
 

“Jesus Is the Same Forever” 
(Hebrews 13:8) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  Last time we were in the book of Hebrews, the author was exhorting us to consider our fathers in 
the faith, our leaders who went before us, those elders He placed over us, not only to teach us with their words 
how we are to live, but who showed us with their lives.  He told us to remember them, the things they said and 
did.  He told us also to consider the result of their conduct -- not only the blessings of the Lord they received in 
this life for their obedience to His Word, but also those eternal blessings they received on the day of their death, 
when they went to be with Jesus --, and considering these results, to imitate their faith.  He didn’t mean by this 
that we were only to parrot their faith or their words or actions, as though outward imitation would do us much 
good, but that we should imitate the inward part of their faith, that we should trust in the Lord Jesus as they did, 
love Him with all our heart and bring forth the fruits of righteousness which will lay up treasures for the future.  
Imitation is not bad, but good.  The Lord Jesus exhorted us to follow His example.  The apostle Paul exhorted us 
to follow him as he followed Christ.  Imitation is good, if that which we imitate is the character of Christ.  We 
certainly don’t want to follow any man blindly.  We don’t want to imitate their imperfections, but we do want to 
imitate what we see of Christ in them.   
  This evening, the author gives to us the reason why we are to imitate them:  It is because  
 
  Jesus Christ is the same today as He was then, and will be to all eternity.  What Jesus gave us as an 
example to follow, both through His teaching and through His life, will always remain our standard.   
 
I.  First, the author would have us to consider that Jesus never changes.   

A.  Now certainly this has to do with His divine nature.   
1.  Many use this text to show that Jesus is God.   

a.  The author says that He never changes.   
b.  But God alone is the One who never changes.   
c.  Therefore, Jesus must be God.   
 

2.  And this is undeniably true.  Jesus is God in human flesh.   
a.  As God, He is not subject to change, that is, He never changes.   
b.  God is the same throughout all eternity.  He actually dwells outside of time, so that time does not 

affect Him.  Knowledge is also something which doesn’t affect Him, since there is nothing new 
which He can learn.  And since God is perfect to start with, any change which would take place 
would only make Him less than perfect, which is impossible.   

c.  God is very different than we are.  Though there are many of His attributes that we do share in, this 
is one which we don’t share in at all.   
(i)  We are time-bound creatures.  As time moves on, we constantly change.  Just take a look in the 

mirror and compare what you see with some of the pictures you have when you were younger.   
(ii)  We also have only limited knowledge.  Everything that we learn changes us in some way, as 

we learn from our mistakes to avoid the paths of sin and to walk in the ways of righteousness.   
(iii)  We are very imperfect and, but by the grace of God, we would become more imperfect.  As 

far as improvement goes, we have nowhere to go but up, but God is at the top, and could have 
nowhere He could possibly go but down.   

 
B.  But though this is true of Christ’s divine nature, I don’t think that this is what the author has in mind.  He 

appears to be speaking here about Christ’s human nature.   
1.  He says that Jesus Christ is the same.   

a.  Jesus is the name which was given to the child who was conceived in the womb of the Virgin.  
Now that child was both God and man, as we know.  But He was fully man, as well as fully God.  
The person of that man was and is divine.  But Jesus Christ, we must always remember, was man 
in the fullest sense of the word.  Paul wrote to Timothy, “For there is one God, and one mediator 
also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus” (1 Tim. 2:5).  Jesus was and remains a man.   

b.  Christ is the name which was given to Jesus to show what He came into the world to do.  He was 
sent into the world by the Father and anointed with the Spirit above measure, so that He might 
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take away the sins of His people.  God has no blood to shed.  But the man Christ Jesus does.   
 

2.  And notice too the words the author uses to describe the time frame in which He is the same.   
a.  He doesn’t use the words that Moses did to describe God.  Moses wrote, “Before the mountains 

were born, or Thou didst give birth to the earth and the world, even from everlasting to 
everlasting, Thou art God” (Psalm 90:2).  Moses says that before time began -- from everlasting, 
even to the farthest reaches of time -- to everlasting, the Lord is God.  These are absolute terms, 
the best words which can be used to describe the eternity in which God dwells.   

b.  But here the author uses the words yesterday, today, and even forever, Jesus is the same.   
(i)  Yesterday appears to speak about a beginning in time.  Bildad, as he contrasts the knowledge 

of man with that of God, said to Job, “Please inquire of past generations, and consider the 
things searched out by their fathers.  For we are only of yesterday and know nothing, because 
our days on earth are as a shadow” (8:9).  When he says, “we are only of yesterday,” he 
indicates that their time on earth had been so brief, they had not attained the knowledge of their 
fathers.   

(ii)  Yesterday speaks of a point in time in the past, not of ages past.  And this certainly fits the 
human nature of Christ.  We need to remember that Jesus had a beginning, at least with respect 
to His human nature.  He was conceived by the Holy Spirit, around the year 3 B.C.  He was 
born.  He grew into a man and then ministered God’s Word throughout all Palestine.  This 
same Jesus who was born, who lived, who died, who was raised again, and then who ascended 
up into heaven, is the same today --nearly forty years later from the perspective of the author -- 
as He was then, and will remain the same unto all eternity.  That is to say, He will never 
change.   

