
 

“Jesus and the Woman of Samaria, Part 3” 
(John 4:16-26) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  We have been looking at this passage concerning Jesus’ encounter with the 
woman of Samaria to see by way of example how it is that our Lord evangelized.  
Remember that this is the business that Christ and His disciples were always engaged in.  
This is the business that Christ has left to His church of all ages to complete.  It has been 
placed in our hands to call in His elect from out of all of the peoples of the world, 
including those in our own society.  So far we have seen the importance of discipleship, 
that the Lord calls us not to get decisions for Christ, but to make disciples of all the 
nations, to baptize them and to teach them all that Christ has commanded.  We have seen 
the importance of God’s Providence in this matter, as He is the One who has sovereignly 
appointed the opportunities we will have in which to witness.  We must know that He has 
and be ready for them when they arise.  We have seen the importance of not only being 
living witnesses of His life in us, but of also being ready to speak to others to tell them the 
truth of the Gospel.  We have seen the importance of turning the conversation from the 
matters of everyday life to the far more important matters of eternity.  If we only talk to 
our family, friends and neighbors about the matters of this world, we will never be able to 
lead them to the knowledge of the truth.  We have seen that the avenues we should use in 
which to share with others are the modern conventions which the Lord has ordained in His 
Providence.  It is much easier to try and introduce people to Christ in ways which are not 
unusual or flamboyant, but which are normal ways of communication.  And we have seen 
how important it is that a person have an accurate knowledge of the fundamentals of the 
Christian faith before we ever try and show them the way of life.  If a person has a 
Unitarian view of God, such as the Jehovah’s Witnesses, or a polytheistic view of God, 
such as the Mormons, or a false view of who Christ is and what He has done, or a false 
view of the condition of man apart from the grace of God, you cannot tell him to repent 
and believe and have that mean anything close to what God requires.  They must know the 
truth if they are ever to come savingly to Christ.   
 But there is yet more to learn in this passage.  There is yet more that Christ is 
going to communicate to this woman before He tells her the way of salvation.  And as we 
examine this, I want us to be reminded that,  
 
 Christ calls us to seek and to save those who are lost.   
 
I.  Christ Begins Here to Deal with This Woman’s Sins.   

A.  He says to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.”   
1.  Remember that the woman had reached a point where she wanted Christ to give 

her this living water so that she wouldn’t have to come all the way to the well to 
draw.  But Christ was not going to give her the water which He had offer as long 
as the woman was thinking about the kind which was in the well and had not even 
felt the need for the true water.   

2.  So Jesus, at this point, begins to point out that sin.   
a.  Jesus tells her to go and get her husband and then to return.   
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b.  I don’t think that it was because He was unwilling to speak to her without her 
convenant head, for He had already been speaking with her, and He already 
knew that she did not have a husband.   

c.  Rather, He was going to use this request to point out some rather major areas 
of sin, and demonstrate to her at the same time that there was more than a mere 
man standing before her.   

 
B.  The woman replies, “I have no husband.”   

1.  Whether or not she was readily opening her private affairs to the Lord, we cannot 
know for sure.   

2.  But at least here she technically answers the question correctly.   
 

C.  “Jesus said to her, ‘You have well said, “I have no husband”; for you have had five 
husbands, and the one whom you now have is not your husband; this you have said 
truly.’”   
1.  Christ knew of this situation, which is the reason why He pointed to it.   
2.  Here are revealed at least two serious sins:  both of which amount to adultery.   

a.  The woman had had five husbands.  Now it is doubtful that each of the 
husbands died, or were legitimately and righteously put away by her.   

b.  She might have been put away by five men for her own infidelity.  Or she 
may have illegitimately divorced these men before marrying the next.   

c.  The Scripture does give us two grounds for a divorce and remarriage, and an 
additional grounds for a remarriage without a divorce.  The first two are 
desertion by an unbeliever and adultery.  The last one is the death of a spouse.   

d.  It is very likely that not all of these five marriages fell into these categories.  
And if a woman should divorce her husband for less than Scriptural grounds 
and remarry, she is guilty of adultery.   

e.  But I think here, as an aside, that this sin of adultery is not perpetual.  That is, 
a woman continuing in a marriage which was an act of adultery in its 
beginning does not mean that she is continuing to commit adultery.  In other 
words, if she was to repent of the sin of adultery, she should no longer be 
called an adulteress.  She does not need to divorce her husband to show true 
repentance.  Our Savior here recognized that this woman had had five 
husbands.  That is, she has been legitimately called the wife of five men, all at 
different times.   

f.  When a person is illegitimately divorced, for less than biblical grounds, they 
are still considered in the marriage covenant by the Lord.  The only thing 
which can break that bond is infidelity or departure which cannot be remedied.  
So when a person, who is the one who deserted for less than biblical grounds, 
remarries, he or she is actually committing adultery in that act, and therefore 
breaking the marriage covenant with their previous spouse, thus dissolving that 
covenant.  There is no way to redeem that marriage now that they have 
entered into another covenant relationship.  If this were not the case, there 
would be many marriages which exist now which would be acts of perpetual 
adultery.  And there would be many divorces and broken homes necessary 
before they could ever be right with the Lord.  But such I believe is not the 
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case.   
g.  But Jesus also points out to her another sin which she was currently guilty of, 

namely, living with a man who was not her husband.  Whether he was the 
husband of another woman, or a single man to whom she was not married, 
again we cannot know, but either way, she was guilty of the very serious sin of 
adultery.   

