
“His Mercies Never Fail” 

(Lamentations 3:22-23) 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  This evening, we’re returning to our series on why we should love God.   

a.  Remember it is important that you do love Him.   

(i)  If you don’t love God, you’re not a Christian.   

(ii)  Paul writes, “If anyone does not love the Lord, let him be accursed” (1 

Cor. 16:22).   

(iii)  You can’t have the Spirit of God living in you in a saving way and not 

have a heart for Him.   

 

b.  Remember as well that you must love Him personally, and not merely for 

what He gives you.   

(i)  You should of course be very thankful for the gift of His Son,  

(a)  For eternal life,  

(b)  For your everlasting inheritance in the New Heavens and the New 

Earth,  

(c)  For the blessings He gives you in this world,  

(d)  And for the new heart and new life He blesses you with.   

 

(ii)  But if this is all the further your love goes, you may actually love the 

Giver for the gift rather than the Giver of the gift.   

(a)  You must love God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit.   

(b)  You must love Him for who and what He is.   

 

c.  But knowing our sinful nature, we need to be careful here.   

(i)  Hearing that you have to do something can cause you not to want to do it 

because you must.   

(ii)  Even if you already want to do something and have set out to do it,  

(a)  As soon as you hear someone say you must, your flesh mounts an 

attack.   

(b)  As we saw in our last study in Pilgrim’s Progress:  the law can 

provoke us to sin.   

(1)  Paul writes, “What shall we say then?  Is the Law sin?  May it 

never be!  On the contrary, I would not have come to know sin 

except through the Law; for I would not have known about coveting 

if the Law had not said, ‘YOU SHALL NOT COVET.’  But sin, 

taking opportunity through the commandment, produced in me 

coveting of every kind; for apart from the Law sin is dead” (Rom. 

7:7-8).   

(2)  Don’t let the fact that you must love God make you resist loving 

Him.   
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(iii)  He is the most beautiful Being that exists or could possibly exist.   

(a)  Every one of His perfections – if you understand them correctly – 

should make you love Him even more.   

(b)  The purpose of this study is to examine each of them to see not only 

that this is so, but why it is.   

 

2.  So far, we’ve been looking at the one attribute that makes all the others beautiful 

– His love.   

a.  Love is perhaps the easiest characteristic to love.   

(i)  Even if someone isn’t outwardly pretty or handsome, they can still draw 

love out of your heart if they are full of love.   

(ii)  God is infinitely loving – He is love – that alone should make you love 

Him.   

 

b.  Love is that one attribute from which all His other moral attributes flow – His 

grace and mercy, His righteousness, justice, faithfulness, and truth.   

(i)  It’s the headwaters – the source – from which all the streams and rivers of 

His holiness flows.   

(ii)  As Edwards writes, it’s the “excellency and beauty of God’s nature 

whereby his heart is disposed and delights in everything that is morally 

good and excellent.”   

 

c.  It’s His love that makes everything about Him beautiful – His infinite power, 

presence and knowledge.   

(i)  If God had all these things, but didn’t have love, He would be infinitely 

dangerous and fearful.   

(ii)  But being that He is love, His whole being becomes lovely.  Again, 

Edwards writes, “Strength and knowledge don’t render any being lovely, 

without holiness; but more hateful:  though they render them more lovely, 

when joined with holiness.”   

 

d.  We saw this love first expressed in His grace.   

(i)  The psalmist writes, “Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; yes, our God 

is compassionate.  The LORD preserves the simple; I was brought low, 

and He saved me” (Ps. 116:5-6).   

(ii)  When God’s love moves Him to give you good things, we call that grace.   

(iii)  More than this, it’s when His love moves Him to give you good things 

when you really deserve bad things.   

(iv)  We usually think we deserve good things.   

(a)  When bad things happen to you, you probably think, “I don’t deserve 

this.”   

(b)  But the sad fact is you do.   

(c)  We all deserve it and much worse.   

(d)  We deserve hell.   

(e)  But God hasn’t given you what you deserve, if you’re a believer here 

this evening.   
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(1)  You’re not in hell – because God is gracious.   

(2)  He sent His Son into the world to obey for you and to bear hell for 

you,   

(3)  And to give you the glorious prospect of heaven.   

(4)  Because He is gracious.   

 

e.  The Lord says you must love Him.   

(i)  But is it really that hard to do?   

(ii)  Can’t you love a God like this?   

(iii)  Do you love Him?   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  But grace isn’t all His love produces:  It also makes Him merciful.   

a.  Mercy is often distinguished from grace like this:   

(i)  Grace is when God gives you something good you don’t deserve – when 

you really deserve the opposite.   

(ii)  Mercy is when He doesn’t give you something bad you do deserve.   

 

b.  Mercy, however, seems to have a fuller meaning in Scripture, at least in 

connection with God.   

(i)  In the New Testament, the word means, an act of “compassion . . . 

lovingkindness, faithfulness” (Friberg).  Paul writes to the church at 

Rome, “For just as you once were disobedient to God, but now have been 

shown mercy because of their disobedience, so these also now have been 

disobedient, that because of the mercy shown to you they also may now be 

shown mercy” (Rom. 11:30-31).   

(ii)  In the Old Testament, the word means, to “love deeply; have mercy; be 

compassionate,” “usually of a superior for an inferior” (TWOT, 841).  

Mercy is what David pleads for in his personal psalm of confession and 

repentance, after Nathan the prophet confronted him for his sin with 

Bathsheba, “Be gracious to me, O God, according to Your lovingkindness; 

according to the greatness of Your compassion blot out my transgressions” 

(Ps. 51:1).   

