
“Honor Authority” 

(1 Peter 2:12-17) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we saw one of the biggest road blocks to our usefulness to the Lord:  

our sins.   

a.  As believers, we still struggle with it.   

b.  We all struggle with secret sins, besetting sins, and “small” sins.   

 

2.  But we also saw how to overcome them:   

a.  The fact that God sees our secret sins and will discipline us for them should 

encourage us to put those off.   

b.  The fact that our besetting sins are the most offensive to God and the most 

dangerous to us should help us put them off.   

c.  And that there is no such thing as a small sin – that every sin is serious 

enough to damn us – should encourage us to put all of them off.   

d.  But let’s not forget the most powerful way to overcome them:  faith.   

(a)  We need to know and believe that when we trusted Jesus, we died with 

Him to sin.   

(b)  We need to believe that when we were raised with Christ, we were raised 

to new life, now to live for Him.   

(c)  We need to know that sin no longer has any power over us, so we should 

never submit to it as though it does.   

(d)  We need to call on the Lord to make this real in our lives through His 

Holy Spirit.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This evening, we’re going to consider another way to increase our usefulness to 

the Lord:  by honoring authority.   

a.  This is one area where everyone has difficulty.   

(i)  Many want authority, but few will use that authority as they should.   

(ii) And virtually all of us have difficulty submitting to authority.   

 

b.  If we want to honor the Lord, we must submit not only to His authority, but 

all the authority He has established, because it is His.   

c.  We might go a step further and say that to honor authority, we must not only 

submit to its lawful exercise by others, but exercise the authority He has 

given us in the way He commands:  for the good of others.   

 

2.  Let’s consider three things:   

a.  First, the basic principles of authority.   

b.  Second, the fundamental spheres of authority the Lord has established.   

c.  Finally, the particular duties and responsibilities that each office requires.   
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II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s think about some basic principles of authority.   

1.  The first is that all authority is given by God.   

a.  Paul writes, “Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities.  

For there is no authority except from God, and those which exist are 

established by God” (Rom. 13:1).   

b.  It’s human nature (sinful) to want to throw off all authority, but we need to 

recognize and acknowledge that the Lord has established it.   

 

2.  The second is that all authority has limits placed on it by God’s Word.   

a.  In Acts 5:28-29, we see the disciples disobey lawfully established authority, 

and yet they were not guilty, “‘We gave you strict orders not to continue 

teaching in this name, and yet, you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching 

and intend to bring this man's blood upon us.’  But Peter and the apostles 

answered, ‘We must obey God rather than men.’”   

b.  When man’s law and God’s come into conflict, God’s will trump man’s.   

 

3.  The third is that all authority should be submitted to when it’s exercised within 

Biblical limits.   

a.  If a lawful authority exercises their authority within its God ordained bounds, 

then we must submit to it.   

b.  “Therefore whoever resists authority has opposed the ordinance of God; and 

they who have opposed will receive condemnation upon themselves” (Rom. 

13:2).   

 

4.  And the fourth is that all authority is to be exercised for the good of those under 

that authority.   

a.  “For rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for evil.  Do you 

want to have no fear of authority?  Do what is good and you will have praise 

from the same; for it is a minister of God to you for good.  But if you do what 

is evil, be afraid; for it does not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a minister 

of God, an avenger who brings wrath on the one who practices evil” (vv. 3-

4).   

b.  Note too that if the authority God has established works as it should, those 

who do good will be rewarded and those who do evil will be punished.   

 

5.  To be useful to the Lord, we must honor these principles.   

a.  This is where the rubber of our Christianity meets the road of life.   

b.  All of the commandments deal with how we exercise or submit to authority.   

c.  In all these relationships, we should strive to honor the Lord who gave them, 

remembering that when we don’t, we resist, quench and grieve the Spirit.   

 

B.  Second, let’s be reminded of the fundamental spheres of authority the Lord has 

established.   
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1.  There are three basic spheres of authority established by God:  State, Church 

and Family.   

a.  Within the state, there are magistrates and citizens.   

b.  Within the church, there are elders, deacons and the saints.   

c.  Within the family, there is the husband and wife, parents and children.   

d.  There is also that relationship of master and servant.  This used to fit in the 

family, but now it’s more in society as employer and employee, at least in our 

society.   

 

2.  Each of these spheres has certain authorities and responsibilities that must be 

respected, again, as they are exercised within the bounds of their authority.   

 

C.  Finally, let’s consider the particular duties and responsibilities that each office 

requires.   

1.  The authority of the magistrate.   

a.  The magistrate is tasked by God to protect life and administer justice (Rom. 

