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Why does the Lord bless unbelievers?  Why does He give them spouses, children, 
and friends?  Why does He give them food and clothing, and houses?  Why does He even 
make some of them rich, especially when in the end, if they don’t repent and turn to Christ, 
He will punish them forever in hell?  The answer is He does it because of His people.  He 
must preserve the world; He must keep it going and provide for those who live in it, if He 
is eventually to gather all of His people together in Christ through the preaching of the 
Gospel.  Of course, the Lord does this because He is good and gracious.  It is His nature to 
be benevolent to all men.  But the main reason He shows benevolence is for this purpose.  
Just think of what would happen if He only took care of His own, but not the rest of the 
people in this world.  One of the things that both Christians and non-Christians alike were 
afraid would happen when Y2K took place was that if all the computers stopped working 
properly, and the production, distribution and sales of food and other supplies all slowed 
down or stopped completely, there would be mass rioting, looting and probably killing.  
There were some, even among the Christian leaders of our time, who thought that this 
might possibly be the end of civilization, as we know it.  Thankfully, they were wrong.  
That wasn’t God’s plan.  Of course, this goodness and provision God gives all men isn’t 
enough to stop all the wars in this world.  Even if everyone had everything they needed, 
there would still be war because man is never satisfied.  He always wants more.  But the 
point is the world would be much worse than it is if the Lord didn’t provide something for 
the needs of all the people.  To preserve it, to keep it going, He must take care of those 
who are in it, so that He can gather His elect people out of all those who have been and are 
yet to be born.  We usually call this goodness of God, common grace.  The reason He gives 
it is because of what His Son has done and for the sake of those whom He has yet to give 
to His Son.   

Now the reason I bring this up is because we have an excellent illustration of this in 
our passage this evening in the life of Joseph.  You’ll remember that Joseph’s brothers 
hated him because he was their father’s favorite son, so much so that they sold him as a 
slave into the land of Egypt.  But at the same time we need to remember that the Lord had 
planned that this would happen, so that He could eventually provide for Jacob’s family 
during the famine that was coming and until the time He was ready to bring them into the 
land of Promise.  This is the reason we will see the Lord prosper Joseph and Potiphar’s 
household while he was there, the reason why the Lord will prosper Joseph and the prison 
while he was there, and why the Lord will eventually prosper Egypt as a whole for those 
seven years before the famine, and for the many hundreds of years following – it was so 
that He could provide for His church, which at that time was located in the household of 
Jacob.  Now this evening, I want us to see two things:  1) First, how the Lord prospered 
Potiphar’s house for the sake of Joseph, and 2) second, how He prospered Joseph’s work in 
prison, again for Joseph’s sake.  The Lord did this to prepare the way for His people to stay 
in Egypt.   

First, let’s look at how the Lord prospered Joseph and Potiphar’s household for the 
sake of Joseph.  We read that the Ishmaelites who bought Joseph, took him down into 
Egypt and sold him to Potiphar, the captain of Pharaoh’s bodyguard.  The fact that he was 
sold to such an important official is significant because it determines the prison into which 
Joseph will later be thrown.  But we read that the Lord prospered Joseph.  He became a 
very successful man (v. 2).  And Potiphar saw how the Lord caused everything he did to 
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prosper.  And so Potiphar made Joseph his personal servant.  He made him overseer of his 
house, and eventually put everything he owned under his charge.  When that happened, the 
Lord began to bless everything that Potiphar had, both in his house and in his field.  
Potiphar trusted Joseph so much that he didn’t take care about anything, except his own 
food.  He left everything in Joseph’s hands.  Here his brothers had conspired against him to 
kill him.  They even sold him as a slave into Egypt.  But the Lord was with him, and He 
showed Joseph that He was through the blessings that He was giving to him.   

Now one thing we should beware of thinking here is that somehow this kind of 
blessing is the way in which a person can know that God is with him.  We often think that 
when everything is going well, it’s a sign that we are the Lord’s, that we are His children.  
It’s a sign to us, in other words, that we’re saved and that God is happy with our lives, with 
what we’re doing.  Sometimes this can be true, but it isn’t always.  Jesus tells us that 
generally it is not the rich, but the poor who are blessed (Luke 6:20).  The Christian, 
usually, will not be loved, but hated by the world (John 15:18; 16:33), and that many times 
the Christian will suffer more than he will experience rejoicing.  Let me give you just one 
example of this, an example of a true believer, who, when he considered the prosperity of 
the wicked and his own difficulties, almost fell.  The psalmist writes in Psalm 73:  “Surely 
God is good to Israel, to those who are pure in heart!  But as for me, my feet came close to 
stumbling; my steps had almost slipped.  For I was envious of the arrogant, as I saw the 
prosperity of the wicked.  For there are no pains in their death; and their body is fat.  They 
are not in trouble as other men; nor are they plagued like mankind.  Therefore pride is their 
necklace; the garment of violence covers them.  Their eye bulges from fatness; the 
imaginations of their heart run riot.  They mock, and wickedly speak of oppression; they 
speak from on high.  They have set their mouth against the heavens, and their tongue 
parades through the earth.  Therefore his people return to this place; and waters of 
abundance are drunk by them.  And they say, ‘How does God know?  And is there 
knowledge with the Most High?’  Behold, these are the wicked; and always at ease, they 
have increased in wealth.  Surely in vain I have kept my heart pure, and washed my hands 
in innocence; for I have been stricken all day long, and chastened every morning” (Psalm 
73:1-14).  Does it sound to you from what the psalmist says here that all believers have a 
blessed life?  Does it sound like all of them even have an easy time?  No.  He almost fell 
away from the Lord because to him it looked like just the opposite – he thought God’s 
people should be more blessed and the wicked should have a more difficult time.  But the 
point is, for most Christians, life is hard.  It’s a life of struggling against the world, the 
flesh and the devil.  Certainly there are some who have a great deal of peace and blessing 
in the world.  But for the most part, it is a life of suffering.  The Christian doesn’t get his 
reward down here, but up above, and those who suffer most like their Lord will be 
rewarded the most.  This doesn’t mean that there isn’t any blessing.  The Lord promises 
that He will meet our needs.  He also promises to give us fellowship with Him, that we 
might have His peace.  But we can’t use outward prosperity as a means for determining 
whether we are in God’s favor or not.  Sadly, there are many professing Christians who do.  
They set out looking for God’s favor in material blessings, but never find it.  The Lord 
wasn’t blessing Joseph just to strengthen his assurance that the Lord was with him, 
although I’m sure that it helped.  Rather, He was doing this to prepare Joseph for the next 
step, the step into prison, when Potiphar’s wife turned a lustful eye on him.   