h.  But notice that Christ does not harshly denounce her.  He does not speak 
condemningly to her.  He merely uses this to begin to prick her conscience.  
She knew that she was guilty of sin.  But she does not answer harshly in return 
either, for she senses that this One has not come to condemn her, but to help 
her.  Notice that she is still calling Him “sir.”  Christ said to His disciples, 
when they asked Him if He wanted them to call down fire from heaven upon 
the village that rejected Him, “You do not know what kind of spirit you are of; 
for the Son of Man did not come to destroy men's lives, but to save them” 
(Luke 9:55-56).   

  
3.  And here are two important lessons for us.   

a.  The first is that we need to recognize the work of the Law in bringing men and 
women and children to the Savior.  Although we do not have access to the 
hidden secrets of men’s hearts, as our Savior did, we do have a tool placed in 
our hands which is able to discern the thoughts and intentions of the heart, the 
Word of God.  And we must not be afraid to use it in all of its aspects.   

b.  It is very popular today to play up the positive aspects of the Gospel and to 
hide the parts that aren’t so warm and affirming.  It is so easy to tell someone 
all about the things which Christ offers, and to leave out all of the things which 
He requires of us, either to come to Him, or to walk with Him.   

c.  Several years ago, John McArthur was fighting with those who had eliminated 
the message of repentance from sin from the Gospel presentation.  Along with 
that they had also removed holiness or obedience as being necessary to being a 
Christian.   

d.  They said that all that a person needs to do is to pray the sinners prayer and 
mean it, and then they may have everlasting life, even if they never repent of 
their sins or ever bring forth a good work.  Some were going as far as to say 
that a person who prayed to receive Christ could even become an atheist and 
do all in his power to destroy Christianity, and still be eternally secure.   

e.  But that is not the case.  No one can come to Christ who is not willing to 
confess and forsake their sins.  No one can come to Christ who is not willing 
to give up all they possess to follow Him.  No one can come to Christ who is 
not willing to give up even their own lives to follow Him.   

f.  Jesus said that we must count the cost to see if we are willing to pay the price, 
before we pick up our crosses to follow Him.   

g.  These are the things we must present to the unbeliever as we seek to lead 
them to a knowledge of Christ.  We must not, as those to whom Dr. McArthur 
wrote, hide the requirements so that we don’t scare them away.  Keep those 
things secret and let them learn about them later, after they are in the kingdom 
of God.  They cannot even truly enter the kingdom unless they first sit down 
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and count the cost to see if in their hearts they are truly willing to take Christ 
on His terms and not on their own.   

h.  We must be up front about the terms of Christ’s offer.   
i.  But of course, we must also let the Law of God have its perfect work to 

convict them of sin, not only to reveal what it is that they must give up to 
follow Christ, but also to show them how much they need Him and how much 
in danger they are of everlasting damnation if they do not turn from those sins 
and turn to Christ.   

j.  But the second thing is that we must do these things, not in a harsh and 
condemning way, not in a tone which appears as though we are using these 
things more as a whip or rod to beat them with, but rather as a means to appeal 
to them out of concern for their well-being to turn from them.   

k.  Sometimes we can adopt the attitude that if these people are at war with God, 
then they are at war with us as well.  Therefore I should hate them and try to 
use God’s Word to drive the nails into them to let them know what kind of 
destruction awaits all of His enemies.   

l.  It is true that we do need to warn them, and we do need to speak seriously to 
them of these matters.  But it is also true that when we do we must put on a 
spirit of compassion and mercy.  Jesus said, “But I say to you, love your 
enemies, and pray for those who persecute you in order that you may be sons 
of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and 
the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.  For if you love 
those who love you, what reward have you?  Do not even the tax-gatherers do 
the same?  And if you greet your brothers only, what do you do more than 
others?  Do not even the Gentiles do the same?  Therefore you are to be 
perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect” (Matt. 5:44-48).   

m.  We must deal gently and in love, otherwise we may turn them away simply 
by our harshness, rather than their taking offense at the message of the cross.   

 
II.  But at This Point, Something Has Clicked in the Understanding of the Woman.  

She Understands that One Who Is More than a Mere Man Is Standing Before Her.   
A.  “The woman said to Him, ‘Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet.’”   

1.  Christ has revealed to her the fact that He has access to supernatural knowledge.   
2.  She knows now that there is something unique about Him.  He is a prophet.  

Not merely any prophet, but a prophet of the true God.   
3.  This is why the Lord exercised the miraculous, and gave to His messengers the 

ability to do the same:  it was to convince those who heard that what they were 
speaking was the very Word of God.  And of course, since the Word has become 
completed and has already been verified by many miracles by God, miracles are 
no longer necessary for this purpose.   

