
“Jesus Pays the Penalty for Our Sins” 
(Matthew 27:27-61) 

 
 
 

This morning, we come to the climax of the Gospel of Matthew, the main reason 
for which Jesus Christ came into the world – He came to lay His life down, to die on the 
cross, so that He might pay for our sins.  Everything in this Gospel, really everything in the 
Bible, has been leading up to this point.  This event, which was in God’s mind from all 
eternity and eternally a part of His plan, something which He first told us about when He 
pronounced the curse against the serpent, was now about to take place.  Jesus was about to 
crush the head of the serpent, but to do so, He would need to give up His own life.  Jesus 
knew this was His Father’s plan.  He knew this is why He was sent into the world.  This is 
why, as we saw last week, He didn’t do anything to try and stop Pilate from condemning 
Him to death.   

Now what I want us to consider this morning are two things:  First, that Jesus, in 
going to the cross, was fulfilling His Father’s will, the things that He revealed by the 
prophets many years before, but second, that Jesus, when He fulfilled these things, did so 
for us, for those of us who have trusted in Him.  And so as I go through this passage and 
we see how Jesus was scourged and mocked and crucified, and then how He willingly 
gave up His life and died, I want us to remember that He did all these things for us.   

Let’s consider first, then, that Jesus was scourged and mocked for His Father and 
for us.  We read that Jesus was scourged in verse 26.  If we didn’t pay close attention, we 
might have missed it entirely.  It almost seems like Matthew mentions it only in passing.  
But I assure you, for Jesus it wasn’t an insignificant thing.  When a man was scourged, he 
was tied to a post and then beaten on his back with a whip – a wooden rod with several 
strips of leather, each with something to weight the end.  Generally the person being beaten 
would be whipped no more than forty times, and usually thirty-nine times – one less than 
forty – as an act of mercy.  This would have the effect of shredding the flesh on a man’s 
back, causing, as you might imagine, a great deal of pain.  Jesus was scourged.  He was 
scourged for us.  He was beaten because this is what our sins deserved.  This is what we 
deserved, but Jesus took this in our place.   

After this, Jesus was delivered to be crucified.  But before that happened, the 
soldiers thought they would have a little fun with Jesus.  Since He claimed to be the King 
of the Jews, they thought they would treat Him as one.  First, they put a scarlet robe on 
Him.  Scarlet was a royal color, a color used in the Tabernacle, one used for purification 
rituals.  Jesus was dressed in scarlet by the soldiers because they were pretending He was a 
king.  But He was dressed in scarlet also because He was there to purify us of our sins.  
Then they wove a crown out of thorns and put it on His head, and put a reed in His hand 
for a scepter.  Then they knelt down mockingly and said, “Hail, King of the Jews!”  And 
they spit on Him, and took the reed out of His hand and beat Him on the head with it.  
Then, when they were done with this evil ritual, they took the robe off and put His clothes 
back on, and then led Him away to be crucified.  Now needless to say this wouldn’t have 
been a very pleasant experience.  The scourging would have left scars on His back for life.  
The mocking, scars on His soul, if He were an ordinary man.  But He knew that this wasn’t 
for nothing.  It was for our salvation.  Therefore, He willingly bore it for us.   

Now if this had been all they had done to Jesus, that would have been bad enough, 
but this was only the beginning.  However, before we move on I want you to see that this is 
what Jesus said would happen to Him through His prophets many years ago.  Isaiah wrote, 
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“I gave My back to those who strike Me, and My cheeks to those who pluck out the beard; 
I did not cover My face from humiliation and spitting.  For the Lord God helps Me, 
therefore, I am not disgraced; therefore, I have set My face like flint, and I know that I will 
not be ashamed” (Is. 50:6-7).  “Just as many were astonished at you, My people, so His 
appearance was marred more than any man and His form more than the sons of men” 
(52:14).  David, writing about his own experiences as they were Providentially ordered to 
foreshadow the Messiah, said, “But at my stumbling they rejoiced and gathered themselves 
together; the smiters whom I did not know gathered together against me, they slandered me 
without ceasing.  Like godless jesters at a feast, they gnashed at me with their teeth” (Ps. 
35:15-16).  All these things were done to fulfill the Scripture.  All of them were done to set 
us free from our sins.   

