
“I Will Make You a Light to the Nations” 
(Isaiah 49:1-13) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  We understand by now that Isaiah was written in the context of the coming exile of 

Judah by the Assyrians.   
B.  In the middle of the darkness of this impending judgment of God, He interjects rays of 

light – the promise to send the Messiah.   
C.  The darkness of judgment makes a stark contrast for the glory of His Son.   
D.  The fear it engenders opens the eyes and clears the mind, making the person ready to 

listen more carefully to what follows.   
E.  What we see this evening is another prophecy of the Messiah, who He would be, and 

what He would do, specifically, that He would be called as a prophet to establish His 
covenant both with Israel and with the Gentiles.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, who is it that speaks here?  This prophecy is given from the perspective of the 
Messiah.  Notice, “the Lord called Me from the womb; from the body of My mother He 
named Me” (v. 1).   
1.  Here the Messiah is already acting in His office as a prophet even before He comes 

into the world.   
2.  This shouldn’t surprise us though, for the Spirit of prophecy is the Spirit of Christ, 

and Christ is the living Word of God.  Every prophecy the Lord ever made has, in 
essence, come from Christ.   

 
B.  Second, to whom is this prophecy directed?  It is directed to the Gentiles.  The Messiah 

says, “Listen to Me, O islands, and pay attention, you peoples from afar” (v. 1).   
1.  Messiah is speaking to His covenant people, since it is given through Isaiah to Judah.   
2.  But He is directing it to the Gentiles.  They are the islands.  They are those who are 

far off.   
a.  Gentiles are represented in Scripture as being far off (Cf. Acts 2:39).  They might 

not be too far away geographically, but they are spiritually.   
b.  Paul writes, “Therefore remember, that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, 

who are called ‘Uncircumcision’ by the so-called ‘Circumcision,’ which is 
performed in the flesh by human hands – remember that you were at that time 
separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to 
the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.  But now 
in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the 
blood of Christ” (Eph. 2:11-13).   

c.  The Gentiles were far from the Lord.  They knew nothing about His salvation.  
But they were about to find out.   

 
C.  But now who is this Messiah that calls out to the Gentiles?   

1.  Certainly, He would be a man.   
a.  The Lord called Him from the womb, from the body of His mother.   
b.  This refers to the incarnation of the Son of God.   
c.  Christ became a man for us and for our salvation.  He had to that He might obey 

and die for us.   
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2.  But He would also be a prophet.   
a.  Notice the Lord called Him and named Him.  In Hebrew parallelism, this 

probably refers to the same thing:  His calling from the Lord.   
b.  But what was He called to be?  A prophet.  Notice, “He has made My mouth like 

a sharp sword” (v. 2).   
c.  This is familiar imagery regarding Christ.  When John saw Him in his vision on 

Patmos, this is how He appeared.  He says, “And in His right hand He held seven 
stars; and out of His mouth came a sharp two-edged sword; and His face was like 
the sun shining in its strength” (Rev. 1:16).   

d.  The Word of God is called the sword of the Spirit (Eph. 6:17), but it is far more 
powerful than any sword.  It is like a sword in its ability to divide between truth 
and error and in discerning the thoughts and intentions of our hearts (Heb. 4:12).  
This is why we often react so strongly to it – either for good or bad.  It is 
powerful.  But we should always submit to what it says – as our Confession says, 
“Yielding obedience to the commands, trembling at the threatenings, and 
embracing the promises of God for this life and that which is to come” (14.2).   

e.  Christ was to come armed with the sword of the Spirit to do the work of God.   
f.  Because of His sword-like power, He is also called a select arrow, the one that 

always hits the mark, the one hidden in the quiver until it is needed.  The Father 
sent His Son into the world at the right time to hit the right mark – to accomplish 
His will through preaching His Word.   

g.  But because of His effectiveness in His ministry, He would also be open to attack 
from the enemy of God’s kingdom, so the Messiah here says that His Father will 
conceal Him in the shadow of His hand (v. 2), or under the shelter of His wings, 
as it were.  He would not allow anything to harm Him, until it was time for Him 
to fulfill His priestly sacrifice in laying down His life.  His will would be done.   

 
3.  Christ would be a man and a prophet.  Finally, He would be God’s Servant, the One 

through whom He would show His glory.   
a.  The Son of God submitted to the Father in the Covenant of Grace – He became a 

man, learned obedience, and laid down His life.   
b.  His Father calls Him Israel – not the nation, but Christ Himself – to the fact that 

He is the true Israel, the man who truly has a heart for God.   
c.  But being the Son of God, He revealed the glory of God – in His person (God in 

human flesh), in His obedience and suffering (fulfilling God’s justice), in His 
becoming the means to show mercy to others (the glory of God’s mercy).   

d.  He has become our Servant to bring salvation to us.  He has washed us from our 
sins.   

e.  He has revealed God’s glory to us and opened our eyes to see its beauty.   
f.  And He has called us to be servants.  He died for us, that we might die for Him.   
 

D.  But to whom would the Lord first send Him, and what would be the result?   
1.  He would send Him first to His own people.   

a.  He says, “And now says the Lord, who formed Me from the womb to be His 
Servant, to bring Jacob back to Him, in order that Israel might be gathered to Him 
(For I am honored in the sight of the Lord, and My God is My strength)” (v. 5).   

b.  The Messiah was first to be sent to gather the lost sheep of the house of Israel 
(Matt. 15:24).   
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2.  But they would reject Him.   

a.  He says, “But I said, ‘I have toiled in vain, I have spent My strength for nothing 
and vanity; yet surely the justice due to Me is with the LORD, and My reward 
with My God’” (v. 4), and “Thus says the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel, and its 
Holy One, to the despised One, to the One abhorred by the nation” (v. 7a).   

b.  When Christ came to His own people, they rejected Him.  John writes, “He was in 
the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know 
Him.  He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him” 
(John 1:10-11).   

