
 

“Hold on to the True Gospel” 
(Galatians 1:6-10) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  The word “gospel” means good news.  And there are many gospels that are being 
spoken of in the world today.  Every religious group has one.  Each of them is speaking about 
something they have found which they believe that you need and that you can’t live without.  
Usually their message is an attempt to reach a felt need that you have.  Do you want to be 
happy, they ask?  Most people are looking for happiness.  You can find happiness with us.  Do 
you want your life to be fulfilled?  We can show you how to have a long and full life.  Do you 
want to know what is going to happen to you after you die?  We have the answer.  We can 
show you how you can live forever on a Paradise on  earth, or how to become the god of your 
own planet.  And so they promise many things.  But the problem with these so called “gospels” 
is that they are not true.  And even if you believe them with all the faith you can muster, they 
will not become any truer.  There is only one truth.  And that truth is true for every person.  It 
does not change because people disagree.  If you were placed in a room which had 100 doors 
leading out, 99 of which would lead to your certain death, and one which lead to certain safety, 
your only hope would be to go through that one door.  Going through the other 99 would not 
save you, no matter how strongly you believed the otherwise.  Many have departed through the 
wrong doors, and many have perished.  For instance, the members of that cult who all 
committed suicide may have believed that they were about to take a trip to a wonderful new 
world.  But they were all immediately surprised to find that the door they chose led to a furnace 
of fire.  The only door which leads to eternal peace and happiness is Christ.  To the world, this 
is not an attractive door.  Man apart from the grace of God will never find it to be truly 
desirable.  But it is the only door which God has provided through which one may enter and 
obtain everlasting life.  Christ is the true door.   
 The apostle Paul was writing to the churches of Galatia to address a very similar problem in 
his day.  There were those who were trying to enter heaven through the wrong door.  And why 
was this?  It was because the Judiazers had come in with some additions and corrections to the 
Gospel of God.  They were saying that not only must a man believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
but he must also be circumcised and keep the Law of Moses in order to be saved.  The Judiazers 
were preaching another Gospel.  And we should not be surprised, for in every age the devil 
seeks to lead man into error, so that he may cause them to perish.  As far back as the first 
revelation of God’s truth, this evil one has been sowing the seeds of error.  When man was 
placed in the garden under the covenant of works, which said, “Do this and you will live; do not 
eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil or else you will die,”  Satan tried to change the 
conditions by saying, “You surely shall not die!  For God knows that in the day you eat from it 
your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil” (Gen. 3:4-5).  
Wherever the truth is, the devil will not be far behind attempting to draw the careless and the 
blind into the darkness.  Such was the case in the church of Galatia.  They had received the 
Spirit of God through hearing the Word of truth and receiving Christ by grace through faith.  
But having once begun by the Spirit, they were attempting to complete their salvation through 
their own works.  Such a thing, Paul says is tantamount to falling from grace (5:4).  And so we 
must pay close attention to the Spirit’s admonition to us this morning, where He warns,  
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 You must never turn away from the true God by embracing a false Gospel.    
 
I.  Paul First of All Warns Us This Morning that It Is Possible to Turn Away from God by 

Embracing Another Gospel.   
A.  As I’ve Already Said, There Are Other Gospels in the World Which Are Not True 

Gospels.   
1.  Paul says, “I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the 

grace of Christ, for a different gospel; which is really not another; only there are some 
who are disturbing you, and want to distort the gospel of Christ.”   
a.  Paul’s words could easily be misconstrued here.     
b.  He is not saying that it is the same gospel when he says that it is not really another, 

but that this gospel is a false gospel.  It is really different from what he was 
preaching.   

c.  Paul’s gospel was the message of the cross.  It stated that, “Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the 
third day according to the Scriptures” (1 Cor. 15:3-4).  He said that in order for a 
man to become a partaker of Christ’s work, that he must, “Believe in the Lord Jesus” 
(Acts 16:31), he must, “repent and turn to God, performing deeds appropriate to 
repentance” (26:20).  And then he must live a life of fruitful service according to the 
commandments of God (Eph. 2:10).   

d.   The Judiazers, on the other hand, had added works to salvation.  They did not see 
works as the fruit of true and saving faith, but as that which would merit salvation in 
the eyes of God.  They held on the Law as a Covenant of Works, rather than the 
obedience of a heart in love with Christ.  This was true legalism.   

e.  They had quickly deserted the true Gospel for a false one.   
 