Now when they were done, they led Jesus away, outside the city, in order to crucify 
Him.  This happened because of the kind of offering Jesus was making and fulfilling – the 
sin offering.  In the Old Covenant sacrificial system, after the priest had prepared the bull 
of the sin offering and made an atonement with its blood, he would take it outside the 
camp and burn it (Lev. 4:21).  Jesus had been rejected by His own people (Matt. 27:22; 
John 1:11).  He had been condemned by the Romans.  And now He was being led outside 
the city, that He might sanctify His people – that He might wash away our sins – through 
His own blood (Heb. 13:12).  And remember, this wasn’t done to Jesus merely to fulfill 
prophecy.  Certainly the fact that these things were done to Him proves that He is the 
Messiah.  The fact that Scripture accurately predicted these events hundreds of years 
before they happened also proves that this is God’s Word.  But the reason why they were 
predicted, and the reason why Jesus suffered as He did, was for our salvation.  God loved 
us so much, He was willing to sacrifice His only Son that He might save us and keep us for 
all eternity.  And Jesus loved His Father and us so much, that He was willing to make this 
sacrifice.   

But this isn’t all that happened.  Jesus wasn’t just scourged and mocked; He was 
also crucified to fulfill the Scriptures and to save us from our sins.  As they were going out 
of the city, they found a man from Cyrene, whose name was Simon, and they compelled 
him to carry the cross (v. 32).  Apparently, Jesus was so weakened by the scourging, the 
loss of blood, and the abuse from the Roman soldiers that He wasn’t able to carry it all the 
way to where He would be crucified.  And so they made someone else carry it the rest of 
the way to Golgotha – so named because the rocks on its southern side are shaped like a 
skull – an appropriate place to kill condemned criminals.  Here they gave Jesus wine to 
drink, mixed with gall.  This wine, which was actually sour wine or vinegar, mixed with 
gall or myrrh, was given to those about to be crucified as an act of mercy to dull their pain.  
When Jesus tasted it and knew what it was, He refused to drink it.  He didn’t want His 
senses dulled or the pain of crucifixion lessened, so that He might fully endure the cup that 
His Father had given Him to drink.  And then they crucified Him.  Crucifixion, as you 
know, is a very painful death.  When a man was crucified, his hands and his feet were 
nailed to a large wooden cross, where he would hang in agonizing pain until he died.  It 
was not only a painful death, but also a bloody one, as the blood would continue to flow as 
long as the person writhed in pain on the cross, opening and reopening his wounds that 
held him there.  But this is the death by which Messiah had to die.  Again David writes in 
Psalm 69:21, “They also gave me gall for my food and for my thirst they gave me vinegar 
to drink,” and in Psalm 22:16, “For dogs have surrounded me; a band of evildoers has 
encompassed me; they pierced my hands and my feet.”  This is the reason why when the 
children of Israel sinned and were bitten by the fiery serpents, that the Lord had Moses 
make a bronze serpent and put it on a pole, so that those who looked to it, believing in the 
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promise of God, would be made well.  Jesus said, “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up; so that whoever believes will in Him 
have eternal life” (John 3:14-15).  Jesus was lifted up on a cross to die a bloody death, not 
only to fulfill the prophecies and types of the Old Testament, but to make an atonement for 
our sins.   

After they crucified Him, they divided up His garments by casting lots for them.  
David writes in Psalm 22, “They divide my garments among them, and for my clothing 
they cast lots” (v. 18).  Then they sat down to keep watch over Him, to make sure that no 
one would rescue Him until He was dead.  And they placed a sign above His head that 
named the charge against Him, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews” (v. 37).  When the 
chief priests saw this, they came to Pilate and said, “‘Do not write, “The King of the 
Jews”; but that He said, “I am King of the Jews.”’  Pilate answered, ‘What I have written I 
have written’” (John 19:21-22).  It was the usual custom to put the charge against the 
prisoner above his head when he was crucified to add to his shame.  In this case, God 
overruled that custom so that it revealed His Son’s honor.  This charge was tantamount to 
saying that Jesus was the Messiah.  There were also two other men who were crucified 
with Jesus, both robbers.  Isaiah writes, “And [He] was numbered with the transgressors” 
(53:12).  He was considered to be a common criminal by men, so that we might be 
considered to be saints by God.  It was one of these men that Jesus would later acquit, 
when he asked Jesus to remember him when He came into His kingdom.  On the cross, the 
One who was judged began to judge, and He set a man free from his sins, because he 
trusted in Him.   