 
E.  But did their rejection of the Messiah mean that God’s plan was frustrated?  No.   

1.  In spite of it, the Lord established His covenant through Him.   
a.  The Lord says to His Servant, the Messiah, “In a favorable time I have answered 

You, and in a day of salvation I have helped You; and I will keep You and give 
You for a covenant of the people” (v. 8).   

b.  In spite of the Messiah’s rejection and crucifixion at the hands of His people, God 
answered His prayer.  He was heard because of His piety (Heb. 5:7).   

c.  God helped Him.  He raised Him up from the dead.  He accepted His payment of 
obedience and atonement for His people.  He established His covenant with His 
elect, as He said He would.   

d.  Most of the Jews rejected Him, but not all.  John continues, “But as many as 
received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those 
who believe in His name, who were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, 
nor of the will of man, but of God” (John 1:12-13).  There were some Jews who 
were saved.  All the elect Jews would be brought to faith in Christ.   

e.  They would be given to Christ as the just payment of His work, as His reward for 
becoming a guarantee, a surety, for His people.   

 
2.  He would free them from their bondage to sin and Satan.   

a.  He would say to those who were bound, “Go forth.”   
b.  He would find those hidden in darkness and say, “Show yourselves” (v. 9).   
 

3.  He would become their Shepherd, care for their needs, and protect them.   
a.  “Along the roads they will feed, and their pasture will be on all bare heights.  

They will not hunger or thirst, neither will the scorching heat or sun strike them 
down; for He who has compassion on them will lead them, and will guide them to 
springs of water” (vv. 9-10).   

b.  He will provide for them, He will bring food out of barren places – spiritual food 
where before there was only a famine.  They will not hunger or thirst – the Lord is 
my Shepherd, I shall not want – the sun shall not harm them – they shall be 
protected – He will lead them – as a Shepherd His sheep, by His Word, in the 
truth – He will guide them to springs of water – the Holy Spirit – the mountains 
will become a road – the difficult ways smooth – His highways will be raised up – 
the ways of the Lord exalted.   

 
4.  He would restore their captivity and make them to inherit the land, “To restore the 

land, to make them inherit the desolate heritages” (v. 8), which really points beyond 
the restoration to the land of Canaan to the eternal inheritance.   

5.  But notice that this wouldn’t be just for the elect Jews, it would also be for the elect 
Gentiles.   
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a.  The Lord says to Him, “It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant to 

raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also 
make You a light of the nations so that My salvation may reach to the end of the 
earth” (v. 6).   

b.  He says, “And I will make all My mountains a road, and My highways will be 
raised up.  Behold, these shall come from afar; and lo, these will come from the 
north and from the west, and these from the land of Sinim” (vv. 11-12).  Sinim 
means the extremity of the known world.   

c.  He will gather together His elect people from every tribe and tongue and nation 
and kindred.   

d.  In John’s vision, when Jesus took the book which no one could open, the four 
living creatures and the twenty-four elders “sang a new song, saying, ‘Worthy art 
Thou to take the book, and to break its seals; for Thou wast slain, and didst 
purchase for God with Thy blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and 
nation’” (Rev. 5:9).   

e.  After the rejection of the Messiah by His people, He would turn to the Gentiles to 
provoke His own people to jealousy.  Speaking of Israel, Paul writes, “I say then, 
they did not stumble so as to fall, did they?  May it never be!  But by their 
transgression salvation has come to the Gentiles, to make them jealous.” (Rom. 
11:11).  This is what is predicted in our text.   

f.  Let’s not forget how this prophecy affects us – we are Gentiles.  If it weren’t for 
the rejection of the Jews – more specifically, the mercy of God towards all men in 
planning this to happen – then there wouldn’t be any Gospel for the Gentiles, 
which means no Gospel for us.  This prophecy, then, has to do with our salvation.   

 
6.  And for His work He would also be exalted over every power and authority on earth.   

a.  What the devil promised Him if He would bow down and worship him, the Father 
gives Him for His faithfulness.   

b.  “Kings shall see and arise, princes shall also bow down; because of the Lord who 
is faithful, the Holy One of Israel who has chosen You” (v. 7b).   

 
F.  And so what should the people of God in darkness do?  They should rejoice.   

1.  He says, “Shout for joy, O heavens!  And rejoice, O earth!  Break forth into joyful 
shouting, O mountains!  For the Lord has comforted His people, and will have 
compassion on His afflicted” (v. 13).   

2.  We should rejoice in this, for we are the beneficiaries of these blessings.   
 
III.  Conclusion.   

A.  The Lord sent His Son as a prophet to His own people to establish His covenant with 
them, but they rejected Him.   

B.  Because of their rejection, He turned to the Gentiles to make them jealous.  This meant 
that many of the Gentiles would become partakers with the faithful Jews in the rich 
blessings of God’s covenant.   

C.  God has given Christ to be the Shepherd of His people, to give them His Spirit, to 
provide, protect, and watch over them, and to lead them to glory.   

D.  These are the blessings He has given to us in Christ, if we believe in Him this evening.  
For this we should rejoice, for all we need is in Him.   

E.  But there are other sheep yet to be gathered into the fold.  We should continue to pray 
and labor until they are all brought in.  We should continue to shine the light of Christ, 
so that He may gather in His people.   