13:1-5).   

b.  It should go without saying that he is to do this not by his own standards, but 

by God’s.   

c.  He must do so fairly and uprightly, without respect to a person’s race, gender 

or social status.   

d.  Without this authority – if every man was doing what was right in his own 

eyes – it would be next to impossible to have any meaningful society.   

 

2.  The responsibility of the citizen.   

a.  The Lord calls us to be good citizens.   

b.  We are to submit to the magistrate, as he exercises his authority lawfully.   

c.  We are to do our part to uphold the Law.   

d.  We are to protect the lives of our fellow citizens.   

e.  We are to pay our taxes – “For because of this you also pay taxes, for rulers 

are servants of God, devoting themselves to this very thing” (v. 6) – praying 

and hoping at the same time that the Lord would move on the hearts of our 

leaders to establish a righteous degree and method of taxation.   

 

3.  The authority of the elder.   

a.  The elder is to be faithful in declaring God’s Word, explaining and applying 

that Word so that all may know God’s will – especially the Gospel – and be 

reproved for sin that they might repent.  “I solemnly charge you in the 

presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, 

and by His appearing and His kingdom:  preach the word; be ready in season 

and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and 

instruction” (2 Tim. 4:1-2).   

b.  He is to pray for God’s people, administer the sacraments and exercise 

church discipline.   

c.  He is to be an example of godly living.   
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4.  The authority of the deacon.   

a.  The deacon is to be faithful in ministering to the needs of the flock and on 

their behalf.   

b.  He also is to pray for God’s people.   

c.  And he is to be an example of charity to the flock.   

 

5.  The responsibility of the members of the body.   

a.  We are to receive the Word in humility, because it’s Christ’s Word – submit 

to it as it’s declared from the pulpit, repent of our sins, put on our duties, 

receive the sacraments with faith, follow the example of the elders and 

deacons as they follow Christ.   

b.  We are also to love one another as members of the same body, pray for one 

another, and do what we can to meet the needs of one another.   

 

6.  The authority of husbands.   

a.  Husbands, you are to love your wives as Christ loved the Church (Eph. 5:25).   

b.  You are to exercise your authority for her good, that she might be sanctified.   

c.  “So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies.  He 

who loves his own wife loves himself; for no one ever hated his own flesh, 

but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also does the church, because we 

are members of His body” (Eph. 5:28-30).   

 

7.  The responsibility of wives.   

a.  Wives, you are to submit to your husband with a loving, gentle and 

uncontentious spirit, as to the Lord (Eph. 5:22), as long as your husband is 

within the bounds of his God-given authority.   

b.  “In the same way, you wives, be submissive to your own husbands so that 

even if any of them are disobedient to the word, they may be won without a 

word by the behavior of their wives, as they observe your chaste and 

respectful behavior” (1 Pet. 3:1-2).   

 

8.  The authority of parents.   

a.  Parents, you are not to provoke your children to anger, but raise them in the 

discipline and instruction of the Lord (Eph. 6:4).   

b.  You are to teach them the Lord’s ways; admonish them to know the Lord; 

pray for them; provide an example to them; use your authority to minister to 

them; discipline them when they go astray (Prov. 23:13-14); and do your best 

to provide for their needs, education and future family life.   

 

9.  The responsibility of children.   

a.  Children, you are to honor your parents as they exercise their authority in the 

Lord (Ex. 20:12).   

b.  You are to obey them, learn from their teaching, follow their example, listen 

to their admonition to seek the Lord, submit to their discipline, and be 

respectful in your words and attitudes.   
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10.  The authority of masters/employers/supervisors.   

a.  You are not to be unreasonable, but fair and considerate, making sure you 

pay fair wages and on time (James 5:4), not requiring anything ungodly.   

b.  You are to use your authority to guide, help, care and provide for those under 

you.   

 

11.  The responsibilities of servants.   

a.  You are to obey your employers/supervisors, whether reasonable or not, as 

they exercise that authority within the bounds of God’s Law (Col. 3:22; Eph. 

6:5).   

b.  You are to do so faithfully, diligently, cheerfully, remembering that in 

serving them, you are serving Christ.   

c.  You are not to take from your employer what doesn’t belong to you (Titus 

2:10).   

 

12.  If we are to be useful to the Lord, we must not only be holy within, but holy 

without in our relationships to authority.   

a.  Remember, when you submit to that authority, you are submitting to the 

Lord.   

b.  When you rebel against it, you are rebelling against the Lord, and quenching 

and grieving His Spirit.   

 

13.  The Lord offers us His help to do this through His Holy Spirit.   

a.  If we realize we have resisted the Lord’s authority, He calls us to repent.   

b.  He also welcomes us to His Table, if we’re willing to repent, to receive 

further help to do what honors Him.  Amen.   
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