
“Jesus Is Lord and Christ” 

(Acts 2:22-36) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  This morning we’ve read in our passage the answers to two very fundamental 

questions:   

a.  They’re questions we’ve all asked ourselves at one time or another, if we’re 

listening at all to our consciences – that part of us that tells us when we’ve 

done something right – by giving us a good feeling – or something wrong – 

by giving us a guilty feeling.   

b.  When our consciences tell us we’ve done something wrong and make us feel 

guilty, we’ve probably asked:   

(i)  Am I going to be held accountable someday for the wrong I’ve done?   

(ii)  And knowing – again from our consciences – that the answer is yes, we 

then ask, How can I escape this judgment?  How can I get out of paying 

for those wrongs?   

 

2.  Our passage gives us the answer to both of these questions:   

a.  Yes, there is someone who’s going to hold us accountable – who’s going to 

make us pay for our wrongs – His name is Jesus Christ.   

b.  But also, yes, there is a way we can escape this, to get out of paying for what 

we’ve done, because someone has offered to make that payment for us:  His 

name again is Jesus Christ.   

 

B.  Let’s consider both of these truths for a few moments this morning and see how 

they both depend on the resurrection:   

1.  First, we’ll see why the resurrection means that we are accountable to Jesus 

Christ for the things we’ve done.   

2.  And second, why the resurrection also means that there is forgiveness in Jesus 

Christ, if we will trust Him to save us.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider why the resurrection means we’re accountable to Jesus Christ 

for the things we’ve done.   

1.  First, we need to understand that we’re accountable to Jesus Christ because 

we’re accountable to God.   

a.  God made us; He also takes care of us; He owns us, and because He does, He 

has the right to tell us what to do and to hold us accountable if we don’t obey 

Him.   

b.  This is all the more true because what He tells us to do is right.   

(i)  We might question Him if He wanted us to do things that we could see 

were unjust or unfair – that hurt other people.   
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(ii)  But how much more should we obey Him when He tells us to do things 

that love and show respect to other people, that actually are good for us, 

and that honor Him?   

(iii)  This is why our consciences convict us when we do what’s wrong:  it’s 

set to tell us when we offend God and hurt others.   

 

2.  We’re accountable to Jesus Christ, because after the resurrection, God gave Him 

this authority.   

a.  Before God sent His Son into the world, He was the One who ruled the earth, 

the One to whom everyone had to give an account (that is, as the Triune God, 

including Father, Son and Holy Spirit).   

b.  But after Jesus came into the world, after He humbled Himself (being God, 

He became a man by taking to Himself a human nature) and became a 

servant to His Father and to His people even to the point of giving up His life, 

after He was buried, He was raised again from the dead (resurrection), lifted 

up into heaven, He was given the place of absolute authority as a reward.   

(i)  Listen again to what we just read in Acts 2:  “Therefore having been 

exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the 

promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured forth this which you both see 

and hear.  For it was not David who ascended into heaven, but he himself 

says:  ‘The Lord says to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, until I make Your 

enemies a footstool for your feet.”’  Therefore let all the house of Israel 

know for certain that God has made Him both Lord and Christ – this Jesus 

whom you crucified” (vv. 33-36).   

(ii)  God made Him Lord after and because of the resurrection, and because 

He is Lord, He is now the One to whom we are accountable:  Paul writes, 

“Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who, 

although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God 

a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-

servant, and being made in the likeness of men.  Being found in 

appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the 

point of death, even death on a cross.  For this reason also, God highly 

exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, 

so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in 

heaven and on earth and under the earth, and that every tongue will 

confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Phil. 

2:5-11).   

(iii)  The Father raised His Son Jesus Christ from the dead, and then up into 

heaven, and gave Him this honor and authority so that everyone might 

worship and be accountable to Him, as we also read in the second Psalm, 

which was written over 1000 years before Jesus was born, “Now 

therefore, O kings, show discernment; take warning, O judges of the earth.  

Worship the LORD with reverence and rejoice with trembling.  Do 

homage to the Son, that He not become angry, and you perish in the way, 

for His wrath may soon be kindled.  How blessed are all who take refuge 

in Him!” (Psalm 2:10-12).   
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3.  Now there are those who believe they can disregard the Bible.   

a.  There are those who have convinced themselves that the universe made itself 

through a big bang; that life evolved through the random collisions of atoms 

and molecules, fueled by the destructive energy of the sun; that we got here 

without the help of God, and because they believe there is no God, there is no 

judgment.  

b.  But this is no explanation.   

(i)  It can’t explain how the universe, the solar system and the world all 

function together as a system.   

(ii)  It can’t account for all the information encoded on the DNA, or the 

system that interprets that information, or the context in which all this 

information is meaningful and useful.   

(iii)  It can’t account for our personality, our character, our conscience.   

(iv)  It can’t explain love, compassion, mercy, friendship.   

