
“I Will Seek You Earnestly” 
(Psalm 63) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  We come this evening to the end of our series on prayer.  We’ve seen:   
a.  It is to be corporate, as well as private:  Our Father.   
b.  It is to be filial:  Our Father.   
c.  It is to be reverent:  Who is in heaven.   
d.  It is to be focused first on God’s glory:   

(i)  That all men would fear/honor Him.   
(ii)  That His kingdom would advance.   
(iii)  That His will would be obeyed.   
 

e.  Before it focuses on our needs:   
(i)  Daily food, clothing, shelter.   
(ii)  Daily spiritual needs:  forgiveness, forgiving, strength against temptation, 

deliverance from evil.   
(iii)  Even these must have an eye on God’s glory.   

 
2.  Last week, we saw the something of the manner:   

a.  We are commanded to ask, seek, knock.   
b.  We are to do so continually.   
c.  If we do, He will answer.   
d.  If we being evil give good gifts, how much more our heavenly Father.   
e.  He will give us His Spirit – the answer to all our requests.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  But there is something more:   
a.  It’s one thing to seek God for things, even things to glorify Him.   
b.  But it’s another to seek Him.   
c.  This is what the heart of the truly godly desires.   

 
2.  Context:   

a.  It appears as though David is fleeing Absalom.   
(i)  The title:  “A Psalm of David, when he was in the wilderness of Judah.”   
(ii)  When was he in the wilderness?  When running from Saul and Absalom.   
(iii)  Which time is this?  Probably from Absalom:   

(a)  Notice verse 11, “But the king will rejoice in God . . .”  David is king.   
(b)  When he ran from Saul, though anointed, yet he didn’t call himself king.   
(c)  Here he does:  when from Absalom, he was king.   
 

b.  But his flight took him into the wilderness.   
(i)  Away from Jerusalem.   
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(ii)  Away from the Tabernacle, the ark, the worship of God, the symbols of His 
presence and blessing.   

(iii)  There his soul desired communion with God so strongly, he felt it as a thirst, as 
a yearning for the water of His presence in a parched land.   

 
3.  This desire, yearning, thirst after God, is what should be in our souls.  This evening, I 

want us to consider this devotionally.   
 

II.  Sermon.   
A.  First, let’s consider the desire we should have for God.   

1.  David writes, “O God, You are my God; I shall seek You earnestly; my soul thirsts for 
You, my flesh yearns for You, in a dry and weary land where there is no water” (v. 1).   
a.  This is not the seeking of an unbeliever, but a believer:  You are my God.   
b.  Notice what he seeks:  I shall seek You . . . my soul thirsts for You, my flesh yearns 

for You.   
c.  Notice the intensity:  earnestly, thirsting, yearning, dryness/parched.   

(i)  Only a believer would seek God with this intensity with the desire to find Him.   
(ii)  He seeks to know Him, to commune with Him, to love Him.   
(iii)  Thomas Brooks, “O God, You are my God; early will I seek You (or, I will 

diligently seek You, as merchants precious stones that are of greatest value):  my 
soul thirsts for You.  He does not say my soul thirsts for water, but my soul thirsts 
for You; nor does he say my soul thirsts for the blood of my enemies, but my soul 
thirsts for You; nor does he say my soul thirsts for deliverance out of this dry and 
thirsty land, where no water is; nor does he say my soul thirsts for a crown, a 
kingdom, but my soul thirsts for You, my flesh longs for You.  These words are a 
notable metaphor . . . to note his earnest, ardent, and strong affections towards 
God” (Treasury of David).   

(iv)  “Oh that Christ would come near, and stand still, and give me leave to look 
upon him!  For to look seems the poor man's privilege, since he may, for nothing 
and without hire, behold the sun.  I should have a king's life, if I had no other 
thing to do than for evermore to behold and eye my fair Lord Jesus:  nay, suppose 
I were held out at heaven's fair entry, I should be happy for evermore, to look 
through a hole in the door, and see my dearest and fairest Lord's face.  O great 
King!  Why do You stand at a distance?  Why do You remain beyond the 
mountains?  O Well Beloved, why do You pain a poor soul with delays?  A long 
time out of Your glorious presence is two deaths and two hells to me.  We must 
meet.  I must see Him, I am not able to do without him.  Hunger and longing for 
Christ has brought on such a necessity of enjoying Christ that I will not, I am not 
able to do without him; for I cannot master nor command Christ's love” (Samuel 
Rutherford, Treasury).   

