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 Reference: 1 SAM 7:1-14 
 Church: GRACE Date: 11/27/2008 

Here I Raise My Ebenezer 
Purpose: To reflect with thankfulness on the victories God has given in the last 
year and to consider their source and the means of obtaining more such. 

1. Introduction 
This is a fitting day for reflection 
Thankfulness for all the Lord has done in the last year 
Remembrance of what He has done  
But we can also consider how He helped us  
On what basis did these blessings and victories come? 
That will prepare us for the year ahead 
Put ourselves more and more in the path of victory and blessing 
From this passage, see 2 things  

• The basis on which the Lord helped Israel 
• The basis on which He has helped us and will help us  

2. How the Lord Helped Israel 
Israel subject to the Philistines 
Ark was back in Israel but not at the tabernacle 
Israel seems to have felt no want of it for 20 years (7:2) 
Then there was a stirring in the nation – Samuel’s preaching? 

2.1. Restoration through Repentance & Faith  
Samuel directs them what to do if they are genuine (7:3) 
Trust in God alone and produce fruit in keeping with repentance 
And Israel does just that (7:4) 
Called to Mizpah to make public confession (7:5) 
They humbled themselves, fasted and confessed (7:6) 

2.2. Salvation through Sacrifice & Prayer 
The Philistines saw a threat or an opportunity here 
Moved to engage Israel in battle 
But they chose the wrong time to pick a fight with God’s people 
When they were repentant, fasting and seeking Him! 
Israel’s confidence was not in the Ark now 

It was in the God of the Ark! 
The enemies were too strong for them according to the flesh 
But with God they were invincible 
They engaged Samuel to pray for them without ceasing (7:8) 
Samuel made a sacrifice and cried to the Lord for them (7:9) 
He was heard and answered 
The Lord thundered and the Philistines were routed (7:10-11) 

2.3. Testimonial of Triumph 
Samuel sets up the stone, Ebenezer 
A memorial of the victory Israel gained over the Philistines 
Also a testimony of the basis on which the victory was gained 
Ebenezer was where the Ark was lost (4:1-11) 
Where the glory departed from Israel (Ichabod) 
When Israel trusted in themselves and in the Ark 
Did not trust in God and the means He appointed 
Lived dissolute and disrespectful lives 
Now, through repentance, faith, sacrifice & prayer, gained victory 
“Thus far the Lord has helped us”  What of the future? 
The stone would testify against them for forsaking this approach.  

3. How the Lord has helped and will help us 
Whatever spiritual progress you have made in the last year 
Whatever deliverances you have known 
Whatever mercies or benefits you have received 
Have all come to you in the same way 

3.1. Restoration is still through repentance 
Acts 3:19 “Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be wiped away, in order 
that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord;  
2 Cor 7:10 For the sorrow that is according to the will of God produces a repentance 
without regret, leading to salvation, but the sorrow of the world produces death.  
When we first came to know the Lord, it was through repentance 
Our restoration to usefulness lies in the same way 
If our confidence is not in the Lord but:-  

• In Reformed Theology 
• In the Puritans  
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• In the regulative principle 
• In the OPC, its structures and its procedures 

Then the glory will depart from us too 
Not that these may not be good things - Ark was a good thing! 
But only as a means to point people to God and to Christ 
Not as something in which to glory in and of itself 
We must not put confidence in anything or anyone but God 
Love Him and Him alone 
Open our eyes to our true condition and, if necessary, repent 
Then we are on the path to restoration 

3.2. Salvation is still through sacrifice & prayer 

3.2.1. Christ’s sacrifice and prayers 
We have a better sacrifice than Samuel 
He had a lamb, we have The Lamb of God 
We have a better representative before God than Samuel 
God could decline his prayers -  even though few prayed like him 
Jeremiah 15: 1 Then the LORD said to me, “Even though Moses and Samuel were to 
stand before Me, My heart would not be with this people; send them away from My 
presence and let them go!  
But we have the God-man, Christ Jesus, our great High Priest  
He represents us before God; pleads His sacrifice on our behalf 
God must listen to Him!  
And He really can pray for us without ceasing!  
Hebrews 7:25 Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God 
through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.  
So when God’s enemies bear down on us 
They cannot win.  There is no good time to pick a fight with us! 
The Devil trembles when he sees the weakest saint upon his knees 
We may stumble and fall but we shall surely triumph in Christ 
Romans 8:31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against 
us? 32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will 
He not also with Him freely give us all things? 33 Who will bring a charge against God’s 
elect? God is the one who justifies; 34 who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is 
He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also 
intercedes for us. 35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 Just as it is 

written, “FOR YOUR SAKE WE ARE BEING PUT TO DEATH ALL DAY LONG; WE WERE 
CONSIDERED AS SHEEP TO BE SLAUGHTERED.” 37 But in all these things we 
overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate 
us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

3.2.2. Our sacrifices and prayers. 
We must make a sacrifice of ourselves 
Romans 12: 1 Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of 
worship.  
We must make a sacrifice of praise 
Hebrews 13: 15 Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to 
God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name.  
We must also pray without ceasing 
1 Thessalonians 5:16 Rejoice always; 17 pray without ceasing; 18 in everything give 
thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.  

3.3. It is still appropriate to record the triumphs 
that the Lord grants 

We can raise an Ebenezer this morning 
The Lord HAS helped us in this last year 
We can reflect on some of the ways in a moment 
This day gives us an opportunity to remember 
To realize that our most significant spiritual gains came: 
Through repentance, faith, sacrifice and prayer 
To be thankful as we should 
This day also testifies against us :-  
This is how blessing and victory always come to God’s children 
So let’s remember; Let’s be thankful 
Acknowledge that he has helped us this far 
And for the future 
Let’s stir ourselves to repentance and faith 
Let’s offer sacrifices and prayers 
Let’s look to Christ to perfect them 
Let’s take up the battle with His weapons  
Press on to know Christ and take hold of that for which He has 
taken hold of us! 