And this brings us secondly to how the Lord prospers Joseph in prison and the 
prison on account of Joseph.  We read in verse 6 that Joseph was “handsome in form and 
appearance,” something which is so important to our society today.  And because of his 
new position as the head of Potiphar’s house, it brought him closer to the eyes of his 
master’s wife.  Now when she saw him, she looked at him with desire.  She lusted after 
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him, and wanted him to lie with her (v. 7).  We need to realize that this would have been a 
great temptation to Joseph.  We don’t know what this woman looked like – as you know 
temptations of this kind come primarily through the eyes – but we do know that she had 
the power to make life easy or hard for him, and this surely must have made this 
temptation difficult.  For most people in our culture there wouldn’t have been any 
question.  They would give into it to protect their position, or just for the pleasure it might 
bring.  But Joseph couldn’t allow himself this option.  To lie with her would not only be to 
sin against her husband who had been so kind to him, but more seriously, it would have 
been to sin against God.  And so Joseph resisted it day after day.  Finally there came a day 
when Joseph went into the house and there were no other men there.  Potiphar’s wife saw 
her chance, and she grabbed Joseph by his garment and tried to compel him to lie with her.  
But Joseph left his garment in her hand and ran.  I don’t think he did this so much because 
he didn’t trust himself, but because he knew he couldn’t trust her.  The best way to deal 
with temptations of this kind is simply to stay as far away from them as you can.  It’s much 
better to run away from this kind of sin, than to enjoy its few moments of pleasure only to 
have to live with the reality that you have committed a very terrible and serious sin against 
God.  But this wasn’t the end of it.  When Potiphar’s wife saw what Joseph had done, she 
became angry and wanted revenge.  And so she called to the men of her house, showed 
them Joseph’s garment, and accused him of being the instigator.  She also showed it to her 
husband, who then had Joseph thrown into prison, because he believed her story.   

But that wasn’t the end of the story, only another chapter in it.  What happened to 
Joseph wasn’t a good thing, but the Lord did bring good out of it.  While he was there, the 
Lord again blessed Joseph.  He made it so that the chief jailer would like him.  The chief 
jailer then put all the prisoners under Joseph’s care.  Eventually, he became responsible for 
everything that was done in the prison.  And whatever Joseph did, the Lord made him 
prosper.  Again we see the blessing of the Lord on Joseph’s life because of what the Lord 
was about to do for His people.  But I want you to notice one very important item, one that 
I mentioned at the beginning.  Because of Potiphar’s position as the captain of Pharaoh’s 
bodyguard, he had the privilege of putting his prisoners into the same jail where the king 
would put his.  Notice verse 20, “So Joseph’s master took him and put him into the jail, the 
place where the king’s prisoners were confined; and he was there in the jail.”  Why was 
this verse added?  It was added to set the scene for what would happen next.  While he was 
confined in this prison, Joseph would interpret the dreams of the chief cupbearer and the 
chief baker, which would in turn lead to his interpreting Pharaoh’s dream, which would 
lead to his rise to power in Egypt.  This shows us again that God was in control of the 
circumstances.  He put Joseph in Potiphar’s house and allowed the lust of his wife to turn 
on Joseph, so that Joseph would be right where the Lord needed him to be, to save His 
people, to eventually save us, through His Son Jesus Christ.   

Everything that goes on in this world is for the sake of God’s work of salvation.  
He gives good gifts to whom He will, He blesses whom He will, and He works all the 
things that He does together for good in the lives of His people for this one end – the 
salvation of His elect people and the glorification of His Son.  God saved us not only 
because of what Jesus did, but so that He might give us to Him as a reward for His work.  
And He blesses the world as He does so that He can make sure that we will all come safely 
into it and that He might gather everyone of us together to give to His Son.  The work of 
salvation is why all of this happens.  And this is why we should also aim our lives at 
promoting this same work, through our prayers, our witnessing, our giving, and especially 
through our becoming like Jesus.  God blesses the world for the sake of His Son and for 
our sake.  Let us also become a blessing to the world and to our Lord Jesus through our 
obedience to Him.  Amen.   


