
“I Know I Shall Not Be Ashamed” 
(Isaiah 50:4-11) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  We have been looking at the three offices of Christ.  We have already covered His 

offices of King and Prophet.   
B.  Last week we began a transition into His last office of Priest.   

1.  We learned that this King who was to rule the world and eventually have all of 
His enemies subjected under Him by His Father, was also called by His Father 
to be a priest.   

2.  The author to the Hebrews tells us that even though Jesus wasn’t born in the line 
of Levi and wasn’t a son of Aaron, yet He could still be a priest according to the 
order of Melchizedek.   
a.  Melchizedek was the king of Salem, which means the king of peace.   
b.  Melchizedek means king of righteousness.   
c.  He was without father or mother or genealogy, which means that he didn’t 

need to trace his lineage to Aaron or Levi.  He was appointed by God 
Himself.   

d.  The same is true of Christ.  His lineage isn’t traced from Aaron, but He was 
called by God to be a priest.  He is the One Melchizedek was pointing to:  the 
true King of Righteousness and King of Peace.  His kingdom will have no 
end and it will usher in everlasting righteousness and peace.   

 
3.  Tonight we will look at another passage that moves us from the prophetic work 

of Christ into His priestly work – one that fits very well into this time of year, 
since it tells us about the suffering and resurrection of the Servant of the Lord, 
our Lord Jesus Christ.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  The first thing we see here is the prophetic work of our Lord.  The Messiah, 
speaking through Isaiah, says, “The Lord God has given Me the tongue of 
disciples, that I may know how to sustain the weary one with a word” (v. 4).   
1.  He says that the Lord has given Him the tongue of a disciple, which means a 

submissive tongue, an obedient tongue.   
a.  We need to remember that a prophet was a servant of the Lord, one who goes 

out to speak on His behalf.   
b.  He doesn’t come up with his own messages, but delivers those the Lord 

sends through Him.   
c.  The Messiah was submissive in this way.  He spoke only what the Father 

gave to Him.   
 
2.  And what was the message that He sent?  It was two-fold, as we’ve seen:  a 

message of judgment to the unrepentant, but a message of comfort to the 
repentant – the Gospel.  We’ll see both at the end of this passage.   
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a.  The Lord used the Gospel, the good news of forgiveness and salvation, to 
sustain His people – “to sustain the weary one with a word” – as He did with 
His disciples when He called them, with Peter when he denied his Lord, with 
Paul when He turned him from his hatred.   

b.  It’s what He uses to sustain us, to comfort us.   
c.  When we fall into sin, it gives us the hope and encouragement that the Lord 

will receive us back and not cast us away.   
d.  When we are walking with Him, it is the only guarantee that we will not fully 

and finally fall away from Him forever.   
e.  The Gospel strengths us and sustains us.  We need to remember that it does.   
f.  Like our Lord Jesus, we need to learn how to use it to encourage and sustain 

one another.   
g.  Our own sins and weaknesses are enough to drive any of us into a pit of 

discouragement.  We don’t need each other’s condemnation, but 
encouragement.   

h.  We are to imitate our Lord in every other way.  Let’s learn to imitate Him in 
this way as well.   

 
B.  But as a prophet, as a disciple Himself, Jesus was also willing to submit Himself 

completely to the Father’s will, especially in that most difficult work of the 
atonement – His priestly work of sacrifice.  The Messiah says, “He awakens Me 
morning by morning, He awakens My ear to listen as a disciple.  The Lord God has 
opened My ear; and I was not disobedient, nor did I turn back” (vv. 4-5).   
1.  The quickening and opening of the ear is the Lord’s giving to the Messiah a 

willing heart.   
a.  He did this by anointing the Messiah with His Spirit above measure.   
b.  Wherever the Spirit dwells in His fullness, there is fullness of obedience.   
c.  Jesus was not disobedient.  He did not turn back from following the Father’s 

will.   
d.  This is why the Lord has given us His Spirit – first, to make us willing and 

able to trust in Him; second, to make us willing to submit.   
e.  He is the Spirit of holiness.  He works holiness in His people.  But He is also 

the Spirit of love.  He works this submission through love.   
 

