
“Here Is Your God” 
(Isaiah 40:9-11) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  This morning, we considered the comfort the Lord was sending His people who 
were about to go into captivity:   
a.  Yes, the Lord’s patience would come to an end.   
b.  He would send judgment.   
c.  Israel would go into captivity for 70 years.   
d.  But this wouldn’t be the end:  it would be the beginning.   
 

2.  The Lord would again turn and be gracious to Israel:   
a.  He was sending a messenger who would prepare for way.   
b.  He would come preaching a message of repentance to get them ready.   
c.  After him, the glory of the Lord would appear, and all flesh would see it.   
d.  For their part, they should be ready to flee from God’s wrath and turn to the 

Lord, before they withered and passed away like the flowers of the field.   
e.  God is true to His Word; He will not lie:  the Messiah was coming, and they 

needed to be ready to receive Him.   
 

B.  Preview.   
1.  This is where we begin in our passage this evening.   

a.  Having announced the coming of the messenger to prepare the way, what 
were they to do when He came?   

b.  Simply put, the faithful who were watching and waiting for His coming were 
to proclaim His arrival to all the cities of Judah.   

c.  They were to announce that the Shepherd of Israel had come to gather His 
flock together, to save them, rule over them and care for them.   

d.  Again, for their part they must be ready to receive Him.   
e.  This would be very comforting for a people about to go into exile for their 

sins (at least those who knew their sins would bring God’s judgment):  Judah 
would be removed for their unfaithfulness, but their unfaithfulness would not 
nullify God’s promise:  He was sending the Messiah.   

 
2.  This evening, I want us to consider two further things from our passage:   

a.  First, how the faithful were to respond when Messiah arrived.   
b.  Second, what the Messiah would do for His people when He came.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider how the faithful were to respond when the Messiah arrived.  
“Get yourself up on a high mountain, O Zion, bearer of good news, lift up your 
voice mightily, O Jerusalem, bearer of good news; lift it up, do not fear.  Say to the 
cities of Judah, ‘Here is your God!’” (v. 9).   
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1.  The first thing they were to do was proclaim His arrival.   
a.  Of course, they could only do this if they saw Him, and they could only see if 

they were watching.   
b.  There were those watching and waiting:   

(i)  They are called Zion, or Jerusalem.   
(ii)  They represent the faithful among the Old Covenant.   
(iii)  There were those who were looking:  Simeon (Luke 2:25), Anna (2:36-

38), and Philip (John 1:45) to name but a few.   
 

b.  When Messiah came these were to announce the good news to the cities of 
Judah.   
(i)  Their message was to be, “Here is your God!”   
(ii)  Immanuel, God with us, has arrived (Matt. 1:23).   
(iii)  The Lord has visited His people with redemption, as He promised.   
 

2.  Notice how they were to announce His arrival.   
a.  “Get yourself up on a high mountain, O Zion, bearer of good news”:  they 

were to go to a public place, where they would be highly visible, so as many 
could see them as possible.   

b.  They were to lift up their voices mightily:  they were not to be embarrassed, 
but speak boldly.   

c.  They were not to be afraid to lift up the good news:  they were not to be timid 
or frightened:  it was God’s message, He would protect them, He would 
fulfill His Word for them.   

 
3.  This is exactly what happened when Jesus came.   

a.  Immediately those who recognized Him went and announced it to others.   
(i)  Andrew was with John when he pointed to Jesus and said, “Behold, the 

Lamb of God.”  “He found first his own brother Simon and said to him, 
‘We have found the Messiah’ (which translated means Christ).  He 
brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, ‘You are Simon the 
son of John; you shall be called Cephas’ (which is translated Peter)” (John 
1:41-42).   

(ii)  “The next day He purposed to go into Galilee, and He found Philip.  And 
Jesus said to him, ‘Follow Me.’  Now Philip was from Bethsaida, of the 
city of Andrew and Peter.  Philip found Nathanael and said to him, ‘We 
have found Him of whom Moses in the Law and also the Prophets wrote – 
Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph’” (John 1:43-45).   

 
b.  After He gathered all His disciples, Jesus sent them out to preach the Gospel 

in the surrounding countryside.   
c.  After Christ’s death and resurrection, they continued to preach to Jerusalem 

and Judea, then to Samaria.   
d.  Finally, Paul took it to the furthermost reaches of the Roman empire.   
e.  They preached the message:  publicly, boldly, and fearlessly.   
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f.  They had their lapses, but they also had the help of the Spirit to overcome 
their fears.   

