
“Jesus Calls You to Be Light” 

(Matthew 5:14-16) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

 

This morning, we saw John again  

 

Drawing our attention to the fact that Jesus  

 

Is not merely a creature –  

 

He’s not just a good man (liberals),  

 

Not just one of the greatest prophets (Islam),  

 

And not just a god (Jehovah Witnesses) –  

 

He isn’t just one god among three or many (Mormons).   

 

He is the God –  

 

He has life in Himself,  

 

And His life is the Light of men.   

 

 

Jesus is the source of all life:   

 

He’s the One who makes you alive –  

 

Which is why you’re a living being  

 

And not a mound of lifeless dust –  

 

He’s the One who gives you spiritual life –  

 

Which is why you’re here wanting to please God  

 

And not out there with the rest of the world today trying to please yourself.   

 

 

Jesus is the source of all light:   
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He gave you a mind and the ability to use that mind to discover the truth.   

 

He reveals the truth about Himself through nature and the Word.   

 

He illumines your mind and heart to see the beauty of His truth  

 

So that you might receive His truth and live.   

 

He is life and Light:  He is God.   

 

 

B.  Preview.   

 

This evening, I thought we might follow up on this  

 

By looking at how this truth should impact your own life.   

 

Now that you’re in Christ,  

 

What does Jesus say you are?   

 

What does He tell you to do?   

 

1.  He says now you are light.   

 

2.  And He tells you to shine that light, so that others may find His life.   

 

Since this requires some effort on your part,  

 

We’re also going to look at how you can shine it more brightly.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, Jesus says you are light, “You are the light of the world” (v. 14).   

 

Paul also writes in Ephesians 5:8, “For you were formerly darkness, but now you 

are Light in the Lord.”   

 

If you are a believer, you now have a different kind of life –  

 

One that sets you apart from the people of this world.   

 

 

Jesus has given you His life –  

 

His Holy Spirit has raised you from the dead –  
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And His life now shines through you.   

 

This is what Peter means by the fact that you share His nature,  

 

He writes, “Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of 

Jesus our Lord; seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything 

pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called 

us by His own glory and excellence.  For by these He has granted to us His 

precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may become partakers 

of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust” 

(2 Pet. 1:2-4).   

 

 

Notice that what Jesus says isn’t a command:   

 

He isn’t saying, “Become the light of the world.”   

 

Rather, it’s a fact:  If you’re in Christ – if you’re trusting Him,  

 

“You are the light of the world.”   

 

 

The Light – Jesus Christ – has gone into heaven,  

 

But He made provision to continue His light to this world through you.   

 

 

B.  Second, being His lights, He wants you to shine.   

 

He says in our passage, “You are the light of the world.  A city set on a hill cannot 

be hidden; nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the 

lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.  Let your light shine 

before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your 

Father who is in heaven” (Matt. 5:14-16).   

 

What is this light you’re supposed to shine?   

 

First, the light of a changed nature/character,  

 

The light of a life that is visibly different from the world.   

 

 

They’re not going to see you, unless you stand out,  

 

Unless you’re different.   
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Paul writes in Ephesians 5, “For you were formerly darkness, but now you are 

Light in the Lord; walk as children of Light (for the fruit of the Light consists in 

all goodness and righteousness and truth), trying to learn what is pleasing to the 

Lord.  Do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but instead even 

expose them; for it is disgraceful even to speak of the things which are done by 

them in secret.  But all things become visible when they are exposed by the 

light, for everything that becomes visible is light” (vv. 8-13).   

 

To be different, you must walk in the light, as God is in the light (1 John 1:7).   

 

You must live as children of light, as God’s children.   

 

You need to learn what pleases your Lord from His Word and do it.   

 

You need to understand what He hates –  

 

And instead of doing those things along with the rest of the world,  

 

You need to avoid them – even expose them as the sins they are.   

 

But don’t forget you need to do this in love:   

 

Don’t do it merely out of a sense of duty.   

 

Certainly don’t do it with a Pharisaical disdain.   

 

But do it from a genuine desire to do good to your neighbor.   

 

 

The second way you are to shine is by following that example up with the Gospel.   

 

Jesus has commissioned you to take His Gospel to everyone you know.   

 

He says to His church, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation” 

(Mark 16:15).   

 

The truth, coupled with the testimony of a changed life, is a powerful light –  

 

It’s what God uses to change lives – to save the lost.   

 

 

C.  Finally, if Jesus has made you light, and calls you to shine that light, what can you 

do to shine it more brightly?   

 

You can only do so by becoming more like Him.   
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How can you?   

 

 

1.  Realize, first of all, that it’s a matter of the heart.   

 

You must love Him and want to be more like Him  

 

If you ever hope to become more like Him.   

 

 

Jesus obeyed His Father with the fervency that He did because He loved His 

Father.   

 

“But so that the world may know that I love the Father, I do exactly as the 

Father commanded Me” (John 14:31).   

 

If you are to do what Jesus wants you to do, you must love Him more.   

 

 

That’s what Jesus told His disciples.   

 

“If you love Me, you will keep My commandments” (John 14:15).   

 

To the degree that you love Him, to that degree you will obey Him.   

 

 

That’s why Jesus asked Peter how much he loved Him  

 

Before He gave him the job of watching over His sheep.  