(v)  It is those who have this hunger and thirst in them, Jesus said, that will have their 
souls satisfied (Matt. 5:6).   

 
2.  This thirst should become stronger when separated from His worship:  “Thus I have 

seen You in the sanctuary, to see Your power and Your glory” (v. 2), or continuing the 
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previous sentence, “to see Your power and Your glory as I have seen You in the 
sanctuary.”   
a.  His separation from the symbols of God’s presence is a wilderness:  a dry and weary 

land where there is no water.   
b.  David wants to see God as he saw Him in the sanctuary in worship:  His power and 

glory.   
c.  It should grieve us to be separated from the worship of God; for here we see His 

glory; He reveals Himself to us.   
d.  “It is, or should be, the desire of every Christian to see and enjoy more and more of 

the glory of God.  . . . the accomplishment of this design is to be sought by a devout 
and diligent attendance upon the worship of the sanctuary.  How is God's character in 
the sanctuary manifested to believers?  By the ministry of reconciliation – by the 
exhibition of gospel truth.  Believers grow in their knowledge of the divine character 
in the sanctuary, by observing and feeling the application of those great doctrines to 
the souls of men, by the power and influence of the Holy Spirit.  The effects that 
result to the believer in his history and experience, [come] from an increasing 
knowledge of the power and glory of God.  The effects of this knowledge are great 
and manifold.  The believer, by fresh displays of the divine glory, is disenchanted 
from the fascination of the world.  Another effect of an increasing acquaintance with 
God, and of every view of the divine glory we obtain, is that the mind is disentangled 
from the embarrassments into which it is sometimes thrown by the aspect of 
providence.  By seeing the divine power and glory in the sanctuary, we shall have 
our strength renewed to go on our Christian course afresh.  A view of the divine 
glory crucifies our lusts, and puts the corruptions of our heart to death.  Fresh views 
of the divine power and glory nourish our humility.  These views of the divine glory 
in the sanctuary arm us for our conflict with the last enemy” (John Angel James, 
Treasury).   

e.  Our soul’s thirst should make us long for worship.   
 

3.  His thirsting causes him to meditate on God’s lovingkindness, that it is better than 
anything else he has in life, or ever will have.   
a.  “Because Your lovingkindness is better than life, my lips will praise You” (v. 3).   
b.  Thomas Brooks,  “Divine favor is better than life; it is better than life with all its 

revenues, with all its [trappings], [such] as honors, riches, pleasures, applause, etc.; 
yea, it is better than many lives put together.  Now you know at what a high rate men 
value their lives; they will bleed, sweat, vomit, purge, part with an estate, yea, with a 
limb, yea, limbs, to preserve their lives.  As he cried out, ‘Give me any deformity, 
any torment, any misery, so you spare my life.’  Now, though life be so dear and 
precious to a man, yet a deserted soul prizes the returnings of divine favor upon him 
above life, yea, above many lives.  Many men have been weary of their lives, as is 
evident in Scripture and history; but no man was ever yet found that was weary of 
the love and favor of God.  No man sets so high a price upon the sun as he that hath 
long lain in a dark dungeon, etc.” (Treasury).   

c.  God’s mercies are more precious than anything else we possess.   
 

4.  The consideration of this moves him to praise God.   
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a.  “My lips will praise You.  So I will bless You as long as I live; I will lift up my 
hands in Your name” (vv. 3-4).   

b.  He pours out his heart to his Lord.   
c.  “Is it possible that any man should love another and not commend him, nor speak of 

him?  If you had but a hawk or a hound that you loved, you would commend it; and 
can it stand with love to Christ, yet seldom or never to speak of him nor of his love, 
never to commend him unto others, that they may fall in love with him also?  You 
shall see the Spouse (# 5:9,16) when she was asked, what her beloved was above 
others?  She sets him out in every part of him, and concludes with this:  "He is 
altogether lovely:"  Because Your lovingkindness (David says) is better than life, my 
lips shall praise You, and I will bless You while I live.  Can it stand with this life of 
love, to be always speaking about worldly affairs, or news at the best; both weekday 
and Sabbath day, in bed and at board, in good company and in bad, at home and 
abroad?  I tell you, it will be one main reason why you desire to live, that you may 
make the Lord Jesus known to your children, friends, acquaintances, that so in the 
ages to come his name might ring, and his memorial might be of sweet fragrance, 
from generation to generation (Psalms 71:18).  If before your conversion, especially, 
you have poisoned others by your vain and corrupt speeches, after your conversion 
you will seek to season the hearts of others by a gracious, sweet, and wise 
communication of savory and blessed speeches; what the Lord has taught you you 
will talk of it to others, for the sake of Him whom you love.”  Thomas Sheppard 
(1605-1649), in “The Sound Believer” (Treasury).   