2.  Just because something goes by the name “gospel” does not mean that it is the true and 
only Gospel of God.  You must especially beware of this today.   
a.  A word may be used with a different meaning by different people.     
b.  The word “religion,” for instance, may mean many things depending on who is 

using it.     
(i)  To the Roman Catholic, it means the Roman system of  doctrine and life.     
(ii)  To the Muslim, it refers to the system which Muhammad taught.    
 

c.  The same is true of the word “Jesus.”  It means different things to different people.   
(i)  Some use it to describe an historical person who was merely a man, a good 

teacher.   
(ii)  Others use it to describe a fictitious person who was nothing more than the 

invention of the church.   
(iii)  Others use it to describe a supernatural being, perhaps an angel, who was 

created by God, and who came into the world born of the virgin in order to show 
us the way to God.   

(iv)  And still others see Jesus as the only begotten Son of God, who is Himself truly 
God and truly man, who took upon Himself our nature in order to save His people 
from their sins through His perfect obedience and atoning death.     
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d.  And so it is with the word “Gospel.”  It may mean many things to many people.   
(i)  The Gospel, or “Good News”, for the Mormon, is that you can become the god 

of your own planet, if you follow the teachings of Joseph Smith.   
(ii)  The good news for the Jehovah’s Witness is that you can live forever in a 

paradise on earth, if you follow the teachings of Charles Russell.   
(iii)  The good news for the Moony is that he might reach perfection in a spirit 

world after death, if he bows down and worships Sung Myung Moon.   
(iv)  All of these groups believe that they have good news.  And yet none of them 

really are good news, not because they do not offer things which seem good, but 
because they offer things which are really lies.  They cannot deliver them.  
Things are not really as they think they are.  They are not true.   

(v)  Perhaps some of these groups are sincere, and perhaps some of them are not.  
Some may actually think that they are helping others.  Others may actually be 
trying to deceive in order to gain prestige and power.   

(vi)  But sincerity or the lack of it is not the issue here.  The issue is truth and error.  
Only the truth can save.  Error can only damn.   

 
B.  That which Makes These False Gospels so Dangerous Is that They Turn You Away, not 

only from the Truth, But From the True God!   
1.  The Galatians, by turning away from the Gospel, were in fact turning away from God.   

a.  Paul says that they were “deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ” (v. 
6).   

b.  This can only be referring to the Father.  The Father is the One who sent His Son 
into the world to die for sinners.  The Father is the one who offers to us the grace of 
Christ in the Gospel.  And the Father is the only One who can call us to the Son with 
the power that it takes to change our hearts and make us willing to come.   

c.  To turn away from the true Gospel is to turn away from the true God for it means 
that you turn away from Christ, who is the only way to the Father.   

d.  Brethren, there are not many roads which lead to God.  God is not the center  hub 
of a wheel with many spokes leading to it.     

e.  There is only one way to God, only one door.  And that is through God’s only Son, 
the Lord Jesus Christ.  Jesus said, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one 
comes to the Father, but through Me” (John 14:6).   

f.  To think that there are other ways is only to deceived yourself.   
g.  I once met a hospital chaplain who said that love is the way to God.  Anyone who 

loves is acceptable to Him.   
h.  But you know, that man was deceived.  He was not on the road to heaven, but on 

the road to hell.  And he was leading others there as well.   
j.  Yes, his words sounded loving and pious.  He seemed like a very nice and 

concerned individual.  But he did not have the truth.  And as well meaning as he 
might have been, he was not leading people to heaven, but to hell.  He was not 
pointing those he ministered to to the only one who could save their souls from 
destruction.   

k.  You must come through Christ, or you cannot come at all.   
 

