
 

“I Will Open My Mouth in Parables” 
Matthew 13:34-35 

 
 
 

Introduction:  Why did Christ come into the world?  What did He really come to do?  I think that we often 
miss the big picture by focussing on just parts of it.  We tend to think so much about what He came to do 
for us personally that we forget what He came to do for His Father or to this world.  It is true that He came 
to save sinners.  We need to be thankful that He did, for if He hadn’t, then all we would have to look 
forward to would be hell.  But He did more than this.  He also came to set up a kingdom.  The reason Jesus 
put on our flesh, our humanity, was more than just to save us.  He came to live and to die, so that He might 
establish His gracious kingdom in this world, a kingdom which would last forever.  This is what the Old 
Covenant types and shadows were pointing God’s people to.  This is also what Jesus is explaining to His 
disciples in Matthew 13 through these parables.   
  Jesus has already shown us many things about His kingdom.  He has shown us how it will be built:  
through the preaching and witnessing of His Word.  He has shown us who will be in it:  both the sons of the 
kingdom and the sons of the evil one.  Last week, He revealed that it would begin very small, and yet 
become very large.  We know that the kingdom began with Jesus Himself and a small handful of followers 
who were His disciples.  But we also know from the Scripture that it will become very large, the largest 
kingdom on earth, overshadowing all other earthly kingdoms.  He also said that its influence at first would 
be relatively limited.  His teaching didn’t change the world around Him all at once, but only little by little, 
one life at a time.  But it will become strong, so strong that it will eventually influence this whole world.  
This is something else I think we often overlook.  We tend to focus on just what’s taking place around us, 
in the here and now, and we become discouraged.  We tend to forget how much of this prophecy has 
already taken place:  that the kingdom is already much larger and much more influential than it was when 
Jesus spoke these parables.  And even though it looks like Christianity is growing weaker instead of 
stronger in this country, we can know from the Bible that this trend will someday be reversed, and God’s 
kingdom will dominate the world.  We must be able to see this through the eyes of faith, we must believe 
strongly enough to see these things which aren’t yet seen.  If we can’t, they won’t do us any good at all.  
This is what I am hoping the Lord will open our eyes to in this chapter.  We don’t need to live with a 
depressed and pessimistic view of what is going to happen.  The kingdom of God will overcome, it will 
conquer and subdue all the other kingdoms of this world.  Jesus tells us that it will.   
  But again Jesus reminds us of this morning that these wonderful truths of the glorious future of His 
kingdom are only for His people.  They are only for the members of His family.  They are not for those 
outside.  Those who are outside of His family have nothing to do with these blessings.  Even if the Lord 
were to offer them the kingdom, which He does through His gospel, they still would not receive them.  
They hate these things, because they hate Christ.  But His children love them, because they love Christ.  
This is why Jesus would never explain the meaning of these parables in public.  He would not cast His 
pearls before swine.  This is also why He explained them in secret, because His disciples would receive 
these things and glory in them.  And this brings us to the point of this morning’s passage.  Jesus tells us 
here that  
 
  God has willed to reveal to us the things about His kingdom which have been hidden from the 
beginning of the world, but He has not willed to reveal them to the ungodly.   
 
  This morning, I would like for us to look at three things:  1)  Why God hides His truth from the 
ungodly, 2)  How God hides His truth from the ungodly, and 3)  How God reveals His truth to the godly.   
 
I.  First of all, Why does God hide His truth from the ungodly?  Matthew writes, “All these things 

Jesus spoke to the multitudes in parables, and He did not speak to them without a parable” (v. 
34).   It is obvious here that Jesus is hiding His truth from them, but why did He do this?  If He 
had come into the world to reveal His Father’s will, why was He now speaking to them through 
these stories which were much harder to understand than plain and simple speech?   
A.  We need only go back to chapter 12, to see the reason why.   

1.  Some of the leaders of the Jews had accused Jesus of being in partnership with the devil, because 
He had cast a demon out of a man.   



2 

 

2.  Still others had rejected all of His works and teaching He had done before and wanted more signs 
from Him before they would believe.   

 
B.  But what they had done was very wicked.   

1.  Jesus said that the first group had committed the unpardonable sin.  There was no forgiveness for 
them.  They had hardened their hearts to the point that they would never repent, and so their 
damnation was now certain.   

2.  As for the others, even though they didn’t think they had seen enough, Jesus said they were 
already without excuse for their sin by what they had seen, and therefore would be judged more 
harshly on the day of judgment because of the light they already had.   