 

“So when they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon, son of 

John, do you love Me more than these?’  He said to Him, ‘Yes, Lord; You 

know that I love You.’  He said to him, ‘Tend My lambs.’  He said to him 

again a second time, ‘Simon, son of John, do you love Me?’  He said to Him, 

‘Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.’  He said to him, ‘Shepherd My 

sheep.’  He said to him the third time, ‘Simon, son of John, do you love Me?’  

Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, ‘Do you love Me?’  

And he said to Him, ‘Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You.’  

Jesus said to him, ‘Tend My sheep’” (John 21:15-17).   

 

 

Love was the reason Paul gave so much of himself to the Lord,  

 

And was even willing to lay down his life for Him.   
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He writes, “For the love of Christ controls us, having concluded this, that one 

died for all, therefore all died; and He died for all, so that they who live might 

no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on their 

behalf” (2 Cor. 5:14-15).   

 

 

If you would shine more brightly for Jesus,  

 

You must have this same kind of love –  

 

You must love Him more than anything else.   

 

Jesus says, “He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; 

and he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.  And he 

who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me.  He 

who has found his life will lose it, and he who has lost his life for My sake 

will find it” (Matt. 10:37-39).   

 

You will devote your life to what you love the most.   

 

If that is anything other than Him,  

 

You won’t be able to do what He calls you to do.   

 

That thing will cripple you.   

 

 

2.  But how can you love Jesus this much?   

 

a.  It begins with Him.   

 

He has to give you this love.   

 

If you haven’t come to Him,  

 

If you haven’t trusted Him and received His life,  

 

This is where you need to start:   

 

Turn from your sins and trust Him now:   

 

Only He can change your heart.   

 

 

b.  But having come to Him,  
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You need to understand that the strength of your love depends largely on you.   

 

There are things you must do to make it grow.   

 

You need to use the means God has given you:   

 

Read the Word and pray in faith,  

 

Worship and fellowship with other believers,  

 

Come to the Lord’s Table.   

 

The Spirit will use these things to strengthen you.   

 

 

c.  As you become spiritually stronger, your faith will also be strengthened.   

 

As it is, you will see the truth of what God says more clearly:   

 

That He really does exist,  

 

That His kingdom exists,  

 

That there really is life after death,  

 

There is heaven and hell,  

 

That it does matter how you live,  

 

That God will use your efforts to bring others to Him,  

 

That He will reward you for what you do for Him.   

 

If you really don’t believe these things are true,  

 

It will reflect in your life –  

 

You will do little or nothing for Him.    

 

But if you do believe them,  

 

Your life will reflect that as well.   

 

 

d.  But as your faith is strengthened,  
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There is one more thing you will see more clearly,  

 

Something that will help you shine even more brightly,  

 

And that is His love for you and for mankind:   

 

His love will strengthen your love.   

 

 

Spurgeon writes, “If you would love God, do not look within you to see 

whether this grace or that be as it ought to be, but look to your God, and 

read his eternal love, his boundless love, his costly love, which gave 

Christ for you; then shall your love drink in fresh life and vigor” (Loving 

God Deeply).   

 

You should look at your life to see if God’s grace is there –  

 

To see if you really know Jesus –  

 

But you should look to His love, if you want your love to grow.   

 

 

It was the love that Jesus had for him that moved George Whitefield to put 

himself out so unstintingly in His service.  He wrote, “The love of Jesus 

… is unfathomable . . . O the height, the depth, the length, and breadth, of 

this love, that brought the King of Glory from His throne, to die for such 

rebels as we are, when we had acted so unkindly against Him, and 

deserved nothing but eternal damnation.”   

 

It was the desire to declare this love to others that moved Spurgeon to labor 

as he did:   

 

He writes, “It has been my one and only business to set forth the love of God 

to men in Christ Jesus.  I heard lately of an aged minister of whom it was 

said, ‘Whatever his text, he never failed to set forth God as love, and 

Christ as the atonement for sin.’  I wish that much the same may be said of 

me.  My heart’s desire has been to sound forth as with a trumpet the good 

news that ‘God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 

that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting 

life’” (Immeasurable Love).   

 

If you want your love for the Father and for His Son, Jesus, to grow,  

 

Then meditate more on their love for you.   
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3.  And then, when your love has grown to the point  

 

Where you love Him as you should,  

 

God will help you in your efforts to glorify Him.   

 

Hanani the prophet, said to Asa king of Judah, when he put his trust in Ben-

Hadad the king of Aram, to deliver him from Baasha king of Israel, instead of 

the Lord,  

 

“For the eyes of the LORD move to and fro throughout the earth that He may 

strongly support those whose heart is completely His” (2 Chr. 16:9).   

 

When your heart belongs fully to Him,  

 

God will use you, and use you powerfully,  

 

As He did Peter, Paul, Whitefield, Spurgeon, and a host of others.   

 

 

And so if you want to shine as the Lord calls you to this evening,  

 

Turn from your sins and trust Christ,  

 

Use His means to strengthen your faith,  

 

Meditate on His love until you love Him most of all,  

 

And then look to the Lord to use you,  

 

Because that is the kind of person He will help.  Amen.   

 

http://www.gcmodesto.org 


