
“Holy Violence” 

(Matthew 11:12)   

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we considered that the changes the Lord makes in our hearts by way 

of spiritual knowledge or holy love, will work itself out in our lives, making us 

more and more like Jesus in at least three ways.   

a.  First, it will make us love all His ways and so obey all His commandments.   

b.  Second, we will desire His ways so much, that we will make them the 

priority of our lives.   

c.  And third, it will make us persevere in these things to the end of our lives.   

 

2.  So far, we’ve seen that if we are true believers, we will repent of every known 

sin and put on every known duty.   

a.  We will not do what God forbids.   

b.  We will do what He commands.   

(i)  There is nothing clearer in Scripture than this, and yet there is probably 

nothing that has been more debated in the church today.   

(ii)  Is obedience optional to salvation?   

(a)  John writes, "Little children, make sure no one deceives you; the one 

who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous; the 

one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the 

beginning.  The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the 

works of the devil.  No one who is born of God practices sin, because 

His seed abides in him; and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.  

By this the children of God and the children of the devil are obvious: 

anyone who does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor the one 

who does not love his brother” (1 John 3:7-10).   

(b)  As the psalmist also writes, "How blessed are those whose way is 

blameless, who walk in the law of the LORD.  How blessed are those 

who observe His testimonies, who seek Him with all their heart.  They 

also do no unrighteousness; they walk in His ways” (Psalm 119:1-3).   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This evening, we will nail this position down even more securely.   

a.  Not only does saving grace produce universal obedience, it will make that 

obedience the priority of our lives.   

b.  If we are true believers, we will devote ourselves to Christ; we will pursue 

His kingdom with the greatest earnestness.   

c.  And remember, Christ isn't telling us what we must do to be saved.  He is 

simply telling us what will be true of us if we are saved.    

 

2.  Let's consider:   
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a.  First, that a true believer has an undivided heart.   

b.  Second, that a true believer makes earnestly serving the Lord his main 

business in life.   

c.  And finally, that a true believer avoids laziness in the things of the Lord 

because he knows it can destroy him.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let's consider that a true believer has an undivided heart.  Jesus addresses the 

heart of the matter in Matthew 6:24.   

1.  “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the 

other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God 

and wealth” (Matt. 6:24).   

a.  Jesus picked perhaps the greatest contender for your affections:  mammon, 

money.   

b.  There are many other things of this nature, many more things that can steal 

your heart from Him – anything that you love more than God is the master 

your serve.   

c.  It can be your spouse, your children, your employment, your reputation, your 

position in life.   

d.  If you belong to Jesus Christ, your love for Him will be greater than all of 

these.   

e.  He will be your Master, the center of your life, what you are most devoted to.   

 

2.  Paul tells us that this was his experience in Philippians 3:13-14, “Brethren, I do 

not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do:  forgetting 

what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the 

goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”   

a.  This was Paul’s main goal in life:  “One thing I do.”   

b.  If you are a believer, this will be the one thing you live for.   

 

B.  Second, let’s consider that this one thing will be to serve the Lord earnestly as the 

main business of your life.  

1.  Jesus likens the Christian life to a lifetime of work:   

a.  “For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the 

morning to hire laborers for his vineyard” (Matt. 20:1).   

b.  The workers were hired to work in the vineyard for a day, at the end of which 

they would receive their wages.   

c.  Clearly the day represents the life of a believer, and the work he does in the 

vineyard as the work he is to give to God his whole life.   

d.  If you are a true believer, you will spend your whole day in God’s kingdom, 

making His service the main business of your life.   

 

2.  How much effort will you put into this work?   

a.  As much as you can muster, as often and as long as you can muster it – not 

just on the Lord’s Day, but every day; not just at worship services, devoting 
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the rest of your life to the world, but full time; and with as much fervency as 

you have.   

b.  Paul tells us that Christ “gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless 

deed, and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for 

good deeds” (Titus 2:14).   

(i)  We will devote ourselves to everything He tells us to do – not only 

keeping away from the things He tells us are sinful, but doing the things 

He tells us are right.   

(ii)  Christ redeemed us from every lawless deed – not just from its guilt, but 

from its power, from its practice.   

(iii)  He purified us that we might be His possession – not just from some 

sinful things, but from every sinful way.   

(iv)  We will do good works:  not just half-heartedly, but zealously.   

 

c.  This is why the Christian life is so often compared to things that require all 

our strength to  do.   

(i)  As good soldiers, you will fight the good fight of faith, “This command I 

entrust to you, Timothy, my son, in accordance with the prophecies 

previously made concerning you, that by them you fight the good fight, 

keeping faith and a good conscience, which some have rejected and 

suffered shipwreck in regard to their faith” (1 Tim.1:18-19).   

(ii)  This is the only way you will ever take hold of eternal life:  “Fight the 

good fight of faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you were called, 

and you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses” (1 

Tim. 6:12).   