3.  It is any wonder then, that Jesus was now taking the light away from them?   
a.  Jesus told His disciples earlier, in the Sermon on the Mount, “Do not give what is holy to 

dogs, and do not throw your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and 
turn and tear you to pieces” (7:6).   

b.  The consecrated food of the priests -- that which is holy -- was not to be fed to the dogs.  It 
was for the priests only.  And pearls -- which are precious jewels -- are not to be given to 
pigs, because they don’t understand their value.  What He meant by this, of course, was that 
we are not to give those things which are precious to God to those who despise their true 
worth.   

c.  Now Jesus didn’t mean by this that we’re not supposed to give the Gospel to an unbeliever, 
because He tells us in other places that it is to be given to every living creature.  What He 
meant was that when we do share the Gospel with someone, and they clearly reject it, we are 
not to keep giving it to them.  They cannot see its value.  They will only despise it.  We are 
to leave them alone.   

d.  Jesus told His disciples that if a town or village rejected their message, they were to wipe the 
dust off of their feet in protest against them as they were leaving (Luke 10:10-11).  When 
someone rejects God’s truth, God takes it away from them.  He hides it from them.   

 
II.  Secondly, how does God hide His truth from the ungodly?  He does this by speaking to them in 

parables.   
A.   You will notice that after the Pharisees and scribes publicly rejected Jesus, He began to speak to the 

multitudes in a different way, in parables.   
1.  This doesn’t mean that everything He said to them was in parables.   

a.  When He wanted to rebuke them, He would often speak very plainly to them.   
b.  But when He would speak to a mixed group of believers and unbelievers about the kingdom, 

He would speak in parables, so that those who weren’t supposed to hear the truth, wouldn’t.   
c.  Jesus said, “Therefore I speak to them in parables; because while seeing they do not see, and 

while hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand” (13:13).   
 

2.  But we might ask, Was this a nice thing for God to do?  Isn’t God always kind to the unbeliever?   
a.  Usually He is, far more than anyone deserves.  But He is not always as kind to everyone.  He 

gets particularly angry with those who reject His goodness, especially when they reject His 
Son and His Gospel.  But He doesn’t take all of it away until a person dies in their sins.   

b.  These Jews had rejected Jesus, therefore God was rejecting them.  Jesus said, “In their case 
the prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled, which says, ‘You will keep on hearing, but will not 
understand; and you will keep on seeing, but will not perceive; for the heart of this people 
has become dull, and with their ears they scarcely hear, and they have closed their eyes lest 
they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart and 
return, and I should heal them’” (vv. 14-15).   

c.  They had closed their eyes and ears to God’s truth, and so God left them in that state and 
would not heal them.   

 
B.  The Lord also continues to hide His truth from unbelievers today.   

1.  But how does He do this, seeing that He has allowed His Word to go into so many places?   
a.  Just about every house has a Bible in it.  And the Gideons have put them into just about every 

prison, every hospital and every hotel.   
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b.  Now if a person wants to know what Jesus meant by the parables, all he has to do is to pick 
up his Bible and read.   

c.  If this is the case, how does God still hide His truth?   
 

2.  The answer is that He gives His Word to all, but He doesn’t give eyes and ears to everyone.   
a.  Back in those days, God brought judgment on Israel for rejecting what He had already given 

them.  Sometimes He will take His Word away from whole nations because of this.   
b.  But more commonly, He simply hardens the hearts of those who have a Bible, so that they 

won’t read it.   
c.  How does He do this?  He just removes the common work of His Spirit that would give them 

any desire to read it in the first place and allows the sin in their own hearts to do its work.   
d.  God often hardens the hearts of those who reject His Word.  He will even harden the hearts of 

His own children who won’t listen to it, until they come to their senses, repent, and begin to 
seek Him again (Isa. 63:17).   

 
III.  But let us move on now to the last point, and that is, How God reveals His truth to the godly.  

Certainly, He does this by speaking to us very plainly and simply in His Word.  But He also does 
so through these same parables.  Matthew writes, “Jesus spoke to the multitudes in parables . . . 
so that what was spoken through the prophet might be fulfilled, saying, ‘I will open my mouth in 
parables; I will utter things hidden since the foundation of the world’” (v. 35).   
A.  First, Matthew says that Jesus, in speaking these parables, was fulfilling the words of the prophet.  

In order to understand what He means here, we will need to look at the context of this passage in the 
Old Testament.   
1.  He is quoting Psalm 78, which reads, “Listen, O my people, to my instruction; incline your ears 

to the words of my mouth.  I will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter dark sayings of old, 
which we have heard and known, and our fathers have told us.  We will not conceal them from 
their children, but tell to the generation to come the praises of the Lord, and His strength and His 
wondrous works that He has done” (vv. 1-4).   
a.  Here, the psalmist, or the prophet, is calling upon the people of God to pay attention to what 

he is going to say because of its importance, but also because to understand it will require 
some effort on their part.   

b.  If we had time to read this psalm, we would see that what he goes on to tell them about are 
God’s wonderful acts of love and mercy to their fathers in bringing them up out of Egypt and 
into the Promised Land.  In other words, He tells them about God’s redemptive acts on 
behalf of Israel, and how He brought them out of the bondage of Egypt and into the land of 
Promise to establish God’s kingdom.   

