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 Reference: RUTH 4 

 Church: GRACE Date: 10/3/99 

Ruth 4 - Jesus our Redeemer 
 
Purpose: To contrast Boaz and the other goel.  To show that grasping at this 
world is costly for the soul.  To underline God’s sovereignty in the affairs of men 
 

1. Introduction 
Continuing to look at this remarkable book 
Come to the climax of this great story 
Have been drawing out principles: 

• How to react to God’s chastisement 
• Facing to cost of coming to Christ 
• The providence of God 
• Last week – how to come to Christ 

But left on a cliffhanger: 
Boaz was willing to redeem Elimelech’s land 
He was willing to marry Ruth 
She was a woman of excellence 
He was willing to continue Mahlon’s family line 
But there was a complication 
A nearer kinsman-redeemer had to have first refusal 
Will see: A Galling Goel, A Gallant Goel and A Gracious God 

2. A Galling Goel 
Note the behavior of the other kinsman redeemer 
At first he can hardly believe his good fortune (4:4 – I’ll do it!) 
He will get the land and probably keep it: 
Naomi past the age of child-bearing 
Then land would pass to nearest relation – him! 
What a useful addition to his inheritance! 
And he could appear virtuous in redeeming it 
He would get richer and get applause in the process! 
But then comes the problem  
Boaz lays out the terms of the redemption (4:5) 

Whoever buys the land must take Ruth as wife 
Now that is different! 
He must spend his money on the land 
Marry a foreign woman from Moab 
Then if Ruth bears a son, the land will be his inheritance 
It will return to Elimelech and Mahlon’s family 
Pass out of the ownership of the family of the redeemer 
He may mar his own inheritance to redeem this land 
So now he backs out - “You do it – for I will not!” (4:6) 
Not willing to risk his possessions and his status 
Not to help a poor widow from Moab 
A comment on the sincerity of his faith: 

James 1:27 Pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father 
is this: to visit (look after) widows in their distress, and to keep oneself 
unstained by the world. 

And so through meanness and love of this world he refuses 
Takes off his sandal and congratulates himself on his escape 
On avoiding loss to his wealth 
But what did he lose, and what did he gain? 
He lost a godly, virtuous woman as a wife 
He lost the opportunity to be ancestor of King David  
More – an ancestor of Messiah – a member of Hisfamily! 
Lost having his name recorded and remembered with honor 
He lost his good name altogether.   
For it is nowhere recorded here 
The writer deliberately avoided recording it – “Ho, so and so” (4:1) 
He gained – nothing.  He left the meeting as he came 
And he may never have known what he had lost 
What his selfishness and greed had cost 
Until it was too late. 
 
People can be like this today where the Gospel is concerned 
They want to hold on to what they have in this world 
They are afraid that they will risk losing much by coming to Christ 
And there is a cost – make no mistake.  You can’t keep your sins 
So they grasp to the world and miss the glory of the Gospel 
Being adopted into God’s family –  
becoming a brother or sister to Christ 
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Having their name recorded in the Book of Life 
Being made kings and priests to serve God 
Is this you?   
Have you resisted the Gospel 
Desperate to hang on to your sin, friends, money? 
“I won’t have this Jesus as my King” 
I don’t mind looking religious and virtuous – applause is good! 
But I won’t risk losing what I’ve got for the sake of Christ 
Take the warning from this nameless man 
How much like Orpah! 
Confronted with a glorious opportunity 
Not willing to pay the cost 
Never again mentioned in Scripture 
What an awful thing -  
When God will not even have your name to be remembered! 

Matthew 16:24-26 Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone wishes to 
come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow 
Me.  25 For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it; but whoever loses 
his life for My sake will find it.  26 For what will it profit a man if he gains 
the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what will a man give in exchange 
for his soul? 