 
4.  This same task has been handed down to us:  we have our part to play.   

a.  We have the same message:  “Say to the people of Judah, ‘Here is your 
God!’”   

b.  We have the same message, but a different audience.   
(i)  When the Jews rejected their Messiah, the Lord turned to the Gentiles.   
(ii)  Now all the nations are to be called upon to embrace God through Jesus 

Christ (Matt. 28:18-20).   
 

c.  And we are to proclaim it in the same way:   
(i)  Publicly, boldly, and without fear or shame.   
(ii)  How can we fear when God is with us?  How can we be ashamed of the 

message that has saved our souls?   
(iii)  The Gospel which began with a voice crying in the wilderness, 

continues to spread throughout the world through the voice of the church.   
(iv)  For our part, let’s strive to be faithful.   

 
B.  Second, let’s consider what the Lord would do for His people when He came.   

1.  First, He would subdue His enemies:  “Behold, the Lord GOD will come with 
might, with His arm ruling for Him” (v. 10).   
a.  The Lord’s coming was to overcome His enemies.   

(i)  To subdue the strong man:  Christ wrestled with him, bound him, is 
spoiling his house (Matt. 12).   

(ii)  To subdue the hearts of His elect and take them back from the enemy.   
(iii)  To subdue all who stand in His or their way.   
 

b.  He would accomplish this by His might.   
(i)  His arm is the symbol of His power.   
(ii)  Who or what can withstand infinite power?  Nothing.   
(iii)  God’s strength is irresistible:  nothing can stand in His way, nothing will 

be able to stop Him from completing His work.   
 

c.  And He would rule over them.   
(i)  He began to rule by His Word.   
(ii)  He entered Jerusalem as the King of Israel.   
(iii)  Though they rejected Him, He was raised and is the King over all 

Creation.   
(iv)  And He will rule until all of His enemies have been made subject to 

Him.   
(v)  Paul writes, “For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under 

His feet.  The last enemy that will be abolished is death” (1 Cor. 15:25-
26).   
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d.  Though it may seem like the enemies of the Lord are triumphing now and 
things are becoming difficult for us, the Lord is in control, we don’t need to 
worry, but trust.   

 
2.  Second, He would gather His people to Himself and care for them.  “Behold, 

His reward is with Him and His recompense before Him.  Like a shepherd He 
will tend His flock, in His arm He will gather the lambs and carry them in His 
bosom; He will gently lead the nursing ewes” (vv. 10-11).   
a.  His reward could mean:   

(i)  The punishment/judgment He meets out to the wicked.   
(ii)  The reward He gives the righteous.   
 

b.  Or it more likely refers to the reward He would receive for His work:  His 
people, His sheep:  “ 
(i)  “But the LORD was pleased to crush Him, putting Him to grief; if He 

would render Himself as a guilt offering, He will see His offspring, He 
will prolong His days, and the good pleasure of the LORD will prosper in 
His hand” (Isa. 53:10).   

(ii)  “All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to 
Me I will certainly not cast out” (John 6:37).   

(iii)  These are the ones He would care for:  He would gather His lambs and 
tenderly care for them, like a shepherd cares for his sheep.   

 
c.  Christ is our Shepherd, and we are His sheep.   

(i)  He is the good Shepherd:  He has a hand of might to rule, but a kind hand 
to lead and feed His people.   

(ii)  He cares for us and leads and feeds us as a shepherd.   
(a)  He gives us His Word, His means of grace, His ministers.   
(b)  He takes particular care for us when we’re weak, when we can’t help 

ourselves, when we are young converts, overwhelmed, downcast.   
(c)  The Lord tells us, as He did the apostle Paul, “My grace is sufficient 

for you, for power is perfected in weakness” (2 Cor. 12:9).   
(d)  When we stray, He will come after us, gather us, bring us back into 

the fold; no one will be able to take us out of His Father’s hand (John 
10:28).   

(e)  He will love us, cherish us, nurture us, strengthen us when we’re tired.   
(f)  He will carry us when we falter:  He will never leave us behind.    
(g)  He will never allow us to bear more than we’re able, but will help us 

bear the burden.   
(h)  He knows our frame, that we are but dust (Psalm 103:14).   
 

(iii)  The Lord has given us a great task to perform, but He has also pledged 
His great help as our King and our Shepherd.   

(iv)  Let’s put our hand to the plow then and do what the Lord has called us 
to do, without fear and without shame.  Amen.   