 
2.  Now how does Jesus fulfill this prophecy?   

a.  Well, certainly Jesus was also declaring God’s wonderful and gracious acts of redemptive 
mercy through His parables.   

b.  The only difference was that the things He was speaking of were mainly future, while what 
the psalmist was speaking of was mainly past.   

 
3.  But we might ask further, In what other way does Jesus fulfill this prophesy?   

a.  I believe the main thing that Matthew is pointing to here is the fact that both prophets were 
speaking in parables.   

b.  The psalmist plainly tells us that he is using parables and dark sayings to teach them about 
the wonderful works of the Lord.  So does Christ.   

c.  But the interesting thing I would draw your attention to is that when Jesus speaks, what He 
says are clearly parables.  But what the psalmist goes on to describe doesn’t sound like a 
parable, but like a straight forward history of God’s redemptive work on behalf of Israel.  If 
this is the case, why does he call it a parable?   
(i)  I believe that this unlocks for us one of the most significant things we can understand 

about Israel’s history.  First, it is history.  These things did happen as the Lord tells us.  
But God so supernaturally and Providentially guided the events in Israel, that even its 
history is a type or shadow or “parable” of the redemptive work of God in Christ.  This 
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means that not only the offices of prophet, priest and king, and the institutions of the 
Tabernacle and the Temple, and the rituals and sacrifices in the Ceremonial Law 
prefigured Christ and His work, but also the events in the history of Israel.   

(ii)  Just consider some of the examples Asaph gives us in this psalm.   
(a)  He speaks about Israel’s deliverance from Egypt.  This is a type of the believer’s 

being delivered from the devil’s kingdom into the kingdom of Christ (v. 12).   
(b)  He speaks about the Passover they celebrated.  This was a type of Christ, the Lamb of 

God, who was sacrificed in the place of His people (v. 12).   
(c)  He tells us of their passing through the Red Sea.  This was a type of their baptism 

into the sufferings, death and resurrection of Christ (v. 13).  It was also a type of their 
passing through death into God’s heavenly kingdom.   

(d)  He speaks of the water which came from the rock when it was struck.  This was a 
type of Christ who was struck in order to give us the living water which comes from 
heaven (v. 20).   

(e)  He speaks of the manna God fed them with.  This was a type of Christ who is the true 
bread who comes down from heaven (vv. 24-25).   

(f)  He tells us of His bringing them into the Promised Land.  This is a type of bringing 
the true believer into heaven (v. 54).  It may also be a type of what Christ intends to 
do to this world, as He clears out His enemies and brings in His kingdom.   

(g)  If we were to search the New Testament, we would find many more examples of how 
the history of the Old Covenant people of God was really a type of the redemptive 
work and kingdom of Christ.  It was still true history, but it was ordered and directed 
by God, and the specific details written in such a way that it prefigured Christ and His 
kingdom.  This may be true of the entire history of Israel.   

 
B.  Now these things are true, but the question still remains, How does God reveal His truth to believers 

through these things?   
1.  Well, let’s ask ourselves again, Why did the psalmist write that particular psalm?   

a.  It was first of all to reveal to the generation to come the wonderful works of the Lord.   
b.  But there was also a deeper reason.  It was so that they might meditate on these works of the 

Lord, and like the ceremonies, institutions and offices, find Christ in them.   
c.  If a person didn’t have faith, he could still understand the history of Israel, but he couldn’t see 

Christ.  But if he did have faith, he could see both.  Through these historic parables, Christ 
and His kingdom were both concealed and revealed.   

 
2.  The same is true of Christ’s parables:  in them the truth of God’s redemptive kingdom is both 

concealed and revealed.   
a.  It is concealed to the unbeliever, who won’t take the time or have interest enough to find out 

what they mean.  He will certainly never see its glory and worth.   
b.  But it is revealed to the believer, who takes the time to meditate on these things, because they 

are precious to him.   
 

3.  People of God, this passage exhorts us this morning to meditate on what Christ tells us here until 
its true meaning comes home to our hearts.   
a.  Even the parables which Jesus explains require some thought on our part to understand them.  

How much more those He doesn’t?   
b.  But certainly these things are worth it, aren’t they?  Matthew tells us here that Jesus is 

speaking about things which have been hidden since the foundation of the world, which have 
now been revealed because God wants us to know them.   

c.  Let us therefore apply our minds and stir up our hearts to study these things.  Let’s not forget 
that it is a great blessing from God that we have them revealed to us.  Jesus said in verses 16-
17, “But blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, because they hear.  For truly 
I say to you, that many prophets and righteous men desired to see what you see, and did not 
see it; and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.”  May the Lord help us through faith to 
see Christ and His glory in the Old Testament and in the parables of the New.  May He 
especially encourage us to live in the light of these truths of the kingdom, so that we will be 
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strengthened to serve the Lord with all of our heart and with all of our might.  Amen.   


	Home Page
	Hear Sermon