2.  The Galatians knew this.  They heard it from the mouth of the apostle.  They had 
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even experienced those partakings of the Spirit, as the author to the Hebrews writes, to 
confirm its truth.  And yet they so quickly deserted the truth to embrace a lie that Paul 
was amazed.     
a.  He says, “I fear for you, that perhaps I have labored over you in vain” (4:11).   
b.  He says, don’t you know that “as many as are of the works of the Law are under a 

curse; for it is written, ‘CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO DOES NOT ABIDE BY 
ALL THINGS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF THE LAW, TO PERFORM THEM’” 
(3:10).   

c.  Don’t you realize that to turn from the perfect work of Christ to your own worthless 
works is to fall under the curse?  You cannot hope to add a thing or to improve your 
standing before God in the slightest by your works.  As a matter of fact, to add any 
of your works to the perfect work of Christ is to throw mud on the face of perfection 
and to fall from grace!   

d.  But such is the case with all man-made religions.  They all are based either in part 
or in whole on the imperfect works of man.   

e.  And so you must beware that you are not beguiled by the lies of others who come to 
you with another Gospel, no matter how attractive the packaging might be that it 
comes in.   

f.  Many have listened to them and made shipwreck of their faith!  Many have lost 
their hope of ever coming to know God through their lies!   

 
II.  Secondly, Paul Not Only Warns of the Curse which You Would Fall Under If You Were to 

Embrace Another Gospel, He Also Pronounces a Curse Upon Any Who Would Preach a 
Gospel Which Is Different from the One that He Preached.   
A.  Paul Says That It Doesn’t Matter Who It Is that Might Bring Another Message, Do Not 

Listen!    
1.  “But even though we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary 

to that which we have preached to you, let him be accursed.  As we have said before, 
so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to that which you 
received, let him be accursed” (vv. 8-9).   
a.  Paul was so sure that his Gospel was only true gospel, that he was not willing that 

any should change it.   
b.  The word translated here “contrary,” means “more than,” or “other than.”   
c.  If someone were to add more to the Gospel, if they were to bring something other 

than the truth, then they were to be rejected.   
d.  Paul says to them, “If I bring you another Gospel, do not listen.  If one of my 

associates bring you another Gospel, do not give heed!  If even an angel should 
preach to you a Gospel contrary to mine, let him be accursed.  

  
2.  You must hold fast to the Gospel, to the only true Gospel of salvation by grace through 

faith.  God has spoken it.  He has confirmed it with many signs and miracles.  It is not 
open to additions or deletions of any kind.  There had always been and there will 
always be only one way of salvation.  And that is through Christ.  Don’t let anyone 
ever change your mind on that!    

 
B.  And Realize that Such as Would Bring Another Gospel Are Under the Curse of God.   
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1.  Paul says, “Let them be anathema.”  Let them be accursed!   
2.  All who would do such are separated from the Gospel.  They are separated from God 

and are therefore under the curse, unless they repent and believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ.   

3.  This should serve as a strong warning to us not to be taken in by a false teaching which 
would damn our souls, and especially that we would not become so deceived as to being 
to promote such lies ourselves.   

4.  May the Lord instead use our lips to preserve knowledge and to propagate the truth.  
May He use us to bring the message of the truth to a world in darkness to proclaim 
liberty to the captives of the lie.   

 
III.  And Lastly, Paul Realized that What He Said to the Galatians Might Make Him Lose Favor 

in Their Eyes, But That Was Not Important to Him.  Here He Underscores the Importance 
of Pleasing God, Rather than Pleasing Men.  He Says, “For am I now seeking the favor of 
men, or of God?  Or am I striving to please men?  If I were still trying to please men, I 
would not be a bond-servant of Christ” (v. 10).   

