
“Jesus Is Condemned to Die” 
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As we look at the events of the Gospel in the book of Matthew, we need to remind 
ourselves that it’s important for us to know them, because the Lord calls us to tell others 
about what Jesus said and did, because He calls us to evangelize.  But as we look at this 
passage this morning it reminds us of one of the reasons why evangelizing can be 
difficult and why sometimes we are very reluctant to do it.  I’m sure there are really many 
reasons why we don’t evangelize more than we do – such as having difficulty finding the 
time, the energy, or even the skill or finesse.  But one of the main reasons must be 
because of what people think about Jesus Christ?  Not everyone loves Him or loves to 
hear about Him.  As a matter of fact, very few do – really only those who are being 
drawn to Him by the power of His Spirit or those who already know Him.  By far the 
majority of people in this world hate Him.  They really do.  That’s what the Bible says.  
Now not everyone hates Him as much as they could, because they really don’t know Him 
as well as they could.  Many people have a false idea of who He is.  There are some who 
believe Jesus came into this world to save everyone who has ever lived, and that He 
actually did, and because He did, everyone will eventually go to heaven.  Now how could 
anyone hate a Jesus like this?  There are some who believe that heaven is a place where 
you can do whatever you want.  They believe you can have all the money, all the thrills, 
and all the fun of any kind that you want.  Certainly it would be hard for anyone to hate 
Jesus or His Father for giving him what he really wants.  But what would these people 
think about a God who doesn’t save everyone?  About a Jesus who died only for His 
elect?  About a Judge who is going to hold every man accountable for every sin that he 
has ever committed and who will cast everyone into hell that has not trusted in His Son?  
And what would they think about a heaven where the foremost blessing is the enjoyment 
of fellowship with the Father and the Son and the saints and the angels?  Where there is 
no sin, nothing of the things they really love?  The world doesn’t like that kind of God or 
that kind of heaven.  As a matter of fact, the more they get to know Him and the truth of 
Scripture, the more they hate these things.  This God is in their way.  He takes all the fun 
out of their sin.  They wouldn’t want a God like that.  But this is what He’s like, and so 
they hate Him.  John Gerstner once said that the world hates God so much that they 
would kill Him if they could get their hands on Him.  Do you think he was right?  
Consider what the world did to Jesus:  They crucified Him, because they didn’t like who 
He was and what He had to say.  This is exactly what we see in our text this morning.  
The leaders of Israel had arrested Jesus and put Him on trial, not so that they could find 
out the truth about Him, but just so they could find some reason to kill Him.  This is what 
I want you to see this morning:  the hatred of the world, sometimes even of God’s own 
people, for Jesus Christ, and the fact that He was willing to face this hatred for us, to save 
us.  First, I want us to see the hatred of the leaders of Israel as they try very wickedly to 
find some false reason to justly condemn Jesus to death.  Second, I want us to see it when 
they use the truth to condemn Him to death.  And third, I want us to see it when they 
abuse Him as they prepare to put Him to death.  This shows us exactly what the world 
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thinks about Jesus and the Father, even some within the confessing body of believers:  
They hate them.   

