
“I Will Give You Thanks among the Nations” 
(Psalm 18:46-50) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  This morning, we saw that the Lord exalted David.   
a.  He delivered him from his enemies.   
b.  He made him the head of the nations.   
c.  The result was that the people feared David and submitted to him.   
 

2.  We also saw the same was true of David’s greater son:  Jesus Christ.   
a.  The nations took their stand against Him:  the Jews and the world power at 

that time – the Romans.   
b.  But God delivered Him:  after He was crucified, God raised Him from the 

dead.   
c.  He also exalted Him to the place of supreme authority over all the nations.   
d.  People now obey Him and serve Him in fear.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  But we need to realize that this didn’t happen all at once.   
a.  When David became king, the nations didn’t surrender all at once.   

(i)  It happened during his lifetime.   
(ii)  But there were still wars to fight.   
 

b.  The same is true with Christ.   
(i)  The Lord has delivered Him from the hands of His enemies.   
(ii)  He has exalted Him to the place of supreme authority.   
(iii)  The war has been won.   
(iv)  But there are still battles to fight.   
(v)  We saw this last week; we know this from our own experience.   
(vi)  But as we saw, it’s good going into battle knowing not only that the war 

has been won, but that the Lord is with us to continue to subdue His and 
our enemies.   

 
2.  This evening, we’ll want to consider:   

a.  There are still battles to fight in our warfare.   
b.  That the Lord promises to fight with us.   
c.  But we’ll especially want to consider the fact that we will succeed by the 

Lord’s help – the nations will be evangelized and will sing God’s praise.   
 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, there are still battles to fight in our warfare.   
1.  David’s battles were not over when he became king.   
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a.  His enemy, Saul, couldn’t stop his being anointed king, but he still tried to 
kill him on several occasions.   

b.  After Saul was dead, and David was installed as king by Judah, the 
Philistines still tried to kill him.   

c.  After he defeated the Philistines, he still had to contend with the house of 
Saul and Ishbosheth.   

d.   After Ishbosheth was dead, there were still more wars to fight against the 
nations that wouldn’t submit, even against his own son, Absalom.   

e.   The point is that the promise wasn’t fulfilled all at once – there were still 
enemies that needed to be subdued.   

f.  This is reflected in the language of this psalm.   
(i)  God executes vengeance for him, subdues peoples under him, delivers 

him from his enemies, lifts him above those who rise up against him, 
rescues him from the violent man.   

(ii)  David had many battles to fight.   
 

2.  Obviously, the same is true with Christ’s kingdom.   
a.  His enemies couldn’t stop His coronation:  He is King.   

(i)  The Lord delivered Him up to be crucified.   
(ii)  But He also raised Him from the dead and exalted Him to His right hand 

over every name that is named.   
 
b.  The Lord dealt a decisive blow against Satan on the cross:  the war has been 

won.   
c.  But this doesn’t mean there are no more battles to fight.   

(i)  As we saw this morning, there is a very real battle going on.   
(ii)  A battle in our heart as to whether we will continue to serve Christ.   
(iii)  A battle to reach the nations with the Gospel and disciple them.   
(iv)  A battle against the evils in our society and society around the world.   
(v)  We do not yet see all things subjected to Christ.   
(vi)  The kingdom has come, but not fully.   
(vii)  But we know that one day it will.   
 

d.  As long as there are battles to fight, there is work for us to do.   
(i)  Rest comes when we reach heaven.   
(ii)  Until then, we are the church militant, the church at war.   

 
B.  Since there are battles yet to be fought, the Lord continues to pledge His support.   

1.  Notice again who it is that goes into battle with David:  the Lord.   
a.  God is the One who executed judgment for David.   
b.  He subdued the people.   
c.  He delivered from the enemy.   
d.  He lifted David up above those who rose against him.   
e.  He rescued David.   
f.  The Lord is the One who fought for David.   
g.  He made David great, David didn’t do this on his own.   
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2.  The Lord is also with Christ in His warfare.   

a.  It is the Lord who said to Him, “Sit at My right hand until I make your 
enemies a footstool for your feet” (Ps. 110:1; Heb. 1:13).   
(i)  The author to the Hebrews writes, “Every priest stands daily ministering 

and offering time after time the same sacrifices, which can never take 
away sins; but He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, sat 
down at the right hand of God, waiting from that time onward until His 
enemies be made a footstool for His feet” (10:11-13).   