(v)  Only the God the Bible reveals to us can.  

(a)  The Bible tells us that in the beginning (the absolute beginning of 

everything we now see), God (an eternal and infinite Being, without 

any limit to His power or wisdom) created (made from absolute 

scratch) the heavens and the earth and everything in them (everything 

that exists).   

(b)  Only He can account for what we see, hear, smell, think, feel, and for 

what we experience in our hearts.   

(c)  God made us, which is why we’re accountable to Him.  

(d)  And God has exalted His Son, Jesus Christ, to the Lord of lords, 

which is why you and I will one day give an account to Him.   

 

B.  Second, our text also reminds us that Jesus is not only Lord, He is also Christ, the 

One who can save us from that judgment.   

1.  Christ was the One for whom the people of Israel were waiting for centuries to 

deliver them from God’s judgment.   

a.  He is the One God promised from the very beginning, from the time Adam 

and Eve disobeyed God and condemned themselves and all of us to 

everlasting punishment:   

(i)  He made this promise when He pronounced judgment on the serpent who 

deceived them, “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and 

between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, and you 

shall bruise him on the heel” (Gen. 3:15).   

(ii)  The Christ is the seed of the woman who would bruise (crush) Satan 

through His death on the cross.   

 

b.  God promised that the Christ would come through Abraham, bringing 

blessing to the whole world.   

(i)  The Lord said to Abraham, “‘By Myself I have sworn, declares the 

LORD, because you have done this thing and have not withheld your son, 

your only son, indeed I will greatly bless you, and I will greatly multiply 
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your seed as the stars of the heavens and as the sand which is on the 

seashore; and your seed shall possess the gate of their enemies.  In your 

seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed 

My voice” (Gen. 22:16-18).   

(ii)  Paul tells us that this promised seed was the Christ, “Now the promises 

were spoken to Abraham and to his seed.  He does not say, ‘And to seeds,’ 

as referring to many, but rather to one, ‘And to your seed,’ that is, Christ” 

(Gal. 3:16).   

(iii)  The blessing He would bring was salvation from God’s judgment.   

 

c.  And the Christ is the One God promised would come through David’s line, 

who would sit on his throne as King forever.   

(i)  The Lord said to David through Nathan the prophet, “When your days are 

complete and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your 

descendant after you, who will come forth from you, and I will establish 

his kingdom.  He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the 

throne of his kingdom forever” (2 Sam. 7:12-13).   

(ii)  God was pointing to the Christ, as Peter tells us in our passage, 

“Brethren, I may confidently say to you regarding the patriarch David that 

he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day.  And so, 

because he was a prophet and knew that God had sworn to him with an 

oath to seat one of his descendants on his throne, he looked ahead and 

spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that He was neither abandoned to 

Hades, nor did His flesh suffer decay” (Acts 2:29-31).   

(iii)  Christ would be King that He might save those who would put their trust 

in Him.   

 

2.  Peter’s sermon had one point:  to prove to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ 

both through His miracles, and that great miracle of the resurrection.   

a.  God bore witness to Jesus by giving Him the ability to do miracles:  “Men of 

Israel, listen to these words:  Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to you by 

God with miracles and wonders and signs which God performed through Him 

in your midst, just as you yourselves know” (v. 22).   

b.  David, as a prophet, testified that God would bear witness to His being the 

Christ through the resurrection 1000 years before He came, “You will not 

abandon My soul to Hades, nor allow Your Holy One to undergo decay” (v. 

27).   

c.  Peter, the apostles, and over five hundred witnesses, were all eye witnesses to 

the fact that He was alive after His crucifixion.   

(i)  “This Jesus God raised up again, to which we are all witnesses” (v. 32).   

(ii)  “Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made 

Him both Lord and Christ – this Jesus whom you crucified” (v. 36).   

 

d.  What this shows us is that when Jesus died on the cross and rose again from 

the dead, He became the only source of life to everyone who would put their 

trust in Him to save them.  Peter tells us, “And there is salvation in no one 
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else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men 

by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).   

 

3.  Application:   

a.  Because of our sins – not only the guilt we received from Adam when he 

sinned, but also all the sins we have committed since we’ve come into this 

world – we are condemned to die:  not just physically, but eternally.   

b.  We have all sinned against an infinitely holy God and must face the 

consequences of those sins one day before the Lord Jesus Christ.   

c.  But there is hope:  Jesus the Christ died on the cross; He bore the sins of 

those who would believe in Him and took them away, so that neither Satan 

nor God’s judgment could ever touch them.   

d.  If you want to receive this blessing this morning, you must believe that Jesus 

is the Christ, you must look to Him and trust in Him to save you, and then 

you must turn from all your sins and begin to live the kind of life He calls 

you to live.   

e.  Today, if you hear Him speaking to you, answer His call, trust in Him and 

receive His life.  Amen.   