(iii)  You will run as though you are in a race, striving for first place:  “Do 

you not know that those who run in a race all run, but only one receives 

the prize?  Run in such a way that you may win” (1 Cor. 9:24).   

(iv)  You will run and fight with purpose, with a specific goal in mind and 

heart:  “Therefore I run in such a way, as not without aim; I box in such a 

way, as not beating the air" (v. 26).   

(v)  You will set your heart on taking the kingdom:  “From the days of John 

the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and violent 

men take it by force” (Matt. 11:12).   

(vi)  You will be willing to pay any price and give up whatever you must to 

have that kingdom, “The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in 

the field, which a man found and hid again; and from joy over it he goes 

and sells all that he has and buys that field.  Again, the kingdom of heaven 

is like a merchant seeking fine pearls, and upon finding one pearl of great 

value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it” (Matt. 13:44-46).   

(vii)  You will strive forward with all your might, “Strive to enter through the 

narrow door; for many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able" 

(Luke 13:24).   

(viii)  And you will do it because God is working in you, “So then, my 

beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but 

now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and 



4�  

trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for 

His good pleasure’ (Phil. 2:12-13).   

(ix)  Edwards writes, "The kingdom of heaven is not to be taken but by 

violence.  Without earnestness there is no getting along in that narrow way 

that leads to life; and so no arriving at that state of glorious life and 

happiness to which it leads.  Without earnest labour, there is no ascending 

the steep and high hill of Zion; and so no arriving at the heavenly city on 

the top of it.  Without a constant laboriousness, there is no stemming the 

swift stream in which we swim, so as ever to come to that fountain of 

water of life, that is at the head of it.  There is need that we should watch 

and pray always, in order to our escaping those dreadful things that are 

coming on the ungodly, and our being counted worthy to stand before the 

Son of man.  There is need of our putting on the whole armour of God, and 

doing all to stand, in order to our avoiding a total overthrow, and being 

utterly destroyed by the fiery darts of the devil.  There is need that we 

should forget the things that are behind, and be reaching forth to the 

things that are before, and pressing towards the mark, for the prize of the 

high calling of God, in Christ Jesus our Lord, in order to our obtaining 

that prize.”   

 

d.  If you are a genuine believer, this is the holy violence you will offer yourself 

to enter that kingdom.   

 

C.  Finally, let’s consider that a true believer avoids slothfulness because he knows it 

will destroy him.  

1.  Jesus warns us against laziness and unfruitfulness in the parable of the talents.   

a.  Three servants were entrusted with talents to invest for their master’s profit, 

each according to his own ability.   

(i)  The first two used their talents to make more talents, and so were 

rewarded.   

(ii)  But the third, thinking his master to be hard and unfair, did not do use his 

talent as he was commanded.   

(iii)  What did his master say to him?  “‘You wicked, lazy slave, you knew 

that I reap where I did not sow and gather where I scattered no seed.  Then 

you ought to have put my money in the bank, and on my arrival I would 

have received my money back with interest.  Therefore take away the 

talent from him, and give it to the one who has the ten talents.’  For to 

everyone who has, more shall be given, and he will have an abundance; 

but from the one who does not have, even what he does have shall be 

taken away.  ‘Throw out the worthless slave into the outer darkness; in 

that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth’” Mat. 25:26-30).   

 

b.  Faith and patient obedience are necessary if we are to inherit the promises.  

“For God is not unjust so as to forget your work and the love which you have 

shown toward His name, in having ministered and in still ministering to the 

saints.  And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence so as to 
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realize the full assurance of hope until the end, so that you will not be 

sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the 

promises" (Heb. 6:10-12).   

c.  If we would follow the cloud of witnesses of Hebrews 11, we must lay aside 

anything that gets in our way and run the race with endurance.  “Therefore, 

since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay 

aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us 

run with endurance the race that is set before us” (Heb. 12:1).   

 

2.  What if you don’t see this kind of zeal and earnestness in your life this evening?  

Does it mean you’re not saved?   

a.  It does, if your life is characterized by laziness in the things of the Lord, if 

you’re content with the way you are, if you dismiss what the Lord says in His 

Word as unimportant.  How can you say you really see the value and glory of 

these things if it barely moves you beyond indifference?   

b.  But it doesn’t necessarily mean that you aren’t saved if you recognize your 

deficiency, repent of it and renew your efforts to push forward with all your 

might.   

c.  Satan, the world, and our sin will always be at work to entangle us, slow us 

down, or get us out of the race.  But if you are willing to lay them all aside to 

listen to God’s call to press forward, then that is good evidence that you are a 

believer.   

d.  If that desire never materializes in your life as significant effort, then you 

should doubt that you are a believer.  But if His Word produces the good fruit 

of zeal and labor, then that is compelling evidence that you are His new 

creation.   

e.  And so examine your hearts this evening; judge them carefully; and then 

respond accordingly.  Amen.   