(iii)  And why don’t He change?  Because He is united with the eternal Word, the eternal Son of 
God, who never changes.   

 
3.  But what does the author mean that Jesus Christ is the same?  Does He mean that Jesus has never 

changed nor that He will ever change in any sense?  This is certainly true of the divine nature of 
Christ, but what about His human nature?   
a.  Remember that there was a time when His human nature didn’t exist.  Then it was brought into 

existence by the Holy Spirit in the womb of the Virgin.  Jesus was born.  Then He grew in 
wisdom:  He learned things.  He grew in stature:  He became a man.  And He grew in favor with 
God and men:  His relationship with God appears to have developed in some sense (Luke 2:52).   

b.  Jesus also suffered many things in this life and learned obedience through His suffering.  He was 
rejected by men, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He rose again from the dead, and ascended 
up into heaven.  His body has been transformed and glorified.   

c.  All of these things represent change in Christ.  So in what sense hasn’t He changed and in what 
sense will He never change?   

d.  Christ, in His character, never changes.  Here we are thinking about what He is like morally, what 
He is like with respect to His holiness, and what He is like with respect to His integrity.   

e.  The Christ who was revealed to us in the pages of Scripture both in His life and in His teaching 
will never change.  And the reason that He won’t is precisely because of the union of the divine 
nature with His human in the one person of the eternal Son of God.  Because the character of God 
never changes, so Christ will never change.   

 
II.  Now why is the fact that Christ never changes important to what the author has just told us regarding 

following the example of our elders?  When you first read this passage, it almost seems as though this 
verse is just placed randomly in the text.  I believe this is the reason the author gives why we should 
follow our elders’ example, and the reason why we should do the other things the author exhorts us to.  
It is because Christ never changes.   
A.  The example that Christ gave us is still the example that He wants us to follow.   

1.  Sometimes Christians see the standards of the Christian religion, the commandments of Christ, as 
being on some kind of a sliding scale, that is, He was stricter in the past, than He is in the present.  
This is one of the reasons why many Christians don’t put more effort than they do into living the kind 
of life that we have examples of in the Scripture.  The Lord required more of them, but He doesn’t 
require the same of us.   
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2.  But from what we see here, we certainly can’t come to that conclusion.  Jesus Christ is the same now 
as He was then, and this means among other things that His laws, His commandments, which were the 
pattern for His own life, have not changed.   

3.  The example that He gave us will always be in vogue.  It will always be relevant.  He still delights in 
righteousness and hates all wickedness.  Therefore the example of our elders, of our fathers in the 
faith, is just as relevant to us now, as it was to those they ministered to.  We are still to follow them as 
they followed Christ, because Christ’s standard and example have not and will not change.   

 
B.  Because Christ never changes, His promises and warnings will never change either.   

1.  Not only do His commandments remain the same, but so does His teaching in every other area.   
2.  What He said is true, is still true.  He will do what He said He would.   

a.  Christ will do what He has warned.   
(i)  He will destroy the wicked for their wickedness.  He will even destroy whole nations that 

reject His law.   
(ii)  He will also raise them when He comes again to judge all men.  He will judge them on the 

basis of every wicked thing they have done, even for every idle word they have spoken, as well 
as the thoughts and intentions of their hearts.   

(iii)  And then He will cast them into the lake of fire and pour out His threatened wrath against 
sinners for all eternity.   

(iv)  The warnings which the fathers handed down to us are still valid because Christ never 
changes.   

 
b.  But more encouragingly for us who have trusted in Christ for everlasting life, because He is the 

same, what He has promised, He will fulfill.   
(i)  The sins He promised to remove when we came to Him, will never threaten us again.  The 

righteousness which He promised to clothe us with we will have for all eternity.  Christ will 
own us as His children on the day of judgment.  He will not change His mind.   

(ii)  The blessings which He promised for obedience in this life, He will give to us.  The rewards 
which He promised for our works, He will keep for us in heaven.   

(iii)  He will protect us and provide for us in life, and He will do so in death.  He will give us that 
perfect kingdom of love and peace, which will never pass away and which will never grow old, 
in the new heavens and the new earth.   

(iv)  And there will never be in us, or in anyone else, anything that will disturb that peace and 
happiness and perfect communion which we will share with God, His Son, the saints and 
angels for all eternity.   

(v)  The reason why these things will be ours is because by faith we are united with the One to 
whom these blessings belong.  God never changes, which means that He will never take these 
blessings away from Christ.  And Christ never changes, which means that He will never take 
them away from us.   

(vi)  The things which Christ has shown us and taught us, which also were passed on by those who 
heard down to us, are still the same.  We must never think that the standards have changed.  
They have always been the same and they will remain the same forever, for Christ doesn’t 
change.  We must also never allow ourselves to think that the promises of the Lord will ever 
fail us, for what He has promised is secured in the unchangeableness of His being.  What He 
said, He will do.  He forever remains faithful, for He cannot deny Himself.  Amen.   