The first evidence we see of their hatred is when they try to find some false reason 
to put Jesus to death.  After Jesus was arrested, He was led away to where Caiaphas, the 
scribes and the elders had gathered secretly to put Jesus on trial.  We also read that Peter, 
who had earlier abandoned Jesus, was following at a distance.  He wanted to see what the 
outcome of the trial would be.  At this point, he wasn’t concerned enough to come to His 
defense.  He was still afraid.  But still, his heart told him that he needed to see what 
would happen to his Lord.  This sets the scene for when Peter will later deny Him to save 
his own skin, just as Jesus said he would.  Would that the Lord would give us the courage 
and strength we need to follow Jesus at His side, and not at a distance!  But notice what 
Matthew tells us in verse 59.  He says, “Now the chief priests and the whole Council 
(which is, the Sanhedrin) kept trying to obtain false testimony against Jesus, in order that 
they might put Him to death.”  They weren’t looking for true testimony, but false.  They 
weren’t interested in the truth at all.  All they wanted was some reason to kill Jesus, any 
reason would do, even a false one.  Maybe by this time they had become convinced of 
what Jesus had said earlier.  He asked, “Which one of you convicts Me of sin” (John 
8:46)?  No one did and no one could because He was sinless.  But they didn’t care.  If 
they couldn’t find some reason to accuse Him through legitimate means, then they would 
use illegitimate means.  They just wanted something they could use to hang Jesus in a 
Roman court of law.  This is how much they hated Him.  But I want you to notice one 
other thing about this trial and these false witnesses that were brought forth to try and 
condemn Jesus:  this is again what the Lord said would happen in His Word.  David, 
speaking undoubtedly about his own situation in Psalm 27, but also prophesying about 
what would happen to His greatest Son, prayed, “Do not deliver me over to the desire of 
my adversaries, for false witnesses have risen against me, and such as breathe out 
violence” (v. 12).  It was God’s plan that they would hate Jesus as they did, that they 
would gather against Him, and that they would try and bring false witnesses to condemn 
Him.  Jesus had to die, and so this had to take place.  But we also need to be reminded 
again that the Lord didn’t put this hatred in their hearts.  It was already theirs.  The Lord 
simply used their evil to carry out His plans.   

And so this is the first thing that shows us their hatred for Jesus:  they were 
looking for some false testimony in order to kill Him.  But second, their hatred was also 
revealed by the fact that they were willing to condemn Him for the truth.  After many 
false witnesses came forth, and they still had not found what they were after, two came 
forward and said, “This man stated, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God and to 
rebuild it in three days’” (v. 61), a statement, interestingly enough which isn’t found 
anywhere in Matthew, but is in John in connection with the first cleansing of the Temple 
(John 2:19).  We should also note that Jesus didn’t say that He could destroy the Temple 
– although I’m sure He could have – but told them that if they did, He could raise it up in 
three days.  Now they – as also those Jews who first heard Him say this – thought Jesus 
was talking about the literal Temple.  But He wasn’t.  He was talking about His body, 
that which the Temple pointed to.  What He was saying was that if they killed Him, He 
would raise Himself up again on the third day.  But looking at this from a purely literal 
perspective, they wondered whether they could use it to condemn Him.  And so the high 
priest stood up and asked Jesus if He was intending to answer their charge.  But He kept 
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silent.  He wasn’t going to answer these fools according to their folly (Prov. 26:4), but 
submitted Himself to His Father’s plan, as it was written in Isaiah, “He was oppressed 
and He was afflicted, yet He did not open His mouth; like a lamb that is led to slaughter, 
and like a sheep that is silent before its shearers, so He did not open His mouth” (Isa. 
53:7).   

But finally, the high priest asked Him a question He had to answer.  He put Jesus 
under oath to tell the Council whether or not He was what the people claimed Him to be – 
the Christ, the Son of God (Matt. 21:9).  (It’s interesting that the high priest put these two 
things together since it’s very doubtful that the Jews thought that the Christ was to be the 
Son of God!  It may have been just another attempt to trap Him.)  Putting Jesus under an 
oath apparently was illegal according to Jewish law, because it would force a man 
possibly to condemn himself.  But they did it anyway since they had failed to find any 
charges that would stick.  However, this was one question that Jesus had to answer.  If He 
didn’t, it would be considered a denial; and since the high priest had adjured Him by the 
living God, Jesus answered, “You have said it yourself; nevertheless I tell you, hereafter 
you shall see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of power, and coming on the clouds 
of heaven” (v. 64).  He said, “Yes, I am the Christ, the Son of God.”  Here, He not only 
clearly identified Himself as the Son of Man of Daniel 7, the Messiah who would receive 
the kingdom from the Ancient of days; but also as the Ruler over all Creation of Psalm 
110, the One who would sit at the right hand of God, until all His enemies were put under 
His feet, including them, when He returned again in A. D. 70 to bring judgment on them 
for their rejection of Him.  Notice that Jesus told the high priest that he would see this, 
which meant it wasn’t far away.   