 
5.  And as David pours out his heart to God, he finds the satisfaction his soul desires:  “My 

soul is satisfied as with marrow and fatness, and my mouth offers praises with joyful 
lips” (v. 5).   
a.  He finds spiritual satisfaction even in the wilderness and praises God joyfully.   
b.  Thomas Brooks, “My soul shall be satisfied with fatness and fatness: so the Hebrew 

has it; that is, my soul shall be full of comfort, it shall be filled up to the brim with 
pleasure and delight, in the remembrance and enjoyment of God upon my bed, or 
upon my beds, in the plural, as the Hebrew has it.  David had many a hard bed and 
many a hard lodging, whilst he was in his wilderness condition.  It oftentimes so fell 
out that he had nothing but the bare ground for his bed, and the stones for his pillow, 
and the hedges for his curtains, and the heavens for his canopy; yet, in this condition, 
God was sweeter than marrow and fatness to him; though his bed was never so hard, 
yet in God he had full satisfaction and content” (Treasury).   

c.  “When I remember You upon my bed, and meditate on You in the night watches, my 
soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and fatness.  Communion with God in secret is 
a heaven upon earth.  What food can compare with the hidden manna?  Some 
persons have excellent banquets in their closets.  That bread which the saints eat in 
secret, how pleasant is it!  Ah! what stranger can imagine the joy, the melody, which 
even the secret tears of the saints cause!  Believers find rich mines of silver and gold 
in solitary places; they fetch up precious jewels out of secret holes, out of the bottom 
of the ocean, where are no inhabitants.  Naturalists observe that those fish are 
sweetest which lie hid.  Saints have often sweet joy and refreshment in secret; they 
have meat to eat, which the world knows not of.  The fig tree, olive, and vine would 
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not leave their sweetness, fatness, and cheerfulness, to be kings over other trees 
(Judges 9:11-13).  They that know what it is to enjoy God in secret, would not leave 
it, or lose it, to be kings or commanders over the whole world (George Swinnock, 
Treasury).   

d.  God is the fountain that alone can quench the thirst the Christian feels.   
 

B.  Second, let’s consider the blessing and protection we have when we find our soul’s refuge 
in God.   
1.  In his trouble, David considers the Lord’s help in times past and finds hope.   

a.  When I remember You on my bed, I meditate on You in the night watches, for You 
have been my help, and in the shadow of Your wings I sing for joy.  My soul clings 
to You; Your right hand upholds me” (vv. 6-8).   

b.  He meditates, “The meditation of anything has more sweetness in it than bare 
remembrance.  The memory is the chest to lay up a truth, but meditation is the palate 
to feed upon it.  The memory is like the ark in which the manna was laid up; 
meditation is like Israel's eating of the manna.  When David began to meditate upon 
God, it was sweet to him as marrow.  There is as much difference between a truth 
remembered and a truth meditated, as between a cordial in the glass and a cordial 
drunk down.  John Wells (1668), in "Sabbath Holiness."  (Treasury).   

c.  As he meditates on the past, his faith is strengthened:  “The surest way, and the 
nearest way, to lay hold upon God is the consideration of that which he has done 
already, which was David's way here; because, says he, this was God's way before, 
therefore will I look for God in this way still. . . .  I cannot have better security for 
present nor future than God's former mercies exhibited to me” (Abraham Wright, 
Treasury).   

d.  When in trouble, consider the Lord’s past mercies to strengthen your confidence in 
what He will do now.   

 
2.  And so in faith, David sees what will happen to his enemies.   

a.  “But those who seek my life to destroy it, will go into the depths of the earth.  They 
will be delivered over to the power of the sword; they will be a prey for foxes.  But 
the king will rejoice in God; everyone who swears by Him will glory, for the mouths 
of those who speak lies will be stopped” (vv. 9-11).   

b.  God will destroy them.  They will go to the grave.   
c.  They will be given by God into the hands of their enemies; their bodies food for 

scavengers:  righteous retribution.   
d.  David will rejoice in the Lord:  I will call upon the Lord who is worthy to be praised 

and I am saved from my enemies.   
e.  We don’t need to worry:  God will set all things right.   
f.  All who delight in Him will have their soul’s desire:  glory in Him.   
g.  But those who continue seeking evil will receive evil.   