3. A Gallant Goel 
What a contrast when we look at Boaz! 
He had already sworn to Ruth that he would redeem her (3:11) 
Now he makes good on his oath 
Meets the demands of the law – no underhand deals 
Didn’t try to get around the claim of the other goel 
The cost is the same to him 
The risk of his own inheritance suffering is just as great 
But he is a man of honor 
He is a man of pure religion which looks after widows 
And which fulfills responsibilities 
He recognizes Ruth’s virtue and excellence (3:11) 
She is a foreigner 
But she is beautiful in his sight 
Her faithfulness to the law 
Her care for Naomi speak volumes of her character 
So calls the witnesses together and proceeds with redemption (4:9) 

Pays out a great deal to ransom Ruth and the land 
But God is no man’s debtor – He honors those who honor him 
So we find great honor comes to Boaz through his selflessness 
And just as is prayed for him, His name becomes great (4:11, 14) 
And we remember it even today! 
Great grandfather to King David 
Ancestor to Jesus Christ 
“Whoever loses his life for my sake will find it” 
 
And How much like his greater descendent his actions are! 
Christ had committed Himself to save His church at the beginning 
She too was a poor and helpless widow 
In time He made good on his promise 
Submitted Himself to the Law of God 
He set His own comforts and position on one side 
And came to redeem at the cost of His own blood 
At the cost of the anger of His own Father 
Of separation from Him because of sin 
Of a cruel death on the cross at the hands of His creatures 
And he did it all for those who were aliens and strangers to Him! 
For those who were His enemies! 
He lays out His life to redeem them from death 
How selfless is this! 
And because of His willingness to stoop so low 
To empty Himself and suffer as the Great Redeemer 
God has lifted Him up to the place of highest honor! 

Philippians 2:5-11 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in 
Christ Jesus, 6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not 
regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, 
taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 
8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 For this reason 
also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is 
above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, 
of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and that 
every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. 
 

Has He redeemed you? 
Is Jesus your redeemer this morning? 
Has He purchased you for God at the cost of His blood? 
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What possible reason could you have for holding back  
When such a loving and glorious Savior is to be had? 
 

4. A Gracious God 
Ruth becomes the wife of Boaz (4:13) 
And the Lord enables her to conceive 
Up to this point, she has been barren 
Like Sarah, Rachel, Hannah before her 
But now she bears a son – Obed 
Truly a child of promise and truly in a godly line! 
The story has come to its conclusion 
The Lord has been at work in it all 
Taken individually, these are everyday happenings 
Elimelech and family go to Moab toescape famine 
He dies – his sons marry Moabitesses 
They die.  One daughter-in-law comes back with Naomi 
She just happens to glean in Boaz field 
He is the goel – kinsman redeemer 
He takes her under his wings and redeems her 
Protects her and provides for her 
Yet now we see the hand of God in it all 
He has been preparing the family that gives rise to David 
Then to David’s greater son – Jesus Christ Himself! 
Causing it to be written so we would know His human descent 
And in doing so he adds Ruth to Rahab in the line 
For we read in Matthew that Rahab was related to Salmon (4:21) 
Showing that the Gentiles are not outside his purposes 
Nor those with wretched backgrounds – idolaters, prostitutes 
They, too, may have an interest in the Christ 
They, too, may be adopted into the Royal family of Heaven 
 
In the same way, God works in our lives 
No coincidence you are here this morning to hear this 
God has decreed it from all eternity 
What an encouragement that should be 
God never let go of Ruth 

He was with her even when her circumstances seemed hopeless 
And he blessed her beyond anything she could ever have asked or 
imagined 
 
 

5. Conclusions 
Unbeliever – Don’t lose these blessings by clinging to the world 
It won’t last and it won’t satisfy either 
You will end up like the galling goel 
Nameless, godless, hopeless 
Look to Christ – pictured here in Boaz 
Think of all he has done to provide a way of salvation 
from eternal punishment in Hell 
All He endured 
Remember last week  

Luke 13:34 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and 
stones those sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children 
together, just as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you would 
not have it! 

He has the heart of a kinsman redeemer – gathering under wings 
He takes no delight in punishing the wicked 
But that they turn from their sins and live 
Come to Him now  
Turn from your sin and cast yourself upon Him alone for salvation 
 
Believer – What an encouragement! 
Even in the little things in life, God’s hand is at work! 
Even in the mundane, in the “coincidence” 
He mysteriously works out His plans 
And He works them out for the good of all who love Him 
And for the glory of His wonderful name 
Can you doubt His care for you 
When you see His care for Ruth and Naomi? 
Renew your love and zeal for Him 
Stir up your soul to praise him anew! 


