“How to Glorify and Enjoy God”
(2 Timothy 3:16-17)

l. Introduction.
A. Review.
1. Man’schief end, hismain purposein life, isto glorify God and enjoy Him.
2. Toglorify Him meansto acknowledge Him as God and our God, to thank Him for al we receive and to honor Him
inal wedo, in both thesmall thingsin life, aswell asthe greet things.
3. Toenjoy Him meansto love Him, to desire to spend time with Him and to do what He says. Jesus says, “If you love
Me, you will keep My commandments’ (John 14:15).

B. But how areweto do this?
1. So many people have so many ideas how to honor and serve God.

a Condder dl thefdserdigions. Idam, Mormons, Jehovah' s Witnesses, etc.

b. Congder dl the thingsthey do to worship their deities: fasting during the month of Ramadan, making a pilgrimage
to Mecca, fighting in aholy war (jihad), aspiring to godhood by getting married in atemple and doing good works,
going door to door trying to get peopleto join your organization, etc.

c. All fdserdigionshavethisin common: They aredl based on trying to please afdse deity.

d. Inother words, your view of who God isand what Heisdl about will dictate to you how you will try to serve and
honor Him.

e. Inorder to successfully serve the true God then, we must know who Heis, what He islike, and what He wants.

2. Thankfully, the Lord has not |eft usin the dark on this:
a Hehasgivento usaruleto show us how to glorify and enjoy Him.
b. Inthat rule, He has shown uswho Heis, what Heislike and what He wants.

[1. Sermon.
A. Firg, the Lord has given to usarule to show us how to glorify and enjoy Him.
1. Hehasgiven usthe Old and New Testaments.

a Paul saysto Timothy, “Be diligent to present yoursdlf approved to God as aworkman who does not need to be
ashamed, handling accurately the word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15).

b. What isthat word of truth? “All Scriptureisinspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work”
(2Tim. 3:16-17).

¢. What was that Scripture he was referring to?
(i) WasittheNT? It wasn't written yet.
(i) ItwastheOT.
(iif) Granted certain parts have been fulfilled: the ceremonid law.
(iv) But those parts which haven’t and which haven't been set aside by God are till in effect.
(v) Thisiswhy our Bible hasthe Old and New Testaments bound together.

2. Itistheonly rule He hasgiven us.
a Wearenot to rely on our own thinking. We might end up in afdserdigion.
b. We are not to rely on further revelation from the Lord.
(i) That has ceased.
(i1) Paul wroteto the church at Ephesus, “ So then you are no longer strangers and diens, but you are fellow
citizenswith the saints, and are of God's household, having been built upon the foundation of the aposties and
prophets, Christ Jesus Himsdlf being the corner stone, in whom the whole building, being fitted together is



growing into aholy templein the Lord; in whom you aso are being built together into adwelling of God in the
Spirit” (2:19-22).

c. Wearenot to rely on any other so-called sacred writings.
d. TheBibledoneisour sandard.

B. Secondly, it givesto uswhat we need to glorify and enjoy Him: it tellsuswho God is and what He wants usto do.
1. Ittellsuswho Heis.
a Thismorning we werelooking a what we can know about God in the Creation.
(i) Paul tellsusthat init “Hisinvisble, His eternad power and divine nature, have been clearly seen” (Rom. 1:20).
(i) It showsusthat Heiseternd, infinite, one, unchangesable, al-powerful, intelligent, conscious, mord,
al-knowing, dl-wise, etc.

b. But He has given us abook that reved s even more of who Heis.

(i) It not only verifiesthat what we see of Him in the Creation isright, it shows us more about Him.

(i) Ittellsusthat Heistriune: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

(iif) Morethanthis, it tellsuswhy Heisangry with His Cregtion —namdy, Sn — and most importantly, what He
has done to resolve that issue — He sent His Son to redeem fallen man.

(iv) It revedsHim asavery gracious God who has given what ismost preciousto Himsdlf to save us.

(v) Sadly, there are those who know more about God from the Cresation than some who havethe Bible. This
tells usthat we should study it more.

2. Ittdlsuswhat He wants usto do.
a Hehasgiven usvery detalled ingtructions on how tolive.
(i) How we areto love, serve and worship Him.
(i) How we areto love others.

b. He hasaso given usasummary of dl those ingtructionsin the Ten Commandments.
(i) Thefirgt four specificaly on how to love Him.
(i) Andthelast Sx on how we areto love Him by loving our neighbor.
(iif) Hehasgiven usacompleteruleto glorify and enjoy Him.

1. Application.
A. It’sonly by understanding who God is and what He wants usto do that we will ever be able to glorify and enjoy Him.
1. Obvioudy, Heis not pleased by our worshipping afase god.
2. Jugt asobvious, | hope we understand that He is not pleased by our worshipping Him in away He has not
commanded.
3. We must both know who He is and what He wants usto do.

B. Butisit enough to know who He isand what He wants? No.
1. Thisonly givesuswhat we need to actudly glorify and enjoy Him. We can’t do it apart from this knowledge.
2. But thereismore:
a Wemug actudly comeinto ardationship with this God through Christ: we must redly “know” Him.
(i) Jesussad, “Thisiseternd life, that they may know Y ou, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom Y ou have
sent” (John 17:3).

(i) Some only study to know about Him, while others study to know Him.
(iii) Let’sseek to know the Lord.

b. And we must not only know what He wants usto do, we must dso doit.
(i) TheLordisn’t going to examine our knowledge on judgment day.



(i) Heisgoing to examine our works, because they will show where our heart isredly at.
(i) Andsolet’sseek to lovethe Lord morein our actions, rather than in just our words or our knowledge. That
will redly show Him that welove Him. Amen.