But now that Jesus had revealed Himself as the Messiah and as the Son of God, 
what did the high priest do with this information?  Did he bow down and worship this 
One who was God in human flesh, the One sent into the world to save His people?  No!  
He tore his robes and cried out, “Blasphemy!”  “We don’t need any more witnesses.  You 
have heard from His own mouth the blasphemy.”  The Council, thought the same thing, 
saying, “He is deserving of death!”  Now they had the charge they needed to kill Him, 
that He, a mere man, made Himself out to be God (John 10:33).  Here we see their hatred 
even more clearly.  They knew that no mere man could do what Jesus did.  Nicodemus 
said, “Rabbi, we know that You have come from God as a teacher; for no one can do 
these signs that You do unless God is with him” (John 3:2).  They knew that it was by the 
Spirit of God that Jesus cast out demons, even though they claimed otherwise (Matt. 12).  
Everything He said and did proved that He was who He said He was.  And yet they 
rejected Him and desired His death.   

The world hates Jesus.  We see this in the Jews’ trying to find false evidence to 
condemn Him, and in their wanting to use the truth to condemn Him.  But lastly, we see 
their hatred in the abuse they gave Him as they were preparing to hand Him over to the 
Romans for crucifixion.   

After they pronounced the sentence of death on Him, they began to mistreat Him.  
“They spat in His face and beat Him with their fists; and others slapped Him, and said 
‘Prophesy to us, You Christ; who is the one who hit You” (vv. 67-68)?  The reason they 
told Him to prophesy was because they had blindfolded Him (Mark 14:65).  He couldn’t 
see who was hitting Him.  It hurts to get hit in the face.  But it hurts much worse if you 
don’t know where the punches are coming from, so you can roll with them.  Jesus was 
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beaten while blindfolded, again showing the contempt the world held for Him, as well as 
again fulfilling the Scripture.  Isaiah writes, “For He grew up before Him like a tender 
shoot, and like a root out of parched ground; He has no stately form or majesty that we 
should look upon Him, nor appearance that we should be attracted to Him.  He was 
despised and forsaken of men, a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and like one 
from whom men hide their face, He was despised, and we did not esteem Him” (53:2-3), 
and “Just as many were astonished at you, My people, so His appearance was marred 
more than any man, and His form more than the sons of men” (52:14).   

What does the world think of Jesus?  What does it think of God?  Do they love 
Him?  I think we clearly see that they don’t.  Dr. Gerstner was right when he said the 
world would kill God if they could.  Jesus told His brothers, “The world cannot hate you; 
but it hates Me.”  And why does it hate Jesus?  He said, “Because I testify of it, that its 
deeds are evil” (John 7:7).  The light shined in the darkness, and the darkness hated the 
light and wouldn’t come to the light, because the light exposed their evil (John 3:19-20).  
It’s no wonder that evangelism is hard.  When we present Jesus to an unconverted person, 
we’re offering him something that he hates by nature, something he has no desire for at 
all.  When you add to this the fact that the world hates us too (John 15:19); you might 
wonder how anyone ever comes to Christ.  The answer is, even though these things are 
true, God is also at work.  He restrains the sin and hatred of men, so that they don’t kill 
us.  He also sends His Spirit into the world to change the hearts of His elect, so that they 
will love and receive Him.  This is the only reason why evangelism is ever successful:  
God has promised that He would use it to bring in His elect and that is exactly what He 
does.  And so we shouldn’t be surprised that evangelism is a difficult work.  We 
shouldn’t be surprised that there are those who will reject Jesus and us.  But we also 
shouldn’t be afraid that this is the case, for the Lord has promised to give us His 
protection.  He has promised that He will never allow anything to happen to us that He 
also won’t work out for our good.   

May the Lord use this example of our Lord’s love this morning to encourage us.  
He knew that the world hated Him and wanted to kill Him, but He submitted to His 
Father’s will anyway, because He loved Him and us.  He was willing to be hated and 
condemned for us.  Realizing that the Father and the Son love us so much, let’s be 
encouraged to risk whatever we must to carry out His will in our lives.  It’s not a curse to 
be persecuted for righteousness, but a blessing.  Jesus was willing to face the hatred of 
men for us.  Let’s be willing to face it for Him.  Amen.   