 
B.  But since she has a real prophet standing before her, now is her opportunity to ask a 

question that she has had on her heart for a while.  She says, “Our fathers worshiped 
in this mountain, and you people say that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought 
to worship.”   
1.  Haven’t there been times in your lives when you wished that you had direct 
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access to God to answer those questions which continually perplex you?  There 
have been in mine.  Just about everyday of my life.   

2.  She realizes that she has just such an opportunity, and she doesn’t want to miss 
it.  She wants to know where men really are to worship God.   
a.  I don’t think that she is trying to escape the reality of her sin by changing the 

subject, for the subject that she chooses is still centering on what Christ is 
speaking to her about.  How should one live so as to please God?   

b.  Should we worship on this mountain, the mountain where our fathers 
worshiped?  It is true that Jacob had built and altar and worshiped on a piece 
of land that he had purchased from the sons of Hamor, near Shechem.  And 
Sanballat, the one who opposed the building of the true temple, had built a 
Temple on the top of Mount Gerizim, which was standing next to Shechem, 
and which was also the place that God had designated for the Israelites to 
pronounce the blessings when they came into the land.   

 
3.  But Jesus put her question aside as something which will shortly be no longer 

significant.  “Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, believe Me, an hour is coming when 
neither in this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, shall you worship the Father.  You 
worship that which you do not know; we worship that which we know, for 
salvation is from the Jews.  But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true 
worshipers shall worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such people the Father 
seeks to be His worshipers.  God is spirit, and those who worship Him must 
worship in spirit and truth’” (4:21-24).   
a.  The significance of these statements are great, and we will not be able to 

probe them fully.   
b.  But what Jesus is saying here in essence is, the Jews are right; they have the 

true worship of God.  “We worship that which we know, for salvation is from 
the Jews.”  It was the Jews to whom the Lord gave His sacred oracles.  It was 
from the Jews that Messiah was to come.  And it was to them first that this 
message of the Gospel was to be taken.   

c.  The Samaritans, on the other hand, although they had their own version of the 
first five books of Moses and worshiped on the Mountain of the blessings and 
of the fathers, were still in error.  “You worship that which you do not know.”  
God had not entrusted them with the truth, nor had He entered into covenant 
with them.   

d.  But these things are not so important now as there is about to be a 
transformation in the economy of God.  “Woman, believe Me, an hour is 
coming in when neither in this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, shall you worship 
the Father. . . .  But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers 
shall worship the Father in Spirit and in truth; for such people the Father seeks 
to be His worshipers.  God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must 
worship in spirit and in truth.”   

e.  Christ had come to put an end to the ceremonial law, that which kept the Jews 
separate and distinct from all of the other peoples, by the fulfilling of it.  The 
place of worship, and the manner of worship, much of which was typological, 
picturing the person and work of Messiah, was about to be abolished.  The 
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true temple was in the heavens.  The shadow was about to be destroyed.  Not 
only would Christ put an end to it by His sacrifice, at which time the veil was 
torn in half to signify its end, but also the Temple itself was to be destroyed in 
only forty years by the armies of Titus.   

f.  Worship was then to be directed heavenward.  God would have now a more 
spiritual form of worship without the material shadows.  Men would approach 
Him through the Mediator in the heavens, rather than those mediators on earth, 
whose work would now be obsolete.   

 
4.  The woman responded, “‘I know that Messiah is coming (He who is called 

Christ); when that One comes, He will declare all things to us.’  Jesus said to her, 
‘I who speak to you am He.’”   
a.  What Jesus said to her was of monumental importance.  But this was 

something which she wanted to hear from the mouth of the Messiah.  Notice 
that this indicates that she at least believed what the Scriptures she had said.  
Messiah was coming, and He would be able to answer for them all the 
questions they have about God.   

b.  Even though the Samaritans were wrong about many things, they were not 
wrong in this expectation.   

c.  But Jesus did not leave her in the dark.  He plainly told her that He was the 
Messiah.   

d.  Even those things which are true within a false religion may be used to bring a 
person to the light.   

 
5.  As I said, there are many important things for us to learn from this passage.  But 

for our purposes this evening, of biblical evangelism, I would like to leave you 
with these two thoughts:   
a.  We must be alert to the opportunities that the Lord provides within the context 

of even those religions which are false.  Such false religions as the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, Mormons, and others, have some truth in them.  If we can pick up 
that strand and use it effectively, we might gain a hearing for the truth.   

b.  But we must be able to skillfully refute false ideas of God and of His worship 
and move the person along to the truth about Him.  As long as the person to 
whom we are speaking does not have a clear idea in their head about Christ, 
they will never be able to truly come to Him.   

c.  And so people of God, let us continue to study to know the truth and to use it 
effectively.  Let us seek to be adequate workmen, handling accurately the 
Word of truth.  It is a large job to be sure, but the more we know and the 
better we can use that knowledge, the more fitting we will be to be used by 
God in the great work of extending God’s kingdom.  May God graciously 
grant to each of us the ability to grow in these areas.  Amen.   