But the Jews weren’t satisfied with this.  Scourging, mocking and crucifixion 
weren’t enough.  Some began to pass by to mock Him.  They shook their heads at Him.  
They said, “Since You are able to destroy the Temple and rebuild it in three days, come 
down now.  Save Yourself, if You truly are God’s Son.  If You do, we’ll believe in You.  If 
You really trust in God, and He is pleased with You, let Him deliver You now.”  The 
robbers also made fun of Him (vv. 39-44).  But again, this was to fulfill the Scriptures.  
David writes in Psalm 22:6-8, “But I am a worm and not a man, a reproach of men and 
despised by the people.  All who see me sneer at me; they separate with the lip, they wag 
the head, saying, ‘Commit yourself to the Lord; let Him deliver him; let Him rescue him, 
because He delights in him” (Cf. Ps. 31:11-13; 35:15-21; 109:25).  I would remind you 
that these words were written by David hundreds of years before this event took place, but 
yet he spoke about it with amazing accuracy.  Jesus was despised, crucified and ridiculed 
to fulfill the Scriptures.  But He also went though all these things to bring us salvation, 
because He loved us.  The author of the book of Hebrews wrote, “[Jesus] for the joy set 
before Him endured the cross” (12:2).  He endured the cross, not because He enjoyed 
suffering, but for the joy set before Him – the joy of obeying His Father and the joy of 
saving us to be His people.   

Jesus was scourged; He was mocked; and He was crucified to fulfill His Father’s 
will and to save us.  But He also endured God’s wrath on the cross to save us.  We read 
that there was darkness on all the land from the sixth hour until the ninth hour, which was 
from about noon until three in the afternoon, a very unusual time for the sky to be dark.  It 
is believed that it was at this time that the Father laid on Jesus our sins, and He became our 
sin-bearer.  It was also at this time that Jesus suffered His Father’s wrath, that He suffered 
hell – separation from God – as our sin-bearer, as the One who took our place in judgment.  
This was the worst part of His suffering.  This is why He was sweating great drops of 
blood in the garden as He looked forward to His sufferings (Luke 22:44).  It wasn’t for the 
pain of the whipping or the mocking or even that of the crucifixion.  It was because He was 
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looking forward to the hell He would suffer on the cross, and the thought of it made Him 
shrink back in terror.  This is what we would have had to suffer for all eternity, if Jesus 
hadn’t been willing to suffer this for us, so great is His love towards us.  But notice that at 
the end of the darkness, Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “My God, My God, why have 
You forsaken Me” (v. 46; cf. Ps. 22:1)?  This not only pointed His hearers to His 
fulfillment of the 22nd Psalm, but it was also an expression of Christ’s relationship to His 
Father at that moment.  His Father had forsaken Him – not as the eternal Son of God, for 
that fellowship can never be broken, but as Christ the man.  Jesus bore our sins in His body 
on the tree (1 Pet. 2:24), and in doing so, became sin for us, that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him (2 Cor. 5:21).  When that happened, His fellowship with His 
Father was broken.  Since Jesus loved Him with all His heart, it was a terrible thing to have 
to endure.  And yet at the same time we realize that even though this was true, Jesus was 
still aware that the Father was His God.  He still trusted that His Father was going to bring 
Him through this.  He knew that He had not forsaken Him because of the sin He bore.  He 
knew that the hand that was chastening Him for those sins still loved Him.  He cried out, 
“My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?”  God was punishing Jesus for our sins, 
and this is why the skies were dark for judgment (Cf. Is. 50:3; Amos 8:9).   