(ii)  Paul writes, “For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under 
His feet” (1 Cor. 15:25).   

(iii)  Christ ascended to rule the nations with the promise that His Father 
would bring all His enemies into subjection under Him.   

 
b.  One with omnipotent power fights with Christ to defeat all His enemies.   
c.  And again, since we are the ones enlisted in Christ’s army, this means He 

fights with us.   
d.  Our victory is sure.   
 

C.  This brings us to the final point:  we will succeed with the Lord’s help – the 
nations will be evangelized and will sing God’s praise.   
1.  The Lord completed the warfare for David:  the land was taken and his kingdom 

was established.   
a.  Notice the praise David gives to God.   

(i)  “The Lord lives, and blessed by my rock, and exalted be the God of my 
salvation” (v. 46).   

(ii)  “Therefore I will give thanks to You among the nations, O Lord, and I 
will sing praises to Your name.  He gives great deliverance to His king, 
and shows lovingkindness to His anointed, to David and his descendants 
forever” (vv. 49-50).   

 
b.  The land was taken, the nations defeated, God’s covenant (lovingkindness) 

with David was fulfilled.   
 
2.  The same is true with regard to Christ.   

a.  He was promised a people:  those people will be gathered and not one of 
them will be lost.   

b.  He was promised a kingdom:  the nations will be discipled.   
c.  The Lord will subdue all His enemies under His feet.   
d.  He will fulfill His covenant with His Son.   
e.  The language of verse 49 – “Therefore I will give thanks to You among the 

nations, O Lord, and I will sing praises to Your name” – is reminiscent of 
Psalm 22:22-31, “I will tell of Your name to my brethren; in the midst of the 
assembly I will praise You.  You who fear the Lord, praise Him; all you 
descendants of Jacob, glorify Him, and stand in awe of Him, all you 
descendants of Israel.  For He has not despised nor abhorred the affliction of 
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the afflicted; nor has He hidden His face from him; but when he cried to Him 
for help, He heard.  From You comes my praise in the great assembly; I shall 
pay my vows before those who fear Him.  The afflicted will eat and be 
satisfied; those who seek Him will praise the Lord.  Let your heart live 
forever!  All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the Lord, and all 
the families of the nations will worship before You.  For the kingdom is the 
Lord’s and He rules over the nations.  All the prosperous of the earth will eat 
and worship, all those who go down to the dust will bow before Him, even he 
who cannot keep his soul alive.  Posterity will serve Him; it will be told of 
the Lord to the coming generation.  They will come and will declare His 
righteousness to a people who will be born, that He has performed it.”   

 
3.  This means that as we seek to expand Christ’s kingdom, as we engage in 

spiritual warfare, the Lord will be with us, His will will be done.   
a.  We are not fighting a lost cause.   

(i)  The Lord will gather in His elect.   
(ii)  The nations cannot keep the Gospel out forever – they will be reached.   
(iii)  All the nations will hear and come.   
(iv)  Foreigners will bow down to Christ.   
(v)  All power and authority has been given to Christ in heaven and earth:  

therefore we are to make disciples of all nations (Matt. 28:18-19).   
(vi)  The gates of hell will not prevail against Christ’s church.   
(vii)  The Lord has won the war.   
(viii)  We just need to be faithful in fighting the battles.   

 
b.  With this in mind, we also can praise the Lord.   

(i)  He has delivered us and will deliver us.   
(ii)  He will use us.   
(iii)  He will give us the victory.   
(iv)  He will fulfill His covenant with us in Christ.   
(v)  And we will sing praises to the Lord with His elect from all nations and 

in all ages.   
(vi)  We should not be afraid, but trust.   
(vii)  And so let us bless the Lord for His mercies, exalt Him for covenant 

with us through Christ, give thanks for His deliverances, and sing praises 
to Him for He is worthy.  Amen.   