2.  Jesus was willing to submit to His Father, even though there was a great price.  
He says, “I gave My back to those who strike Me, and My cheeks to those who 
pluck out the beard; I did not cover My face from humiliation and spitting” (v. 
6).   
a.  This is speaking about the passion of our Lord Jesus.   
b.  His back was whipped (Matt. 27:26).  He received forty lashes.   
c.  His beard was pulled out of His face, which would not only be extremely 

painful, but was also a sign of humiliation.   
d.  He was also spit upon, which you know is a sign of contempt.   
e.  Though it’s not mentioned here, we know that He was also mocked, His face 

was beaten by the soldiers fists while covered so that He wouldn’t know from 
which direction the blows were coming, He was nailed to the cross, suffered 
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hell on the cross, and finally died, was buried and continued under the power 
of death for three days.   
 

C.  But Jesus was willing to do this, because He knew that His Fathe r was helping 
Him and would vindicate Him.  This speaks of the resurrection of our Lord.   
1.  He says, “For the Lord God helps Me, therefore, I am not disgraced; therefore, I 

have set My face like flint, and I know that I shall not be ashamed” (v. 7).   
a.  He set His face like flint towards Jerusalem (Luke 9:51).   

(i)  He was willing to submit to this, to go through with this, because He 
knew that in the end He would not be put to shame.   

(ii)  He was doing what His Father had sent Him to do.  He would not forsake 
Him.   

 
b.  The Father would vindicate Him in the end.  He would show the world that 

what Jesus said about who He was and what He was doing was true, and no 
one would be able to refute it.   

c.  He says, “He who vindicates Me is near; who will contend with Me?  Let us 
stand up to each other; who has a case against Me?  Let him draw near to Me.  
Behold, the Lord God helps Me; who is he who condemns Me?  Behold, they 
will all wear out like a garment; the moth will eat them” (vv. 8-9).   
(i)  There were those who accused Jesus of being worthless, and worse – they 

accused Him of being evil – in league with the devil.   
(ii)  But the Father would silence His accusers and He would judge them.  

Like a garment they would wear out; like a piece of wool clothing, the 
moth would eat them, referring, no doubt, to their being sentenced to hell, 
where the worm never dies and the fire is not quenched.   

 
2.  But what was this vindication by the Father?   

a.  As we saw this morning, it was the resurrection.  This wasn’t all, but it was 
the beginning.   

b.  The Father didn’t allow Him to stay in the tomb.  He raised His Son and 
showed His enemies an empty tomb.  This was the beginning of His 
vindication.   

c.  He also exalted His Son as King over all the earth and gave all power and 
authority into His hands.   

d.  One day every knee shall bow to Him.  Even His enemies will one day face 
Him in judgment.  Then He shall be fully vindicated.   

 
D.  So then, what should we do?   

1.  We should put our trust in the Lord and serve Him, because those who are the 
Lord’s servants will be blessed with Him. Isaiah writes, “Who is among you that 
fears the Lord, that obeys the voice of His servant, that walks in darkness and 
has no light?  Let him trust in the name of the Lord and rely on his God” (v. 10).   
a.  This was addressed to a people under the darkness of imminent exile.   
b.  Those who feared the Lord, who submitted to the voice of His prophet, but 

who were wondering what to do, were to trust the Lord and rely on Him.   
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c.  He would guide them.  He would bless them.  If they held fast to Him, He 
would see them through this and preserve them.   

d.  The same is true of us with relation to the Servant of the Lord.  Those of us 
who fear the Lord, who submit to Jesus Christ, dur ing the time of our stay in 
this dark world of dangers all around us and within, we need to trust in the 
Lord and make Him our refuge and fortress.   

e.  It’s true that if we submit to Him and serve Him in this life, we will be 
persecuted, as Christ was (2 Tim. 3:12).   

f.  But if we share in His persecution, we will also share in His vindication (Rev. 
6:10-11).   

g.  One day everyone who ever hurt us will see Him own us as His children, 
while they are swept away forever into perdition.   

h.  And so let us fear Him, obey Him and trust Him.  He will never let us down.   
 

2.  But what about those who won’t submit?  Isaiah warns, “Behold, all you who 
kindle a fire, who encircle yourselves with firebrands, walk in the light of your 
fire and among the brands you have set ablaze.  This you will have from My 
hand; and you will lie down in torment” (v. 11).   
a.  Those who reject the Lord’s counsel and prefer to walk by their own light, 

the Lord will allow them to continue to do so.   
b.  But in the end, when they wear out like a garment, they will lie down in the 

everlasting misery and torment of hell.   
c.  Wisdom dictates that we listen to the Lord’s counsel – fear Him, submit to 

Him, He will counsel us and afterwards receive us to glory (Psalm 73:24).  
Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and don’t lean on your own 
understanding.  He will make your paths straight.  Amen.   