But finally, Jesus died and was buried according to the Scriptures and to save us 
from our sins.  When those who were standing around the cross had heard what Jesus said, 
some thought He was calling for Elijah.  It was prophesied that God would send Elijah 
before the “great and terrible day of the Lord” (Mal. 4:5).  They believed that He would 
come as the forerunner to the Messiah, to announce His arrival.  They wanted to see if 
Elijah was going to come and save Him.  This would certainly prove who He was.  This 
may also be why they decided at that time to give Jesus some vinegar to drink.  If He was 
the Messiah, they wanted Him to live long enough for Elijah to save Him.  But this drink 
of sour wine was the last thing needed to complete the work of Christ on the cross (Ps. 
69:21).  When Jesus received it, He “cried out again with a loud voice, and yielded up His 
spirit” (v. 50).  What did He say?  John tells us, “Therefore when Jesus had received the 
sour wine, He said, ‘It is finished!’  And He bowed His head and gave up His spirit” (John 
19:30), and Luke writes, “And Jesus, crying out with a loud voice, said, ‘Father, into Your 
hands I commit My spirit.’  And having said this, He breathed His last” (Luke 23:46).  
Jesus’ work was done.  All that was left was to die.  And so Jesus willingly let go of His 
life and yielded His spirit – His human spirit – into the hands of His Father.  Some 
commentators believe that Jesus cried out with a loud voice to show those around Him that 
they hadn’t taken His life.  He was still very much alive.  But He willingly gave it to save 
His people from their sins.  Daniel tells us that after the sixty-ninth week, in the middle of 
the seventieth week, Messiah was to be cut off and have nothing (9:26).  Jesus was cut off 
and appeared to have nothing, at least nothing in the eyes of men.  But in the eyes of His 
Father, He had loved and obeyed Him perfectly, even to the point of death, and so He had 
a great reward to look forward to.   

Now when this took place, something else very interesting happened.  The veil of 
the Temple was torn from top to bottom.  The earth began to shake and the rocks split.  
And the tombs were opened, and many of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised to 
life.  Jesus had fulfilled everything that the Old Covenant sacrificial system was pointing 
to, and so the Father tore the veil which separated the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies 
to signal the end of the Old Covenant system and the bringing in of the New (See Is. 25:6-
9).  The saints were also raised as a sign of what the death of Messiah had brought – life 
from the dead.  But notice they didn’t come out until His resurrection.  It’s most likely that 
they weren’t raised until after He was raised.  But it’s certain that they didn’t come out of 
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their tombs until after He had, because He was to be the first fruits of the resurrection (1 
Cor. 15:23).  There were others who were raised by Christ during His ministry and in the 
Old Covenant.  But those were raised to die again.  These were a part of the first 
resurrection, and as such, some believe that they never died again.  We read that they went 
into the city and appeared to many.  We don’t know to whom they appeared or for how 
long, but we do know that they did this as a testimony to who Jesus was and what He had 
brought.   

Now the last thing we see is the burial of Jesus.  After Jesus died, the centurion and 
those who were with him guarding Him, when they saw everything that was happening, 
confessed that He truly was the Son of God (v. 54).  Things like these don’t happen 
everyday.  And when they happened, these men knew that there was something special 
about Jesus.  What a shame that these Romans believed that Jesus was who He said He 
was, but not God’s covenant people, except, of course, for His followers – such as these 
women who had shown that they were true believers by their love for Him and by 
following Him throughout His ministry and helping to take care of His needs (vv. 55-56).  
Their names are mentioned here to show us that the Lord never forgets the acts of love we 
do for Him.  He remembers everything we do and will reward us for our works of love.   

Now when evening had come, Joseph, a rich man from Arimathea, one who 
himself had secretly become a disciple of Jesus (John 19:38), gathered up his courage and 
went in to ask Pilate for His body.  When Pilate ordered the body to be given to him, he 
took it and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, laid it in his own tomb, and then rolled a large 
stone against it, while Mary Magdalene and the other Mary sat opposite the grave 
watching.  Isaiah had written, “His grave was assigned with wicked men, yet He was with 
a rich man in His death, because He had done no violence, nor was there any deceit in His 
mouth. (Is. 53:9).  However, we know that Jesus was not going to remain there.  In three 
days, He was going to rise again from the tomb just as He said (Matt. 12:40).  This is what 
we’re going to look at next week.   

But again, I want to remind you this morning that Jesus was beaten, ridiculed, and 
crucified, that He suffered God’s wrath, died and was buried because of His love for His 
Father and for us.  This account is in the Gospels because our Lord wants us to remember 
what He did for us, the price He paid for us.  He wants us to know so that we will be 
willing to pay the same for Him.  It is my hope and prayer this morning that the dying love 
of Jesus Christ will move us to lay down our lives and pick up our crosses and follow Him, 
no matter where He leads and in no matter what He calls us to do.  As Christians, we can’t 
do anything else.  There is no safer or blessed way to live.  And there is certainly no more 
comfortable way to die.  May the infinitely precious love of Christ which was shown in 
His laying down His life for you, renew your love, so that you will be willing to lay down 
your life for Him.  Amen.   