A.  It Would Have Been Very Tempting for Paul to Bury His Concern about the Truth in 
Order to Please Men.   
1.  It’s always easier, and it makes life easier on a messenger, to soften the message, if it is 

difficult or harsh.   
2.  Paul could have given in to this pressure.  Many people have and many people do 

today.  Paul was only a man as we are.   
3.  However, he knew that he could not do so without denying Christ.  He had to  speak 

the truth, for that is what the Lord commissioned him to do.  To do otherwise would 
have made him a castaway from the Gospel.   

4.  And that is the charge which the Lord gives to us as well.   
a.  We must please God rather than men.   
b.  Once you come to know that something is taught as truth in the Scripture, you must 

believe it and you must live it.   
c.  This is especially true of those who hold the teaching office in the church, of the 

ministers and elders.     
(i)  They are only commissioned to speak what they believe the will of their Lord is.   
(ii)  And woe to them if they speak their own words!  To do so would be to fall 

under the curse of God.   
(iii)  But woe to them as well if they do not speak what they perceive to be the 

whole counsel of God!   
(iv)  Paul said that he was innocent of the blood of all men, because he did not 

shrink from declaring the whole purpose of God.   
(v)  If the elders would deliver their own souls, they must not be men-pleasers, but 

God-pleasers.   
 

B.  We Must, as the Apostle Paul, Count It a Greater Privilege to Be Called a Bond-Servant 
of Christ and to Suffer for Him, Than to Have the Applause of Men.   
1.  It is not a popular thing to hold to the truth of Scripture.   
2.  It is especially not popular to live according to those truths.   
3.  But both are necessary if we are to be true to Christ.   
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a.  Jesus said, “If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated 
you.  If you were of the world, the world would loves its own; but because you are 
not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you” 
(John 15:18-19).   

b.  Don’t expect that the world will love you if you are a Christian.   
c.  As a matter of fact, you should suspect your Christianity if there are none who hate 

you.  Again Jesus said, “Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for in the 
same way their fathers used to treat the false prophets” (Luke 6:26).   

d.  When you believe, speak and do what Christ says, it is a constant irritant to the 
ungodly.   

e.  And you cannot please both groups at once.  Jesus said, “No one can serve two 
masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will hold to one and 
despise the other.  You cannot serve God and mammon” (Matt. 6:24).   

f.  You cannot please God and the world.   
(i)  If you are Christ’s servant, then you must live like Him.   
(ii)  And if you live like Him, then you must accept the fact that the only people 

who are going to be able to bear with you, will be those who also seek a godly 
life.   

(iii)  Jesus said, the world will hate you, but He also said that the saints would love 
you.   

 
g.  And so in closing, ask yourself these questions:   

(i)  Are you embracing the true Gospel?  And has it had the affect in your life that 
Jesus said that it would?   

(ii)  Is your life so changed that the world sees the difference and doesn’t like it?  
Do all men speak well of you, or are you being persecuted for righteousness sake?   

(iii)  Are you seeking to be a God-pleaser, rather than a man-pleaser?  Are you 
willing to suffer persecution for doing what is right?   

(iv)  These are very searching questions.  But they are for the good of your souls.   
(v)  Make sure that holiness is not only attractive to you, but that you are so growing 

in it as to make others around you who are outside of Christ uncomfortable.  This 
is the only way that you will have any kind of impact for Christ in this world.   

(vi)  If you are indistinguishable from the world, if no one can tell by looking at you 
that you are a Christian, then you probably aren’t.   

(vii)  But if you are His follower, then His light will be shining from you.  Let His 
light shine more and more.  Don’t fear the world, but fear God, and give Him all 
that glory that you possibly can.  This is what honors Him.  Amen.   


