or earth can condemn you.   

(ii)  Satan may accuse you, but he won’t be able to make that charge stick.  

Paul writes, “What then shall we say to these things?  If God is for us, who 

is against us?  He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over 

for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things?  Who 

will bring a charge against God’s elect?  God is the one who justifies; 

who is the one who condemns?  Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather 
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who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for 

us” (Rom. 8:31-34).   

(iii)  It will be with you as it was with Joshua the high priest:  we read in 

Zechariah 3:1-2, “Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing 

before the angel of the LORD, and Satan standing at his right hand to 

accuse him.  The LORD said to Satan, ‘The LORD rebuke you, Satan!  

Indeed, the LORD who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you!  Is this not a 

brand plucked from the fire?’”   

 

(iv)  Does this mean you won’t remember the sins you committed in this life 

or ever feel shame that you have?  No.   

(a)  You will as long as you’re here – but that’s not necessarily a bad 

thing:  you should always be humbled by your sins.   

(b)  But you should never let yourself feel condemned by them – to do so 

is not to believe what God has done for you in Jesus.   

 

C.  Finally, let’s consider how you are justified:  Paul says you are justified in the 

same way as Abraham:  by faith.   

1.  You are not justified by your works.   

a.  If you were, part of the glory for your salvation would belong to you; if 

justification had anything to do with your works, then God would owe it to 

you, at least in part.   

b.  But He doesn’t owe you anything – justification is from first to last the work 

of God – it is all of His grace – and so the glory belongs to Him.  Paul writes, 

“What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh, 

has found?  For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast 

about, but not before God.  . . .  Now to the one who works, his wage is not 

credited as a favor, but as what is due” (Rom. 4:1-2, 4).   

 

2.  You are not justified by your works, but by faith.   

a.  Paul writes, “For what does the Scripture say?  ‘ABRAHAM BELIEVED 

GOD, AND IT WAS CREDITED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS’” (v. 3).   

b.  He continues in verses 5-8, “But to the one who does not work, but believes 

in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited as righteousness, just as 

David also speaks of the blessing on the man to whom God credits 

righteousness apart from works:  ‘BLESSED ARE THOSE WHOSE 

LAWLESS DEEDS HAVE BEEN FORGIVEN, AND WHOSE SINS HAVE 

BEEN COVERED.  BLESSED IS THE MAN WHOSE SIN THE LORD 

WILL NOT TAKE INTO ACCOUNT.’”   

 

3.  But since you are justified by faith, does that mean you can take credit, at least 

for that faith?  Is faith a kind of work you can do that God will take note of and 

justify you on account of?  No.   

a.  Remember what we saw last week, “And you were dead in your trespasses 

and sins” (Eph. 2:1).   
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(i)  Before you receive God’s grace, you were spiritually dead:  dead to the 

things of the Lord; unable to do anything good (Rom. 3:12).   

(ii)  You could not believe, you could not trust, you could not receive Jesus as 

your Savior.   

 

b.  But when He quickened you to life, you could, “But God, being rich in 

mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we 

were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ . . .  For 

by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is 

the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast” (vv. 4-5, 

8-9).   

(i)  Once He made you alive, you couldn’t help but believe.   

(ii)  Faith is His gift – a gift that enables you to see Jesus as He is, that gives 

you the ability to embrace Him and receive Him as your Lord and Savior – 

it’s not something you have or do apart from His grace.  That’s why you 

should give Him all the glory for it – salvation is from first to last His 

work.   

(iii)  If you love the Lord, if you are trusting His Son Jesus, if you are 

walking in the commandments of God because you really love them and 

want to, then you are justified.   

(a)  You are a child of God, an heir of heaven; you are safe.   

(b)  In a few moments, we’ll have the opportunity to remember why we 

are at the Lord’s Table.   

 

c.  But let me close by saying this:   

(i)  If you don’t know this blessing this evening, if you haven’t trusted in 

Jesus, then do so now.   

(a)  If you will – if you will turn from your sins and place your whole hope 

of heaven on Jesus – He will receive you.   

(b)  He will take your sins away; He will give you His righteousness; He 

will save you.   

(c)  If that’s what you want, come to Him now.   

 

(ii)  If you find that you can’t, then pray.   

(a)  Pray that He might reveal His grace and mercy to you.   

(b)  Pray that He might change your heart.   

(c)  If you don’t come to Him, you will perish.   

(d)  But if you do, you will find grace.   

(e)  He says to you, “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and 

I will give you rest” (Matt. 11:28).   

(f)  Come to Him, and live.  Amen.   
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