(iii)  Mercy has more in view here than merely not giving someone the 

judgment they deserve – it includes showing kindness or concern for 

someone who has a serious need (Louw-Nida).   

(a)  When the Canaanite woman cried out to the Lord to have mercy on 

her daughter who was demon-possessed (Matt. 15:22), or when blind 

Bartimaeus asked for mercy (Mark 10:47), they weren’t asking merely 

that the Lord would not send judgment on them – they asked for His 

compassion, for His kindness, the woman to deliver her daughter from 

the demon, Bartimaeus to heal his blind eyes.   

(b)  And the Lord showed them mercy.   

(c)  This is the kind of God we serve – One who is rich in mercy towards 

those who call on Him.   
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2.  Let’s consider two things from this passage:   

a.  First, that His lovingkindnesses towards you will never cease.   

b.  And, second, this is because His compassions/mercies will never fail.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, His lovingkindnesses towards you will never cease:  Jeremiah here refers to 

God’s covenant love in all its facets.   

1.  This is the love He has covenanted to give.   

a.  The love He planned to give you from all eternity in His Covenant of 

Redemption.   

b.  The love He gives you in His Covenant of Grace/New Covenant.   

 

2.  In other words, this is the love He has promised you through His Son, Jesus 

Christ.   

a.  Jesus is the only grounds on which the Father can love you.   

(i)  Sadly, you and I are not lovely to God.   

(ii)  In ourselves – in Adam – we are like lepers, wrapped in the filthy rags of 

our own righteousness.   

(iii)  We are nothing but a stench in His nostrils.   

(iv)  He can’t love us as we are in ourselves.   

(v)  But He can in His Son.   

 

b.  When you trust in Jesus, the Father places you in Him.   

(i)  In Him, everything that He has legally becomes yours.   

(ii)  In Him, the Father sees you as though you are Him.   

(a)  He knows you aren’t His Son.   

(b)  But when He looks at you, clothed in the righteousness of His Son, He 

sees only perfection.   

 

(ii)  And so He loves you as His Son.   

(a)  And how much does He love Jesus?   

(b)  What would He not do for Him?   

(c)  He would do whatever He needs.   

(d)  And so He will do for you.   

(1)  He will meet all your needs for life and godliness.   

(2)  He will bring into your life everything you need to grow more into 

His likeness and holiness.   

(3)  He will guard your ways and make sure that nothing ultimately 

harms you.   

(4)  And He will do this forever – He will continue His 

lovingkindnesses, in all their many expressions, indefinitely.   

 

B.  But why did He set His love on you?  Because His compassions/mercies never fail.   

1.  God loves you because you are in His Son.   

a.  But there was a reason He determined to send His Son, a reason He planned 

to put you in His Son.   
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b.  And it didn’t have anything to do with you, except as being the recipient.   

(i)  It wasn’t because of your looks,  

(ii)  Your personality,  

(iii)  Your accomplishments.   

(iv)  It wasn’t even because of your decision to trust in Jesus – you never 

would have trusted Him if He hadn’t first chosen to set His love on you.   

 

c.  It was purely because of His mercy.   

(i)  Because He was moved with pity.   

(ii)  Because He had eternally determined to show compassion.   

(iii)  His mercy is why you are in Christ – the only reason you are safe.   

 

2.  And how long has the Lord determined to show you His mercies?   

a.  He says they will never cease; they will never fail.   

b.  The rivers of His mercy – that issue from His love – will continue to flow 

throughout eternity; they will never run dry.   

c.  Even when it looks like the Lord is angry with you,  

(i)  Even when He withdraws,  

(ii) When He shuts up the heavens to your prayers,  

(iii)  When it looks like He has turned His back on you.   

(iv)  When you deserve that He should through your sins,  

(v)  When He appears to be angry,  

(vi)  It’s only that He might draw you back to Himself.   

(vii)  He allows these things that you might better see the glory of His 

mercies.   

 

d.  His compassions are new every morning.   

(i)  Every new day brings fresh mercies from the Lord.   

(ii)  As Cowper writes in his hymn “God Moves in a Mysterious Way,  

“Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take;  

The clouds ye so much dread 

Are big with mercy and shall break 

In blessings on your head.”   

 

e.  And they will never cease because great is His faithfulness.   

(i)  He will always be kind and merciful.   

(ii)  When you sin He will always bring you to repentance.   

(iii)  He will always forgive your sins when you repent.   

(iv)  Because He delights to show mercy.   

(v)  Matthew Henry writes, “The reasons why God pardons sin, and keeps not 

his anger for ever, are all taken from within himself; it is because he 

delights in mercy, and the salvation of sinners is what he has pleasure in, 

not their death and damnation.”    

(vi)  The prophet Micah writes, “Who is a God like You, who pardons 

iniquity and passes over the rebellious act of the remnant of His 

possession?  He does not retain His anger forever, because He delights in 
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unchanging love.  He will again have compassion on us; He will tread our 

iniquities under foot.  Yes, You will cast all their sins into the depths of 

the sea” (Micah 7:18-19).   

 

3.  Now do you think you can love a God like this?   

a.  What is there not to love?   

b.  He is pure love.   

c.  You might struggle if He wasn’t loving, gracious or merciful, but that isn’t 

the case.   

d.  That’s why sin is such a terrible thing – it can make us look at God as 

though He is a monster.   

e.  If your sin has deceived you, don’t let it do so any longer.   

f.  Reach out to Him through His Son, as He offers Him to you in the Gospel.   

g.  He is willing to show you mercy and be reconciled to you, if you only 

will.   

h.  Don’t forget to reach out to others and tell them about His mercy as well.  

Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


